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TO TRE REV 


WILLIAM Datavners; D. D. 


FIRST MINISTER OF Tus COLLEGIATE CHURCH OF AYR, 


TIE deſign of dedicating#he following 
Eſſay to you, my dear Colleague, is, not to 
procure it patronage or popularity, which, 


ö beyond its real merits, whatever they are, it 


would be wrong to deſire, and vain to ex- 


1 ity of 


celebrating your praiſes, for which, were it 


pect; nor is it to ſeize an OPPO 


proper or needful, I am but ill qualified: 
5 But, knowing that the ſubject of this work 
hath entered deeply into your ſtudies, and 


— 


truſting that the matter it contains, will 
not be unpleaſing to your piery : and candour, 


5 5 d 1 


. | Dedication. 
I wiſh to preſent it as a teſtimony of grati- | 
tude for many kindneſſes, and to leave it 


as a monument of the happy union and 


friendſhip, which, in circumſtances not 
|  unapt ſometimes. to create variance, hath _ 
always, by the bleſſing of Gov, ſubſiſted 
e,, orig. | 
Wich true eſteem and affection, 
I am, 


Bs. Your very humble ſervant, 


W.. M. G1L L. 
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INTRODUCTION. 


Ib Death of Jz80s CurisT 5 
been the ſubject of much contem- 
5 lan and diſcourſe among his fol- 
ee in all ages; and no wonder, ſeeing it 
forms in its deſign and conſequences, a ca- 
pital part of that great myſtery of godlineſs *, 

which was revealed to the world . 
him. Some have regarded this part of the 


Chriſtian Fon as altogether myſterious * - 
ot me 17 A 5g and 


1 e 


1 Tia. f 16. 3 | 


„Though the ens of the Chriſtian: 9 "2 


. e ee 9 and very apt to A | 
15 | elf 


„2 4 
* 


—— — ae 


ä„çG— —— —ñ— — 


— — ST aa 


2 : 3 Practical Eſay on the 


and inexplicable, By others it hath been 
explained but too often in a way more cal- 
culated to raife doubts and difficulties in the 
minds of men, than te remove or obviate 
them ; often alſo, to miniſter unprofitable - 
queſtions and angry controverſies, and ſome- 
times even to afford a handle to finners for 
eonnnung without fear in their fins. 


Bur 1 difficulties 1 
may attend the ſubject, nothing I think can 
be more evident in general, than the moral 
and practical tendency of this great article 
of our faith, as ſet forth in Sacred Scripture: : 
And though it is in vain for us to pry into 

the fecrer councils of God”, and even im- 

pious to attempt it; though we cannot pre- 
tend to diſcover all the reaſons which might 
render ſuch meaſures expedicnt or neceſſary 
in the eyes of infinite wiſdom; "yet what 
. oy hath e 1 for our inftruc- 
| Ca bg üg, 

= Deut. Kix. 29. | e er to6 a7 
| 5 fel to the unbiaſſed and partial Peat of "WY 
yet the death of the Sox of Gos is ſuck a any 
block as is very hard for buman reaſon to get over? 
Serm. ig Now, I humbly conceive it may be ſhewa, 
but whether or not I ſhall be able to ſhew it, is another _ 


queſtion), that this is not ſo great a ſtumbling-block as the 

_—_ bong apprehended. 

+ tt is neceſſary to know what: God hath. revealed 

50 concerning the way of 1 by Chriſt: It is ĩmpoſ- 
. ſible, 
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tion, touching the humiliations and ſuffer- 
ings of our LoxD JEsus ChRisr, thereon 
ſurely it behoves us to meditate with hum 


ble and devour attention I, all the days of our 
lives; and concerning this ſubject, if I miſ- 


take not, there is enough revealed to reward 


our labour F, to ſatisfy every pious mind, 


and to cheriſh in it FIDE beſt and ee dil 5 


e 


Wir anda dis ſufferings and 80 of 
CuRIST might be intended to ſerve with re- 
gard to other ſyſtems of rational beings, or 
what influence theſe events may have upon 
them, we cannot particularly ſay; nor do I 


know that any thing is very Clearly revealed 
in Scripture upon that point, except the ſub⸗ 
| A + 8 jection 


| = 8 | Deut. x xvii. 19. Joſh: i i. 8. ; 
8 Able Th know more than he hath revealed. lk men would 


© forbear to explicate farther, there would be more chri- 


. ſtianity, and leſs controverſy.” Whhichcot's Aphoriſms. 


1 © We can never think with too much reverence, nor 


| * judge, with too much caution, woo * of this na- 
ture,  Farquhar's Sermons.  _ 

9 The cenſure is very juſt N Cicero ae upon 
ſome men in his time, who, he fays, beſtowed great 
© ſtudy, and much labour, upon things obſcure and diffi- 


cult, and at the ſame time not neceflary,”..,, Alterum gt 


| vitium, guod quidam nimis magnum fludium, multamque ope= 


ram, in res obſcuras atque difficiles conferunt, eaſdemque non 


naeceſſarias. Cic. Off. i. 6.lt is hoped no one 1 think 
this cenſure due to the ot * 15 


* 
— 2 * 3 _ 8 * — —-— ante * — — any _ - 
* 5e * — r 
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becion of the angels to dur exalted Saviour ; 
who for a little time was made lower than 
they ©; their union with us under him as a 
common head", the diſcovery which is made 
to them®, and their admiration. of the divine 
wiſdom and goodneſs. manifeſted. in him", 
But the influence which a due conſideration 
of [theſe events is fitted to have upon us of 
the human race, for whoſe benefit they were 
expreſsly appointed, is every where declared 
in the New Teſtament, and appears ro be 
of the moſt 1 important and falutary nature. 
With this our main, if not our only concern 
lies; and this we ſhould not only endeavour 
to underſtand, but to feel in the bottom of 
our hearts, and to be e en 
_ it Wann life. Ko OTA 


In order to form a right judgement of any 
thing as a mean, and to make a proper ap- 
plication of it, it is neceſſary to know the end 
for which it, was appointed. Now the end 
of CurrsT's humiliation and death, is evi- 
dently the ſame in general with that of his 
miſſion and doctrine, to which it is ſubſer= 
vient as one important part of the ſame whole: 
For, if the Son of God 2a manifeſted. ſor this 
| e Fr he an phe Wa of --4f 
& dhe i. „ . Heb, ii. 505 0 5 a i. 10. 
Eph. iii. 10. ok Pet. i. 12 1 John ii. 8. 


Dan n G - 3 


devil; if he came into the world to ſave ſin- 

ners*; if Gop raiſed: him up to bleſs 7s, in 
| viening away every one of us from our iniqui- 
ties; theſe ſame effects are in a ſpecial man- 
ner aſcribed to the ſhedding of his blood for 
us, fern, being wa/bed and cleanſed from 
fin", we obtain the forgivenneſt of ite, have 
vur ebſeituces purged from dead works'to ſerve 

the living God”, are redeemed unto God, re- 
_ deemed from a vam Har Agar , Une all att 
ym 35 er &e, eee e ano Brig SHER 


Tuer ie ans many. vis Pg hs 
like purpoſe, make it evident to every one 
who reads the New Teſtament with but the 
ſlighteſt degree of unbiaſſed attention, that 
whatever: the particular ends of CurisT's 
death are, its general and main defign coin- 
cides entirely with that of his coming into 
the world, and is the ſame with it. Conſe- 
quently, no effect inconſiſtent with that de- 
ſign, or not favourable to it, can be juſtly 
| aſcribed to his death, or expected to flow 


= therefrom; nay, no effect which doth not 


clearly ron to promote and accompliſh the 
ſame ſalutary deſign. This is further evident 
from rh: nature of the Ong For it is not 


. * x Tim. i. 18 5 Af „ . i. A 
n 1 John i. 7. 0 P/ Heb Wide. 


-8 Rev. v. 9. 1 Pet. L 18, Titus iii. 14. 
ä 5 | f - 


6 = Pradlical Efay n 2 


eaſy to believe, even if there were no impiety 
in the thought, that the deſign of our Sa- 
viour's death was to contradict his whole 
life *, and that he meant thereby at once to 
undo all that he had been labouring to ac- 
compliſh in the courſe of a difficult and pain- 
ful miniſtry previous to it. On the contrary, 
is it not very natural to think that the bloody 
death to which he voluntarily ſubmitted, was 
intended to forward the ſame great end with 
his life and doctrine, eſpecially ſince nothing 
could afford a ſtronger proof how much he 
had that end at heart? This truth, plain and 
obvious as it is, ſeems to have been ſome- 
times overlooked or forgotten by men in their 
attempts to explain the Chriſtian ſcheme, 
though it ought to be eſtabliſhed as a prin- 


. __ciple in the beginning of all enquiries into 


the eee now. e 1 and never Joſt 
_ df. . a 
| 1 


2 reading and interpreting the Scriptures, we are 
'© to have a regard to the analopy of faith. This is the 
© Apoſtle's rule, Rom. xii. G. Ir implies having always a 
regard to the fundamental principles both of faith and 

practice, and never interpreting any particular text of 

© Scripture in ſuch a ſenſe as to make it contradict any of 
7 thoſe fundamental points of doctrine or good manners, 
* which we. find often repeated in the Holy Scriptures, 
© and every where the greateſt ſtreſs laid upon them.” 
 Lowth. 2 5 Fer the age reading of the Ty Scrig- 
leren. 


| Death of Fefus Cbrift. 7 


I do not pretend to make new diſcoveries 


relating to our Saviour's death. It would be 
ſtrange if any thing of great importance, 
_ and altogether new, could be advanced upon 
a a ſubjeR fo deeply canvalfee i im the medita- 
tions, diſcourſes, and writings: of ſo __ 
wiſe and learned men, and during ſo long 


feries of ages. The ſubject itſelf forbids . 5 


indulgence of imagination, and demands a 
cloſe regard to what is written in the Divine 


| Scriptures, Beſides, I ſhould eſteem it a fa 


greater happineſs, not to fay any thing wrong 
or ilb founded, than to ſay what may appear 
new and ſurpriſing, though true: being more 


ſolicitous to avoid error in à matter of ſuch 


moment, than to procure attention; and to 
be uſeful, than to appear original. Nenher 
is it my purpoſe to enter into a diſcuſſion of 
the nice queſtions, and learned controverfies, 
which the doctrine of aronement has grven 
birth to. But what L propoſe, through the 
help of God, is to collect together (which I 

| have not ſeen yet done) with as muck clear- 
neſs and precifiom as poſſible, the moſt” edi- 
fying views and uſeful inſtructions held fort 


in Scripture concerning the death of CHRIST, 


and the method of reconeiliation through 
him. And as thefe obfervations, written ſor 
my own improvement in the ff place, are 
no ſcat abroad; it is the benefit of plain 
a BS - - ane. 
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and well · diſpoſed : Chriſtians, though un- 
nen, Which 1 is hien en at ws m. 


15 Tur aha work will confiſt of two cj 
In the i, we propoſe to conſider the hi- 
ſtory of CuRISs T's death and ſufferings, as | 
related by the Holy. Evangeliſts : And in the 
ſecond, to explain the effects and conſequences 
thereof with regard to our ſalvation, I wiſh 
to give offence to no man, far leſs, to any 
fincere and humble follower: of the LORD 
Jxsus. Rather would I call the attention of 
Chriſtians to what all are agreed in, than to 
thoſe minuter and leſs important points in 
which ſome may differ from others. If any 
tenet or opinion be cenſured by me, it will 
be chiefly becauſe it is deemed injurious to 
virtue and good morals. I would ſpeak the 
truth in love, and at the ſame time with the 
freedom which becomes its dignity; hoping 
to be acceptable in this diſcourſe, as far as 
known to all the friends of ſolid Piety ; z but 
eſpecially to approve myſelf to Thee, O 
Father of lights, and Judge of all! who 
1 knoweſt with what views I engage in this 
undertaking: And to Thee, in the name 


5 of Cunrsr thy dear Sox, I lift up my 
1 en, in humble ſupplication for ſome por- 
tion of that wiſdom which is from above. 
"Th: ' Bo thou Om to TREE we mind with 

1 | £47 "Re 
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che knowledge of the truth, and to draw 
my heart to the love and obedience of it. 
Preſerve me, O God! from a vain and cri- 
minal curioſity, and from every attempt to 
be wiſe above what is written. Suffer me 
not to be tainted with any degree of a 
proud, wrathful, and contentious ſpirit; 
but give me the ſpirit of power, and of 
love, and of a ſound mind; and diſpoſe 
me, with due humility and, attention, to 
conſult, receive, and obey thy Holy Oracles, 
for thy 11 and. Mues eternal ne 


is 
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2 YEFORE ve e enquire into de eneets ad : 
conſequences of CHRIST's death, or the 
effuſton of his blood, it feems highly proper 
to conſider the hiſtory of that event as related 
in the gofpels; : becauſe an atrention to goſpel; 
facts is in general the beſt way to attain 
a right underſtanding of goſpel·doctrines; : 
and eſpecially becauſe of the peculiar im- 
portance and utility of this event, in the 
mere knowledge of its circumſtances: For 
I may humbly ſubmit it to the hiſtorians of 
the age, and to all the judicious obſervers of 
human nature, whether any event ever hap- 
pened in the world more fruitful of pious 
and moral inſtruction than the crucifixion 
of our Lox D Jesvs CHRIST. This hiſtorical * 
part will be compriſed in fourteen ſections, 


_ | SECT I, 


- Death, of Jef Chris. 

| SxerroN I. 

of our San ou R's Lene in the Garden 
E begin the 1 ery of: our Savioun' 8 


| \ y ſufferings with an account of what 
paſſed? in the garden of Gethſemane, which 


- was an introduction to, and as it were an 


abridgement of his paſſion ; where he 'deli- 
| berately taſted, by anticipation, all the hor- 
rors of his croſs, and overeame them all by 
the ſtedfaſt reſolution of his foul. Here we 
ſee the Sox of Gop actually entered into 
the field of battle againſt the laſt enemy he 
had to deſtroy, and preparing himſelf for 
the combat; and in this preparatory exerciſe 
are ſtrikingly diſplayed, the extreme bitter- 
neſs of the cup appointed him to drink, his 
clear foreſight and apprehenſion of all the 


baneful ingredients of it, and his perfect : 


paiety and ſubmiſſion to his Father's will, 
heightened -and illuſtrated by the qt 
ſenſibility of has human frame. Dl | 


| Havins eaten the ESI inſtituted the 
communion of his body and blood, and for- 
tified the minds of his diſciples by every 


9 WIR Divine 1 joined to 
the 


* » 


| 
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the tendereſt human affection, judged proper 

and ſeaſonable, our LORD withdrew from 
the city, by night, to a ſolitary place called 
Gethſemane, at the foot of the Mount of 
Olives; not to eſcape from the hands of his 
enemies, for thither he had often reſorted 
on former occafions*, and the place was well 
known to the ere to take a calm 
and ſerious view of thoſe aweful ſufferings 


which he was juſt about to enter upon, and 


to prepare his mind for bearing them, in 

a manner worthy of himſelf, and of his 
Father. And' it is certainly the wiſdom of 
all his followers, in this probationary ſtate, 
not to engage in any difficult trial raſhly 


and thoughtleſsly, but with ſeriouſneſs: and 


deliberation, after having taken a full view 
of the danger attending it, and ſummoned 
up their beſt princi iples and reſolutions ta 
encounter the ſame, and endeavoured withal, 
by prayer and reſignation, to intereſt the 
| Protection of Heaven in their favour. 


Bring arrived at the garden, our $avibus 
left the greateſt part of his diſciples be- 
hind, and allowed only rhree of them, vis. 
Peter, James, and John, to accompany him 
farther: Sit 9 here ®, ſaid he to the reſt, 
while I go and pray onder. For great minds 
cannot cafily pe vent to their ſorrows in 

„ 


a * John in, . Match. xxvi. $6. 
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public x. The eye of the world reſtrains and 
ſuppreſſes the outward expreſſions of every 
ſtrong paſſion, in thoſe who have a juſt ſenſe 
of decency and propriety of conduct, and 
a regard to the dignity of their character; 
at leaſt of every paſſion which immediate- 
ly reſpects their own ſafety and welfare. 
The paſſions of fear and grief, when occu- 
pied about ourſelves, are peculiarly humi- 
liating, and ſeem more than others to depreſs 
us below our rank. It is not without diffi- 
culty that the moſt intimate friends can be 
made privy to what we ſuffer in ſuch caſes, 
from the vehement aſſaults of theſe paſſions. 
Peter, James, and John, had been admitted 
to greater freedom and intimacy with JEsus 
at other times; and having lately been eye- 
Witneſſes of his greatneſs on the Mount of 

Transfiguration, he now chofe them to be 
with him during his deep and ſecret diſtreſs 

in the garden. To. fee. his ſevere. conflict 
with human infirmity, would be leſs. apt to 


| ſhake the faith and fortitude, of men who 


had previouſly ſeen his divine glory; 3 and the 
teſtimony of three n was more chan 
: ſuthcient- to verify the fact. 


As ſoon as he was retired with Guile tires - 
e ep no N e to conceal 
3 : , The - 


„ „See Oblirvidons on the Life of Ting 83 by Dr 
Hunter, a valuable and pleaſing performance, ch. Nil, { 1. 


14 ty ; 4 Practical Ea on te 
the ſecret anguiſh of his heart. Indeed it 


was already made manifeſt to them by out- 
ward ſymptoms; ; and he did not heſitate to 
confeſs, that it was greater than even from 
theſe they were able to apprehend: My foul, 
ſuaid he, es exceeding ſorrowful, even unto death. 
It is an expreſſion of extreme affliction ; like 
that of the Pſalmiſt, when he lays,. The 
forrows of death compaſſed me about > the pains 
of hell gat held on me: I found trouble and for- 
An As if our Lord had ſaid, I am agi- 
* tated with mortal ſorrows, and feel already 
f ſomething like the pangs of diſſolution.“ 
By this ingenuous confeſſion, he beſpoke the 
attention and ſympathy of his companions 
in ſo fad an hour; and it was ſach an in- 
ſtance of reſpect and confidence towards 
them, as ſhould have rouſed all their zeal. 
At the ſame time he gave them an order, 
more neceſſary to be obſerved on their own 
account than on his: Turry. Je here, and watch 
| with. mne Pray t Hat 7 enter not into tempta- ; 
tron”, "Then, withdrawing to a little diſtance 
from them, that, apart by himſelf, he might 
meditate with more freedom, and diſpburthen 
his full heart before God, be kneeled down, 
Nt: Od 9 my HT i be peſſble et this 
+9 ; L362 o # 5 cup | 


e Marth. xxvi. 8. Mark x xiv. 33. Pal. cxvi. 3. 
ee, n 3 0 dane. 
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eup paſs from me ; nevertheltſs wot: as I will, 
but as thou wilt . 

Tuis prayer betrays no diſtruſt of God's 
love, or ſenſe of his diſpleaſure. On the 
contrary, it expreſſeth, in the very addreſs 
of it, a full perſuaſion of his friendſhip, 
and a perfect confidence in him, O my Fa- 
ther Then, to ſhew the horror and aver- 
ſion of nature for ſuch. dreadful ſulferings as 
he had now before him, he puts up an earneſt, 
but duly qualified requeſt; * Let me ckape 
this bitter. potion, and be ſaved from the 
death of the croſs, if the great and holy 
purpoſes of thy government admit of it, 
and no divine decree oppoſes. it be poſ- 
7 ble, &c. Here was the ſimple deſire of na- 
ture, which religion requires us not to extir- 
pate, but only to regulate and govern. There- 
fore. to complete the petition already offered 
up, not to retract or correct it, he adds im- 
mediately, Nevertheleſs, not as 1 will, but as 
Thou wilt; * 1 reſign myſelf abſolutely to thy 
* diſpoſal, and embrace with perfect acqui- 

© eſcence and ſubmiſſion, whatever i is agree- 7 
able to Thee. — He had in effect pur up 
; the ſame prayer on a former, occaſion”. _ 


[3 
4 


HAVING ſpent ſome time in theſe PA, 
tions, he returned to his 8 8 e LS: 
Not 

- . PA 15 Ih. ij. 27. Matth. zxvi. 40. 
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not with a view to receive comfort, of which 


he had ſo much need, and which he had 
reaſon to expect from friends in a ſeaſon of 
common danger and diſtreſs peculiarly great 
to him; yet certainly to give comfort, and 
eſpecially to fortify them againſt the ap- 


proaching trial, But he found them over- 


powered with fleep, partly perhaps through 


long want of reſt, and partly, as we know, 


through ſorrow*. This conduct indicated 
a diſpoſition unſuitable to their preſent cir- 


cumſtances, not ſuffciently touched either 
with their own danger, or with the afflic- 
tions of their Maſter, nor duly attentive to 


Bis commands. But as he knew it to be the 
effect of human infirmity, rather than in- 
tentional neglect, he awaked them with a2 
- gentle. reproof: TW, hat ! could Je. not watch 


with me one hour ? when your own ſituation - 


too did ſo much require it! Watch and pray 
that ye enter not into temptation. And he ſub- 


joined theſe memorable words, ſerving both 


as an apology for their paſt conduct, and as 


a motive to greater vigilance for the future: f 


T, Be ſpirit indeed 15 willing, but the fleſh ts 
weak", This was "what in ſome degree he 


| himſelf now felt; and it ſhews how his own 


trials diſpoſe him to pity: and ſuccour us“. 


i a ee your e ed he 1 555 „bum 


5 great | 
* «Luke x A. 4 K. 1 Matthiaxxvi. 41. = m Heb. is, Fo. 
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great is the infirmity of human nature 
* which you have to ſtruggle with. After 
this, he went away, and put up the ſame 
prayer a ſecond time, but with more ear- 
neſtneſs, proſtrating himſelf alſo with his 
face to the ground, which proves at once the 
ſeverity of his affliction, and the ſteadineſs 
of his faith. Nay, he repeated it a third time“, 
always with increaſing marks of pain and 
grief, though with perfect reſignation, be- 
cauſe it was not the effect of haſte and-raſh- 
neſs, but of deliberate and juſt reflection. 
And one Fung informs us, that he was 
in an agony , or laboured under ſuch pain- 
: ful anxiety of mind, as not only threw him 
into a profuſe ſweat, but made his ſweat iſſue 
through the pores of his body in a thick ſizy 
manner, like great drops of blood. Many in- 
terpreters think his ſweat was blood itſelf, 
However this be, in the extremity of his af- 
fliction, an Angel was ſent from Heaven to 
ſtrengthen him“, juſt, as it happened, at rhe 
cloſe of his temptation in the wilderneſs"; to 
convince us that he was not now, any more 
than at other times, the object of his Father's 
Wrath, and that he did not pray in vain.— 
Such were the circumſtances of our Saviour 8 
agony in the SAR. „ 1 
: Do Bur, 
„Matth. xxvi. 42. * Verſe 44+ » Luke xxĩi. 44. 1 Verſe 43. : 
Matth. iv. 11, | 
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Bur, to what cauſe are we to aſcribe this | 
great horror and perturbation of mind which. 
now appeared in the Son of Gop? Did he 
nor know his Father's decree with relation 
to theſe ſufferings ? Had he not often fore- 


told them ro his diſciples? And why then 


did he imagine it poſſible to eſcape them, or 
make ſuch an urgent requeſt for that purpoſe 
to God? And whence came art that the Holy 


JesUs was ſo extremely dejected i in the view 
of his croſs, when many bleſſed Martyrs 
have proceeded to endure as great, or greater 


tortures, with chearfulneſs? — Theſe things 
have appeared very wonderful to many, to 


ſome utterly unaccountable; and thoſe who 


have attempted to explain them, have by no 


means been uniform in wad explications. 


IT ſhould feem łhere is ſome obſcurity in 


the ſubject, which we cannot pretend en- 


tirely to remove. Yet ſeveral things may 
be ſaid to this purpoſe, on clear and certain 


grounds, and of an uſeful and edifying ten- 


dency. Whatever we do, let us not have 
recourſe to arbitrary ſuppoſitions; but pay 
a ſtrict regard to the Sacred Hiſtory, — 

to our Saviour's character, — to the cir- 
cumſtances he was now placed in, — and 
the dangerous and aweful proſpect immedi- 


| MO before 2s dear I be a Poconos 


.to 
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to offer the following obſervations, not pre- 

 ſaming to unfold all that paſſed in the mind 

of the Bleſſed IExsus on this occaſion, but 

_ earneſtly deſirous to learn of him in every 
ſituation, and to 'overlook no circumſtance 
of his paſſion which may be profitable to us, 


FIRST, then, if we conſider the ſufferings. 


themſelves which were to be endured by © 


our LoRD, together with his clear and diſ- 
tinct foreknowledge of them, we {hall ſee that 
his great uneaſineſs on their near approach, 
and his earneſt prayers to be exempted from 
them if agreeable to the will of God, were not 
without juſt cauſe: for, theſe ſalleriogs were 
undoubtedly very terrible to fleth and blood, 
not to ſpeak of any uncommon delicacy 
either of body or mind ; and being now juſt 
at hand, they appeared all at once to the ap- 
prehenſion of Jesvs in their full magnitude. 
The Son of God knew himſelf to be already 
betrayed and ſold, by one who had been ad- 
mitted to the ane en of a choſen friend: 
that his perſon was ſoon to be ſeized on chi 
very ſport, by a band of ruffian ſoldiers ;— 
that he was to undergo a trial before differ- 
ent tribunals, in each of which new inſults 
and indignities awaited him, and at length 
to be condemned as an evil-doer of the worſt 
kind; e he was to be ſhamefully abuſed 
| LE by 
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by mercileſs guards and keepers, without a 
ſingle friend to eſpouſe his cauſe, or afford 
him the protection which is due to common 
criminals ;—to be ſcourged by their ſacrile- 
gious hands, expoſed to the populace in cir- 
eumſtances of diſtreſs, ſufficient, if poſlible, 
to move the heart of cruelty itſelf ;—and in 
concluſion, nailed to a croſs, hung up there 


to expire by lingering torture, in company 


with two malefactors, who had forfeited 
their lives to public juſtice, and yet ſhould 


experience more lenity than he; and all this 


in the view of many thoaſand: ſpectators, 

hard-hearted enough, moſt of them, to revile 
and deride him in his laſt moments. Cer- 
tainly there was in this horrid train of cala- 
mities, ſomething very ſhocking to human 


nature; 


and the firmeſt hero, if he acted 


| hn affectation, might be allowed to 
ſhrink a little in the immediate proſpect of 


theſe ſufferings. Such a group of frightful 
objects, uniting their force, and ruſhing in 
upon the mind of JzsUs together in the 
ſame inſtant, would naturally aſſault his re- 
ſolution with more violence than the actual 
enduring of the evils they brought, when 


encountered ſeparately, and in ſucceſſion 
one ou another, | es 


Tux 
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Tu external appearances of fortitude often 
proceed from other cauſes very foreign to 
that of virtue itſelf; as from inſenſibility of 
temper, or a iadicd reſolution not to diſ- 
cover our fears and griefs, whatever they 
are: neither of which cauſes had any place 
in our Divine Maſter, nor ought to have in 
us. He was evidently of a tender, mild, 
and compaſſionate temper, which is uſually 
accompanied with a quick ſenſibility to un- 
merited diſgrace and pain. The ancient 
Stoicks maintained, in ſpite of nature, that 
pain is no evil. There are none more re- 
markable for contempt of pain than wild 
ſavages, of whom it is related, that they 
will defy and provoke the ingenuity of their 
tormentors in killing them. There is alſo 
a ferocious hardineſs, or rather a brutal ſtu- 
pidity, often ſeen in the vileſt malefactors, 
who glory in meeting death with apparent 
indifference and contempr. The Saviour of 
the world was far from ſuch principles and 
diſpoſitions. He felt that horror and reluſtance 
to pain and ignominy, which is as innocent 
as it is inſeparable from human nature; 
and fince he felt it, he was above the affect- 
ation of concealing or diſſembling it in the 
proper time and place. He made no public 
parade of his ſorrows; but with a candid 
a of heart, he confeſſed them to his 
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friends in private; and with humble confi- 
dence and reſignation, prayed to his Father, 
that if it were poſſible, or fit in itſelf, and 
conſiſtent with his will, this cup might paſs 
from him: For he foal not to have conſi- 
dered his excruciating death, in the manner 
it happened, as previouſly fixed by an ab/o-* 


tute divine decree, His own predictions, 


and thoſe of the ancient prophets, concern- 


ing this event, might be conditional, though 
expreſſed in abſolute terms, as is certainly 
the caſe with many other propbecies re- 


corded in Scripture*: And at any rate, pro- 


phecies of future events cannot hinder” the 


mind to be affected with preſent objects; nor 
is the accompliſhment of them the proper and 
direct rule of our duty, but only the will of 


God, according to the circumſtances in which 


we are placed. Our Lord failed not to uſe all 
fit means to prevent the diſcouragement of 


his Apoſtles, when he ſhould ſuffer, the fall 
of Peter, the treachery of Judas, and the 


deſtruction of Jerufalem?, „ N he had 
foretold theſe things e 


As 


5 2 Sam. xii. Jonah iii. 


See Biſhop Newcome's excellent ebſcreitions on our 
Lord's conduct, Sc. p. 396. And Lardner's Sermons on 
Ennis 's Sufferings, whoſe ideas, after the moſt careful 
Examination, I have often'been obliged to adopt in this - 
hiſtory, and even to-borrow his expreſſions ſomerimes. 
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As to his own ſufferings, therefore, tho 
diſtinctly foreſeen and predicted by him, he 
felt what was natural in the near view of 
them; and he did not ſuppreſs what he felt, 
willing that they might be averted if God 
ſaw fit, but otherwiſe willing to bear them. 
Alf ſome pious Chriſtians under the reign 
of perſecution, have ambitiouſly courted the 
crown of martyrdom“, and rejoiced when 
they found it, what thall we ſay ?—Thar 
their behaviour was a model of perfection ? 
No: Rather that their zeal had tranſported 
them beyond the bounds of reaſon; and that 
their integrity was more to be commended 
than their judgement. They ſtrove for the 
truth; but ſome of them did not ſtrive © 
fx. To ſeek ſuch combats, was not 
their duty; but by all innocent means to a- 
void them. 80 their Divine Maſter both 
S taught 
et is obſerved in that valuable monument of antiquity, 
the Epiſtle of the Church of Smyrna, concerning the 
_ martyrs who ſuffered there in the fecond century, that 
© Polycarp waited until he ſhould be delivered up, even as 
our Lord did,” c. And the ſame epiſtle afterwards 
makes mention of one Quintus, who had prevailed on 
himſelf to appear of his own accord before the Proconſul, 
and had excited others to follow his example; yet was diſ- 
mayed in the hour of trial, and perſuaded to renounce 
chriſtianity. * Wherefore,? add they, we commend not 
_ © thoſe who voluntarily repair to the judgement-ſeat ; for 


the Goſpel hath not fo taught. Account of the Martyrs 
at OR and TO Edin. 1776. 
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taught and acted:; and certainly He, we, 


- 


notwithſtanding a nated dread and horror 


for the death of the croſs, declined not to 
meet it in the path of duty, hath ſet us a 
pattern much more reaſonable, more ami- 
able, and more worthy of imitation. It may 
be added, that the Martyrs, beſide the ſuc- 
cours of religion, were often ſupported and 


animated by the exhortations, examples, and 


applauſes of their friends, and the diſtin- 
guiſhed honours ſhewn to the memory of 
thoſe who had ſuffered before them in the 
ſame cauſe. JIxsus had not any one ſupport 
or encouragement in his ſufferings, but what 
flowed from conſcious innocence and virtue. 
Indeed his ſituation was quite ſingular and 
unexampled, and different in many reſpects 


from chat of any of his tollowers. 


Bur, fecondl , might not that great anxiety 


which Jxsus felt in the garden, ariſe in part 


from an apprehenſiveneſs about the difh+» 
culty of maintaining a becoming temper 
and deportment, under ſuch unexperienced 
and aweful trials as did now : preſent them- 
ſelves to him? The Apoſtle aſſures us, that 
our Saviour was in all points tempted like as 
we are, yet without fin" ; and that he learned 
„ | N obedtence 
* Matth. x. 3. Heb. iv. 15. 


Death of Feſus Chrit. 25 
obedience (i. e. the difficulty of obedience *) by 
the things which he ſuffered"; which were ſo 
appointed for him, that he might be better 

qualified to ſuccour us when we are tempted*, 
In every part of life, indeed, and at death, 
his behaviour was without defect or blemith. - 
But was it rendered ſo complete without any 
trouble or effort? Certain it is, that in the 
moſt innocent and virtuous characters a- 
mong men, the bias of animal nature will 
ſometimes draw contrary to duty; and the 
ſenſes and paſſions will diſcover a reluctance 
ſufficient to call forth painful exertions of 
moral and religious principle, in order to 
perform what is right. The Bleſſed Ixsus 
was made like unto us, though more pure 
and perfect. The Divine Nature in him did 
not abſorb the human, or exempt him from 
the ſinleſs infirmities thereof: And indeed, 
without any ſhare of ſuch feelings, he would 
not have been liable to temptation, much 
leſs actually tempted: He would have had 
no need for watchfulneſs and prayer, the 
duties he was now practiſing ; nor could he 
have at all diſtinguiſhed between his own 
will, and that of his Father. He always be- 


haved, it is true, with the nen propriety, 
fa EMT and 


3 Chap. i ii. 18. 


* The difficulty of obedience i is the proper leſſon to be 
learned from ſuffering. = 


> 
„ 


- 

. 

* * . — * . 
2 — 


3 —ů 2 —é 
bo 7 a 
— bo 2 6.1 4” 


3 - , NPY 5 * 2 * * — 9 — _ — — r k 8 — 4 —— 
— — — — — 1 ins h L © b 2 E 5% N N N K ANAL, - = " 3 8 — ©. 
4 — — 5 . 7 > ” MIT 1 1400, wo gre ta oft DE x0. 6 gat, 7104 wah 4 _ 
g fr 0 > SP Rane ag oY on — — 2 — * „„ meta Ley N 80 h W — — 2 
_— r — c N r * nee gen b HSA —— 2 1 G x IRE? 7 . 2 Or Ge op 
— — — : 3 _— * 8 * . * N * * 1 
—— — — —— er nnr Maga IPRS Con any; 8 — rr 2 n eee e g . mo 
. . an be 4 . 2 " = 6 * ne — 2 2 % d —_ - reer ns Re — 
Le — - — - 4 by rr r rn rr err 
: * 


, 4 
ER 2 
R 


TEE 2 2 — \ ov 2 
— wi — — * ———— — —— — 
Is 1 
l 2 —— 
N — )— ons on . — DDr 2 x — 0 —— eee 
5 


26 A Prafiical Eſa on the 


and performed the moſt difficult acts of vir- 


tue with admirable eaſe and dignity, That 


eaſe, however, we may well believe, was not 


the effect of careleſſneſs and ſloth, of uncul- 
tivated nature, or even of heavenly endow- 


ments alone; but of ſtrict attention, and per- 


fect moral eee joined with ſuperna- 


tural gifts. Although the mutual ſtruggles 


of reaſon and paſſion are a conſequence of 
imperfection, yet the victory of reaſon de- 


rives more value from that very circum- 
ſtance. Take away from a man's actions, 
all care, and attention, and effort» in favour 

of virtue, and you exceedingly leſſen, or 


even reduce to nothing the merit of them, 


be ey ever ſo ts in themſcluis... 


en our Bleſſed Lou ſullained 
a very high and extraordinary character a- 
mong men, and had a ſublime ſtandard of 
perfection in his eye. Hitherto, his whole 


conduct had been worthy of the only begot- 


ten So of Gop, the choſen Meſſenger and 
Favourite of Heaven. He was determined it 
ſhould continue ſo to the laſt. But che trials 


now to be encountered were new and ſingu- 


lar: — trials they were, to which many ſevere 
ones already paſt were but a gentle prelude: 


And what would be the conſequence of any 
unſuitable e Yer, them ? any 


failure 
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failure in the duties of chars, fortitude, 
and reſignation; thus put to the ſharpeſt 
proof ?—The very idea of it was dreadful], 
— Theſe confiderations may not unreaſon- 
ably be thought to have made a ſtrong im- 
preſſion on the pure and exalted ſpirit of 
the Lord FEsus, and to have filled him 
with painful apprehenſion, in this prepara- 
tory view which he took of his laſt ſuffer- 
ings. A ſentiment of this kind he had ex- 
preſſed ſome good while ago, on another 
occaſion: I have a baptiſm to be baptized with, 
and how am 1 ftraitened till it be accompliſhed*! 
Knowing the death he had to ſuffer, he 
looked forward to it at a diſtance, with deep 
concern and anxiety ; and could never ſet 
his mind at eaſe, till ſo great a trial ſhould 
be ' happily over: But now the hour was 
come, and the danger would naturally ap- 
pear to him in its moſt frightful aſpect. 


Ir is the part of a brave man to fear 
danger when he ſees it, approaching, and by 
all poſſible and lawful means to provide 
_ againſt it, but to remain calm and intrepid 
in the actual conflict. Cowards, on the 
contrary, are apt to boaſt of the mighty 
things they can do, while no danger is near; 
but the hour of trial ain ſoon expoſes 

| | their 


Luke xii. 50. 
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their meanneſs and irreſolution. Thus Solo- 
mon ſays, 4 wwiſe man feareth, and departethʒh 
from evil; but the fool rageth, and is confident *, _ 
How often has the fight of racks, and other 
inſtruments of torture, overcome the con- 
ſtancy even of virtuous minds! And how 
many inſtances have there been of good men, 
who, by indulging themſelves in too great 
ſecurity, have been ſurpriſed into ſhameful 
miſcarriages, and in one fatal hour have loſt 
the fruit of many former - viRtories !—The 


Apoſtle Peter perſuaded himſelf that his 


reſolution was invincible, in adhering . to 
CurisT ; and yet, how ſoon did it forſake 
him in the hour of danger! Surely it be- 
hoves us, when the ſtorm gathers, and ha- 


zardous trials are impending, to be much 
concerned that they may not make us diſ- 
grace our character and hopes; may not 


ſucceſsfully tempt us to ſay or do any-thing 
diſhonourable to God, or of bad example to 
our brethren. This is even the principal 


circymſiance* which renders the furnace af 


Fon 


2 P rov. xiv. 16. | 


* The Chriſtians of Lyons, having Ae of ſome 


among them who had apoſtatiſed under per ſecution, ſub- _ 


Join theſe words: Indeed we were all greatly diſmayed by 


© reaſon of the uncertainty of the event in the day of trial: 


© We did not fear the tortures inflicted 4 but, looking for- 
* ward unto the end, we dreaded left any-one ſhould fall.“ 
Account of the Martyrs at Smyrna and Lyons. Edin. 1776. 
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affliction formidable to good men. They 
are not ſo much afraid of ſuffering pain, as 


of loſing in any degree their innocence and 


virtue: It is this they are mainly concerned 


about. We ſhould endeavour to avoid ſuch 
great trials, or even any trials whatever, as 


far as duty permits; and if they are inevit- 


able, ſhould arm ourſelves to meet them as 


well as we can: and though our preparation 


itſelf may coſt us no ſmall pain, we ſhall 
undoubtedly behave the better for it in the 


time of ation,—Add to theſe things, in the 


TairD place; that the bodily frame, and 


the ſtate of the animal fpirits, have neceſ- 


ſarily, in this life, a great influence on the 


preſent temper of the mind. There are times 
when nothing appears hard or difficult to 
us: There are other times, when ſmall diffi- 
culties appear-unſurmountable. This is one 


of the innocent infirmities of human nature. 


If. the body be in a weak and exhauſted ſtate, 
the mind is more apt to be depreſſed in the 
view of any great danger or affliction. Some- 
thing of this kind may have concurred with 
other circumſtances to occaſion our Saviour's 
dejection in the garden. We do not find 

indeed, that he was ever afflicted with any 


of thoſe bodily diſeaſes which are the uſual 
indications and forerunners of our morta- 
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lity ; but he was not exempted from bodily 
pain, fatigue, and wearinefs *, The labours 
he had undergone, were very great ever ſince 
he entered on his public miniſtry; but more 
eſpecially of late, ſince his laſt coming to 
Jeruſalem, when he was employed in an 
almoſt inceſſant courſe of teaching, either 


in the temple, or only with his diſciples and 
a few friends in private. And now, at the 
cloſe of all theſe toils, without a moment's 


reſpite, it remained for him to go through 
the long ſeries of his bitter ſufferings. Thi 
fuch a ſtate, no wonder they ſhould appear 
peculiarly formidable, though they had not 
been ſo near at hand. On former occaſions, 
he hid often ſpoken of them to his diſciples 
with perfect compoſure, ſometimes alſo with 


_ viſible marks of trouble and uneaſineſs*; but 


he always perſiſted with undaunted reſolu- 
tion, to declare the truth which he had re- 
ceived from his Father, and to finiſh his 


| work, though he knew that thar very thing 


was to bring him to the death of the croſs. 

In the garden, he was ſtill determined as much 
as ever, not to recede from duty, for fear of 
theſe ſufferings; but he could not hinder the 


near view of them from ſtriking his mind 


more: forcibly than heretofore, nor avoid 

jo at this aweful moment, an unuſual 
— | | nn 
1 Jokn iv. 6. * Chap, xii. 27. 


7 L 
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horror and averſion for rhem But, in che 
Fourth, and 


LAS . . laying tits own Tulllvings en- 


tirely our of the queſtion, it may be reckon- 


ed certain that the Saviour of the world 
felt ſtrongly for others on this occaſion, both 
friends and enemies. His dear little flock 
were ſoon to be ſcattered, becauſe the Shepherd 
was about to be ſmitten *, The firmeſt of his 


friends and followers were, by his ignomini- 


ous ſufferings, to be for a time overwhelmed 
with ſorrow and deſpair ; their faith ſhaken 
to its foundation, and all their fondeſt hopes 
_ extinguiſhed. One diſciple would be tempted 


to diſclaim all connection with him. Another 5 
would, by betraying him, become a ſon of 


perdition*,. and a monument of divine ven- 
geance, notwithſtanding every ſuitable ad- 
monition and warning to prevent it. And 


the Jewiſh people, who were his own in a 
peculiar manner, and whom he would ſo 


often have gathered together even as a hen 


gathereth her chickens under her wings, were 


haſtening, by the blood of his croſs, to fill up 


the meaſure of their iniquities, and to bring 


ſuch ruin on themſelves and their children 
as never befel any other nation, Nor was 


bs croſs to prove a . block _ to 


| a e Marth. 3 31. d John xiii. 21. 
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them. Alas! how many others in all nations 
and ages of the world, would diſdain to be- 
come the followers of a Maſter whoſe life 
had terminated in the infamy of a public 
execution. And what multitudes of. the hu- 
man race, and even amongſt the followers of 
his Name, would finally periſh, notwithſtand- 
ing all his benevolent zeal, and after he 
ſhould have endured the death of the croſs to 
ſave them. Theſe lamentable events, not un- 
foreſeen, or unattended to, pierced the heart 
of Jxsus at this time, and ſhook his whole 
frame. The generous and noble mind is af- 
flicted at the pain it gives to friends, though 
undefignedly : it regrets the unhappy lot of 
enemies, even when it ſuffers by them moſt 
unjuſtly; and is ſtill more uneaſy on their 
account than its own, Such was the temper 
of the Bleſſed Jesvs ! Weep: not for me, ye 
daughters of Jeruſalem, ſaid he; but weep for 
yourſelves, and for your FT anche &c*, Was it 
not deſirable that theſe evils might be pre- 
vented, if it could be done without prejudice 
to any higher intereſt? And might not the 
Son of Gop fitly pray for the averting of 
ſuch miſeries, provided Infinite Wiſdom faw 


meet ?—lt may be added, that the Son of 


Gop felt agonizing pangs in this melancholy 
hour, at the foreſight of that fierce oppoſi- 
© Luke xxiii. 28, Ke. 


— 
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tion hich his religion was deſtined to meet 
with in the world; of the unrighteous me- 
thods which would be taken, whether by 


enemies to extirpate, or by miſtaken friends 


to propagate it; and of thoſe ſeas of inno- 


cent blood which would be ſhed on occaſion 


of the doctrine of heavenly peace and love. 
He was ſore amazed at thoſe enormous cor- 
ruptions which were to be introduced into 
his pure and perfect religion, through the 
careleſſneſs, fraud, or wicked inventions of 


men; and at the diviſions, the ſtrifes, the 


enmities, perſecutions, and manifold vices 
which were often to reign in the boſom of 


his church; all ſerving to fruſtrate the de- 


fign of his death, and of his whole media- 
tion.— O Father! Lord of heaven and earth! 
muſt thy Son ſuffer ſuch things, and with 


5 ſo little benefit to the unhappy race of men? | 
But thy will be done ! | 


ubs we 17 W divers l 
cxuſes of our Saviour's agony in the garden; 
but have ſaid nothing of God's withdrawing. 
his countenance from him, or inflicting ſe- 
cret torments on his ſoul, becauſe that ſeems 


injurious to the character of God, and not 


agreeable to the truth of the gelder hiſtory, 
Jzsus no doubt experienced at this time, a 


5 diminution of the ſenſible conſolations of his 
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Father's love, through ds great preſſure of 


his griefs and fears, which for a while would 
not ſuffer him, as formerly, to attend to ſuch 
contemplations. But he ſoon found even 


theſe in the miniſtry of the Angel that ap- 


peared to him; and he did not, in the depth 
of his agony, conſider himſelf as ſuffering 

under the divine indignation: nor was there 
any reaſon why he ſhould, fince it is certain 


he was never more the object of his Father's 


love, than at this very time, when, notwith- 
ſtanding all the reluctances of nature, he vo- 


luntarily determined to lay down his life for 


the . ſheep*. And if God ſeem for a ſeaſon 


to neglect us in our ſufferings, while we are 
fincerely attached to him, and to ſhut the 


door of his mercy againſt us, it is not a mark 


of his wrath, but a trial which his wiſdom 
| hath ſometimes allotted ro wiſe and good 
men. In ſach caſes, let us ſtill, after their 
example, and that of our Divine Saviour, 
reſolutely ſubmit to God's will, holding faſt 
our integrity and our cen in him, and 
aſſuring ourſelves of the happy iſſue ar all 
our troubles. The cauſes of our Lord's ex- 


traordinary diſtreſs in the garden of Geth- 
femane, I have endeavoured to deduce from 


other facts related in the ſame hiſtory. They 


will be 8 g it is 1 moſt or all of 
them, 
. John . rel. ai | 
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them, to have contributed to it in a certain 
degree; and if they are not ſufficient to ac- 
count for this fiagular and important fact, 
there is none of them but may at leaſt be 
_ uſeful for our inſtruction, From the whole 
we 'may learn, among other things, theſe 
following leflons. | 


1. Tus benefit of perſevering watchfulneſs 
and prayer, amidſt great difficulties; which 
appears conſpicuous in the caſe of our bleſſed 
SAVIOUR now before us, not only from the 
_ circumſtance of an Angel being ſent from 
heaven to ſtrengthen him, but hkewiſe from 
the words of the Apoſtle to the Hebrews, 
who, undoubtedly referring to our Saviour's 
devotions in the garden, ſays, that in the 
days of has fleſh, when he had offered up pray= _ - 
ers and ſupphcations with ſtrong arg and 
tears, he was heard in that he feared®, i. e. 
| ſay ſome, He was heard for his piety 770 5 
dutiful ſubmiſſion to God; or, according to 
others, He was heard ſo as to be delivered 
from his fear, Be this as it will, He was 
Heard —his prayers were not fruictels and 
unavailing. He was not indeed ſaved from 
death or ſuffering; that he did not abſolute- 
ly pray for: But he was ſtrengthened and 

enabled with a divine fortitude and magna- 
N 7 No: 2: : "OTA 
77S Mat +9 ; | | 
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236 - 4 Practical Eſay on the 

nimity, to ſuſtain all the miſeries of his croſs, 
The like favour may be firmly expected by 
every ſincere Chriſtian. Are you under any 
great preſſure of ſorrow, or fear of evil to 
come? Go to God commit your cauſe to 
him—implore with fervour his protection 
and deliverance from the evil, only ſo far as 
it may be agreeable to his will. Then will 
he hear and ſuccour you. If he does not ſee 


fit to avert the calamity, he will be with you, 


and carry you through it with fafery and 


with NOPE: 8 


2. We have, in this paſſage, an authentic | 


proof both of our Saviour's real humanity, 


and of the inviolable truth and impartiality 


of his hiſtorians, The Bleſſed Jzesvs is not 


here exhibited to us on the ſplendid theatre 
of public life, inſtructing the multitudes, and 


aſtoniſhing them by the manifeſtations of his 


divine wiſdom and power. Had we ſeen him : 


only in theſe circumſtances, we might have 
been tempted to doubt whether he was really 

a partaker of fleſh and blood like us; which 
would have deprived us in a great meaſure 
of the benefit of his example. This is faid 


to have been the error of an ancient ſe& of 
Chriſtians, who held, that Jzsvs ſuffered and 
died in appearance only, not in reality; he 
ig in their apprehenſion, incapable of real 

N 


Death of Jaſus Chrift, 7 
ſuffering. But to confute that notion, we. 
here ſee him in a more dark and retired ſcene 
of life, which, if he had pleaſed, he might 
eaſily have concealed from all the world. We 
are invited to follow him into ſolitude, and 
to be witneſſes of his ſecret fears and ſorrows. 
The inmoſt receſſes of his heart are laid open 
to us, in one of the moſt intereſting ſitua- 
tions that ever fell to the lot of humanity. 
And what ſee we here, other than a Great 
and Noble Soul ſtruggling with che innocent 
infirmities of human nature, and at length 
gaining a complete victory over them? His 
mind taking a view of the tremendous pro- 
ſpect before him, recoils upon itſelf. He 
feels a momentary dejection, irreſolution, and 
horror. He confeſſes it to his friends, and 
applies to Heaven for relief; but entertains 
not the leaſt thought of departing from the 
path of duty to avoid pain, and receives his 
bitter cup with readineſs and complacency, 
as given him by his Father, —What think ye 
now of CuRISsT ? whoſe Son is he? He is 
the Son of Man, tis true: But, do you find 
any thing in him inconſiſtent with the cha” 
maile of the Sow of GOD? I ei not. 


e ee the Keese had as little ap- 
prehenſion of any ſuch thing, as their bleſſed 
Maſter, or they would not have fo minutely 
| GS | related 
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related this ſecret paſſage, known to no man 


but him and themſelves, when they might 


have eaſily ſuppreſſed the whole tranſaction 
without violating the laws of truth. Or, if 


they had been drawing a character of fictiti- 


ous excellence according to their own fancies, 
and had found our Saviour's behaviour in the 
garden as unaccountably weak, as ſome have 


done, they might have deſcribed him in 
another manner. But they were not afraid 


to exhibit their Maſter in every light in which 
he really appeared, and to make us acquaint» 
ed with the private as well as the public . 
tranſactions of his life; far from thinking 
they did thereby injure his Name and Reli- 
gion. They aimed at the undiſguiſed ſim- 
plicity of truth; and whether you think the 
conduct of Jesvs on this occaſion great or 


mean, laudable or otherwiſe, you have it from 


them juſt as it was. And for a farther proof 
of their impartiality, they have not concealed 
their own behaviour in this inſtance, which 
was really blameable. But indeed this part 


of our Saviour's life, when viewed with the 
eye of candour, and in its own light, I mean 


that which the reſt of his hiſtory throws 
upon it, will, it is preſumed, appear truly 


ing and exemplary, worthy to be pu- 
bliſhed to all mankind, and highly deſerving 


: their moſt ſeri 10ns attention, Furthermore, 


3. WE 


| Death of Feſus Chrift. . 
3. We earn from this memorable paſſage, 
chat it is not needful to condemn ourſelves, 
far leſs to deſpair of the favour of God, be- 
. cauſe we feel and are affected with the evils 
of this life, and do not poſſeſs a ſtoical inſen- 
ſibility; nay, that we may lawfully pray a- 
gainſt thoſe evils, and ſeek to be exempted 
from them. It is even our duty ſo to do, pro- 
vided we do it under proper limitations, and 
with due ſubmiſſion to God's holy will. Do 
your ſorrows extort groans and tears from 
you ?—Be not afraid the ſame thing hap- 
pened to your Divine Maſter, who graciouſly 
accommodated himſelf to our weakneſs, Take 
courage after his example, and wait patient- 
ly for the falvation of God. It is not the 
buſineſs of true religion to render us regard- 
| leſs of the calamities of life, or to make us 
affe a ſeeming indifference. about ſufferings, : 
to which we never can be really indifferent; 
but to teach us how to bear affliction, * 
out being deterred from our duty by it, and 
without repinings and AEUrOngs againſt 
Providence. | 
4. 1 The great leſſon which we 
ought to learn from the preſent, as well as 
every other paſſage of our Saviour's life, is a 
deliberate and unreſerved compliance with _ 
is will of God, and ſubmiſſion to his diſ- 
„%%% ns . | 
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poſals with reſpect to us in all circumſtances, 

-how contrary ſoever they may ſeem to our 

deſervings, or ſhocking to our natural feel- 
ings and inclinations ; though our paſhons 
revolt againſt them; and though we find our- 
ſelves at one and the {ame time aſſaulted with 
the greateſt injuſtice and cruelry by the world, 

and left deſtitute of inward conſolations from 
above. Such was the ſubmiſſion and com- 
pliance now exemplified by our Bleſſed Savi- 
our. Having been guilty of no fin, he was 
not liable to death by the divine conſtitution, 
any more than Adam before he ate the for- 
bidden fruit. Nor was there any human 
power able to depri ve him of life, till he ſaw 
fit voluntarily to reſign it. But, for the good 
of men, he came to make a willing oblation 
of it, and to reſume it again on more advan- 
tageous terms; as he himſelf declares, There- 

_ fore doth my Father love me, becauſe J lay down 
my life, that I might take it agam. No man 
taketh it from me, but I lay it down of myſelf. 
T have power 10 lay it down, and 1 have power 

to take it again. This commandment (or com- 
miſſion) have I received of my Father. It was 
the Father's will, that his beloved Son, after 
having taught and confirmed true religion, 
and ſet an example of it, ſhould for great and 
wie e be delivered up to the Jews, 


who 


| 1 John x. 17. Fs 
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who would condemn him to a cruel death: 


and the time was now come, when this will 


was to be fulfilled. Often on former occa- 
ſions, had Jesvs wonderfully ſaved himſelf 
from the violence of his enemies, becauſe his 


hour was not yet come*®; nor was there any 


* 


power wanting for his deliverance at this time 
more than at others. But the work which his 
Father had given him to do, was now finiſh- 


ed, all to that part of laying down his life on e 


che croſs; and therefore he no longer ſought 
to eſcape from the malice and power. of the 


Jewiſh rulers, but commended his cauſe to 
Heaven, and overcame the horrors and re- 
luctances of nature “, by reflecting on his 
paſt life, which gave him the higheſt ſatiſ- 


faction, and on his eminent and peculiar in- 


tereſt in the favour of God; and that though 
now forſaken and perſecuted by men, he 


really merited every mark of their eſteem, 
and would in proceſs of time be ſure to gain 
it from all the wiſc and good. He confidered 


the 
* Mark iii. 7. Luke iv. 30. John x. 39. 


. * Tf St Paul expreſſed a happy reſignation i in the near 


_ proſpect of martyrdom, 2 Tim. iv. 6,—8. it is certain our 
Saviour exerciſed the ſame during the whole courſe of his 
aweful ſufferings; and if, in the latter caſe, there were na- 
' tural reluctances expreſſed at the beginning which were 
not in the former, the example is upon the whole fo 
much the more perfect, to ſay nothing of the cope | 
of circumſtances, 
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the joy that was ſet before him' ; the benefit 
which would redound to mankind from his 


death *, and which was truly great and im- 


nt, though leſs than divine benevolence 
wiſhed; the neceſſity of that event to the ful- 
filling af the Scriptures *, and of one principal 
end of his miſſion ?; and finally, that how 
bitter ſoever the cup might be in itſelf, it 
was adminiſtred to him by his Father, whom 


| he loved ſupremely, and whoſe commands it 


was his higheſt ambition to execute. Hav- 


ing, by theſe conſiderations, and by the ex- 


traordinary ſuccour vouchſafed to him from 
above, reconciled his mind to the ſevere 
duty, he not only profeſſed obedience to the 


will of God, but nobly performed it in every 
part when it came to the trial. And this was 


| that offerins and facrifice of himſelf which he 


gave, of ſuch a ſweet-ſmelling ſavour unto God®, 


This was his obedience unto death, in re- 


ward of which God did fo highly exalt him“: 


And this, Chriſtian, is the pattern which you 


and I are required to imitate. But, who of 


himſelf is able to act thus? I beſeech thee, 


O Lord God Almighty ! to help my infir- 

* mities by thy good Spirit; and give me 
grace, in all circumſtances, to bring my paſ- 

* fions and inclinations under a ee 
1 Heb. xi. 2. John xii. 24. » Matth. xxvi. 34. 
ee, ͤ ,, 6 Philip. ii. 8+ 
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ill; that whatever Jam called 
to do or to fake, I may be enabled, after 
the example of my Saviour, to ſay from the 
bottom of my heart, and with an effectual 
reſolution to reduce it to practice, Not my 
will, O heavenly Father! but thine be done. 
I: us return to our Oy. 


J ² 8 
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SECTION II. 


Is us made @ Priſoner. 


WE come now to the firſt ſcene of our 
Saviour's public ſufferings, at which 
ſome begin the hiſtory of his paſſion, when 
he was arreſted in the night-time as a crimi- 
nal, by an armed multitude“, with autho- 
rity from the Chief Prieſts, and with Judas 
the traitor for their guide, And in this 
Ru fituation, ſo humiliating according to the 
| world, Jesus reaſſumes, if I may fay fo, 
his own greatneſs, If he ſeemed to betray 
any marks of human weakneſs in the near 
proſpect and contemplation of his ſufferings, 
it is certain he diſcovered nothing of that 
kind when Ty engaged with them, You 
would 


* „ The Jews had a body of 8 of their own nation, 
appointed to keep guard in the temple at all ſeaſons, under 
the command of an officer of the prieſtly order, called 
Captain of the Temple. Acts iv. 1. v. 24,—26. But, by 

way of reinforcement to this guard, the Romans were 
wont, upon the great Jewiſh Feſtivals, to ſend, at the re- 
queſt of the Chief Prieſts, a detachment of their own men, 
to aſſiſt the Jewiſh' ſoldiers in keeping order, and prevent. . 
ing diſturbances among ſo vaſt a concourſe of people as 
theſe ſolemnities drew together. It ſeems to have been a part 
of this united band that was ſent to - en Jasvs. 
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would think him ſaddenly changed into an- 


other man. A little before, notwithſtanding 


the reſignation of his heart, you find him 


ſunk and diſpirited, his whole frame agi- 
tated with fear and ſorrow, begging to be 


15 delivered from his paſſion. Now, you behold 


him full of courage, animating his Apoſtles, 
going forth to meet his enemies; declaring, 
with a reſolution that confounded them, 
who he was; forbidding all reſiſtance, and 
meekly giving himſelf up into their hands, 
becauſe it was his Father's will. For, that the 
World may kuow that I love the Father, ſaid he, 
even as the Father gave me commandment, ſo 


I do. May we not conclude that it was 
partly from retirement and prayer he derived . 


this ſtrength? of which his followers are 
encouraged to hope for ſuitable meaſures 
always according to their need, if they imi- 


tate him in the ſame duties. For certain, 
however, this is the true teſt of virtue, not 
only to profeſs, but to perform; not to wall | 


5 4 but N to do. 


I is true, the very pair of his allliction | 


in the garden, did not unfit him for any duty 
which the occaſion required. It did not 
make him abandon himſelf, or forget his 
friends, or omit NP thing that reaſonably 

could 


9 Joo xiv. 31. 
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could be done to prepare them for the ap- 
proaching ſtorm. Having once and again 
exhorted them to watch and pray, when he 
came to them the third time, and found 
them aſleep, he ſaid to them, Sleep on now, 
0nd take your reſt”, for me, as long as you 
pleaſe; but enough of that *, The hour is 
come, and the Son of Man is betrayed into the 
hands of finners. \ Riſe, let us be advancing ; 
behold be is at hand that doth betray me 
| Scarcely had he ended theſe words, when the 
band of armed ſoldiers appeared, advancing 
with a hoſtile and menacing aſpect, at- 
tended by a croud of people, and with lan- 
| terns and torches carried before them, that 
they might ſearch for him in every lurking 
place, if neceſſary, and might be ſure to ſeize 
him in ſpite of all reſiſtance, They had Judas 
at their head, who undertook to ſhew them 
the way; and as he could not but know 
Ixsus in the night-time better than they, 
though ſome of them no doubt had ſeen. 
him before, he gave them a fignal by which 
they might diſtinguiſh the Maſter from his 
diſciples: Whomſoever I ſball hiſs, ſaid he, that 
i the man you re ſent for; hold him fal 5 
. 
\ Mark xiv. 41. Ss Matth. 5 55 „ 1 Verſe 48. 
Or, Are you ſleeping ſtill, and taking your reſt ? 
- Enough of that, &c.” erexa, i. e. arexfa, 228885 
Pn; Satis a Caſtal, 
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TAE appearance of ſuch a formidable 


force coming to apprehend JESsus in the 


_ night-ſeaſon, juſt after his ſecret agony, did 


not however diſmay or terrify him: He | 


met it with a firm and majeſtic compoſure, 
The traitor coming up to him, ſaid, Hail 


Mafter! and kiſſed him*;—an addreſs to appear- | 


ance very kind and courteous, but which 
concealed a treachery more black than that 


= of Joab towards Amaſa, when he ſaid to 


him, Art thou in health, my brother? and 


with the right hand took him by the beard 
to kiſs him, while, with a ſword in his left 


hand, he run him through the body, This 
was the completion of Judas's ingratitude 
and perfidy, and thus he earned his thirty 


pieces of filver, Hail ang: + ſaid he, and 
ee, „„ 


70 which IEsus 3 wh dat cane 
neſs and dignity, Friend, wherefore art thou 
come *? Tell me, friend, what is the true in- 


tention of this viſit. Is it not that you, my 


companion, are become my enemy, and have 


contrived to betray. your Maſter with the | 
ſemblance of friendſhip Judas, betrapef + 


the Som of Man with a ak iP 


«Mate xxvi. 48 „Sam. xx. 9. Matth. xzvi. 50. 
Luke xxii. 48. 1 „ 
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Few evils in human life are more hard to 
bear, than the ingratitude and treachery of 
thoſe from whom we have reaſon to expect 
attachment and love; and the farther we 
ourſelves are from any taint of theſe crimes, 
the more ſenſibly do we feel the baſeneſs 
of them in others. David more than once 

experienced this treatment; and he ſpeaks of 
it in terms which plainly ſhew how much 
he was hurt by it: Tea mine own familiar 

friend, ſaid he, in whom I truſted, which did 
eat of my bread, hath lift up his heel againſt 
me. And again, For it was not an enemy 
that reproached me, then I could have born ut ; 
nor was it he that hated me, that did magnify 
himſelf againſt ne: But it was thou, a man 
mine equal, my guide, and mine acquaintance *. 
The daring ſpirit of Cæſar is ſaid to have been 
quite overpowered when he ſaw his friend 
Brutus among the conſpirators that killed 
him. But beſide theſe common circum - 
ſtances in the treachery of Judas, there were 
others peculiarly adapted to pierce the heart 
of our Saviour on this occaſion ; for JIEsus 
had been at pains to form this man, with his 
other Apoſtles, to the model of his own di- 
vine temper, and had uſed every poſſible pre- 
caution, in a moral way, to preſerve him from 
perdition. He had now the mortification to 
Plfal. Ali. 9. * Pfal, I. 12, 13. 
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ſee this veſſel of wrath prepared in his own 
family, and all the pains taken to amend. 
him abſolutely loſt and thrown away. And 
what a ſtumbling-block would it be to weak 
minds, againſt the faith of the Goſpel, that 
its Author was betrayed by a companion, a 
confident, and an apoſtle, who, if he could 
not be reformed, ſhould, as it might be 
thought, have been long ago expelled from 
5 the Sacred College? 


Turss things 3 had a powerful 
tendency, at this juncture, either to depreſs 
or to exaſperate the mind of our LoR D. But 


he roſe ſuperior to both temptations. Recol- 


lected and calm, he receives the ſalutation of 
the traitor without uttering one paſſionate 
or abuſive word; but takes care to let him 
know, that he was not ignorant of his per- 
fidy, nor inſenſible of the wrong done by it: 
And he gores his guilty conſcience with two 
ſimple queſtions, put to him in the mildeſt | 
terms: Friend, wherefore art thou come — 
* betrayeft thou the Son of Man with a kiſs? 


Tp Jesvs ſhewed a e e in 
ſpeaking to Judas, he diſplayed great maje- 
ſty in his addreſs to the armed mulritude, 
Stepping forward with an undaunted mien, 
he aſked them, Whom gel gef Not that hgůe 
D 5 was 


John xviii. — 
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was ignorant of their errand, bur that he 
might hear it from their own mouth, and 
have a fit opportunity of ſhewing who he was. 
Some of them anſwered, Ixsus of NAZARETH. 
It looks as if they had not courage to tell him 
in plain terms, Me ſeek you ; but they ſaid, 
Isos of NAZARETH. And he ſaid unto them, 
Tam He. For, though he had fled from the 
people at a former time when they wanted 
to make him a King, he now preſented him- 
ſelf to them of his own accord, when they 
. fought him to his croſs, ſince duty required 
it. This intrepid profeſſion, the clear fruit 
of conſcious innocence, had a ſurprifing 
effect on theſe ſervants of unrighteouſneſs. 
No ſooner had Jesvs faid, I am He, than they 
bent backward, and fell to the ground. You 
would think they were a company of male- 
factors who had juſt received the ſentence of 
death, and that Jesvs was FRET Sovereign, 8 
and their 7 | OS | 


WII read in the Raton Hiſtory, that 
when one Gallus was ſent to aſſaſſinate the 
celebrated Marius in priſon, the latter, with 
a ſtern countenance, ſaid to him, upon his 
entering the priſon, Wretch, Jaref thou offer 
to kill Caius Marius? At which the man, 
though inured to deeds of violence, was ſo 
_confounded and intimidated, that he return- 
l „ ed 
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ed without executing his purpoſe. The like 
is ſaid to have happened to certain ſoldiers 
who were ordered to go and take off the 
head of Marcus Antonius, a famous ora- 
tor: they were ſo ſtruck and charmed with 
his eloquence, that they had not power for 
ſome; time to ſhed his blood. —Theſe paſ- 
ſages bear ſome reſemblance to the one be- 
fore us; but they are far inferior in point of 
dignity to it, For, here, a band of ſoldiers 
and officers, furniſhed with weapons of va- 
rious kinds, and ſent by their rulers to ap- 
prehend a ſingle defenceleſs man, upon only 
hearing from him that he was the man they 
wanted, were ſeized with ſuch aſtoniſhment 
and terror, that their joints ſhook under 
them, and they fell to the ground. In them 
was literally fulfilled the prayer of the Pſal- 
miſt: Let them be aſhamed and confounded to- 
gether, that ſeek after my foul to dęſtroy it: Let 
them be driven backward, and put to , | 
that wa me eil. 


* Gram indeed is the force of innocence 

and virtue, confronted with conſcious guilt. 

The wicked flee when no man purſueth : but the 

righteous are bold as a hen", Good reafon had 
. „„ Wo this 
» Pſal. xl. 14. f Den eren 8 


* See a Sermon on this ſubject, by Mr Somerville of 
Jedburgh, in the Scotch Preacher. 
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this multitude to be aſhamed of their guide, 
and of their cauſe; and to feel ſome miſ- 
givings of heart in executing their preſent 
commiſſion, though they ated under what 
they might think lawfal authority. Perhaps 
they were afraid of being conſumed by fire 
from heaven, as the meſſengers were whom 
King Ahaziah ſent to bring the Prophet 
Elijah to him. Or more probably their 
conſternation was owing to a miraculous 
exertion of Divine power accompanying our 
Saviour's words. However it be, this circum- 
ſtance makes it evident, that JEsvs could 
not be taken without his own conſent; and 
that if he does not now or afterwards de- 
liver himſelf from the hands of his enemies, 
it is not through want of power, but becauſe 
he chooſes, and is determined, at whatever 
expence to fleſh and blood, to drink off the 
cup his Father had given him, and to fulfil | 
the 1 e ends of his miſſion. 


Hence he permitted theſe men who now 
lay proftrate on the ground, to recover 
themſelves, and riſe up; and he aſked them 
a ſecond time, whom they ſought? and told 
them again that he was the perſon ; but 
added, Tf ye ſeek me, let theſe go their way, 
pointing to his e - Which he did for 
8 ä the 

| 2 Kings 6 3 ̃ . 
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the more complete fulfilment of the faying 


he had uſed in his interceſſory prayer to Al- 


mighty God, Of them whom thou gaveſt me, 
have I loſt none, This good Shepherd was 
more ſollicitous about his diſciples, than 
about himſelf, They were not yet qualified 
to encounter great trials in his cauſe; and it 
was neceſſary that they ſhould be reſerved 


for the work of planting his Goſpel in the 


world, after his reſurrection and aſcenſion 
into heaven. The Bleſſed IEsus loſt nothing 
of his uſual preſence of mind in this alarming 
ſituation. While he deliberately diſcovers 
and yields up himſelf to his enemies, he de- 
mands freedom for his apoſtles, which the 
armed troop had not power to refuſe: 
wherein they, or their maſters, certainly 
committed a great overſight, humanly ſpeak- 


ing; ſince the taking of Him, while they let 
go his diſciples, could never anſwer their 


deſign of ſuppreſſing his doctrine. But the 
wicked are often deceived and infatuated, 
when they think beine moſt ſure of 
See their ends“, 


Tuis hand of. men, however: were more 


audacious and unrelenting, than the Officers 


ſent by the Phariſees and Chief Prieſts on a 


former occaſion, to apprehend Jesvs*. Un- 
Tf D:43 N moved 
a Pal vil. 1416. | John vii. 45+ | | 
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moved either by his apparent innocence, or. 
by their own recent experience of his power 
and greatneſs, they now procceded to lay 
Hands on him ; which his diſciples perceiv- 
ing, ſome of chem aſked him, whether they 
might employ, in his ne „the ſwords 
which they carried with them, according to 
the cuſtom of travellers in that country, to 
ward off the aſſaults of robbers, or beaſts of 
prey? And Peter, without waiting for orders, 
drew his ſword, and aiming a blow at the 
head of one of them, a ſervant of the High 
Prieſt, named Malchus, (who ſeems 'to have 
been moſt forward in ſeizing JesUs), he cut 
off his right ear. A raſh and imprudent ac- 
tion, which Jesvs thus ſharply and publicly 
reproved: Put up again thy feword into its place; 
Jor all they that take the ſword, ſhall periſh 
with the ſword*, Peter was given to under- 
ſtand, that his preſent unallowed attempt 
would, if perſiſted in, bring deſerved ruin 
on himſelf; and the Ane ſhould ſooner or 
later be the inevitable fate of all thoſe who 
at any time had recourſe to unjuſt violence: 
In which deſcription, the Jewiſh rulers, and 
their abettors, were included, on account of 
the enterprize now carrying on by them 
againſt the Son of God. Nay, it compre- 
Rended likewiſe his own avowed friends and 


= | followers, 
"Tacks xxii. 49. Matth. xxvi. 52. | 
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followers, even the moſt eminent of them, 


whenever they ſhould, in the cauſe of reli» 
gion, purſue the ſame meaſures. All they 


- that take the fword, ſhall periſh with the 


ſword, He added, that if a defence had been 
| ſought for, it would not have been from the 
feeble arm of fleſh*., He would have prayed 
to his Father, and ſoon obtained ſuccours 
from him, more than ſufficient to reſiſt all 
the forces of the world. But that was never 
deſired or intended, being contrary to the 

will of God, and inconſiſtent with his great 
and holy deſigns long ago declared in the 
Oracles of the Prophets, reſpecting the ſalva- 
tion of men. And ſhall I, ſaid he, decline to 
ſuffer what my Father hath appointed for 
me, in the proſecution of his deſigns? Ihe 
cup which my Father hath given me to drink, 
ſhall I not drink itt? 


Ar the ſame ume, he reſolved to repair 
immediately the hurt done by his imprudent 


apoſtle; and aſking a little liberty for that 85 


purpoſe from thoſe who held him, he ſaid, 

| Suffer ye thus far : And he touched the man's 
ear, and healed him", This was a very wiſe 
and ſeaſonable, though unexpected interpoſi- 


tion, in order to fecure his apoſtles from in- 


| ſtant violence; and while it proclaims to all. 
„„ ages, 
ä Matth. _ 55 * John xviii. 11. Luke xxii. 51. 
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ages, how unwilling the Loxp Jz8vs is 
that men ſhould ſuſtain any damage on his 


account, it exhibited ſuch a demonſtration 
of his power and goodneſs to thoſe who 


were then preſent, as ought to have made 


them deſiſt from their injurious attempts 


e his perſon. 

eee ha addreſſing himſals to 
the multitude, and the Jewiſh part of them 
in particular, the Chief Prieſts and Elders, 
of whom ſome no doubt attended to ſee their 
orders put in execution, he expoſtulated with 
them in the following terms, ſo proper to ſhew 
them the iniquity of their proceedings, as 
well as the weakneſs and inefficacy of their 
malice, till the time came when he and his 
Father ſaw fit to permit the ſucceſs of it. Are 
ye come out as againſt a thief, with ſwords and 
flaves to apprehend me? TI ſat daily with you, 
teaching in the temple, and ye laid no hold on me” 
It was doubtleſs very humiliating to kim: 


' whoſe whole life had been ſo holy, uſeful, 


and beneficent, and who had hitherto 1 9 , 
tained ſuch an honourable character and 
office among men, to be ſought out, and ar- 
reſted in the night- time, like a common 
robber! He felt the vile indignity with 


| conſcious e and: did not forbear to 


| expreſh 
x Matth, xxvi. 55. 
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expreſs the generous emotion of his heart. 
His crimes, ſuch as they were, had been open 
and public; and the guardians of religion, 
and of their country, as his enemies pretended 
to be, had not wanted abundance of oppor- 
tunities againſt him, more plauſible than the 
preſent; yet they had never offered to take him 
priſoner before. They had no reaſon, however, 
to exult in their ſucceſs. It was not their 
power by which he was overcome, but the will 
of his Father, to which he reſigned himſelf. 


Tux armed band nevertheleſs perſiſted in 
their purpoſe; and, not contented with lay- 
ing hold on I Es us, they bound him with a 


chain or cord, probably by the advice f 


Judas, or their own prudence, leſt he ſhould 
make his eſcape, as he had done on ſome 
former occaſions, when threatened with dan- 
ger or violence. He now made no reſiſtance, . 
but meekly ſuffered | himſelf to be bound. 
Which when his diſciples ſaw, they were 
all offended in him, extremely ſcandahzed to 
behold their Maſter reduced to circumſtances 
of weakneſs and diſhonour, ſo unſuitable, in 
their opinion, to the character of the Meſſiah. 


This did for a time very much weaken their 


faith and their attachment to him, notwith- 
ſtanding all that he had ſaid to prevent it. 
In a word, OF, all ford & him, and fled*, 
Only 
* Mark xir. 50. | 
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Only Peter returned, and followed at ſome 
diſtance;—and after him another diſciple”, 
whom ſome take to be the Apoſtle John; 
others, one of the inhabitants of Jeruſalem, 
There followed him alſo of his friends, a 
young man with a linen veſture caſt about 
his body, as if he had been jult riſen from 
bed; who, when the guards attempted to 
lay hold on him, left his garment with 
them, and fled from them naked. 


Bur Jzs8vs they led away, bound like a 
ſlave and malefactor, to the houſe of Annas. 
And thus He was made a priſoner by ſinful 
men, who came into this world # proclaim 
liberty to the captives, and the opening of the 
priſon to them that were bound; to reſcue 
mankind from the chains of 1gnorance and 
error, ſuperſtition, vice and guilt; and to 
eſtabliſh rhem in the glorious liberty of the 
Children of God. What a return for his be- 
nevolence!—lIn reviewing this portion of our 
hiſtory, we are ſtruck with the perfidy of 
Judas, concealed under tokens of friendſhip ; 
an example which the enemies of Jesvs, 
more eſpecially in modern times, have not 


failed to imitate; among whom it is faſhion- 


able to ſpeak of him and his doctrine in terms 
of eee reſpect, while at bottom they are 
labouring 

x John: Mü. „ Mark xiv, 51. IIa. Ixi. 1. 
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labouring to ſubvert the faith of his divine 
miſſion, We ſee, in the caſe of Peter, the 
danger of an injudicious and intemperate 
zeal, though honeſtly intended; and thar the 
Saviour of the world rejects the ſervices of 
his warmeſt friends, when they preſume to 
defend his cauſe by carnal weapons, In the 
whole tranſaction, who is there but muſt 
admire our Saviour's compoſure, firmneſs, 
and recollection of mind, amidſt circum- 
ſtances truly alarming; his meekneſs and 
| forbearance towards his enemies; his pro- 
vident care of his friends; and his perfect 
reſignation to the will of his Father ? It was 
an hour of much abaſement to him, and of 
ſeeming triumph to his enemies, who gave 
| melancholy proofs of their hardneſs of 
heart, and perſeverance in iniquity, as far 
as they were permitted, againſt the clear 
conviction of their own minds. But it muſt 
be acknowledged, that in this firſt open en- 
gagement with the enemy, previous to his 
doleful paſſion, the light of the Blefled 
Ixsus ſhines forth in obſcurity; and that he 
appears with a dignity of mind, which out- 
ward ignominy cannot hide or impair. 


K 
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„ 5 SECTION III. 


Jesvs FOTE and condemned. tore the 
Sew! 5 Council. 


WI now — to our Saviour" s. trial 
before rhe High Prieſt, and the Coun- 

cil aſſembled with him; a trial undoubredly 5 
the moſt iniquitous ind violent that ever 
was held upon. injured innocence, and where 
ſome of the blackeſt paſſions incident to 
human nature operated ſtrongly, and even 
carried all before them, under the ſolemn 
appearance, however, of law, of juſtice, and 
of religion, We here ſee. that truth and 
righteouſneſs have not a more dangerous 
and implacable enemy in this world, than 
falſe religion, or a zeal of God which is 
not according to knowledge. JE8Us, as his 
office required of him, had always loudly con- 
demned * ſuperſticion, hypocriſy, and prieſt- 
ly uſurpation, in every ſhape and degree; 
and he was now, in his turn, condemned by 
them, and fell a ſacrifice to them, Happy if 
even by his death, he could expel ſuch evils 
from the world, or at leaſt preyent the pre- 
valence of them Among his followers! | 
FROM 


Zee an excellent little Treatiſe on the life and death of 
| Jesus CarrsT, by Dr Craig of — 
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| | FROM the 'Goſpel of St John we learn, 
that they who apprehended JE sus, led him 
away firſt to the houſe of Annas. This man 
had been formerly High Prieſt, and was 
father-in-law to Caiaphas, who now held 
that office. But it is likely nothing remark- 
able was done at Annas's houſe; and JIESus 


| ſeems to have been detained there only for 


ſome little time, till the Council was fully 
aſſembled, and prepared to fit in judgment 
on him, at the Palace of Caiaphas. Then 
he was brought thither, at a late hour of 
night (for they were reſolved to loſe no 
time), and preſented before the High Prieſt, 
and the principal perſons of his order, to- 
gether with the Scribes and Doctors of the 
law, and the Elders of the people. All rheſe 
were, and had long been his determined 
enemies; and they now. gladly became his 
judges. As for Caiaphas, he had formerly 
declared his opinion in ſolemn council, that 
IEsus ſhould be put to death”; alledging 
nothing in ſupport of that judgment, but 
reaſons of ſtate, and a pretence of public 
good: And the whole body of the Prieſts, 
Elders and Scribes (all or moſtly of the ſect of 
the Phariſees) were filled with envy and ma- 
lice towards him; becauſe they ſaw that the 
credit and ſucceſs of his doctrine, ſo oppo- 
| | | ſite 
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i 62 4 Practical Eſſay on the 


faction in * ſtate. But Jesvs, conſcious of 


ſite to theirs, was daily gaining ground, and 
that unleſs a ſpeedy ſtop were put to it, their 

authority would be annihilated. That a per- 
ſon no way connected with their party, and 
uninſtructed in their ſchools, ſhould ſeem 
to excel them in wiſdom; and that one ſo 
mean in outward appearance, ſhould claim, 
and be acknowledged by many to be the 


promiſed Meſſiah; theſe things filled them 


with indignation, and they were irritated 


- and ſtung to the heart with thoſe ſevere but 


Juſt reproofs of their hypocriſy, and other 
vices, which bad often come from his mouth, 
In ſuch a diſpoſition, it could not but give 


them a ſecret ſatisfaction to ſee IESVsSs 


brought before them as a priſoner: His de- 


ſtruction was already reſolved on; and no- 
thing more was wanted, but to juſtify 4 it in 
the beſt manner they could by the form of a 


legal trial, 


THE High Prieſt, as deine of che coun- 
cil, began with 1 interrogating Jesvs about his 


al d and his dofrine{; in hopes to draw 


ſomething from his own mouth which might 
be improved againſt him, and that he mighr 
ſeem to be juſtly ſufpected both of teaching 
falſe doctrine, and of forming a dangerous 


his 
0 John xviii. ET | 
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his innovenee, anſwered him with becoming 
prudence and freedom, that neither his doc- 


* trine nor his actions had ever dreaded the 
© cenſure of the world: the moſt public and 


© frequented places in Judea had been the 
ordinary ſcenes of his preaching : all men 


© had been invited to hear him, and were 
now welcome, if they pleaſed, to come and 
© teſtify againſt him. 7 Hale openly to the 
world, ſaid he; Jever taught in the ſynagogues 


and in the temple, whither the Fews always 


* reſort; and in ſecret bave I ſaid nothing 
* (inconfiſtent with my public inſtructions). 


© Why aſkeft thou me ? Aſe them who heard me 
* what IT ſaid unto them: behold they know 


© what 1 faid *. No anſwer could have 
been more juſt or proper. Had Jzsvs been 
ever ſo willing at this time, and before theſe 
Judges, to enter into a vindication of his 


doQrine and followers, it was obvious that 
his account of theſe matters would not have 
met with pedo: The facts were to be aſcer- 


tained 


Ii is ſaid to have been the cuſtom of the Jews, chat 7 


when any one was puniſhed for a capital crime, proclama- 
tion was made before the priſoner by the public crier, in 


theſe words: Whoever knows any thing of his innocence, 


© let him come and declare it. And it is the opinion of 


2. 
a learned commentator, that our Saviour referred to that 


cuſtom in this place, and claimed the benefit. of it; as did 
alſo St Paul in his defence before Feſtus. 11 xxvi, 4. f. 
See 5p. Lowth on Ifa. lit, 8. 
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64 A Practical Eſſay on the 
rained by the teſtimony of witneſſes : And 


had his Judges indeed gone ſo far againſt 


him without knowing any thing of his guilt? 
or, would they have him to become his own 


' accuſer ? The putting of ſuch queſtions was 


manifeſtly improper ; and our Saviour's an- 
{wer had a noble freedom in it, but nothing 
difreſpectful ro the Judge. 


:Nzvenratutss, the text adds, that when 


| 3 had thus fpoken, one of the officers who 


flood by, firuck him with the palm\af his hand, 
Jaying, Anſwereſt thou the High Prieft 9 


A moſt unwarrantable action, and an out- 


rage to the whole Court, no lefs than to the 
Perſon of Jzsus, if we were to weigh it in 


the balance of ordinary juſtice, ſince the 
ſufferer was under their immediate protection, 
and ought, till found guilty, to have been 


held as ſacred and ſecure from perſonal 


abuſe as the Judges themſelves; yer we do 
not read that it met with any diſapprobation 
from them. And without doubt it was a 
very provoking inſult to our LoxD, at the 


beginning of a trial for his life, to receive 


a blow with the hand in open court, by way 
of rebuke and chaſtiſement, from a ruffian 
ſervant, who to the meanneſs of his birth and 
rank, added manners which were odious and 


contemptible. Who could have done ſuch 
N e 0 a 


* 
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a deed, but a man of the baſeſt character? 
One of thoſe low-minded, ſelfiſh, unfeeling 
wretches, whoſe hearts will nor att allow, 
but prompt them to inſult misfortune, and 
talk to the grief of the afflited*? One of 
thoſe Shimeis *, who will run foremoſt to 

trample upon thoſe that fall, but are ever : 
ready to bow and cringe to the nod of 
power; who omit no opportunity to flatter 
the great ones of the earth, and think every 
thing lawful which is likely to pleaſe them, 
or to promote their own intereſt ? 


How then does JesUs receive this out- 
rage? Does he cauſe the hand that ſtruck 
him to wither inſtantly, like Jeroboam's 
when he attempted to ſeize the Prophet of 
Bethel'? Or does he ſmite the aggreſſor with 
an incurable leproſy, as Eliſha did Gehazi | 
for his avarice and falſehood e? or as King 
 Uzziah was ſmitten for invading the Prieſt's 
office"? No, He does not. Such puniſhments, 
however merited, and in their own nature 
miraculous, would in this cafe have looked 
like the effects of anger and revenge; and 
he choſe rather to appear weak, than to fol- 
low the ſuggeſtions of wrath, or miſapply 
- divine power. — On the other hand, does 
| TR | he 


© Pfal. Ixix. 26, 2 Sam. xvi. 11, 12. f 1 Kings a, Pa 
2 Kings v. 27. * 2 Chron. xxvi. 20. : 


\ 


66 4A Practical Eſſay on ibe 
he encourage unjuſt violence, and invite a 
ſecond blow, by ſilently turning the other 
cheek to the ſmiter, according to the literal 
ſenſe of his own precept ?—By no means. 
80 far from this, he remonſtrates againſt 
iniquity, and ſays what might well have 
made the offender and the whole Court 
aſhamed of the treatment now given him; 
but he does it without clamour, and with 
unruffled calmneſs and compoſure; J have 
ſpoken evil (in any part of my life now un- 
der examination) bear witneſs of the evil; 
but if well, why ſnuteſ# thou me? — This 
| teaches us to ſuppreſs indecent fallies of paſ-_ 
Hon even under the greateſt provocations, 
and in meekneſs and patience to poſſeſs our 
ſouls ; above all, to forbear revenge, and 
rather hazard a repetition of the wrong, than 
retaliate it; but that under theſe reſtrictions 
we may lawfully vindicate our rights, and 
take meaſures to bring the injurious perſon 
to a ſenſe of his wrong. And this is doubt- 
leſs the true import of the Pane above 
mentioned But, to tn 
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Dis APPOINT ED in the hope of making 
Jesvs accuſe himſelf, the Chief Prieſt and 
his aſſociates were forced to have recourſe to 


the 0 of ns And the Evangeliſt | 
| Matthew 1 


. Matth. 4 39 


Death of Feſus Chrift. 67 


Matthew 00 us, that the Chief Prieft and 
Elders, and all the Council, fought falſe ꝛwit- 
neſſes againſt Jeſus, to put him to death*. Not 
that they now firſt began to look out for 
witneſſes in this cauſe : they were too in- 
tent upon their work, to have neglected ſo 
neceſſary a precaution till now; the wit- 
neſſes no doubt were pebwicken be the 
Council met: But the meaning is, that they 
fought falſe evidence“ againſt Feſus ; that is, 
they pur ſuch queſtions, and conducted the 
examination in ſuch a manner, as to invite 
and encourage the witneſſes to depoſe againſt 
Jesvs, even at the expence of truth; and the 
witneſſes were but too well inclined to gra- 
tify them. The whole Court endeavoured 
to lead the witneſſes into that crime, from 
which it was their duty. to preſerve them 
with the utmoſt care, and for which, when 
diſcovered, the law decreed very ſevere pu- 
niſhment',, All they aimed at, was to make 
the depoſitions turn out againſt JEsus, 
whether true or falſe, that they might have 
ſome pretext for finding him worthy of death. 


Sven being the diſpoſition both of the 
Judges and witneſſes, it may well ſeem ſtran ge 
that "hey: had ſo little ſucceſs in procuring 
| 2 > | 1 

* Matth. xxvi. 59. 1 Deut. xix. 17. &c. 


*Jeudeftaproniav. 
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the evidence wanted. Many witneſſes in- 
deed appeared, all of them ſpecially choſen, 
or rather ſuborned by the proſecutors, and 
abundantly prepoſſeſſed againſt the accuſed 
perſon; and many calumnies, we may be ſure, 
were vented againſt the Holy Jesvs: yet no- 
thing was found which could in any con- 
ſtruction be thought to amount to a capital 

crime. Either the things alledged were fri- 


volous and of no importance, or the witneſſes, 


according to the common lot of falſehood, 
did not agree in their 4 | | 


Ar Wagen however, to relieve in ſome 
meaſure the embarraſſment of the Court, 
two witneſſes came, who agreed in ſome cir- 
cumſtances, as it was thought, of a criminal 
tendency : But they are juſtly called fal/e 


witneſſes, becauſe they aſcribed words to our 


Sayiour very different from what were really 
| ſpoken by him, and they entirely miſrepre- 
ſented his meaning in the paſſage alluded to. 
They declared that he had ſaid, I am able to 
| defiroy this temple (vis. the temple of Jeru- 
- falem) and to build it in three days. But Jꝝxsus 
had ſaid, * Defiroy Je, this temple, and in three 
days 1 hol raiſe it up, (meaning the temple 
of his body) FIDE ing aimed at by this 
—- teſtimony, 
ha ut l ii. 19. 4 | 


* Avgars. 
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teſtimony, was to prove him an enemy to 


the Temple of God. But though his words 


had been exactly as they reported them, they 
fell far ſhort of making good ſuch a charge; 
fince, according to the witneſſes themſelves, 
if he had threatened to deſtroy the temple, 
he had at the ſame time promiſed to build it 
again in three days. This, at the-worſt, could 


be regarded only as the oftentatious boaſt of 


a fool or a madman, not as inferring a ca- 
pital crime, And therefore the Evangeliſt 
Mark obſerves, that neither ſo did their witneſs 
agree together, or rather, was not equal“ to 
the charge. It was conſiſtent enough with it- 
felf; but after perverting our Saviour's mean- 
ing, and even falſely reporting his expref- 
ſions, their evidence was by no means ſuf- 


ficient to be the foundation of a ny ng ſen- 


tence. 


_ « ForLy ſenſible of this; the High Prieſt re- 


ſolved to make another trial if he could bring 


| Je8vs to confeſs or ſay any thing which 
might be turned to his condemnation. Riſing 


up therefore from his ſeat, and addreſſing 
himſelf to JesUs with an air of candour and 
impartiality, as if he invited an accuſed man 


to en innocence, Have you nothing, ſaid | 


o Mark xiv. 59. | . 


* oy on 1 Hafi. 
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. he, fo 8 for yourſelf ? Do you hear what 
theſe witneſſes teſlify againſt you? But Feſus 
held his peace. —He declined to enter upon a 
vindication of his innocence, which was ſo 
clear in itſelf, and of which he knew that 
his judges themſelves were ſecretly perſuad= 
ed. For it had ſtood the teſt of the ſevereſt 
ſcrutiny, and remained hitherto unblemiſh- | 
ed, notwithſtanding all the efforts of this un- 
righteous Court, and their corrupt witneſſes, 
to fix ſome blot. upon it. He alſo knew, that, 
before ſuch judges, nothing could in the leaſt 
avail for his defence. He therefore ſaid 
nothing for himſelf, nor was he provoked to 
utter one expreſſion of reſentment and indig- 
nation againſt his judges or accuſers. He held 
his peace 8 filence which in theſe circum- 
_ ſtances we ought to venerate and admire as 
evincing our Saviour's continued prudence, 
compoſure and meekneſs; whilſt at the ſame 
time it diſcovered in him a juſt ſenſe of his 
own innocence and dignity, and imported a 
very expreſſive reproof of judges ſo manifeſt- 
ly actuated by prejudice and malice, An 
ancient Heathen Writer ſaid, that the art of 
_ eloquence is taught by men; but that it is 
the Gods alone who ii the. wiſdom of 
Glence, 


. Our 
9 Math. xxvi. 62. Mark xiv, 60, | 
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Our Saviour's ſilence on this occaſion ob- 
liged the Council to come to a point, which 
by all appearance they would gladly have 
avoided ; and that was, to aſk him in plain 
terms, whether he pretended to be the Meſ- 
fiah? That was a character they diſdained to 
even him to; and much rather wiſhed, that 
laying it apart, ſomething capitally criminal, 
or what the Roman Governor might deem 
ſuch, had been confeſſed by our Lok D him- 
ſelf, or proven againſt him by the teſtimony 
of witneſſes. But Divine Providence was 
pleaſed to order it otherwiſe, that JESUS 
might have an opportunity of claiming the 
character of Meſſiah in the moſt public and 
ſolemn manner, and in the preſence of thoſe 
who were belt diſpoſed and Son Py to con- | 
teſt chat claim. | 


Tur High Prieft therefore firſt aſked Jæsvs 
ſimply, Art thou the Chrift ? Tell us. And 
ESUsS no longer kept ſilence when they 
brought the affair to this iſſue ; for, as there 
is a time to keep filence, there is alſo a time to 
ſpeak a: And what he ſaid was calculated at 
once to expoſe the incurable prejudice and 
partiality of his Judges, and to excite a due 
attention to this important queſtion, before 
he Þ ſhould give a direct and explicit anſwer to 
„„ „ 

y 3 „ 
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it. He ſaid unto them, If I tell you, you will 
not believe; and if I alſo aſk you (or endea- 
vour by cloſe and forcible arguments ad- 
dreſſed to you in an interrogatory form, to 
extort conviction from you), you will not an- 
fwer me (will not liſten or yield to the clear- 
eſt evidence), nor let me go", As if he had 
faid, To what purpoſe ſhould I anſwer your 
queſtion ? You will neither believe my ſimple 
declaration, nor yer be convinced by the 
molt irrefragable proofs of it which can be 
offered. And though you were forced in ſe- 
cret to yield to thoſe proofs, and had nothing 
to ſay againſt them, you would not own your 
conviction, and ſet me at liberty,—This was 
the truth of the matter. The queſtion put, 
ſhould have been reſolved by themſelves, 
from a careful review of his words and works. 
It could not be anſwered to the ſatisfaction 
of equitable judges any other way. They 
knew very well, that he had claimed to be 
the Meſſiah; and their aſking him whether 


he was 10 or not, e attending to the 
| | 2 
r Luke xxii. 67, 68. 


® Our Bleſſed Lord did often propoſe his arguments in 


the way of interrogation. Matth. xxi. 31. Luke x. 36. 


And this method, the moſt cloſe and cogent way of rea- 
ſoning, was uſed by the ancient Hebrews, as well as by the 
Greek and Roman Philoſophers. Sometimes when our Sa- 
viour reaſoned thus with the Jewiſh Rulers, they would 
not anſwer him. Luke xx. 7,44 · Grotiut. | 
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proofs of the fact, was manifeſtly with an Wh 
inſidious and hoſtile deſign, a 

An 1 however to this queſtion was mel 
inſiſted for from his own mouth; and that 1 
they might not fail to obtain it, the High 10 
Prieſt put him upon oath to declare the truth, ut 
ſaying, I adjure thee by the Living God, that [8 
thou tell us, whether thou be the Chriſt, the  * 1 
Son of God? To which JEsus, without he- 1 
ſitation, delivered an explicit anſwer in the 1 
following terms: Thou hat ſaid, or as the 4H 
Evangeliſt Mark expreſſes it, I am. For he 1 
could not decline it now, without incurring 1 
the charge of impiety; becauſe judges, by the Fil 
law of Moſes, had a right to uſe ſuch ad- #84 
jurations“; and he was far from deſiring to 10 
decline it on ſo fit an occaſion. Upon his 481 
ſolemn oath before the chief men of Judea, kt 
and in the immediate view of ſuffering a : 1 
cruel death for it, he boldly profeſſed him- it 
ſelf to be the Meſſiah; and added the follow- Ri 
ing words ſuitable to that high character: . 
Nevertheleſs TI fay unto you, Hereafter ſhall ye 7 
fee the Son of Man fi thing on be right hand of { 
power, and coming in the clouds of heaven”.. £f 
That is, Mean and contemptible as I now #4} 
appear in your eyes, I tell you of a truth, £41 
* that hereafter 2 82 ſhall have cauſe to be + 

| | * perſuaded * f i 

M. xxvi. 63. Mak xiv. 62. Lev. v. 1. e 1 

| 4 
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© perſuaded of my greatneſs and dignity ; 
* Befideall the other evidences already exhi- 
* bited during my humble miniſtry, you 
© ſhall have other proofs ſtill more ſenſible 
and affecting, that I am indeed the Meſſiah; 
for this deſpiſed Son of Man will ſoon be | 
advanced, as foretold by the Prophet Daniel, 
* to celeſtial power and glory, and in that 
* ſtate will come to puniſh the obſtinate 
enemies of truth and righteouſneſs . This 
anſwer argued not only a conſciouſneſs of 


innocence in him who gave it, but a ſenſe 


of majeity and authority above all human 
power ; and the truth of it was verified by 
the event. It was ſuch as might well have 
ſtaggered the Council in their preſent mea- 
ſures, if they had not been carried headlong 
by their paſſions. In the courſe of his mi- 
niſtry, JesUs had rarely owned himſelf in 
direct terms to be the Meſſiah, except to his 
_ diſciples privately, and under a charge of 
ſecrecy, Such a confeſſion publicly made, 
would have looked like oſtentation; and con- 
ſidering the temper of the Jewiſh nation, ſo 
ſtrongly prepoſſeſſed in favour of the tem- 
poral kingdom of the Meſſiah, it would in 
all probability have been abuſed to very bad 
purpoſes. But now was come the proper 
time to avow that 3 openly, when it 
| could 


: x Dan. vii. 13. 
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could be done without prejudice to others, 


and with the N credit and dignity to 


our Saviour Bank. 


No ited beg Jesvs confeſſed himſelf to 
be the Meſſiah, than the High Prieſt rent his 
cloaths”, as if unable to bear the horrid inſult 
now 08 to Almighty God: And what need, 
cried he, have we of witneſſes ? Ye have heard 
his blaſphemy. In which procedure doubtleſs 
we behold one of the greateſt farces of hy- 
pocriſy that ever was acted. This devout 


Prieſt had expreſſed no concern to ſee a pri-„ 


ſoner at the bar moſt inj juriouſly treated by 
a a ſervant of the Court; no uneaſineſs to hear 
witneſſes ſwear falſely, and even to lead them 
into that crime; no reluctance to proſecute 
and condemn the guiltleſs, and to violate, in 
the proſecution, every law of juſtice and hu- 
manity. But he was forſooth overwhelm- 
ed with ſorrow at a pretended blaſphemy, 
which was the pure invention of his own 
paſſions and prejudices. Blaſphemy indeed 
it would have been, if JIESsUs had not been 
truly the Meſſiah, But this was the very 
point in debate between him and his judges; 
and they, inſtead of examining the proofs of 
it, choſe to take it for granted that he had 
aſſumed chat Gn and lacred character falſe- 
I, 

i Matt, x xxvi. i. 65. 66. 


76 A Practical Eſſay on the 
ly, and conſequently had ſpoken blaſphemy; 
ſo it was concluded by the Preſident of the 
Court, and all the other Judges were of the 
ſame opinion, who being next aſked by 
him, what puniſhment they thought the 
criminal deſerved, did unanimouſly agree, 


that he oo” to ſuffer | death b The to 
the law. > 


Turs ſentence being immediately paſſed, the 
malice of the guards and attendants, hitherto 
under ſome reſtraint of decency, was forthwith 
let looſe againſt the Bleſſed JxsUs. He was 


now conſidered as a perſon accurſed, out of 


the protection of the laws, and devoted to de- 


ſtruction; and therefore was treated by every 


* 


one ant him with boundleſs inſolence and 


cruelty. They ſtrove to outdo one another 


in expreſſing their contempt of him: And 
firſt they uſed the heinous indignity of ſpit- 


ing in his face; then, putting a cover on his 


eyes, ſome truck him with the palms of their 
hands, others beat him with their fiſts, and 


bade him exerciſe: his prophetical gifts in 


telling who it was that {truck him. No- 


+ thing was omitted that could ſerve either to 
provoke or depreſs him; nor could any | 


thing equal theſe barbarities, but the meek- 


neſs and ' patience with which Jzsvs bore 


them, 5 all this ee to have 


| been 
2 Lev. xxiv. 16. a Marth xxvi. os 68. 
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been done in the preſence, and with" the 
approbation of the Council, or at leaſt with- 
out __ check from them, 


Aw ſuch was the treatment the SON. of 
Gop received from men by profeſſion the 
zealous worſhippers of his Father, the prieſts 
and miniſters of his religion, and the elders 
of his people, Alas! how far were they dege- 
nerated ! and how little did they know him 
whom they profeſſed to adore ! But it pleaſ- 
ed God, in an inſtance ſo memorable: as 

that now before us, to let their nakedneſs 
appear; for many wiſe reaſons, and parti- 
_ cularly for this, that we might ſee how 
little ſecurity there is for truth and inno- 


cence, under Judges who have a falſe ſhew 
of religion; and that the maſk of piety is 


| ſometimes more odious than the avowed 
_ contempt of it. Libertines, it is true, are 
not without bigotry in their own way: 


They have often proved zealous perſecutors, 


as appears from the conduct of the Sadducees 


(who undoubtedly belonged to this claſs) ; 


related in the Acts of the Apoſtles,—lt is alſo 
remarked ſomewhere. by the Jewiſh Hiſto- 


rian Joſephus, that thoſe, of this ſe&t were 


commonly more ſevere and ſanguinary in 
their puniſhments than other men, But 
what a deplorable caſe is it, when piety 


fel f is proſtituted to the ſervice of envy 
| and 
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18 A Pradlical Eſay on the 


and malice; and when the moſt obvious 
and eſſential duties of religion, and of com- 
mon juſtice, are violated, under an appear- 
ance of ſanctity, and of zeal for the glory of 
God! Then truly the depravity of human 
nature ſeems to aſſume its moſt hideous 
and diſguſting aſpect. Be this as it will, 
our Bleſſed Saviour now received firſt in 
his own perſon, the treatment which his 
fincere ſervants have often met with ſince, 
partly from unprincipled politicians, .and 
partly from fierce and - infatuated bigors, - 
more diſpoſed to imitate his perſecutors 
than himſelf, while they profeſs an uncom- 
mon zeal for his honour, He was con- 
demned as a blaſphemer, for profeſling the 
truth; and for the fame reaſon, under the 
pa) name of Heretics, have been” 


2 frequently condemned, the moſt upright and 


diligent obſervers of his divine doctrine. 
If we indeed be his diſciples, it will without 
doubt be our care to maintain inviolably 
the rules of equity, truth, and candour, in 
all our ſpeeches and actions relating to any 
man with whom we have to do, eſpecially 
any fellow chriſtian ; and if we act other- 


wiſe, it may be truly affirmed, that what- 


ever our profeſſion or belief be, we are as 
much the enemies of IEsus, as this in | 
Council which r him to death, 


r IV. 


Death of Feſus Chrift 79 
SECTION oh 


Ty SUS denied by Pate 


Prem. denial of his MASTER, whick 
was repeated, at certain intervals, no leſs 
than three ſeveral times, happened during 
the courſe of our SAviouR's unrighteous 
trial before the Jewiſh Council: But, for 
diſtinctneſs ſake, it is proper to relate it ſe- 
parately, as is done by three of the Evange- 
liſts. The circumſtances of the trial already 
mentioned, formed a conflict for our Bleſſed 
Lord, which muſt be allowed ſufficiently 
ſevere. But to the outrages he received. 
from his enemies, there was added, in this 
ſad hour, ſomething ſtill harder to bear, 
the cowardly deſertion of a choſen friend. 
It was not enough for the humiliation of 
our LoRD, that one of his diſciples had al- 
ready betrayed and ſold him. His ſorrows 
were to be farther aggravated on this tender. 
de, amidſt the furious aſſaults of crafty and 
powerful foes, by ſeeing another friend, who 
had always been among his chief apoſtles, = 
openly renounce him, and deny with oaths 
and imprecations, that he had any connec- 


tion with him, or did ſo much as know 
| him, 


8 A Practical Eſſay on the 
| him,—* Thou waſt pleaſed, O God infinitely 


* wiſe! to give us in this inſtance, an affect- 
ing example of human frailty; and to ſhew, 
* that humility, watchfulneſs, and prayer, 
can never be ſafely laid aſide or neglected, 
even by the moſt eminent of thy ſervants 

© here below. | | 


Ir was ; formerly obſerved, that Peter ſeeing | 
_ Jesvs perſonally attached in the garden, and 
led away as a priſoner, at firſt betook him- 
elf co flight; but afterwards recovering from 
his panic, followed afar off unto the palace 
of the High Prieſt, where he was introduced 
by means of another diſciple *, who had got 
in before him, being known to the High 
Prieſt, and who' is ſuppoſed to have been 
either the Apoſtle John, the relater of this 
paſſage, or elſe ſome inhabitant of Jeruſalem 
that believed in CurisT. | 


# Here: Peter fat down in- aha er part of 
the hall, among the ſervants and officers, at 
a fire they had kindled * ; but he little knew 
what a temptation vas. at hand to attack 
him, or into how ſhameful a prevarication 
he was ſoon to fall, At firſt a damſel came 
to him (the fame that kept the door, and 
had admitted him into the hall), who, look- 


© John il. 16. Matth. zxvi. 69. 
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ing ſtedfaſtly at him, and recollecting chat ſhe 
had ſeen him, You are certainly, ſaid {the to him, 
one of the followers of this Feſus of Galilee ©. 
Peter denied before them all, and ſaid, I am 
not ;—an aſtoniſhing ſpeech truly to come 
from one who had been ſo long the com- 
panion of JEsus, the witneſs of his words 
and works, and admitted to an intimacy 


and freedom with him above moſt other. 
apoſtles! One who had ſeen his glory in the 


mount, and had been enabled by his power 


to walk upon the ſea!—Yes, this was ſpoken 


by that diſciple, who very lately appeared 
fo firm and courageous in his attachment to 
JEsvus, when once and again he ſolemnly 


proteſted to him, that he would die with him 


rather than deny him !—Good God! what 


_ weakneſs and inconſtancy are the beſt of us 
liable to!-Nothing can be ſaid to juſtify t this 


conduct. Nevertheleſs, for alleviation, it may 


be conſidered, that the attack. now made 
upon Peter was altogether ſudden and unex- 


pected, as well as alarming, and his guilt 


was not premeditated. He had come hither 


out of an affectionate concern for his Maſter, 
to ſee what would become of him, hoping 
to paſs unobſerved in che croud as an in- 


different ſpectator. He did not think he was 


known ro Das perſon that would diſcover 
F n 


5 * Joh xviii. 17. 8 


- 


* 
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him, and he was quire unprepared for the 
— Nr now given him. The conſequence 
was, that it ſurpriſed and ſhook him, and 
threw him into ſuch confuſion and terror, 


that, forgetting all his former reſolutions, he + 


To 


thought only of confulting his preſent ſafety, 


at whatever expence it might be to truth 
| and 1 innocence, . 


Nox was this the worſt of it; for, a little 


while after, at the firſt crowing of the cock, 


about the hour of midnight, Peter going 
out into the porch without the door of the 


palace, was met by another maid-ſervant, 
who, taking a narrow view of him, ſaid to 


the ſtanders by, This fellow alſo was with 
Jeſus of Nazareth“: Whereupon, it ſhould 
ſeem, one of the men who were preſent, took 


up her words, and, addreſſing them to Peter 


directly and perſonally, faid, Thou art one of 
them*—You would think chat Peter might 
by this time have recollected himſelf, and 


gathered reſolution enough to retract the 
falſhood he had uttered, and to give an 


honeſt teſtimony to the truth. But, alas! it is 


not ſo eaſy to recover one's ſelf after having 
once gone aſtray. One ſin naturally, and 


almoſt unavoidably, leads into another; and 


in ſuck caſes 005 the principle. of ſhame, 


which 
a Match. 2 1 Mark 5 5 Lake xxii. 58. 
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which. was before a guardian of our inno- 
_ cence, joins its forces to our enemy, and 
helps to bar the way againſt repentance. 
Peter repeated the ſame baſe denial over 
again, in a more poſitive manner, and with 
ſtronger aſſeverations than before, He now 
confirmed his lie with an oath *, | | 
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To complete the diſgrace a this timid 
Apoſtle, a third attack was made upon him 
ſome time after, by a relation of that Malchus 

_ whoſe ear Peter had cut off in the garden“. 
He at leaſt was foremoſt in it, though others 
may have joined with him, and ſupported the 
charge. This man confidently aſſerted, that 
Peter was a follower of Jxsus; and confirm- 
ed his aſſertion by two arguments of great 
weight, firſt, that Peter's accent and tone of 
voice diſcovered him to be a Galilean*; and 
next, that he himſelf had ſeen him with IEsus 
in the garden. Thus purſued and hemmed 
in on every ſide, it was very hard for Peter 
to perſiſt in his denial. Yer he reſolved till | 
to face it out, and he repeated his denial 
a third time, with more ſolemn oaths, and 
even with i en een * —Such was his fall! 
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Bur, for the encouragement of bumble | 
Peitegte, he ſoon found the benefit of re- 
F 2 pentance, 


: Math. xvi. 72. John xvii. 26. Matth. vi. 73. 
John xviii. 26. Matth. xxvi. 9 | 
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pentance, and a happy recovery. Imme- 


diately after his third denial, he heard the 
crowing of the cock: It had crowed before 
at the time of his firſt or ſecond denial'; but 


had then eſcaped him, or made no ee 
ſion on him. But this ſecond crowing rouſed 


him as it were, from a profound ſleep. For 


the moſt trifling occurrences are ſufficient to 
Alarm the conſcience of a man on ill terms 


with himſelf; and he often derives a ſecret 
pain and horror from little circumſtances 
which others do not obſerve, or obſerve 


without the leaſt emotion. Peter's guilt is 
now ſuddenly prefented before him, with all 
its aggravations : he recollects the prophe- 
tical ſaying of his Divine Maſter, and feels 


it carried home with a knell to his heart: 


Before the cock crow twice, thou ſhalt deny me 
thrice n. To this was added, a look from Je Fefus 
himſelf *, J who, by turning about in the 
place where he ſtood, could encounter Peter's 
eyes with his; and, with that look, Peter was 


_ wounded to the very ſoul. No wonder; for 
it was expreſſive of reproof and diſpleaſure, 
but not without an encouraging mixture of 

_ "tenderneſs and compaſſion, as if our Lord 
Had faid to him, „peter, Peter Is not this 

© what I forewarned you of? You have re- 


1 em denied me, but J will not even 
\ | C 


„„ 
> Mark xiv. 68. = Verſe 5 „Lake uit 61. 
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yet diſown you: repent ſpeedily, and be 
_ +*. reſtored to the number of my friends. 
Upon this Peter, no longer able to contain 
himſelf, or to bear company, went out {008 | 
ep bitterly *. © © | N 


From this pls: we may 3 the 
danger of expoſing ourſelves to unneceſſary 
temptation, from which we can never eſcape 
without ſin; for it was no call of duty which 
brought Peter to the palace of the High 
Prieſt at this time, and he would have been 
much better employed exhorting and en- 
couraging his affrighted companions. Hence 
alſo we ought to be convinced, as from ex- 
perience, of che ſnſbnablonch and import- 
ance of thoſe admonitions which CHRTST 
had previouſly given to his Apoſtles, to 
watch and pray that they might not enter 
into temptation ; and of the bad conſequen= 
ces of neglecting ſuch precautions, and in- 
dulging a raſh preſumptuous ſelf - confi- 
dence, for which Peter had been ſo remark- 
able in his late profeſſions of attachment to 

his Maſter. It ſhews us likeways the evil of 
'a paſſionate and intemperate zeal, ſince he 
- who a little ago had drawn the ſword in his 
Maſter's defence, now denies him. A great 


"ny e tranſition ! but ſuch as would 5 


3 3 „ very 
5 1 xxvi. 75» | ; ; 
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very naturally ſucceed an irregular burſt of 


zeal, which had more of pride and humour : 
in it, than a generous love of truth. And 
if it be dangerous to mix chriſtian zeal with 
human paſſions, it muſt be much niore ſo 


to ſubſtitute the latter in place of the former; 


as hath too often happened among Chriſt- 


1ans, of whom many have perſuaded them 


ſelves that they were defending the cauſe of 
CHRIST, while they were only gratifying ; 
their own anger, hatred, envy, e 
eee and the 1 vices. | 


580 not to . on 1 particulare; 
I ſhall make only two further remarks on 
this paſlage. One is, That this, ſpeedy and 
ingenuous repentance of Peter, and theſe 


tears of compunction which he ſhed for his 
unworthy conduct, while they point out to 


fnners the courſe they ſhould purſue in 
order to recover themſelves from their lapſes, 
and regain the favour of God, do ſpeak 


more ſtrongly for our Saviour's innocence, 


than the whole Jewiſh Council, Judges and 
witneſſes together, could ſpeak in proof of 

his guilt, For, if Tesvs had been a deceiver, 
as they pretended, Peter muſt have known it; 


he could not be i ignorant of it, having been 


fo long engaged in the ſame deſigns: and 
if he knew Jesvs t to ve a e wa did- 
| ne 


a 
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he weep ſo bitterly for having denied him? 
and why did a ſingle look from Ixsus, excite. 
ſuch galling reflections in his heart? Aſſo- 
ciates in iniquity have no bond of union 
but ſelf-intereſt and ſafety: when this tie is 


broken, they part for ever without remorſe. 
And what regret can any one feel for deſert- 


ing an impoſtor? But Peter could not forgive 
himſelf for having denied JEsus CHRIST. 
The reaſon was, becauſe he knew him to be 
true, and himſelf to be unfaithful and baſe, — 
The other reflection I would make, relates to 


the nobleneſs of our Saviour's behaviour on 


this affecting occaſion, Jesvs CuRIST is now 
ſurrounded by his implacable enemies, who 
Nate themſelves his judges, to try him for 
his life, He is bound as a priſoner, inter- 
rogated, traduced, inſulted, and ready to 
be condemned ro death, under the execrable 


character of a blaſpherner: Thus circum=- 


| Ranced, he has the additional affliction to 
find one of his chief and favourite Diſciples 
, acting a part repugnant to all his obligations, 


becoming a liar, and an apoſtate. He hears 


Peter aſſert three ſeveral times, and confirm 


his aſſertion with oaths and imprecations, | 


that he is not a Diſciple of CHRIsT, and that 


he does not know the man. What a grief 


to the heart of this Divine Sufferer ! But, be- 


hold his fortitude and wiſdom, and atten- 
F 4 5 tion 
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tion to the great ends of his miſſion, a- 


midſt ſo many preſſing evils ! Neither the 


malicious and artful proceedings of the 
Council, at whoſe: bar he ſtands, the in- 
ſolent abuſe of their ſervants, nor the griev- 
ous and diſgraceful offence of his friend 
Peter, are able to render him for a moment 


forgetful of what he owed to his own cha- 


racter and office, or inattentive to the re- 
covery of this fallen diſciple, He turned, 
and-looked upon Peter; and by that ſtriking 
look of awe and tenderneſs, he penetrated 
his heart with godly forrow, and W 
his Rey ever Ar | ITS 


op eee 
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Scerion V. 


The Continuation of the Few iſh Counc t, and the 


e og Haan. 


0 3 were "he Chief Prieſts. R's 


Elders to get JzsUs put to death, that 
Ke ſeem to have ſar. up all night for that 
purpoſe, and never parted till they had carried 


him before the tribunal of Pilate *. For the 


Council, of which they were members, was 
aſſembled and conſtituted, the priſoner pro- 
duced, the accuſation heard, witneſles ex- 
KL every part of the trial finiſhed, and 


the ſentence pronounced, all by the time 
the morning approached, or the day began 


to dawn, though it was probably late in the 
night before Jesvs was apprehended. St 


Luke even ſeems to ſay that the morning 
was come, or at leaſt that it was towards 
morning, before the examination of JesUs 


began. There appears to have been an un- 


common precipitancy uſed in this buſineſs, 


juſt as it might be naturally expected from 
men hurried on by the moſt violent paſſions. 


80 ME . ſuppoſed, chat the 


Council, after paſling ſentence on IEsus as 


above related, broke up for ſome time, and 


5 | 1555 retired, 
Matth. xxvii. I, 2. 5 28 xxii. 66. 
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_ "retired, and met together again in the morn- 
ing. But it is more probable that they con- 


tinued ſitting after the morning was come. 
From the hiſtory of Peter's denial, it appears 
that JesUs was before them at the ſecond 
crowing of the cock, that is, ſome time after 


three in the morning ©; and it is not likely 


that they would part only to reaſſemble fo 


foon after, not to inſiſt on the paſſage of 


St Luke above referred to. Jxsus having re- 
ceived his ſentence, and undergone thoſe cruel | 


- inſults which followed it, would no doubt be 
removed under guard to ſome other apart- 
ment; and in the mean time, the Council 

: continued their ef and deliberations. 5 


p Bor, what had they to aeibetite pon 
| now? And what remained for them to do, 


after finding JIEsus worthy of death? Why, 


they had now the molt important and diffi- 


cult matter of all to diſcuſs, without which 


every thing hitherto done would be in vain; 


and that was, how to get this ſentence put 


in execution, as they had no legal power of 
themſelves to execute it. To attempt to put 


Ixsus to death by means of a popular tu- 
mult, was uncertain in its iſIne, and perhaps 


Impoſſible. To compaſs it by private aſſaſ- 


N was more 1 but full of danger, 
2 4 Hark; ai. 35. 


* 
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as well as infamy, to its authors. To get 
their ſentence, therefore, confirmed by the 
Roman Procurator, who alone had the power 
of life and death at that time in Judea, ſeem- 
ed to be the moſt effectual method of ac- 
compliſhing the favourite enterpriſe now in 
hand, and at the ſame time the moſt ſafe 
and honourable for them. But, how ſhould 
they be able to perſuade this Magiſtrate, that 
Ixsus deſerved to ſuffer death? The teſti- 
mony of their witneſſes was altogether in- 
ſufficient to prove the charge, even by their 
own confeſſion ; and as for the crime of blaſ- 
phemy, on which their ſentence was founded, 
they had reaſon to fear that it would make 
little impreſſion on a Roman Judge; ſeeing 
thoſe words of Jzsus from which they in- 
ferred it, might very likely appear to him 
quite innocent and harmleſs, In ſhort there 
was much cauſe to apprehend, that Pilate 
would not ſee the juſtice of their ſentence, 
or be willing to ratify it ; and therefore ſome 
other accuſations were to be deviſed, with 


which they might load the priſoner before 


him. It was of the utmoſt importance to the 
ſucceſs of their deſigns, that they ſhquld de- 
liberate and ſettle among themſelves, the plan 
of their future procedure in this affair (un- 
leſs they had done it before), and contrive 
by what motives and e they might 

| -. moſt 
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moſt ſarely prevail with the Roman Gover- 
nour'to paſs ſentence againſt e accord- 
Shea to. o. their deſire. | + 


3 


* they were Spe in theſe deli» 


berations, an object preſented itſelf to thein, 


which promiſed to ſhake the reſolution of 
men but a little leſs determined than they 
were, and even to annul all their proceed- 
ings: That was the traitor Judas, now ſtruck 
withubremorſe for what he had done, pro- 


claiming aloud his own guilt, and his Maſter's 


innocence *, This unhappy man had no 
ſooner got over all the difficulties of his en- 


terpriſe, and brought it to a ſucceſsful iſſue, 


than he began to feel a bitterneſs ſpringing 
from the thought of it, which he had never 
experienced before; and when he ſeemed 
ready to ſit down quietly, and enjoy the 
fruits of his iniquity, he was from that mo- 
ment deprived of all inward peace. Hither- 
to, in ſpite of many warnings, he had main- 


' tained an aſtoniſhing hardineſs, and betray- 


ed no ſign of ſhame or fear; but when he 
faw that Feſus was condemned h y the Jewiſh 


Council, and fo inhumanely treated, his en- 


raged conſcience was let looſe againſt him. 
Some ſentiments of compaſſion might touch 
dn; 3 e ME hn DD G-tE and 880 now 
JJ 10s aorcorappeannyg 
246 oi Match. ii. 3.10. OM Verſe 3. 
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appearing in their true magnitude, filled his 
ſoul with unſpeakable anguiſh and diſmay. 
He could no longer reſtrain himſelf from 
making a public confeſſion of his guilt, and 
reſtoring at the ſame time the fruits of it. 


In the preſence of the Chief Prieſts and Elders 


aſſembled in Council, and holding out to 
them the thirty pieces of ſilver which were 
the price of his baſeneſs, he ſaid, I have ſin- 


ned, in that I have betrayed the innocent Blood. 
—A ſtriking teſtimony in favour of our 


LoRD; and the more to be regarded, as it 
came 195 one who had every motive to ſup- 


| preſs the truth, except remorſe of conſcience, 


which would not permit him ſo to do. This 


teſtimony did likewiſe carry in it the ſtrong- 


eſt remonſtrance which either the wickedneſs 
or the virtue of man could offer againſt the 
| e meaſures of the Jewiſh Rulers. 


5 


Bur they anſwer him with a ew 


and unfeeling contempt, and abandon him, 


without any relief on their part, to all the 


horrors of his own guilty mind. What is that 


to us, ſaid they? See thou to that. They ſpeak 
of it as a thing in which they had no con- 
cern, though in fact they were deeply in- 


volved in the ſame guilt: which muſt be 


imputed to their extreme hardneſs of heart, 


and 


t Matth. xxvii. „ 2 4 Verte 4. 
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and their inſenſibility to every thing but the 
paſſions which did now actuate them. No 
ſentiment of remorſe is capable of toqching 
their minds, though it had overcome the ob- 
ſtinacy of Judas: nothing can engage their 
attention, but what tends to further their de- 
ſign againſt the life of IESsus; and his be- 
trayer, after having effectually aſſiſted them 
in chat project, ſaw himſelf treated by them 
with the harſhneſs and diſdain which com- 
monly falls to the lot of thoſe who proſtitute 
their conſciences in order to pleaſe or ſerve 
the men of this world. They would not even 
grant him the conſolation of receiving at his 
hands that deteſtable money, the hire of his 
perfidy, which he could not now endure the 
ſight of: So that being determined to get rid 
of it at any rate, he thought proper to go 
and caſt it down in the temple". Nor did 
this juſt act of reſtitution appeaſe his tortured 
mind. Unable to pardon himſelf, and meet- 
ing with no commiſeration from the partners 
of his crime, he deſpaired of finding any in 
God himſelf; and in this ſtate of horror and 
diſtraction, he went and put an end to his 
wretched life with o_ OWn pan 


T HE Sed hiſtorian immediately ſabjoins . | 


| ® Math ak. 5 50 
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did not happen till ſome weeks, or perhaps 


months after it; which is, that the Jewiſh 
Prieſts, judging it unlawful to let the money 
reſtored by Judas be added to the ſacred 
treaſury, becauſe it was the price of blood ', or 
of a man's life, agreed to convert it to a more 
ignoble uſe, and purchaſed with it a burial- 
place for ſtrangers, that is, men of other na- 
tions who happened to die at Jeruſalem. This 
place, formerly called the Potters-field*, be- 
cauſe in it carthen-ware uſed to be made; 
received from the preſent tranſaction a new 


name, and was thenceforth called The feld . 


f blood :—a circumſtance well known to the 
inhabitants of Jeruſalem, and which ſerved 


mightily to verify the fact above mentioned. 
He concludes this whole paſſage with ob- 


_ ſerving, how exactly an ancient propheſy 
woas fulfilled in it, which ” now have re- 
corded 1 in Zech. xi. 255 I 13.“ ; 


28 


him 


i Maith, xxvii. 5 | k Verſs. 7. 1 Verſe 8. 


The text aſeribes it to i But ſome think that 
word had crept into the text, by the miſtake of a tranſ- 
ſeriber, inſtead of Zechariah ; others, that the; ſix laſt 
' chapters of Zechariah, were, in the Apoſtles time, under- | 


ſtood to "ens to Jeremiah, 


| sven then was the ebe fi of | 
Judas Iſcariot, an aweful monument of the 
divine vengeance againſt ingratitude and 
treachery, and, we may add, againſt the im- 
moderate ws of this world; which was in 
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96 . Practical Eſay on the 
him the ſource. of theſe. crimes! His life 
ſeemed at firſt to throw a great ſtain on the 


name of JEsus; which, in the end, however, 
it did completely wipe away, and even added 


new luſtre to his ſpotleſs. character. Here 
is a teſtimony to our SAviouR's innocence, 
Which can neither be refuſed nor evaded.— 
And, from this ſad example, we ſhould learn 


to dread the indulgence of any one irregular 


paſſion, as well as the love of money, ſince 
we know not into what crimes and miſeries 


it may plunge us ;—to be particularly on our 


guard againſt the abuſe of diſtinguiſhed pri- 


vileges, which, even Nature tells us, muſt be 


viſited with ſeverer puniſhment ;—and above 
all, to acknowledge the neceſſity of truſt in 


God's | mercy for pardon upon repentance, | 


without which we can never repent truly 


and acceptably of any ſin whatever. Had 


not Judas given up his hope in God, he 


might, like Peter, have been pardoned, and 
reſtored to favour. Excepting this, his re- 
pentance had every requiſite qualification. 


It wanted neither ſorrow, confeſſion, nor re- 


ſtitution : nevertheleſs it did not avail him, a 


becauſe it was deſtitute of that ſweet reviving 


view of the compaſſion and grace of God, 
which the greateſt ſinners ought never to 


loſe fight of, and which is the only thing. 
that can effectually RAS: back "a: Mans ; 
mortal to him, 


- 
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SECTION VI. 


8 SAVI ov R'S firft K _ 1 


AMONG ather clogging of _ 
SAviouR's death and paſſion, it was 


foretold by him, that he ſhould be deliver- 
ed to the Gentiles* , or uncircumciſed Hea- 


then, and ſuffer many things of them. We 


are now going to ſee the fulfilment of this 


prediction, in his trial before Pilate, the 


Roman Procurator of Judea,—The conduct 
of Providence is here remarkable. Jzs8us 
was brought before ſeveral different Tri- 
bunals, not as it commonly happens, in 
conſequence of appeals taken by him from 
one to another, but purely by the manage- 
ment of his Judges; that while he experi- 


enced the injuſtice of the world in various 
forms, and in its bittereſt effects, his inno- 
cence and dignity might be more apparent 


to all men: And as he was to be the Saviour 


of both Jews and Gentiles, it was proper 
that his cauſe ſhould be examined IT, the 


_ as well as by the other. 


Tus Jewiſh Rulers, though juſtly appre- 
henſive that: * ſentence againſt Jxsus 
would 


Nun xx. 19. 


2 : = - * TED 
2 A aa ESI DCAD == p77 —— — — — 


e 


arty Grd ——— — 

2 5 1 | 2 N 
. or, 5 ee” 2 r 
rr ed — 

a * * — * - : — h * — ny 
N „„PC ae eh TSS 5X 6;7 


—— ——— 7 
— Bok 


— _oumugtorcuraganiisaiwoib be N * 
- T s . We? 7 
ts N bak Ate ER . 
—— N — * * . Ron awd WI, 2 l 
P ED F - 1 7% 
. od XZ; 8 k enn . — 
* £ = g — 2 — 
- 2 A . "7 7 
En. — — 2 8 — rern ED 4 
nner. — £ — — IS: — WP” 
e 627 I — 
and — 25 — e * — ; WILLIS, — 


R K K — — 
CS „„ 

= * e 
n "ry 120 


9 
F 
8: 

"4 
[ 

_- 
| 
1 


— — — — — m * — 
IE Sn VERS: = 75 r — _ 
— —— — — —— — n — — 
Pann 2 & — — 7 — to. * ws WA n 2: — > 
5 ns te, at — 8 — Cn ny en oy ng; T 1 
— gots Wo — 4 8 2 — EN 4 a 2 . : TES,; n 
> 5 5 1 5 £ 
- — - ; b * Ms "Y a i 6 
— . "I TE ELOATCANGS 26-3 % 2 e rr - 
ä — 3 2 - = . 4 C 2 
. 2 - 1 28 [TY = 


— 


e 


1 


A — — — — 
ͤ ͤ ͤ 7e 


Sn 


i 
' 
! 
12 
1 


— bb ns "he SEO - 


DIR Wes 


[1 TE 2 . hn 90 CY 


_ * n CET OO TIER . . 2 
r 5 — ewes * 
PPP men D 5 : 5 ” pe 6 Tc Rd — * . 
Sn — re — 83 - — —.— 5 _— IIs uh — * 
e 8 * 
ö Y oy 
br We —— hey N 8 0 
, 
- 


"mr dear ac - 


= 47 Pralical Efay on the 


would be regarded by Pilate as unintereſting 
or ill founded; yet, from their knowledge 
of the temper and diſpoſition of the man, 
they did not deſpair of being able to pers 
on him to ratify it, Early in the morning *, 


therefore, they carried Ixsus away, bound, 
from the Palace of the High Prieſt, to the 


Judgement-Hall of the Roman Governour ; ; 
not waiting for the ordinary hour of . 
ing and deciding cauſes, leſt arſy-thing 
ſhould occur to prevent his giving judge- 

ment in this momentous affair before the 
Sabbath came on, which was the day follow- 
ing; and by that, or ſome other means, 
their prey ſhould eſcape from their hands. 


Here they acted very like thoſe men whoſe 
feet are ſwift to ſhed blood ©, and who fleep 


not, n they have 195 mſchief*, 


"Dog while ha were intent on bes 
flagitious deſigns, they did not neglect the 
precaurions of an abject ſuperſtition, or of a 


deteſtable hypocriſy. . From a miſtaken or 


pretended principle of religion, they refuſed 
to enter into the Prætorium, leſt they ſhould 
there contract ſome defilement which might 
diſqualify them to eat of the Paſchal Sacri- 
faces ; but et had no fear of en ſtained 
| with 
John —_ 28, , Roth, i iii. 15. Prov. iv. 16. 
lt might now be about fix, or a little after. 


Death of Fefus Chr. 99 
with innocent blood, and the blood of their 
Meſſiah. So, truly was it ſaid of them by 


our LoRD, that they ffrained at a gnat, and 


ſwallowed a camel. They ſent Jesvs into 
the Judgement-hall, attended by his guard ; 
but they themſelves remained without. 


TRE Governour, humouring their religious 
ſeruples, went out to them*, It is ſomewhat 
ſtrange that he deigned to give them a 
hearing at ſo unreaſonable an hour, eſperi- 
ally as he was no ſtranger to the motives of 
their preſent conduct, and knew that envy 


was at the bottom of this proſecution.— 


Theſe condeſcenſions of the Judge would 


have been very laudable, and worthy of 
imitation, had they proceeded from a real 
love of juſtice and piety; but there is too 
much reaſon to ſuſpect, that they flowed 
from a very different ſource, and were early 


proofs of that weakneſs and timidity which 
marked all the proceedings of Pilate in this 
affair. Conſcious of the many malverſations 
in his government, he was afraid to dif- 


oblige the principal men of the Jewiſh 


nation; and wiſhed, if poſlible, to gratify 
them, without ſacrificing the dignity and 
rights of his office, or ſeeming to abandon 
che cauſe of innocence. 
G. n 


Matth. xxiii. „ John xviii. 20,32. 
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400 © 4 Practical Eſſay on the 


- Hs went out to them, therefore, and be- 
gan with aſking them a very proper que- 
ſtion, What accuſation bring ye againſt this 
man? They anſwered, F he were not a male- 
factor, we would not have delivered him up 
unto thee. | By which it appeared how eager 
they were to have JEsUs put to death, and 
at the ſame time how unwilling that their 
proceedings againſt him ſhould be reviewed 
by Pilate; whom they wanted to make not 
ſo much the judge of the cauſe, as the 
executioner of their ſentence already paſſed. 
He ought to take it for granted, that the 
accuſed perſon was worthy of death, merely 
| becauſe ſuch reſpectable and holy men. as 
they, had adjudged him to that puniſhment, 
without enquiring for any other proofs of his 
guilt, But whatever the Governour thought 
of this anſwer, it afforded him a fair pre- 
tence to decline intermeddling in fo diſagree- 
able a matter, and to rid himſelf at once of 
all farther trouble about it: For, he there- 
upon ſaid to them, 7ake ye him, and judge him 
according to your law, Pilate, though obliged 
by his office to maintain juſtice and equity 
as far as he could among all perſons ſubject 
to his juriſdiction, conſented that Jesvs, 
whether innocent or guilty, ſhould ſuffer 
all the ſeverities it was in their power to 
inflict. This offer e could not e to 


Death of Feſus Chriſt, 10 


be very favourable and indulgent to them ; 


and yet it did not pleaſe, becauſe it came 


not up to the extent of their malice againſt 


JesUs ChRIST. They ſought to take away 
his life, and were very ſenſible that they 
had no regular authority which reached that 


length. It is not lawful for us, ſaid they, 
to put any man to death; intimating, that the 
criminal now brought to his tribunal de- 
ſerved to ſuffer death; and confeſſing them- 
ſelves to be a conquered dependent people, 
who had loſt the power of the ſword in their 


own country; for, odious as the Roman 
power was to them 1n ſecret, they were 


ready to acknowledge and have recourſe to 


it publicly, whenever it ſerved their turn. 


Now this led to the fulfilment of our Sa- 


viour's prophecy, ſignifying that he ſhould : 
die by crucifixion, which was a eee 


| not a Jewiſh por agna 


Apitz being thus unwillingly engaged to 


proceed to the trial, the queſtion naturally re- 
turned, what particular crime they laid to the 


charge of a man whom they thought worthy 
of ſo ſevere a puniſhment? Then they began 


with theſe following accuſations, equally bitter 
and unjuſt: Me found this fellow perverting 


the nation, and forbidding to give tribute to 
| —_ Jaymg, that he himſelf is Chriſt, a King *, 
G Os Strange! 


7 Las xXiii. 2. 
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3 4 Prodiica Eſuy on the 


Strange! that they ſay not a word of any of 
the crimes fo recently alledged againſt Jesvs 
before the Jewiſh Council! Not one word of 
his deſtroying and rebuilding the temple, 

nor of his blaſphemy, which had given ſuch 
heinous offence ! On theſe crimes alone, 
or one of them at leaſt, the ſentence of the 
Council was founded, which they . now 
wanted the Chief Magiſtrate to confirm and 
execute : Nevertheleſs, before him, the ſtate 
of the queſtion is entirely changed, and a 
quite different charge produced. This con- 
duct ſavours ſtrongly of falſehood and un- 
fair dealing, and even argues a conſciouſneſs 
in the proſecutors, of the injuſtice of their 
cauſe. In ſhort, their preſent accuſations 
were evidently contrived to make Ixsus ob- 
noxious, if poſſible, to the Roman Govern» 
ment, by repreſenting him in the light of a 
State criminal, a turbulent ſeditious perſon, 
_ who. went about ſowing the ſeeds of rebel- 
lion in people's minds, and ſetting We 
| BP for a King. 


To ſuch 5 Pilate could not, 
conſiſtently with his office, remain indifferent; 
and had they been well founded, Jzsus 
was confeſſedly liable to ſevere puniſhment; 
but in fact they were abſolutely falſe, or at 
beſt dark — 2 The Aol Charge, 
of 


Death of Jeſus Crit, 103 


of peryerting the nation, might either 
mean that he was guilty of ſeducing men from 


the true worſhip of God, by teaching things 


contrary to his law, or of endeayguring to 


render the people diſaffected to the Roman 
Government. The /econd, of forbidding 
to give tribute to Cæſar, was a groſs calum- 


ny, of which the accuſers : themſelves could 


not but know the falſehold. And the 14%, 
of making himſelf a King, though they 
wiſhed to have it conſtrued: into a great 
crime, yet, ſo far as it had any truth in it, 
was quite inoffenſive to all earthly. rulers, 
 Jesvs had always uſed the moſt effectual 
precautions to prevent or diſeountenance 
every appearance of a diſloyal and rebellious 
ſpirit among the Jewiſh people: He had 
commanded them to render unto Cæſar the 
things that were Cæſar's, and had withdrawn 
himſelf from them when at one time they 
would have forced him to aſſume ts Har, 
racter of a temporal Prince, 


PLATE, willing 3 into the trath — 
of the alledged crimes, thought fit to go in 


and interrogate. Jz8Us hiniſelf upon them. 
He aſked. him, therefore, Art thou the King 


of the Jews? This ſeemed to him the moſt 


material article of accuſation; and perhaps 


tl MC i alſo 


ohn vi. 15. Chap. xvii. 33,—38. 
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alſo the moſt curious, conſidering the appear- 
ance and circumſtances of the priſoner, JIEsus, 
with equal modeſty and firmneſs, began his 
anſwer to the Governour, by aſking him a 
previous queſtion : Sayeſt thou this thing of 
thyſelf, or did others tell it thee of me? As if he 
had ſaid, Have you found me affecting to be 
a King, from your own knowledge and ex- 
perience; or is it only a report which others 
haye made to you concerning me? The 
queſtion was highly proper, in order to do 

. juſtice to truth, and to prevent the Governour 
from being impoſed on by the ambiguity 
of a word; as alſo to prepare the way for a 
direct anſwer to his queſtion. If Pilate had 
never known JesvUs guilty of any- thing that 
favoured of criminal ambition, or of a de- 

ſign to ur royal authority; and if the 
charge of making himſelf a King, was 
only a ſuggeſtion of others, the fact might 
be true, and yet have nothing blameable in 
It, which was actually the caſe. 

To the above queſtion, then, Pilare re- 
* haſtily, yer with candour, Am 7 a 
Few? I bine own nation, and the Chief Prieſts, 
2 delivered thee unto me: What haſt thou 

done? As much as to ſay, I know no- 
thing of your caſe, but by information from 
others. The accuſation brought againſt as 

DI ek | to 


* 5 
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took its riſe only among your own country- 
men, of whom the leaders have delated you 


to me as a great malefaQor, peculiarly hate- 
ful to them. What have you done to merit 
ſuch reſentment ?”—This declaration gave 


our LoRD a fair opportunity of ſpeaking to 


Pilate's former queſtion, and of aſſerting his 


title to royal dignity, as truth required, 
without giving unneceſſary offence, which 


an abſolute unqualified aſſertion of it might 
have done. My kingdom, ſaid he, is not 
of this world. If it were, I ſhould have put 
arms into the hands of my followers, witk 
orders to fight for me, and to defend me 
from the violence of the Jews. But nothing 
of this kind, you ſee, hath been attemptect 


by me; and therefore you have reaſon to be 


ſatisfſied of the truth of what I tell you, _ 
that my kingdom is not of a nature to give 
umbrage to the Roman Government, or to 


interfere with any nt the ene e e. or um 8 8 


; of this world. » 


. wia Pilate, not © folly e 


ing his meaning (for IEs us ſpoke of a king- 
dom which he had never heard of before), | 


bur perceiving, that weak and mean as he 


appeared to be in outward circumſtances, he 
did not abſolutely diſclaim the title of King, 


faid to him, Art thou a King then? It ſeems 


you 


K 
9 [3 
1 
1 
Br. 
be ® 
* 12 
> 25 
5," 
24 i» < 
4 + WE 
ad oO 
[1 18 
£4 $ 4 
11 
2 
1 
5 
L 1 
4 1 
1 
v9 
* 
. 
: 4 14 
(4 
E 
1 84 
] 4s 
1 38, 
. 
*. : : 
; $447 
1 
bt 
1 ot. 
4 {+ 5 
6 1 
7 $a 
ER 
1 
t ; wh 
g Wh 
_ ! 1 
2 a 7 
. 
4 8 
FIR 
% 4 
18 
i 
* 4 1 1 
29 
: WA 
75 
4 
11 * 
425 
125 
3 
"RN 78 
by. 
2-H 
4 ; WT 
£ 16 
I. 
4 
4 
4 
J iin 
4 18 
55 
* * 
47 
[ - o 
17. 
4 
1 
= _ 
k 1 
io! 
+. 
Py $ | 171 
14 
3 
- 1 * 
1 
1 
x A q 
40 
? + 
; * 
2 
.- = 
— . 
: * 
— i3 
« 13 
1 ** 
x 14 
177 
© 1 
7 4 
12 
- + 34 
3% 134 
N 
4 
£ 1 
: 
* * , 
Fit 
2 
1 
111 
1 
E 
»4 
% $63: 
17 0 
Ph \ 
0 
Ks - 
"x 
1 1 
1814 
- 14 14 o 
135 24 
. 
N tos I \ 
14 * 5. 
8 l 
1 
Ki 4 
1 
. 1 
15 
be 
14 
44 . 
4 
14 
k FS 
N 
1 1 
. 
125 
125 
*1 7 
18 1 . 
1 44 
— 5 a 
i 5 75g 
b el 
* 
— $825 
15 
1 
f x & l 
{44 1 
Ly 54 40 
4 Po 7 
18 F 
1 . 
Fry 62 
55 * 
1 
93 
* \ 5 £ 
1 0 L 
4 b + 
1 2 
«8; 


Pn 


3 
at 
4 
4 
* 


2 
— 


2 =_ RoW - 
3x3 2 _— — 46, at ak — Wo . fy N A S — = - — — 3 * * pans * — * - - > * — — 5 —— — 4 — 2 oh kf 
. = _— . —— — — — — n — 8 IT Dede . 23 = 3 OSS: I VINE 7 rr. : 

8 — 2 — r OS (LN ** * 1 Fab — * + 4 - - — — „ 
Aa O_o eo It. Gas ———— 3 Wr N 2 E by i Ae . — 
, «4 . : : N . —— 3 ths o 65.4 . as 7 4-H = 
-— 2 8 * 1 * n 4 - 7 - 3 % „ 79 HJ 
2, ES Wl. TO REELS l ONE ! + Pr r 2 2 - 1 by « 
py 2. 


* 
7 
$44 

14 


——— et + 2 ES. +. 


WE. |- 
* 
"6 


* E «„ „. „„ „„ „ 


2398 Y 


a8 to avoid all offence and provocation by it, 


1 4 Prodlical Efay on the 


you avow yourſelf to be a King. —] ESUS an- 
{wered without heſitation, It is as you ſay. 


I am a King, but ſuch an one as is before 


8 


deſcribed, | The truth I ever will avow : It 


is the inheritance I was born to; and to 
6 


teach and confirm it, is the very end of 
my coming into the world. Such is my 
kingdom. I compel no man by violence 
and force of arms to become my ſubject ; 
but every one who loves truth, and deſires 
to be guided by it, hearkens to my inſtruc- 
tions, and yields me an unconſtrained and 
willing obedience. To this end was 1 born, 
and for this cauſe came I into the world, that 
I ſhould bear witneſs to the truth. ee 
onc ee 10 oy the eral; reg ay worce © 


"5% I . 4 


en did our N in a Gems tes 


moſt depreſſed and alarming, with admir- 5 


able firmneſs and recollection of mind, aſ- 


ſert the real dignity of his character * 3 
King, and the King of the Jews, agreeably 


to what had been aſcribed ro him by the 
Prophets of old, by the Eaſtern Sages at his 
birth, and by the joyful acclamations-of the 
multitude on his late public entrance into 
Jeruſalem : Vet with ſuch prudent ſteps, and 
preparations did he come to this aſſertion, 


John xviii. 37. 1 Matth, xxvii. 11. 
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and even to ſatisfy Pilate of his innocence. 
And this is that good (or noble) confeſſion 


which St Paul ſays JEsus witneſſed before 


Pontius Pilate za confeſſion in which his 
followers ſhould be zealous to imitate him, 
by doing juſtice to the truth in all circum- 
ſtances, and at all hazards. | | 


Tus Governour ned this private exami- 


nation of JIESUs, with only aſking him fur- 
ther, What is Truth? To which, however, 
he did not wait for an anſwer ; but, turning 
_ abruptly, and taking Jesvs along with him, 

he went out to the Jews, and declared to 
them, I find no fault in him at all“ So far 
from deſerving capital puniſhment, he ſeems 


to me not to have committed any thing : 
| blame-worthy.“ Pilate, like the other poli- 


ticians of this world, had no great deſire to 
be informed what that Truth was kick 
ſeemed of ſo much importance to Jzsvs, 


and for which he willingly expoſed himſelf 


to ſuch ſufferings. It appeared no way in- 
tereſting to him, ſince he ſaw that it did not 
immediately touch the peace and welary of 
the commenmealth, 


Hos the delegates of the 8 ke: - 


to hear Jane receive from Pilate a taſumony 
| a ſo 


D 1 Tim. vi. 1 3 El Jobn xvili. 38. 
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ſo unfavourable to their views, renewed their 
accuſations in a more vehement and clamor- 
ous manner than before *, and poured forth 


a torrent of calumnies againſt JI Es us, hoping, 
ungrounded as they were, that ſome of them 
might make an impreſſion to his diſadvan- 
tage. In particular, they charged him (and 
this ſeems to have been the ſum and drift 


of their accuſations) with having attempted 


to raiſe popular commotions and tumults 


throughout the whole country; at leaſt he 
had taught a doctrine likely to have that 
effect. He flirreth up the people, ſaid they, 
teaching throughout all Jewry, beginning from 
Galilee to this place®, Jesus, on the other 
hand, made no reply to any of their accuſ- 


- ations; no, not even when called upon by 


the Governour to ſpeak in his own behalf, 
who ſaid to him, Heareft thou not 'how many 
things they witneſs againſt thee * ? But he ſtill 


maintained a profound filence ;—a ſilenee, 
however, more eloquent and inſtructing than 
any words. To what purpoſe ſhould he 


ſpeak ? His paſt life confuted every accuſa- 


tion brought againſt him, and argued not 


only innocence, but incomparable merit and 
dignity. His Judge had juſt now given a 
public and diſintereſted ſuffrage in his fa- 


your. And his accuſers, with all their vehe- 


i mence 
„ Matth. xxvii. 12. Mark xv. 3 Luke xxiii. 5. 
r Luke x xxiii. 5. Matth. xxvii. 12,—14. 


1 


| Death of Teſus Chrit. 10g 


mence and zeal, not daring to offer any 


proof of their allegations, ſhewed that they 


only thirſted for his blood. Silence in theſe 


. circumſtances, was truly great and heroic: it 
_ diſcovered a fortitude and ſelf- command, a 


meekneſs and forbearance, a neglect of per- 


ſonal ſafety, and a contempr of danger, death 
and pain, all joined with conſcious inno- 
_ cence, which, together, are very rarely if ever 
to be found among men. No wonder that 
Pilate marvelled at it, marvelled greatly: For 


he knew how eager men commonly are to 


ſpeak in their own defence, even when they 
have done wrong; and if unjuſtly accuſed, 


how well they think themſelves entitled not 


only to aſſert their innocence in ſtrong terms, 


but to vent expreſſions of anger and indig- 
nation againſt their accuſers. But that a 
man ſhould calmly hear himſelf charged 
with high and capital crimes known by him 
to be altogether groundleſs, and incapable 
of being fairly proven, and yet not chooſe 


to ſay a word for repelling the charge, 
though legally invited thereto, this appeared 


to Pilate fingular and aſtoniſhing ; and we 
muſt ſuppoſe that he now concluded JzsUs 
to be no ordinary perſon. . 


| 8 therefore, he made another attempt - 
to free himſelf from this odious trial, that 
if | 
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if he could nor protect innocence, he-might 
at leaft eſcape the guilt and infamy of con- 
demning i it, without loſing the little popula- 


rity which was left him among the Jewiſh 


Rulers. For this he found a handle in the 
name of Galilee, which was then held to be 


the nurſery of rebellion, and where JIxsus 


was repreſented to have laid the firſt ſcene 


of his ambitious enterpriſes. - Hearing of 
Galilee, Pilate aſked, if the man were a Ga- 


Hean'? and finding him to be ſo, he gladly 

laid hold on this pretence, to remit the cauſe 
to Herod the Tetrarch of Galilee, as belong- 
ing rather to his juriſdiction,” And he was 
probably the more inclined to this meaſure, 
becauſe he himſelf had been much blamed _ 


for his ſeverity to the Galileans*, The Te- 
trarch happened very opportunely to be now 
at Jeruſalem, on account of the paſſover. Pi- 


late therefore immediately ſent Jzsvs, with 
his guards and accuſers, to his tribunal, 


Bur befire we follow him Ather, let us 


caſt our eye back for a moment on this firſt 


appearance of his at the Judgement hall of 


Pilate, and remark the conduct of the dif- 
ferent perſons concerned in that intereſting 


ſcene, - And thus far the conduct of Pilate 


| appears not highly. culpable, o or at leaſt ad- 


| mits 
* Luke xxiii. 5, 6, 7. Luke iii. 1. 


Death of Feſius Chrit, nin. 


mits of ſome excuſe, It is true we are far 
from ſeeing in him the firm and magnani- 
mous integrity of an upright Judge, who 
will lend no ear to malicious and unground- 
ed calumnies or accuſations without proof ; 

but will take oppreſſed innotence under his 


protection, and drive the oppreſſor from his 


tribunal; ſhewing himſelf ſuperior to all con- 
ſiderations of intereſt, and even of peace and 


ſafety, whilſt he follows invariably the dic- 
tates of an impartial juſtice, We ſee rather 


the mean and truckling weakneſs of a tem- 
poriſing politician, determined at all events 
to keep meaſures with the world, though not 
without ſome ſentiments of honour and vir- 
tue. Pilate ſaw the righteous cauſe, and de- 
clared for it; but had nor courage effectually 
to maintain it. His teſtimony to the inno- 


cence of Ixsvs, is the more valuable, that 


intereſt plainly led him to favour the other 
ſide, and that, in his ordinary conduct, as 
deſcribed by hiſtorians of undoubted credit, 


he was far from being ſerupulous upon the 


point of right, whenever it came in compe- 
tition either with his intereſt or his pleaſures. 


"Bot, with all its Alpe een Pilate's 
behaviour on this occaſion ſeems amiable 
when compared with that of the Chief Prieſts 
| and aer of the pal We are ſtruck with 

horror, 
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8 to obſerve theſe pretended devotees 


affecting a concern for the honour of God, 


while they ſhew themſelves void of all ſenti- | 
ments of candour and equity towards men; 
to ſee them ſhifting their ground, and vary- 
ing their accuſations, as they thought it 
might beſt ſuit their bloody purpoſe; ſtudy- 
ing only to miſlead, and to inflame; now 
concealing their meaning under ambicuons 
expreſſions, and then not ſcrupling to advance 
things well known to themſelves to be con- 
trary to fact. Their capital charge againſt 


Iss in this inſtance, was diſaffection to 
the Roman Government; and yet his inno- 
cence of that crime, was in truth one great 

cauſe of their malicious proſecution. For, 


had he indeed lifted up the ſtandard of re- 
bellion, and undertaken to reſcue them from 


the Roman yoke, there are many proofs both 
in our Goſpels, and in their own Hiſtorians, 
chat they would have been the firſt to range 
themſelves under his banners; this being the 
very thing which they expected from their 


Meſſiah. But becauſe Jes Us diſcouraged 


theſe vain hopes, while he aſſerted himſelf 
to be the promiſed Meſſiah, therefore they 


could never forgive him; and in order to ef- 
fectuate his deſtruction, they did not heſitate 
to accuſe him falſely of that crime, which 


85 they would have n in him, if it had 


been well founded. 
LASTLY, 


LASTLY, if we contemplate the behaviour 


of Ixsus during this part of his trial; keep- 
ing in our minds the ſufferings he had al- 
ready gone through, with thoſe which he 


had ſtill in proſpect; it can hardly fail to 


increaſe our admiration of him. Here we 


have convincing proofs, that that remark- 


able ſilence which he maintained at different 


times before his accuſers and judges, did not 


proceed from pride or ſullenneſs, but from a 
juſt ſenſe of what became him in his pre- 
ſent circumſtances, For he did not refuſe to 
ſpeak on proper occaſions. To the Roman 


Governour he ſo explained himſelf, as to ſa- 


tisfy him of his innocence; while under all 


the humiliation of ee 1s” diſgrace, he 


truly aſſerted the dignity of his character 


and miſſion. But, painful as it is to a ſenſible 
mind, to hear itſelf loaded with the unjuſt 


imputation of enormous crimes, which are 
to be puniſhed with nothing leſs than death 


and torture, he declined to enter into an 


unavailing altercation with his accuſers, or 
even to ſay a ſingle word in anſwer to men, 
who, as well as himſelf, were ſufficiently con- 


vinced both of his innocence, and of their 
_ own baſeneſs. In every ſituation, whether 


he ſpeaks, or keeps ſilence, IEsus's conduct is 
great and exemplary, and altogether worthy 
of the Divine Saviour of men, And from 
, , 200 
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this example we ſhould learn, not to be ſo 
zealous to juſtify ourſelves as we often are; 
not to oppoſe even falſe aſperſions with haſte 


and paſſion; far leſs to ſet about the vindi- 


cation of our characters, as it ſometimes hap- 


pens, before they are attacked, Theſe things 
are attended with guilt, or betray a conſciouſ- 
| neſs of it, Silence upon the ſubject of our 
own conduct, generally becomes us; and in 
every caſe, our actions ought to ſpeak more 


Wack for us dan, our , 


| SnoTION vll. 


. 


oy ESUS Ewe 10 76 . 


Tur characters and views of the ſeveral 
| perſons who were the immediate pro- 
curers of our SaviouR's laſt ſufferings and 
death, were, though all of them extremely 


bad, yet widely different from one another, 


and furniſh us with a ſhort, but exact ſpeci- 
men of the various enemies of his religion in 


all ages; who are either ſuch as make falſe 


pretences to piety, or openly deſpiſe it, or 


have at leaſt ſome dearer intereſt which they 


prefer before it. At the tribunal of the 
_ High Prieſt, I sus endured the unrelenting 
ſeverity. of a ſuperſtitious and hypocritical 

_ zeal, and of ſpiritual pride and tyranny, which 


cannot brook any: oppoſition to its uſurped 


authority in.religious matters. Before Pilate, 


he ſaw his righteous cauſe ſacrificed to the | 


mean arts of an intereſted policy, or what 


the Apoſtle calls fefhly wiſdom *, which often 


loves to be on good terms with religion, but 
only that it may the better compaſs its own 
ſiniſter ends. But when ſubjected to the 


z judgement and cognifance of Herod, he had 


to encounter the inſolence of a profane and 
14-3 - + a___ 


2 Cor. i. 12. 
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libertine ſpirit, which treats all religion with 
ſcorn and deriſion. Againſt all theſe dif- 
ferent kinds of impiety Ixsus had ever born 
a faithful teſtimony, both by his doctrine 
and his manners; and all of them now unit- 
ed their efforts to aggravate his ſufferings, 
and accompliſh his deſtruction. Never in 
any inſtance did that enmity more remark- 
ably appear, which, upon the introduction 
of ſin into the world, God put between the 
ſeed of the woman 1 and N ſeed. 75 I ſer- 


pra?! | f 5 | \ Ul 


/ Hinon was at - firſt & mightily edt with 
qhis unexpected incident. It flattered his 
vanity, becauſe he conſidered it as a great 
honour done him by the Roman Governour ; 
and it gratified his curioſity, by preſenting 
him with what he had long wiſhed for, a 
perſonal interview with a man, of whoſe 
wiſdom and ſanctity, and prophetical cha- 
racter, and mighty works, he had often heard. 
What had particularly attracted his attention, 
was the fame of our Saviouxk's miracles; and 
he hoped that the time was now come, when 
he ſhould have the pleaſure of feaſting his 
eyes with the exhibition of ſome of theſe ſu- 
wa 1 pernatural works. Ignorant and fooliſh man! 
wm to imagine that the extraordinary operations 


Þ Gene iii. 17. Luke xxii. 8. 
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of Divine Power were intended _ the mere 


| ſport and paſtime of idleneſs; and that the 


meſſengers of Heaven, amidſt all the oppreſ- 
ſions of this world, ſhould be ever ready at 
a call to miniſter to its unreaſonable plea- 
ſures, and to nouriſh its impenitence! or 


even that they would conſent, for any con- 
ſideration, to ſuch an abuſe! Had Herod ſe- 


rioufly deſired to be acquainted with the life 


and doctrine of JezsUs CHRIST, to learn from 
him the way of ſalvation, or to examine im- 


partially his pretenſions to the character of 
Meſſiah, opportunities were not wanting to 
him in abundance before now, to gain ſatiſ- 
faction; his dominions having been the prin- 


cipal Dede of our Sa vioun's miniſtry. But 
this wicked Prince had given himſelf no con- 


cern about theſe matters voluntarily, unleſs 
perhaps to diſcredit. and deride them. And 
now when JEsus is arraigned before him as 


a criminal, far from being ſolicitous about 


the merits of the cauſe, and the protection 
of innocence, he ſeeks only to gratify an idle 
or malicious curioſity, and hopes to be enter- 
tained has the pin omg 5 a ese 


inn chis was that Herod wh had 
| ſeduced and carried off Herodias, the pom of ' 


Kun brother Philip, and his own niece*; and 
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to make way for a marriage with her, had 


divorced his former and only lawful wife, 


the daughter of Aretas king of Arabia. It 


was he who had caſt John the Baptiſt into 
priſon, for honeſtly remonſtrating againſt his 
vices; and afterwards beheaded him there, 
in a ſeaſon of mirth and feſtivity, though he 
could not but revere his virtues. In vain did 


the conſcience of this profligate man, at times 


alarm and diſturb him. He got the better 


of every tranſient fit of remorſe, by abanden- 
ing himſelf to thoſe ſenſual pleaſures which 


benumb our moral faculties, and take away 


the heart. This was he whoſe office now 
called him, by a wonderful concurrence of 
circumſtances, to ſit in judgement on the 


SON of Gop; and Kar inſtead of doing him 


* 
— 


juſtice, thought only of getting ſome amuſe- 
ment from the exerciſe of his miraculous | 


vdo 


Hz 3 W therefore, 8 puts many 


_ queſtions. to him; but Jesvs: intended no 


words, much Inks” miracles, for him :— He 


anſwered. him nothing. It was his maxim 
never to ſatisfy curious and impertinent 


queries, even when they came from his own 
diſciples ; and to uſe that condeſcenſion to- 


_ wards a worthleſs. and hardened libertine, 


eſpecially 


e Hoſ. iv. 11. | f Luke xxXiii, r 


Death of Feſus Chrift., 119 


eſpecially in the preſent circumſtances, would 
have been ſtill more improper. It might be 
difficult to refrain from upbraiding | him with 
the many atrocious crimes which he had 


perpetrated, and had not repented of, But 


this was an occaſion on which JIꝝsus reſolv- 
ed to keep his mouth with a bridle s. He was 
ar @ man that heareth not, and in whoſe mouth 


are no reproofs *, He was dumb with filence, 


and held his peace even from good. — Better it 
was to let impiety go on and periſh in its 
own way, than exaſperate it by a vain re- 
monſtrance, which would have been irhputed 
to anger and impatience. At the ſame time 
it was by no means to be flattered and gra- 
tified in its fooliſh and wicked expectations, 
but rather diſappointed and mortified, for 

the honour of truth. For ſuch reaſons as 
theſe probably, JI Ess at this time, though 
under great provocations to ſpeak, obſerved a 


profound and unconquerable filence, equally 
regardleſs of the concluſions which Herod 


might draw from it, and of the confequens 
ces it might have with reſpect to himſelf. | 


Non did he think fit to ſay any thing in 
anſwer to the accuſations here urged againſt 
him with fo much zeal and bitterneſs by the 
owns Prieſts and Seribes, Theſe accufations 
e . H 4 1 we 


—_ BXXiX. 1. > Pfal, Xxxviil. 14. Pal. xxxix, 2. 
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were doubtleſs of the ſame import with thoſe 
already advanced before Pilate, conſiſting at 
beſt of mere confident aſſertions, without 

proof, and of which his paſt life was a ſuf- 
ficient confutation. Before impartial judges, 
no words were needed to vindicate him; 
and before his preſent judges, no words 
would have availed. Nevertheleſs the ac- 
cuſers could not prevail on Herod to confirm 
their ſentence againſt Jesvs, whoſe character 
and pretenſions appeared to him a fitter ſub- 
ject of ridicule and contempt, than of ſerious 
and ſevere animadverſion. Finding his pride 
mortified by our Saviour's filence, and his 
curiolity diſappointed, he, without farther 
enquiry, deſcended from the dignity of the 
Judge, to the ſcurrility of the buffoon, and 


thought it not unworthy of him to treat the 


afflicted priſoner with indecent merriment 
and deriſion; — an inhumanity ; in which his 
courtiers and attendants, as it is ufual, rea- 


dily followed his example. No reſpe& is 


paid to innocence and piety. The Holy 
Jesvs is now again exerciſed with that trial 
which the Pſalmiſt felt ſo bitter, to be made 


the ſcorn of fools And after they had ex- 


- hauſted on him all the inſolences of the 
tongue which they could think of, he is, 
VF Herod's oder, ass in an old robe of 

1 


5 Pal. liv. I 3 & 
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majeſty, as a mock king, and in that plight 
ſent back to Pilate to do with him as he 


pleaſed. Now, theſe paſſages, the ſacred hi- 


ſtorian adds, procured a reconciliation be- 
tween Pilate and Herod, who before were at 
variance with one another, and ſerved to 


reſtore one of thoſe friendſhips which are 


regulated only by the pleaſures or intereſts, 
or policy of this world; ſuch friendſhips as 


often take place n very bad men, who, | 


whatever contempt or diſlike they may have 
to one another, are ready enough to com- 
bine 8 e e piety and virtue. | 


| Bor to che well-difpoſed Sikla, this 
| hiſtory may yield more ſubſtantial benefit, 
by ſhewing him, in the example of Herod, 


the fatal progreſs of vice, and particularly 


of ſenſual luſts, which gradually hardened 
the heart of this unhappy man, ſuppreſſed 
the reproofs of his conſcience ', took away 
all his reverence for religion and virtue, and 
led him on from one crime to another, till 


he was irrecoverably loſt ;—a loud warning 
certainly to guard againſt fleſhly luſts, and 
the firſt entrance of ſin! It ſhews alfo the 


treatment which real piety and purity of 
manners mult expect to meet with from the 
rn and. N Herod, with his 


men 


25 Mark wi 19, 10 
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men of war, would no doubt, like 1 
libertines, exult in the conceit of their ſupe- 
_ rior wiſdom, while they ſet at nought the 
Lord Jzsus, and mocked him; but in fact 
they only expoſed their own folly and in- 
juſtice, as well as impiety. How vain is the 
pretence of thoſe unbelievers *, who have 
alledged, that if the weapon of ridicule had 
been employed againſt rhe chriſtian religion 
in early times, inſtead of the. ſword of the 
magiſtrate, it would have proved fatal to 
our faith ? For, has not this weapon been 
diligently, employed by adverſaries from the 
beginning ? Nay, what adverſary hath ever 
omitted to employ. it, according to his abi- 
lity ? And do we not ſee the ſame in our 
days? This is a kind of perſecution which 
hath never ceaſed in any age or country, 
and probably never will, But we muſt not 
be deterred from the way of righteouſneſs 
by the ſcoffs and ſneers of profane men. If 
we have not learned to ſuffer reproach in the 
cauſe of truth and virtue, we are but little 
ſeaſoned with the diſcipline of CHRIST. He 
experienced, before us, the moſt cruel mock- | 
ings, and bore them with unſhaken fortitude 
and meekneſs. No provocation could make 
him forget, for a moment, the dignity of his 
; ee and the deſign of his miſſion; 
; | which | 
* * Sce Ted Shafteſbury's Letter on Finnin 1 
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which was not to humour the paſſions of 
_ tyrants and libertines, but to promote the 
. falvation of humble penitents. In his filence 
before Herod, our Saviour imitated the ge- 
neral conduct of Providence towards obſti- 
nate ſinners, who, having long ſlighted and 
| abuſed the means of ſalvation which God 
thought proper to afford them, are at length, 
by an aweful, but righteous judgement, left 
_ deſtitute of all divine help, and delivered up, 
without reſource, to the conſequences of their 
own ways, For unto every one that hath, ſhall _ 
be given, and he ſhall have abundance; but from 
him that bath not, ſhall be taken away even 
that which he hath ®, 


Seer, VIII. 


„ Matth. xxv. 29. 
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SECTION VIII. 


3 8 te appearance before Pilate. : 


THIS Seckion Presents us with a variety 


of inſtructing incidents, which I ſhall 
endeavour to mark in their order, but with- 
out enlarging on them, as they exhibit only 
a farther diſplay of the ſame charaQters 
which have been already offered to our view. 


PLATE 8 himſelf 5 5 his 


hope of getting rid of a cauſe ſo perplexing to 
him, by remitting it to Herod, became more 
convinced than ever of JIEsus's innocence, 


and more averſe to condemn him to death. 
Contriving, therefore, how he might ſave him, 


he firſt of all endeavoured to perſuade the 


Jewiſh Rulers, and people, that they ought to 
be content at leaſt with ſome flighter puniſh- 
ment *,—For, that JIxsus had not been guilry 
of the crimes laid to his charge, he ſaid, 

was manifeſt both from his former exami- 


nation of him in their preſence, and from 


the teſtimony of Herod, a prince of their 


_ own nation and reliarion, and a more com- 
petent judge of their quarrels than himſelf, 
who at moſt had e him N Ay | 


| of 
Luke xxiii. 13.16. | Wo 
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of contempt, but had pronounced no ſen- 
tence againſt him: I will therefore, con- 


* cluded he, chaſtiſe him (vis. by ſcourg- 


© ing), and releaſe him.” A ſcandalous and 
mean propoſal, utterly unworthy. of an im- 
partial judge! Pilate declares himſelf willing 


to violate the laws, in compliance with 


blind rage, and unreaſonable prejudice; and 
conſents to inflict a very ſevere puniſhment, 


where he knew, and confeſſed, that none 


Was due. 


Ix was ay to ſee, that ſo ignominious = 
a conceſſion would not mitigate, but rather 
' increaſe the inſolence of the Jews, Where- 


upon Pilate had recourſe to another, and a 

more promiſing expedient, to get Iꝝsus diſ- 
miſſed, perhaps without any puniſhment; 
which was to avail himſelf of the popular 
cuſtom of releaſing ſome one malefactor 
at the feaſt of the paſſover, according to the 


inclinations of the common people; an in- 
| dulgence well-ſuired to a time of univerſal 
joy and feſtivity, whenſoever the cuſtom 
began, or whatever it aroſe from. The 


people therefore flocking round the Gover- 


nour's tribunal, which ſtood in the open air?, - 


now began to inſiſt upon their privilege, 


and loudly urged him to grant them the 
uſual favour*, This ſeemed very favourable : 
5 | 5 | ns 


8 John xix. 13 Mark xv. f. 
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to Pilate's views: He ſignified that he was ex- 
tremely diſpoſed to gratify them, and would 
propoſe two perſons to their choice, Barab- 
bas, and Jesvs ; the former a notorious ma- 
lefactor, convicted of ſedition, robbery, and 
murder; and the latter only accuſed of pre- 

tending to be the King of the Jews, bat not 
proven guilty of any crime. By this means 
he hoped to get Jesus ſet at liberty; for he 


thought it was not to be ſuppoſed but that | 


. a. generous and religious people would in- 
- cline to prefer innocence, when put in com 
petition with ſuch heinous guilt. Whom will 
ye that I releaſe unto. you, ſaid he, Barabbas, ar 
Fus. ms 7s Kalles Curler“ 1 ; 


I this affair» was in n agitation, there 
came a meſſage. to Pilate from his wife“, 
carneſtly entreating him not to do any- 
thing whatever againſt the perſon now ac- 
cufed before him by the Jews; for, ſhe 
had that morning had a dream, in which 
her thoughts had been èxceedingly troubled 


with the apprehenſion of calamities likely ra 


befal him and his family, if he ſhould con- 
demn that i innocent and W man. | 


"Tas was not one af thoſe common 1 
which Solomon Is came ONES the multitude ; 
of 


© Matth. Wr 17 1 e Verſe 19. 
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of buf neſs*, or which ariſe from thoughts with 
which the mind was previouſly and deeply 


occupied while awake, If Pilate's wife had 


formerly heard of our SAviouR's character 


and works, it does not appear that ſhe could, 


at the time of her dream, or before it, have 
any knowledge of his being proſecuted by 
the Jews, fince JEsus was not taken into 


cuſtody till late in the preceding might 


I[poſſibly after the had gone to reſt), and was 
carried to Pilate early in the morning, ſhe 


being ſtill in bed: nor had ſhe yet ſeen her 


| huſband. this day, otherwiſe: it is probable 
| ſhe would not have needed to ſend him ſuch 


a meſſage in public, A dream ſo much out 
of the train of her ordinary ideas, ſo aweful 


in its circumſtances, ſo. ſtrong in its impreſ- 
ſion, and ſo juſt and holy in its deſign, is 
moſt reaſonably to be aſcribed to a Divine 


impulſe, like thoſe ſu pernatural intimations 
ſometimes given of old in this way even to 


heathen people, and to perſons not always 
the beſt among them; as to Abimelech king 
of Gerar*, to Joſeph's fellow-priſoners*, to 
Pharaoh“,  Nebuchadnezzar*, and others. 


One of the ordinary methods by which God, 
in the more early ages of the world, uſed to 


communicate 6 his gracions meſſages. to men, 
| | | was 


4 Fed. v. „ FR Xx. 3. f © Chap. xl. 8 cu 1 
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was by dreams, as we read in Job xxxili 14, 


—17. And at all times, when men's dreams 


tend to withhold them or their friends from 


ſin, as in this caſe, or to appriſe them of 
any unexpected danger, may they not be 
juſtly regarded as warnings from Heaven? 


Certainly, however, this dream affords a re- 


markable teſtimony to our SAaviouR's in- 


nocence during his trial: It was delivered 


publicly, and deſerved the ſerious attention 
of all who heard it, but eſpecially of Pilate. 
Nor was it altogether without effect; for it 


may be well ſuppoſed to have condiried with 


other circumſtances in producing the ex- 
treme reluctance which the Governour ſhew- 


ed to paſs ſentence againſt Js SUS, notwith- 


ſtanding the clamorous demands of the Jew- 


th. Rulers and multitude; and in making 
| him: ſolemnly pronounce Jesvs a juſt man, 
of whoſe blood he deſired to be acquitted, 
een den 18 Seen him to crueifixion. 


Af 


* this time 05 pepe had en . 


reſolution with regard to the choice before 


referred to them by Pilate; and had deter- 


mined, quite contrary to bis expectation, to 


aſk the releaſe of Barabbas, and the eruci- 
fixion of JEs us. Which may ſeem very 


e, when we confider that this ſame 


| „ „„ people 
| Matth. FO” 8 3. | | 


4 
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people had but a few days before expreſſ⸗- 
ed their belief in JEsus as their Meſſiah, 


and welcomed him into Jeruſalem with 


loud acclamations and praiſes, — Whence 
this great and ſudden change? The popu- 
lace, it is true, are often fickle and incon- 
ſtant, and apt to run from one extreme to 
another: they are alſo much under the in- 
fluence of thoſe whom they have been ac- 


cuſtomed to reſpect: And the text expreſsly 


bears, that the choice we are now ſpeaking 


of, was made at the inſtigation of the Chief 
Prieſts and Elders. But ſtill we wonder how 


the current of their ſentiments could be ſo 


eaſily turned into a quite contrary direction. 


The caſe ſeems to have been this. Whatever 


honours and praiſes the Jewiſh people had 


beſtowed on Jesvs, they proceeded always 


on the ſuppoſition that he would one day | 


aſſume the character of an earthly Prince, 


and accompliſh a temporal deliverance for 
them. But, now, when theſe hopes entirely 
forſook them, and they ſaw their ſuppoſed 


Deliverer condemned and inſulted like the 
moſt deſpicable and helpleſs of mankind, 
their applauſes were ſuddenly changed into 
ſecret diſguſt and averſion, and they became 
ready to hearken to the bloodieſt counſels 
againſt him which the Chief Prieſts and 
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able and inconſtant in their conduct towards | 
him, but true to their own evil paſſions and 


prejudices. Which of the two will ye that 1 
releaſe unto you? demanded the Govergany. | 


* Haid, We | 


PILATE cate not help i e bis aſto- 


niſhment at their choice, Releaſe Barabbas! 


And what then, ſaid he, would ye have me 


| to do with Jesus, who paſſes with many for 


the CHRIST, end commonly bears that name*'? 


This was a matter truly deſerving their 


moſt cool and ſerious conſideration ; but, 
without heſitating a moment, they all cried, 
Let bim be crucified { Not only pronouncing 
the ſentence of death on him, but a death 


the moſt ignominious and . cruel, utterly 
unknown to their laws, and by the Romans 


inflicted on none but ſlaves. The Goyern- 
our {till remonſtrated: Why, what evil hath 
he done”? Shall I condemn an innocent 


man, of free condition, to be crucified?” 


But this remonſtrance only made them more 
fierce and eee in their e of | 
crucifixion, Ws 


SUCH then was the lang of the "308 
iſh people, headed by their rulers, on this 
a occafion. IN gene: the 8784 


5 K Matth. Xxvii. 21. | "1 Verſe 2: 22. — . 23. 
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One, and the Fuſs, and defired a murderer to be 
granted to them", JtsUs now ſuffered the 
_ diſgrace to fee himſelf put on a level with a 
malefactor of the worſt kind, and rejected 
in compariſon with that malefactor. O in- 
_faruateil and unhappy people ! Where was 
now your reverence for piety and virtue? 
* Where was your juſtice toward innocence? 
* And where was your gratitude, not merely 
for all the pains that JesUs had taken to 
_ © inftruct and reclaim you, but for what 
* would touch you more, the many temporal 
benefits which you or yours had received 
* through his miraculous power? Often were 
* you ſtruck, at former times, with the wiſ- 
dom and authority of his diſcourſes, and 
© the irrefiſtible conviction of his replies: 
* you were often forced to acknowledge the 
hand of God in his mighty works, and 
always to admit the unſpotted innocence 
and holineſs of his life: But, here, every 
* ſentiment of gratitude, juſtice, and reli- 
gion, ſeems to have forſaken you. Our 
Bleſſed Sa vioux made no complaint at this 
humihating outrage z but who can think of 
it without indignation? And yet what better 
do we profeſling Chriſtians do, when we 
ſacrifice the honour and ' intereſt of our 


Divine mne ae with all our hopes 


A 1 34. . 
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of ſalvation by him, to the indulgence of any 
criminal paſſion? What is this but . 
a murderer to the Holy Ou and the . 
Bat let us ee 


bar fin ing from repeated with; that 
all arguments and expoſtulations in behalf 
of Jesus were vain, and ferved rather to in- 
creafe: the madneſs of the people, ſeems to 
have thought it adviſable to yiekd a little to 
the torrent, but did not yet abandon his de- 
ſign of ſaving Jesvs from death, He there- 
fore gave orders, that JESUS ſhould be 
fcourged?, vainly imagining that by this 
puniſhment the rage of the Jews would be 
appeaſed : at the ſame time, this was a pu- 
niſhment which always preceded crucifixion, 
according to the cuſtom of the Romans. At 
the Governour's order, the ſoldiers rudely lay 

hands on the perſon of Jesvs, ſtrip off his 
cloaths, tie him to a ſtake, and execute their 
dreadful office, as we may be aſſured, with 
unrelenting ſeverity ; for, not Sünde. With 
the ſtripes they had given him, they ſuper- 
added, by their own contrivance, many marks 
of wanton» and unneceſſary cruelty, Con- 
ducting him from the ſtake into the com- 
mon-hall, the whole band aſſembled around 
him; nat te eaſe the ſmart of his wounds, 


but of inſult and SIE him as a mock king”. 
Here 


0 John Ain bo. o Matth. xxvii. 27. 


crown of thorns on his head, and a reed in 
his hand for a ſceptre, and, bowing the knee 
before him, ſay, Hail, King of the Jet 
It may be conſidered by the bye, whether 
| theſe men were not as ſkilful in the work of 
raillery and ridicule, as the wittieſt of our 
modern infidels.— Then, to ſhow, if poſſible, 
ſtill greater contempt for the royal authority 
of Jxsus, the ſoldiers ſpit upon him*, ſmite 
him with their hands“, and, taking the reed 
they had given him, ſtrike bim on the head 
with it“. To ſuch lengths of barbarous 
inſolence did they proceed, of their own ac- 
cord, not being reſtrained by the Governour. 
And all theſe indignities, inflicted on him for 
' owning himſelf the Meſſiah, Iss endured 
with ſilence and ſubmiſſion; to teach his fol- 
| lowers not to be deterred, by the crueleſt con- 
tempt they can ſuffer, from bearing "WP 
be an; to the truth. 6 | 


"4 


Prr.aTE himſelf was TRE at the 0 of 


ſo much unmerited affliction, and he thought 
it could not fail to diſarm the reſentment of 


the Jews. With this view he again went 


out of the Hall to them” , ang told them he 


1 4 Joho xix. 45 OY * „ Niatih. xxvii. 0 * Verſe 30. 


: Jokn «i xix. 3 v Matth. xxvii. 30. John xix. 4.16. 
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Here they dreſs him in a purple robe?, put a 


. mY 
5 . 
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was now going to bring forth their priſoner 

to them, that they might ſee what a ſpectacle 
of miſery he had allowed him to be made ; 
not from any conviction of his guilt, for he 
found no fault in him, but merely to gratify 


them. He could not forbear repeating his 
teſtimony to our Saviour's innocence, though 
it neceſſarily implied a confeſſion of his own _ 
meanneſs and injuſtice as a judge, Then, in 
the public view of the whole multitude, came 


Ixsus forth, wearing the crown. of thorns 
and the purple robg, his face being probably 


| ſoiled with his own blood; and Pilate point- 


ing to him, ſaid to the people, Behold the 
man — This was a forcible appeal to their 
compaſſion, in favour of JzsUs; and the Go- 
vernour expected, at this fight, to hear them 


cry out it is enough it is too much Let him 


be di zſniſſed—Saue hir life! or ſomething of 
the like import. In fact, the Chief Prieſts 
ſeem to have been apprebendire of ſome ſuch 


turn in the people's minds; to prevent which, 


laying afide every ſhadow of decorum, to- 


gether with common humanity, they labour- . 
ed to foment the popular fury, and began a 


tumultuous cry, which was ſeconded by their 
ſervants, followed by others, and oppoſed by 
nane, Crucify bim, Cruciſ him” —Pilate, full 


of indignation, bade en take him them- 


| ſelves, 
9 John ar 9. ? ' Verſe e. 


* 
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| ſelves; and crucify him at their own-peril, if 
they. would: For his part he ſhould never 
conſent to ſo great an iniquity ; and he had 
already gone farther, in compliance with their 
humours, than he ought to have done, being 
perſuaded that the man was r and 
| cent. no puniſherient at all. 


Tuts fer daſhed: in Grd 1 the 


boldneſs of the Jewiſh leaders, and made 
them deſiſt frora the method of clamour and 
tumult. They again condeſcended to reaſon 
calmly with the Governour, ſaying, We have 

a law, and by our law he ought to die, becauſe 
he made himſelf the Son of GO. Their plea 


was to this effect, that if Pilate would govern + 
them equitably according to their own laws, 
as he was bound to do, he ought to inflict - 


on Ixs us a capital puniſhment of the ſevereſt 


kind, becauſe their law required the ſame. 


It is remarkable, that, at this tribunal, they 
had hitherto confined their charge only to 
crimes againſt the tranquillity and ſafety of 
the Roman State: But theſe: not availing, 
becauſe the Governour ſaw no proof of them, 
and was convinced of their falſehood ; they 


now, as in the laſt extremity, fly to avbrhet | 


accuſation, founded on their law, meaning 
"oP which condemned blaſphemers and falſe 
Fas Boks 69.) . 


8 2 John Xixe 7, 
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prophets. Yet here they could hope to pre- 
vail only through the ignorance of the judge, 
and his unſkilfulneſs in the meaning of He- 
brew phraſes, of which they were not un- 

willing to take advantage; for Jzsvs's pre- 
tending to be the Son of God, was really no 
more than what he had already confefled to 
Pilate *, without giving him any offence, 
when he avowed himſelf to be the Ring of 
the Jews. Nor could they be ignorant of 
this; but their aim was to impoſe on the 
Governour, with the renner of a new and 
different ef- eee ee on none, 


** Seer 8 very ee m declin- 


dd to judge of matters relating purely to their 


law, as the Proconſul of Achaia afterwards. 
did in a like caſe* ; but he had neither the 
prudence nor equity of Gallio, and it is evi- 
dent his mind was now diſcompoſed. Hear- 
ing of a claim made by this priſoner, which 
appeared to him ſingular and extraordinary, 
though at bottom the ſame that he had 
heard before, he was ſeized with dread and 
anxiety *, and conceived himſelf to be in- 
volved in great danger, whatever courſe he 
ſhould. hold. The whole of his paſt conduct 
5 in ne 5 dann Dr TA with reluc- 
4: e 5 tance 
— Bien in. 20. Tt . 1 ¶ͤ ous John i i. 40, | 
Acts xviii. 15. | I⁊ John xix. 8. 
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tance and irreſolution, which many circum- 
ſtances concurred to produce. But now 


he was more afraid than ever, leſt, as ſome 


think, by giving ſentence” againſt Jzsvs,' he 
ſhould condemn a man of heavenly extrac- 
tion, deſcended, according to his notions, 


from one of the Immortal Gods, and thus 


draw down upon himſelf the vengeance of 
Heaven; or rather, as others underſtand it, 
he was. the more afraid of a edition, from 


the known obſtinacy of the Jews in every 


thing that concerned their religion. What- 


eyer elſe he feared, we may be ſure his con- 


| ſcience did not leave him quite calm and 
"eaſy, in the thought of condemning an in- 
nocent man to a' cruel and infamous death. 


IEsus then being brought, back into the 
Judgement-hall, Pilate again went in there, 
to interrogate him upon this new. charge, 


and to know. the truth of it from his own 
mouth; for he had no doubt of his veracity, 
and at any rate he ſaw it was in vain to 
look for proofs from his accuſers. He aſked 
him therefore, Whence art thou? of what fa- 
mily and extraction? But Fe gut gave him no 


anſwer * It was not now a time to explain 


to a ſtranger, the peculiar titles and dignities 


of the Meſſiah promiſed to the Jews, nor 


would it ſerve any valuable end 3 ; eſpecially 


ro 


g * John xix. 9. 
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to a Judge who was determined in the laſt 
reſort to conſult nothing but his own poli- 


tical intereſt, and who but a moment before 


had ſubjected to very cruel puniſhment, a 


man whom he knew and confeſſed to be in- 


nocent. Pilate was already ſatisfied, from a 
former converſation with Jesvs, of the harm- 


leſſneſs of his pretenſions: What ed of 


more words upon that ſubject now? 
 NeverTHELESS, this filence of Jesvs gave 


Pilate no ſmall offence, inſomuch ar he 


thought fit to remind him of his preſent 


condition, and that his life or death depend- | 


ed upon him. Speakeſt thou not unto me? fays 


he. Knoweft thou not that I have power to 


erucify thee, and have power to releaſe thee*, 
It was really a vain boaſt of power, which 


| ſerved only to aggravate his guilt, ſince he 


| Had not the courage or virtue to employ it 
according to. juſtice, Here Jzsvs broke 
_ filence, not to upbraid the Governour with 

his weakneſs, as he might juſtly have done, 
or to plead in his own defence, or to furniſh 
his Judge with an anſwer to the preſent ac- 
cuſation of the Jews ; : but to expreſs his ac- 
quieſcence in the ſupreme diſpoſals of Hea- 


Ven, whatever he might ſuffer from the va- 
rious crimes of men. Thou coulaſt have no 


| power at all againſt ww except it Were given 


thee 
John xix. 10. 


* 
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thee from above : therefore he that delivered 


me unto thee, hath the greater fn*. As if he 
had ſaid, Your power over me is neither 
more nor leſs than what God permits; to 
whoſe will I yield a ready and unreſerved 
ſubmiſſion. | By his ſovereign councils are 
theſe calamities permitted to fall on me, and 
for great and wiſe reaſons, though the actors 


in them are not therefore leſs criminal; but 


I admit that your ſhare of the guilt 1 is much 
ſmaller than that of my accuſers.” 


PiLATE was ſtruck with the meekneſs, 


candour, and majeſty of this reply, and 
wondered moſt of all that it expreſſed no 


- . defire of being delivered even from the death 
of the croſs, while it ſtrongly argued the 
conſcious innocence and dignity of the Suf- 

ferer. But the more unconcerned about his 


fate that Jxsus appeared to be, Pilate be- 
came the more ſolicitous to procure his re- 
leaſe ®; and again conſulted with himſelf 
more anxiouſly than ever, | how this end could 
' poſſibly be accompliſhed, without hurting 
the intereſts of his ambition, or incurring 
the reſentment of the Jews. For it was this 
that occaſioned all his embarraſſment; and 
ſetting this aſide, the path of duty which 


lay before him, had neither obſcurity nor 
en in it. What ſchemes he deviſed 
5. : Tf for 


8 John xix. 1 TE : | > Verſe 12. 
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for bringing about his purpoſe, or what 
new propoſals he made to the Jews, our 
Hiſtory does not mention. But whatever 
theſe were, the Jewiſh Prieſts ſoon diſcon- 
certed his counſels,” and put an end to all 
further attempts in favour of Jzesus, by 
crying out, /* thou let this man go, thou art 
not Cefar's friend: whoſoever maketh himſelf 
a king, ſpeaketh againſt Cæſar. Here they 
return once more to the charge of diſloyalty 
and rebellion formerly urged by them a- 
gainſt JEsUs; and they in effect threaten, 
that if he ſhould be releaſed, they would 
have Pilate himſelf impeached before the 
Roman Emperor, as an abettor of Rebels, 

and an enemy to his Prince,—Pilate knew 
how groundleſs ſuch accuſations were in the 
preſent caſe ; but, knowing at the ſame time 
the jealous and arbitrary temper of his ma- 
ſter Tiberius, and reflecting on the power 
of calumny, he perceived that theſe matters 
might eaſily be ſo repreſented to him as ra 
make the moſt dangerous impreſſions on his 
mind, eſpecially when joined with many other 
acts of tyranny in his own procuratorſhip, 
which a guilty conſcience told him were 
but too well founded. This fear oyercame 
at once all his remaining love of juſtice and 

equity. What was the life of one poor man 

to bim, though 1 innocent, or even 1 5 
good, 
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good, when put in the balance againſt the 
indignation of a whole people, and the re- 
ſentment of his ene ce 


Bur, dinerdnjidd as he was to ſacrifice 
the cauſe of juſtice to his views of worldly 


intereſt, Pilate could not even yet proceed to 


the laſt act of iniquity, without taking ſome 
ſteps to teſtify his extreme reluctance to 


yield to the 1mportunity of the Jews, and 


his firm perſuaſion of JesUs's innocence. 
_ Commanding him to be brought out of the 
judgement-hall, ſtill in the . dreſs of mock- 


royalty before deſcribed, the Governour took 


his ſeat upon the tribunal, which had been 
erected for him on the pavement before the 


palace; and here, in the preſence of an 


immenſe croud of people, (it being the pre- 
paration of the Paſſover, and about the ſixth 
hour 5 or rather perhaps the third hour, 
viz. nine o'clock), he ſaid to the multitude, 


Behold your Ring! This is he who avows 


himſelf to be your King, and who is owned 
f 1 5 * A : : ; as 
i John xix. 13, Verſe 14. Et 7 EP 
According to St Mark, chap. xv. 25. it was but the 


third hour when they crucified Jesus, or nailed him to 


the croſs. Various methods have been taken to reconcile 
this difference; of which ſee Vgſſus de paſſione, &c. p. 206. 
The moſt probable ſeems to be that of thoſe who think the 
original reading in St John here, was © the third hour,” 


which is favoured by ſeveral manuſeripts. See Whitby on | 


Gt Tony XY. 25. 


1 
5 281 
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as ſuch by many of your nation.“ By which 


addreſs he probably meant to intereſt the 
national honour in behalf of Jesus, or to 
expoſe the ſottiſhneſs. of thoſe who owned 
ſuch a perſon for their King, or to draw 
from them a public acknowledgement of 
the ſovereignty of Cæſar, and an abjura- 
tion of the ſeditious principles of the Gali- 
leans. Behold your King Our King! cried 
they: Away with him, away with him! cru- 
cify him !—Shall I crucify your King? ſaid 

Pilate, Think what a reproach it will be to 
your nation The Chief Prieſts anſwered, 
quite contrary to their real inclinations, Me 
| have no King but Ceſar, Their hearts were 
ſet upon a Meſſiah who ſhould be a mighty 
conqueror, and Cæſar's government they 
ſecretly deteſted ; yet they ſcrupled not to 

make this profeſſion in order to ſerve the 
preſent purpoſe, We have no King but Ceſar. 


IN concluſion, Pilate called for water, and N 


waſhed his hands in the preſence of the _ 


multitude (as Judges were commanded to 
do in certain caſes among the Jews“) ſaying, 
Jam innocent of the blood of this juſt perſon ; 
fee ye to it". If he thought, by this cere+ 

mony, and the declaration which accompa- 
nied it, to ſoften their hearts with the terror 
of Divine vengeance, it was not unreaſon- 
able. * he thought to acquit himſelf of 
guilt, 


5 1 John 111. 1. Deut. xxi. 6. ; * Matth, xxvii. 24,26. 
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guilt, for which the ſame ceremony was 
ſometimes uſed among the Heathens, it was 
vain, But in any view, as a public teſti- 
mony to our SAvIOUR's innocence, nothing 
could be more ſignificant. The Jews, how- 
ever, not ſtartled in the leaſt by this aweful 
warning, cried out as with one voice, His 
blood be upon us, and on our children! Alas, 
infatuated men! they little conſidered the 
import of what they ſaid ; but if ever the 
moſt direful imprecation received a full and 
laſting accompliſhment in the eyes of the 
whole world, it was this. 


Tregn Pilate; without any farther ftruggle, 


paſſed ſentence according to their defire, He 


' Teleaſed Barabbas to them, and condemned 
Fes8vs to the death of crucifixion ?. 


Ano many uſeful leſſons which this 
part of the hiſtory teaches, I ſhall only ob- 
ſerve, from the example of Pilate, how dan- 


gerous the love of this world, and its intereſts, . 
is to the, moral principles of men; — with 


what reluctance, and after how many ſtrug- 


gles, even bad men ſometimes are induced 


to commit flagitious actions; how deſirous 
vice is to retain ſome portion of virtue in its 
company, or at leaſt to preſerve the appear- 
ance of it, after it is indeed gone; — and laſtly, 
how e een in leaving the 


plain 
„Matth. W 2 5. | 
Þ Verſe 26. Mark xv. 1 5. Lake XXill, 24. John xix. 16. 
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plain path of rectitude and juſtice, to ſup- | 
port themſelves by the crooked arts of poli- 
tical craft. The devices employed by Pilate 
to ſatisfy the Jews, and at the ſame time to 
fave the life of Jesus CHRIST, were ineffec- 
tual for either of theſe purpoſes; nay through 
them Jzsvs actually ſuffered much more 
than he would probably have done, had the 
Governour condemned him the moment he 
was brought before his tribunal. Nor did 
the great ſacrifice of conſcience which this 
unrighteous Judge made at laſt to his poli- 

tical intereſt and ambition, by giving ſen- 
tence againſt Jesus, contribute in the leaſt. 

to the ſecurity or advancement of his favour- 
ite objects. For, though it is-not related in 
our Goſpels, we know from good authority, 
hat he was, not long after, removed from his 
government in diſgrace, ſent to Rome to an- 
ſwer for his crimes, and baniſhed to Vienna 
in Gaul; where, languiſhing for ſome time in 
great miſery, he at length ended his life with 
his own hands. What more could he have 
ſuffered, or rather would he have ſuffered ſo 
much, even in the worſt times, by preſerving 
1 bod! conſcience, and adhering to his duty? 
Nor was the fate of Herod, our Saviour's 
former Judge, very diſſimilar: For he alſo 
died in exile and confinement at Lyons in 


; the fame country, with Herodias the infa- 


3 mous 8 and N * his crimes. | 
| 1 4 Ser. IX. 
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SECTION IX. 


Jes Us gbing to Mount Calvary. 


1 


1 order to ſuffer the death of the croſs, 


which, for high and important reaſons, 


was decreed for the Saviour: of men, and 


voluntarily ſubmitted to by him, it was ne- 


_ ceſlary that he ſhould lay aſide all appear- 


ance of his Divinity, and take the form of 
a ſervant*, and be reduced to the condition 
of the molt poor and helpleſs of the children 
of men, For if he had not been found in 
that condition by his enemies, they would 
not have dared to ſeize his perſon, or to 
make any attempt upon his life. At leaſt 


the ſlighteſt exertion of his Divine power in 


his own defence, would have baffled all their 
attempts in a moment, or even drawn down 
deſtruction on themſelves. When the armed 
band came to apprehend him in the garden, 
upon his only preſenting himſelf to them, 
they went backward, and fell to the ground. 


But after this we ſee no veſtige of power and 


majeſty about him, except in healing Mal- 
chus's ear. Far from uſing any means of 
defence, he allowed himſelf to be treated as 


a man outwardly deſtitute and forlorn, and 


K „„ unable | 
es ie ii. 9. . | | | 
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unable to make the leaſt reſiſtance to the 
violence of his perſecutors. And indeed 
throughout the whole courſe of his miniſtry, 
all his Divine powers and endowments were 
employed only for the glory of God, from 
whom he received them: With reſpect to 
himſelf, he derived or ſought no more be- 
neſit from them, either for procuring the 
good things, or avoiding the evils of this 
life, than if he had not been poſſeſſed of 
them at all. Hence we have ſeen him ar- 
reſted and bound like a malefactor by the 
hands of ruffian ſoldiers, led about from one 
unjuſt tribunal to another, and every-where 
inſulted and abuſed with impunity by the 
meaneſt ſervants, mocked, buffeted, ſpit up- 
on, and ſcourged ; nor any mark of greatneſs 
left him, but that Divine patience, ſerenity, 
and fortitude, with which he ſuſtained every 
affliction. Thus, from obedience to God, 
and love to men, he voluntarily renounced 
all the external prerogatives and privileges 
of his rank: he was crucified through weak- 
netze, and put to death in the fleſh*, The 
fame voluntary inability to defend himſelf 
from injury, appears in what follows; and 
there was the ſame neceſſity for it, that he 
might become obedient unto death, and fuf- 
fer grievous and humiliating calamities, be- 
| ns 3 | ” 


2 Cor. xiii. 4. 1 Peter iii. 18. 5 
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bac he ſhould enter into the . of his 
en e 


Srwrznen being: paſſed a Jesvs by 
Pilate, the ſoldiers, who had exhauſted their 
ingenuity in deriding his pretended majeſty, 
now began to prepare him for the croſs; and 
taking off the crown of thorns, and the purple 
robe with which they had dreſſed him, they 
put his own raiment on him again“. Then 
being brought out of the Judgement-hall, 
the croſs is preſented to him, that, according 
to the cuſtom of perſons in his unhappy 
fituation, he might carry it to the place of 
execution, As this inſtrument: of torture, 
taking it altogether, was probably too heavy 
to be born by any one man, though of the 
greateſt ſtrength, it is therefore ſuppoſed, 
that perſons condemned to ſuch a death, were 
required to carry only the tranſverſe beam of 

the wooden frame. Be this as it will, Jesus 
meekly received the ignominious tree upon 
his ſhoulders, and, ſtaggering under the 
weight of it, proceeded through ſome part 
of the city, in company with two malefac- 

tors deſtined to the ſame puniſhment, ſur- 
rounded with a guard of ſoldiers, and an 
infinite multitude of people. As to other 
Ps and indignities inflicted on him by 
NG. > . 

4 Matth, xvii. 31. e 
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the way, oh text is ſilent : but cuſtom, we 
are told, in ſuch caſes, authoriſed very cruel 
ones; for executioners following. behind, 
uſed' to puſh forward the miſerable croſs- 
bearers, and make them haſten their pace, 


with goads and ſcourges. But ſetting aſide 
theſe additional cruelties, what muſt be the 
feelings of an ingenuous mind amidſt all this 
ignominious pomp ?—Art length, however, 


our Saviour's bodily ſtrength failed him, 


and he began to fink under his burden; which 


ſeries. of his palt ſufferings. 
they were got without the gate of the city, 
if not ſooner, it ſeemed likely, that unleſs 
ſpeedily relieved, he would expire before 
they reached the place of execution. But 
who was there that would willingly ſubmit 
to the diſgrace of bearing his croſs after 
him? Not one could be found at that time, 


either Jew or Gentile. 


is not to be wondered at, collidering the 
By the time 


It was neceſſary to 


compel ſome one to perform this office; 
for which purpoſe, they pitched upon a 
man of Cyrene, called Simon*, whom they 
met coming out of the country, and who 
had poſlibly expreſſed ſome indignation at 
the treatment he faw Jesvs receiving. And 
thus, for the firſt time, was literally per- 
ING, what / Jxsus Ls in a figurative 


e Mark XV. 21. 


Luke xxiii. 26. 


ſenſe, 
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eule, enjoined as an indiſpenſible duty to 


all his followers, that if any man would come 
after him, he muſt take up his croſs and follow 
bim. This Simon, the Evangeliſt Mark 
adds, was the farther of Alexander and 
Rufus, two noted men among the early dif- 
ciples of CarIsT ; and theſe ſons, we may 


be ſure, far from wiſhing. to conceal or 


ſuppreſs this fact, would rather glory in it, 


and eſteem the affront now put vey their 


| e a Fea honour, 


AMONG the nder that followed in 


this execrable proceſſion, there were no doubt 
many, who, convinced of our SAaviouR's 
innocence and worth, could not behold his 
ſufferings without being touched with deep 


and heart- felt ſorrow; It is particularly 


related, that ſome of the female ſex, more 
tender- hearted than others, bewailed him 


with tears, and with loud and bitter la- 


mentations *: To whom JIxsus addreſſed 
theſe memorable words, ſo expreſſive of his 
conſcious innocence ant dignity, as well as 
the heroic generoſity of his ſoul: Daugh- 
ters of Feruſalem, ſaid he, weep not for me, 
but weep' for yourſelves, and for your children: 
For, behold, the days are- coming, in the which 
mw 1 fay, Bleſſed are the barren, and the 

', K- 35 e | wombs 

Matth. xvi. 24. Luke xxiii, 27.—31, 
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wombs that never bare, and the paps which 


vie ove fuck. Then ſhall they begin to Jay 


to the mountains; Fall on us; and to the wag 


Cover us. For if they do theſe things in 
green tree, what” ſhall be done in the dry ?— 


Thus ſpoke Jesvs, while he ſuffered the moſt 
injurious and provoking treatment which 


it was poſſible for an innocent man to re- 
ceive. The ſenſe of his own wrongs va- 


niſhes, in the view of thoſe dreadful mi- 5 
ſeries which he ſaw coming on his ene- 


mies; and compaſhon for them makes him 
in dome ſort forget his preſent ſufferings. 
He bids the daughters of Jeruſalem re- 

ſerve their tears for another occaſion more 


worthy of them, His ſufferings, when truly 


eſtimated, were too honourable and bene- 
ficial to be a proper ſubject of lamentation; 
but ſeriouſly to be deplored was: the fare of 


theſe render mourners. themſelves; and their 


unhappy offspring, who ſhould live to ſee 
days of vengeance, wherein the reproach of 
barrenneſs would be eſteemed a moſt deſire- 
able bleſſing; and when the victims of Divine 
Juſtice, who now. gloried in the ſucceſs of 
their deſigns, being reduced to the extre- 


mity of affliction and deſpair, would vainly 
Pray tobe on a ſudden cruſhed and buried 
under the mountains, if they could not be 
Protected op ent. For as there were alen 


Which 


* 
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which RP juſtify the permitting 6 ca- 


lamities to befal an innocent man (as there 


certainly were), what puniſhments muſt be 


thought due to obſtinate and incorrigible 


depravity ? 


„ 8 of Agis* a king a REI 
that as he was going to execution, he per- 


ceived one of the Officers lamenting his fate 
with tears: Upon which he ſaid, Dry up 


* your tears, my friend; for, as I ſuffer in- 


* nocently, I am in a better condition than 


* thoſe who. condemn me contrary to law 


and juſtice, And fo ſaying, he chearfully 


offered his neck to the executioner. Much 


praiſe is given alſo to a St Hilaire T, who 


having his arm ſhot off in battle by the ſame 


bullet that killed his General, Marſhal Tu- 


renne, and ſeeing his own misfortune bitter- 
h lamented by his ſon, ſaid to him (point- 
ing to Turenne), It is not for me, but for 

* that great man, you ought to mourn. Let 
us not detract from the merit of theſe ſay- 
ings: they are generous and noble; they 
bear ſome reſemblance to that of our ee 
above mentioned. But let not the profeſſed 


admirers of moral excellence, put them, or 


any thing of the like kind in ancient or mo- 


dern hiſtory, upon a level with! it. Never did 


| 55 Te 4 | ſo 
85 + Plutarch i in Agis. Ee. Voltaire in Ls XIV. 
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fo generous and tender a compaſſion, ſhine 
forth in the midſt of ſuch ſufferings and pro- 
vocations, And if any one is diſpoſed to 
draw an unfavourable concluſion from the 
prediction uttered by our Saviour on this 
occaſion, importing that his wrongs ſhould 
| ſoon be amply avenged, in the unparalleled 
miſeries which were coming on the authors 
of them; let ſuch a reaſoner only look to 
the event, and he will be obliged to acknow- 
ledge, that theſe aweful words of Jesvs were 
not the impotent wiſhes or menaces of de- 
ſpair and revenge, but the faithful and gra- 
cious warnings of a divine propher, acquaint- 
ed with the decrees of Heaven, perſuaded of 
the wiſdom and righteouſneſs of its diſpenſ- 5 
ations, and more afflicted at the view of 
thoſe juſt judgements which were about to 
fall on a criminal and devoted nation, than 
at all the unmerited evils which he himſelf 
was now fuffering at cheir e 0 


$3 
73 


A OF they cect at Su dude ap- 
propriated to the execution of malefactors, 
called therefore in Hebrew Golgotha, and 1 
Latin Calvary, or the place of a ſtull . It was 
a ſmall] eminence or hill upon the greater 
mount of Moriah, and lay without the walls 
of the city, as a "I ned - ns and exe- 

| crable. 
. Matth, x=vii. 33. 
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crable, Here, before the executioners pro- 
ceeded to do their othce, an offer was made 


to our SAVIOUR, of vinegar to drink mingled 
zit h gall', or, as another Evangeliſt has it, 


2 wine ming led with myrrh*. The liquor pro- 


bably conſiſted of ſeveral ingredients, where- 
of wine or vinegar made the chief; and the 
effect of it was, it ſhould ſeem, to intoxicate 
and ſtupify the mind, and thus to deaden the 
ſenſe of bodily pain. It was either a drink 
commonly allowed to malefactors condemned 
to the croſs; or more probably, this potion 


was prepared for JIEsus by the pious care of 
ſome friendly-minded perſons, who wiſhed if 


poſſible to abate the pain of thoſe exquiſite 


and lingering tortures which he was juſt 


going to ſuffer. Nor did he diſdain to let 
the drink touch his lips, to ſhew that he was 
not inſenſible of the intended kindneſs, and 


probably too the ſenſation of thirſt was al- 


ready become very painful to him. But 
whatever the ſenſes might crave, when he had 


taſted it, he would not drink; becauſe he judged 


it unworthy of him to borrow any aid from 
ſach artificial ſupports. He would not re- 
ceive a potion which was to leſſen the ſenſe 
of pain only, by impairing or ſuſpending the 
uſe of reaſon, Sinners often fly to intoxi- 


cating 1 8 as a remedy againſt reflece- 


tion, 


i Matth. xxvii- *. | 8 Mark xv. 23. 
| . 
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tion, and the reproaches of conſcience. Ixsus 
refuſed, by ſuch means, to alleviate the pains 
of his croſs, He was determined to endure, 

without any mitigation, all the rigour of the 
death aſſigned him, in the entire poſſeſhon 
of his ſoul, and with all his organs of ſenſa- 
tion in an unvitiated ſtate, This conduct 
certainly diſplays the firmneſs and ſelf- de- 
nial of genuine virtue, in a ſituation to fleſh 
and blood the moſt aweful that can well be 
concei ved. But we are now come to the laſt 
ſcene of our Bleſſed Saviour's bumiliations 


on earth, the ever-memorable fact of his cru- 


cifixion, where he perfected his obedience, 
and preſented himſelf an offering and a ſa- 
crifice of a ſweet- ſmelling ſavour, the moſt 


acceptable that ever had vg or ever will | 


be offered, to the HI 


n ud 3 5 ; a. Ser. os 
* a c 7 & 4 WY 
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-SECTION X. 
The | ap 77 out 


*I treating af this event, we ſhall rf con- 


ſider what was done or ſaid to CHRIST 


by others; and, /econdly, what words were 
ſpoken. by CHRIST himſelf while. he hung 
alive upon the croſs, The former will give 
us ſome idea of the ſeverity of his afflitions: 
from the latter we ſhall ſee with what meek- 
neſs and e he fuſtazacd them. 


J. Thin death of the wil not to — 8 of 
its ignominy, was one of the moſt painful 
deaths ever deviſed by the ingenious cruelty 


of men, There was a wooden frame con- 


fiſting chiefly of two pieces, of which the one 
ſtood upright, with its. lower end fixed in the 


ground, and the other ran acroſs it in a direct 


line at the top; the whole reſembling pretty 


nearly the figure of the letter T, or rather 


perhaps f. To the lower part of the erect poſt, 


the feet of the unhappy ſufferer were faſtened 


by ſtrong nails piercing them through and 
through, and running alſo a ſufficient way into 
the wood; and to the tranſverſe beam, the 


e were in 18 manner nailed on either 
e 2 os | 7 — ſide, 
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fide, the arms being extended to their utmoſt 
length. Thus the whole weight of the body 
hung upon wounds made in thoſe parts of 
it which are capable of giving the ſharpeſt 
ſenſation of pain; until, by ſlow degrees, with 
the mere violence of pain, the vital ſpirits 
were exhauſted, and death approached with 
lingering ſteps, to put an end to the unſup- 
portable torture. It is ſaid, that ſome have 
hung for whole days in this poſture without 
dying, ſome even for two or three days. Such 
was the death inflicted on J=5vs unter! | 
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Tur executioners | trip off ig: cloaths, and 
fix his naked body to the ignominious tree, 
with nails driven through his hands and his 

feet; ſo that he now appeared to be literally 
the perſon deſcribed by the Pſalmiſt, when he 
ſaid, Dogs have compaſſed me about ; the aſſembly 
of the wicked have memes me; they pierced my 
hands and my feet. Thus alſo. was fulfilled 
his own prediction concerning the manner 
of his death, ſaying, As Moſes liſted up the 
" ſerpent in the wilderneſs, even Jo muſt the Son 
of man be lifted up. And again, Ls T be lifted - 
up, I will draw all men unto me. Whether 
the whole frame of the croſs was laid flat 
upon the ground till the body was fixed to 
it, and en raiſed 9 in a e e 

| | 5 form, 


5 Ss #55 2 ' 
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form, or whether, being firſt ſo erected, the 


ſufferer was obliged to aſcend it by ſteps, 
and nailed to it in a ſtanding poſlure, it does 


not ſeem eaſy or important to determine “, 


as there were examples. of both ways; and 
this is a circumſtance concerning which the 


text is ſilent. 


Bur to add to the public infamy inflicted 


on our LoRD in this execution, his croſs was 


erected in the middle, between thoſe of the 
two malefactors* with whom he ſuffered ; 
that place being, it ſhould ſeem, DUR 


aſſigned to him as one eſteemed the vileſt 


among the vile, It ſerved however to fulfil 
another illuſtrious prophecy concerning the 

Meſſiah, which bore that he ſhould be num- 
bered with tranſgrefiors*. Although his in- 


nocence was clear and unſpotted, yet the ma- 
lice of his enemies ranked him with the moſt 


guilty, and diſtinguiſhed him. from them 
- galy by greater ee : | 


| Anorhkn mark of diſgrace, was the ac- 
cuſation, inſcription or title* put on our 
Savlouz's croſs, above his head, to expreſs, 


according to the cuſtom of the Romans in 


ſuch e the crime e for which he ſuffered: 
| But 


rk xv. 27. Ia. th 55 3 # Matth. xxvii. 37. 
5 See eee Kc. lid. II. ch. vi. 930. 
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But by Pilate's expreſs order, no crime was 
intimated in this inſcription; it only ſignified 
in general, that this was IEsUS of Nazareth, 
Kine of the Jews®, And being written in 
large and legible characters, and in the three 
85 languages then moſt known in the world, 
Hebrew, Greek, and Latin, men of all na- 
tions who were preſent, might eaſily read 
and underſtand it. The terms in which it 
was conceived, gave great offence to the Chief 
Prieſts, who conſidered it as a public affront 
to their nation, for having ſo long expected 
and wiſhed for a promiſed King, and after 
he was come, procuring him to be crucified. 
They expreſſed their diſſatisfaction to the 
Governour, and begged him to alter the title, 
ſo that it might bear, not that IEs us was the 
King of the Jews, but that he Had ſaid be 
was, or vainly pretended to be ſo. In this, 
however, Pilate refuſed to gratify them: he 
told them that he had written it ſo, and ſo it 
ſhould ſtand*, Perhaps he could not alter it 
by the Roman form of procedure; but if he 
could, it is likely he was not willing. His 
anſwer is more expreſſive of want of will, 
than want of power. It ſeems not im proba- 
ble that a ſecret diſpleaſure till rankled in his 
mind, for having been forced by their impor- 
runate and ſeditious clamours, to , condemn 5 
1 Ixsus 


: J his. 19, k Verſe 20. i Vaſe 21. kVerſe 22. 
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Jess unjuſtly; and the title, as he bad writ- 
ten it, though it might without doubt be un- 
derſtood to proclaim the infamy of the Jews, 
and the innocence of JEsus, was yet ex- 
tre mely proper to vindicate Pilate himſelf 


from the accuſation formerly threatened by . 


them againſt him, 1f thou let this man ge, thou 
art not Cz/ar's . 


Wuen the ſoldiers, who alſo did the wor 


of executioners, had finiſhed the nailing of 
our SAVIOUR's body to the croſs, they next 
fell to dividing his garments among them 


as a perquiſite of their office; and there 


being four of them employed in this cruel 
ſervice, it was neceſſary that each ſhould 
have a ſhare of the ſpoil, however incon- 
fiderable, Having therefore made an equal 
diviſion amongſt them of all the reſt of his 
cloaths, they agreed not to divide his coat, 
whereby it would have been rendered uſe- 
leſs, being one entire piece, but to caſt lots 
for it, whoſe it ſhould be. This circum- 
ſtance, trivial as it may ſeem, ſerved to in- 


creaſe the ignominy of our SaviouR's ſuf- 
ferings, and to ſhew in him the literal and 


exact accompliſhment of what was ſpoken 


by the Royal Prophet in theſe remarkable 


words, They parted my garments among them, 
and for my weflure they did caff lots“. 
1 John zi. 23, 24. © Pal, xxii. 16. 
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Bur of all the calamitous circumſtances 
attending our SAVIOUR'S crucifixion, there 
were none more extravagant than thoſe re- 
proaches which were caſt upon him by dif- 
ferent perſons, amidſt the torments of the 
croſs. It might have been expected, that the 


rage of his enemies would, when they be- 
held him in this ſituation, have been at | 


length ſatiated, and would have given place 


to ſome ſentiments of humanity. But what, 
alas! can appeaſe the rage of ignorance and 
bigotry, or the inſolence of power, in minds 


eſtranged from virtue? The Sox of God, in 
his laſt ſufferings, found not that: ſympathy 
or pity, which, in civilized nations, is com- 
monly ſhewn to the greateſt criminals; and 
ſuch was the temper of the Jews, that they 


took a malignant pleaſure to deride and in- 


ſult him 1 in the bitterneſs of death. 


i 


Tas firſt of theſe outrages * ends to have 
proceeded from ſome of the common people 


now preſent, who, as they paſſed to and fro 
before our SaviouR's croſs, wagging their 
heads in token of ſcorn and contempt, reviled 


him in words to this effect: Yes! you could 


well pull down the temple, and build it a- 


gain in three days as you boaſted, when 
you are not able to * yourſelf from that 
* miſerable 


* Math, anni $99.40. 
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* miſerable death ! What is become of all 
your miraculous powers, and lofty pre- 
* tenſions, now? Are they fled from you 


* at the time you molt needed them? You 
claimed to be the:SoN of Gop pecuharly - 


© above all others: Give ſome evidence then 
of your ſpecial intereſt in his favour, by 
coming down from the croſs: Sure he 


would not ſuffer one ſo dearly beloved by 


him, to endure theſe pains. In this man- 


ner was Jxsus derided by a baſe and un- 


grateful people, of whom many had pro- 


bably experienced, at divers times, his be- 


neficent power. They preſumed it was im- 
poſſible, that one reduced to the deplorable 


condition in which they now ſaw him, 


could be the Meſſiah; and ſince he had 
laid claim to that character, they concluded 
him to be an impoſtor, who deſerved no 
compaſſion. Such is the effect of mere ex- 
ternal circumſtances on low and worldly 
minds! A reverſe of fortune is often ſuffici- 
ent of itſelf to make a man be abandoned 
and inſulted by the very perſons who wor- 


ſhipped him in his proſperity. - The Lord: 


Jesvus really poſſeſſed the ſame worth and 
_ dignity of character, the ſame miraculous 


power, and the ſame favour with Gop, now 


when hanging on the croſs, as on thoſe ſplen- 


did occaſions, when he fed five thouſand per- 
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ſons with a few loaves and fiſhes, or when 
riding into Jeruſalem, he was attended by 
multitudes, who made the air ring with their 
hoſannas in praiſe of Zion's King. But his 
outward circumſtances were greatly altered, 
and the ene: of the moe altered with 
them. | 


Bur though the rude populace may have 
the baſeneſs and cruelty to inſult an inno- 
cent ſufferer amidſt excruciating and mortal 
agonies, furely men of ſaperior rank and 
education will think it beneath them to 
. countenance ſuch proceedings: they cannot 
be ſuppoſed capable of an inhumanity, which 
would difgrace. the untutored and unfeeling 
ſavage. So one would naturally think; but 
it was not the caſe. On the ae the 
Chief Prieſts, the Scribes and Elders e, now 
appear fomenting the ſavage inſolence of the 
mob, and ſetting an example of it. Their 
taunting ſpeeches were of this kind: He ſaued 
others ; himſelf he cannot ſae 5 (or, cannot he 
ſaue?). They allowed that he was ſaid to have 
performed miracles of healing on others; but 
inſinuated thar theſe were no better than 
cheats, becauſe if he had been really poſſeſ- 
ſed of a miraculous power, he would certain- 
71 Rave een. it to ee himelf, rom pain 

1440115 49115 ne 


5 0 Matth. xxvii. 41,43. *® Verſe 42. | 
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and death. To have a power of doing mi- 
racles for the welfare of others, and none for 
one's ſelf, was, in their eyes, perfectly abſurd 
and ridiculous, They added, { he be the 
King of Iſrael, let him now come down from the 
croſs, and we' will believe him. Very likely 
indeed! They would believe him, if he came 
down from the croſs; and yet in fact they 
did not believe him, though he roſe from 
the dead, They would believe him, if he. 
_ wrought miracles to free himſelf and his fol- 
\ lowers from affliction, and to gratify them 
with the honours and pleaſures of this world: 
But they remained in unbelief, becauſe the 
miracles of Ixsus were intended only to eſta- 
bliſh a kingdom of truth and righteouſneſs 
in the earth: That is, they would believe 
him, if he were what he ought not to be; 
but they difbelieved him, becauſe he did and 3 
ſuffered what duty required. Laftly, the 
Jewiſh Rulers aſſaulted our crucified Saviour 
with this reproach, the bittereſt of all: He 
trufled in God; let Him deliver him now, if he 
will have bim! for he ſaid, I am the Son of 
Go. Here they intimated their perſuaſion, 


5 that He was forſaken of God, as well as of 


men, and that all his former devorion and 
confidence towards God were vain * They 
now endeavoured to rob him of che only 

IL. „ conſolation 


8 1 xxvii. 33 ee Ia, Iii. 4. 
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en which was left him, the ſeriſe of 
his Father's love. Vet theſe learned Rabbis, 
and proud ſcorners, might have known, that 
it was no ſtrange thing for Gop, infinitely 
wiſe and holy, to leave his prophets and ſaints 
for a time in great affliction, without abat- 
ing his love to them. *. The ſlighteſt inſpec- 
tion of the book of Job EW . Mo | 

them this leſſon. 


Arx ſuch cruel mockings both 6 
the people and their prieſts, the ſenſibility of 
Js us could not be much more hurt by that 
rude contemptuous challenge of the ſoldiers, 
who, looking at the title on his croſs, ſaid to 

him, / thou be the King , the Jews, ſave 
thy/elſ*. This was of the ſame import with 
what he had already heard from others, of 


whom better things might' have been ex- 
pected. It cannot be doubted, however, that 
all 


Luke xxiii. 37. 


There are ſufferings which are no eee us, 
4 175 The effects of God's abſolute ſovereignty, (Jacob and 
©. Eſau) 2d, Thoſe which come for probation or trial, (Job) - 
5 —34, Thoſe which are ſent for the exerciſe and increaſe 
© of virtue, (John xv. 2.) — 4th, Thoſe which good men are 
involved in through the neigbbourhood of ſinners, (Joſiah | 
overborn by Manaſſeh's fin, 2 Kings xxiii. 26. Fr, 
'Vhoſe which prevent fin and miſery, (as, God knowing 
the power of infection, takes the righteous away by death 
from the evil to come, Iſa. lvii. 1.) Thoſe ſufferings in 
this world only are puniſhments, where fin is the natural 
or moral cauſe of 1 W W Apbori , 1003 · 
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all theſe ſcornful ſpeeches, repeated by ſo 


many perſons of different denominations, 
and uncontradicted by any, muſt have been - 
exceedingly grievous to our Bleſſed Saviour. 
They tended to wound his ſoul, as much as 
the croſs did his body. Yet when thus re- 
viled, he reviled not again, nor threatened. 

He was. to demonſtrate his title to God's 
favour, and to the character of his only Son, 
not by ſeizing the honours and pleaſures of 
this world, but by - patiently 'enduring its 
{ſharpeſt afflictions; not by coming down 
from the croſs, but by riſing from the grave, 
and triumphing over death ;- not by turning 
his miraculous powers to his own defence 
and ſafety, but by employing them for the 
good of mankind, and the confirmation of 
the truth. He therefore uttered no com- 
plaint under theſe exaſperating provocations, 
nor made any reply to his revilers; but re- 
mained filent and compeſed, in full 5 that 
his inuocence would be Vin ate in due 
time. We can hardly contemplate the fitua- 
tion and behaviour of JIgsus in theſe trying 
moments, without recollecting the memora- 
ble words of the Wiſdom of Solomon, where 
ungodly men are introduced ſpeaking in this 
manner of the righteous: He profeſſeth to 
l have: the knowledge of God, and he calleth 
4 __ * himſelf 


t Chap. ii. 13, — 20. 
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* himſelf the child of the Lord. He was 
made to reprove our thoughts: He is griev- 
* ous unto us even to behold : for his life is 
* not like other mens; his ways are of another 
* faſhion, We are eſteemed of him as coun- 
terfeits: he abſtaineth from our ways as 
© from filthineſs: he pronounceth the end of 

© the juſt to be bleſſed, and maketh his boaſt. 


© that God is his Father. Let us ſee if his 


words be true, and let us prove what ſhall 
happen in the end of him. For if the juſt 
man be the Son of God, he will help him, 
and deliver him from the hand of his ene- 
mies. Let us examine him with deſpiteful- 
neſs and torture, that we may know his 
meekneſs, and prove his patience. Let us 
condemn him with a ſhameful death; for 
by his on ſaying, he ſhall be reſpected. 
Such things did they imagine, and were 
6 eee &c. e to n FG 


Tun laſt oe penn hos was Ss 


to Ixsus on the croſs, came from one of the 


malefactors who were crucified with him. 
This unhappy man, equally untouched with 
the horrors of his own guilt, and the charms 
of our SAviour's heroic virtue, did not for- 
bear to rail on him, ſaying, i thou be Chriſt, 
a thyſelf and ns, He was, it ſeems, too ob- 

durate | 


— | Lake xxiti. 39.—42. 


— 
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durate to receive any benefit from the ſevereſt 
of God's judgements here below, He ex- 
preſſed the general ſenſe of his nation with 
reſpe& ro a temporal deliverance from the 
Meſſiah; and whether he hoped to intereſt 
them in his favour, or whatever was his mo- 
tive, he joins his ſuffrage, in the agonies of 
death, to that of the inveterate enemies of 
_ Jz8vs, who were living at their caſe ; and 
far from conceiving any thought of repent- 
ance, ſeems reſolved to outdo, in his laſt 
moments, the daring profligacy of his former 
life :—An aweful warning to ſinners who put 
off their repentance, and abuſe. the time of 
| their viſitation ! | 


| Box bis companion in affliction, the other 
malefactor, was of a very different diſpoſi- 
tion. He rebuked the reviler in this manner: 
_ © Are you ſtill, ſaid he, ſo deſtitute of the fear 
of God, as to inſult a fellow-ſufferer on the 

verge of eternity? Your being a ſharer in the 
ſame puniſhment, ſhould reſtrain you from 
ſach an outrage to him, though he were as 
guilty as you or I, But our caſe is widely 
different from his. We ſuffer deſervedly for 
* our crimes: He hath done nothing amiſs . 
Then looking ro Jꝝsus with profound vener- 
ation, he ſaid, Lord, remember me when thou 
4 5 8 


* Luke xxiii. 40, 4. 
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comeſt to thy N king dom 74 Who can forbear to 
admire this example of faith and penitence? 


At a time when JesUs was abandoned by all, 
and reduced in the eyes of men to the moſt 


abject contempt and miſery, his innocence 
and real greatneſs find an advocate in this 
penitent malefactor, who confeſſes him to 


be the Lord of a future world, and, humbly 


acknowledging his awn' guilt and unworthi- 
neſs, begs only that he would be pleaſed to 


think upon him when he ſhould come to his 


kingdom. Some knowledge of IEsUs's cha- 
raQer and works he may have had before; 
but his faith was without doubt mightily 

confirmed by what he had ſeen of his de- 
portment ſince they ſet out together from 
the judgement-hall of Pilate. But however 
he came by them, he ſeems to have con- 
ceived more juſt and exalted ſentiments of 
Jesvs than the Apoſtles themſclves, who; 


though they owned him for the Meſſiab, 


had hitherto all meg dreamed 05 a x worldly 
eben. 105 him. 


* 


{by only remains on 4280 esd to e no- 
tice of a paſſage or two relating to ſome of 


the ſpectators of our Saviour's crucifixion, 
juſt before he expired. Upon his uttering 
cheſe 1 Eli. Eli. E FO e 1 


fore | 


Luke xxiii. 42. * Matth. xxvii. 46. 
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ſome perſons preſent, who ſeem to n been 
Jews from foreigu parts, come up to Jeru- 
ſalem upon occaſion of the Paſſover, not 
underſtanding the language of the country, 
and being deceived by the ſimilar ſound of 
the words, imagined that he called for Elias; 
a miſtake the more eaſily gone into, as it 
was a common opinion among the: Jews, 
that the celebrated ancient prophet of that 
name was to return to the earth before the 
coming of the Meſſiah. This man, ſaid they, 
calleth for Elias. And a little after, when 
Ixsus ſaid, I thirſt *!: one of the ſtanders- by 
made haſte and took a ſpunge, and filled it 
with vinegar, or wine of \the--pooreſt- ſort, : 
which was in a veſſel by the croſs, and put- 
| ing it upon a rod or ſtalk of byſſop, reached 
it up to his mouth. This action, one would 
naturally think, proceeded from a motive of 
compaſſion, But if it be the ſame that is 
mentioned by St Luke *, as it ſeems to be, 

though related there a little our of its place, 
it was done b way of inſult. No doubt 
the drink, bad as it was, might be thought 
capable to revive the fainting ſpirits of the 
Sufferer, and to prolong the period of a 

miſerable exiſtence. But, how ſore was the 
diſtreſs which required ſuch refreſhment, and 


COUNT obtain no better! In the mean time, 
go both 
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both the perſon who preſented the vinegar 


to our Lord; and others with him, ſeem to 
have had ſome expectation of a very extra- 


ordinary event near at hand; for they ſaid, 
Mell, now, let us 80 whether Elia: will come 
„ eee . | 


And: alan FI 1 thus ahanes Goa or cans to 


unis by others, before he expired on the 


croſs. They are recorded by the Evangeliſts, 


to ſhew us what a combat our Log D had to 


ſuſtain in that ſad hour; what outrages he 


received during the laſt moments of his life, 
through the malice or ignorance of men; 
and what exquiſite pains he willingly en- 


dured, to benefit us. We now proceed to 


conſider the words ſpoken by Jxsus CHRIST 


ne on this moſt cet ante. 


II. Tux _ was the 1 theatre of our 
Savioun's virtues, There they were put to 


the ſeyereſt proof, and there they ſhone forth 
with diflinguiſhed luſtre. The firſt, words 
he uttered in this , extremity of bodily, pain, 


were words of mercy and compaſſion to his 
crucifiers: Father! forgive them, for they know 
not what they do *, This interceſſory prayer, 


offered up either at the very time the exe- 


cutioners were 8 his body to the tree, 


Dor - 


* Match! l. 20. * Luke xxill. 34. lens, 
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or immediately after, diſcovers the piety 


and benignity of his heart, in circumſtances 


the moſt apt to provoke impatience and re- 
ſentment. Here is no appearance of diſtruſt 
in Gop, or of a mind unhinged by the. 
weight of affliction. Irsus expreſſes indeed 
a juſt ſenſe of the guilt of his enemies, and 
of his own innocence, together with a full 
perſuaſion that Gop was on his fide; that he 
would not refuſe to hear his prayers, and that 
he highly? reſented the vile and cruel treatment 
now given to his only begotren Son: but at 
the ſame time (as became the only Sox of 
Gop) he intercedes with him in behalf of his 
mercileſs enemies, and pleads the only thing 
that could be thought of to alleviate their 
guilt and puniſhment; They Snow not what 
_ they do! They are ignorant of the heinous 
ſinfulneſs of their conduct towards me, and 
know not that it is indeed the Meſſiah 
whom they crucify. » Thus he prayed- for 
them. Nor is the mercy craved in this 
prayer, ſhortened with any limitations. It 
extends equally to all who ſhared in the 
guilt of his crucifixion ; to the Chief Prieſts, 
Elders and Scribes, who conſpired againſt. 
him; to the falſe witneſſes, who calumniated 
him; to the ſoldiers, who apprehended, and 
uſed him ſo deſpitefully; to Pilate, who con- 
demned him ; to the P_ who inſulted 

| 0 3 kim; 
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him; a the exechtioners, who nailed. An 
to the croſs. None of them are excluded 
from the wide embrace of his generous and 
forgiving love; and there is none of them 
for whom he does not perform the office of 
an advocate and interceſſor. Father, For- 
giue them % Pardon their ignorance. Caſt 
them not off entirely. Shut them not out for 


ever from the benefit of repentance.“ Here 


the Lorp Jzsus-perfeRly fulfilled the ſublime 
precept formerly enjoiued by him, to love our 
enemies, to bleſs them that curſe us, and to pray 
For them that deſpitefully uſe us and perjecute 
1 And thus he executed on the croſs, the 


- prieſtly function of making interceſſion for tranſ- 


greſſors*. For we may juſtly conſider him 
in this inſtance, pleading the cauſe of all 
ſinners in every age of the world, whether 
they be ſuch as reject the faith of the goſpel, 
or ſuch as, profeſſing to believe, do not yield 


obedience to it: Father, forgive them! ſor 


they knotu not what they do. And here all 
ſinners are encouraged to repent, with an 
aſſurance, that every alleviating circumſtance 


will be conſidered, to leſſen or extenuate the 


e a, their guilt, | 

5 
9 2 — next 1 . our 1 on as | 
croſs we have thoſe ſweet conſoling words 
Wy, | ſpoken | 


* 
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ſpoken by him to the penitent malefactor, 
who, on the croſs beſide him, prayed to have 


ſome place in his remembrance when he 


ſhould come to his kingdom. Our SA vi- 
oUR's,.anſwer ta him was full of goodneſs 
and majeſty. Verily I fay unto thee, To-day _ 
ſhalt thou be with me in paradiſe”, From 
whence it appears, that the mind of Jesvs_ 
was not broken or dejected with forrow, but 
preſerved that ſerenity which is the fruit of 
conſcious innocence, and the ſure proſpe& 
of a glorious reward not far diſtant. He 
made no reply to his infolent deriders and 
revilers; but he could not deny the petition. 
of a baer, truly humble and contrite in 
heart. He readily declares his acceptance 
of the "ke profeſſion now made to- him 
and aſſures this ſincere, tho' late penitent, 
of a place with him that very day in para- 
diſe. To teach us by the way, that no ſinner 
ought, at any time, to abandon the thought 
of repentance, from deſpair, unleſs he encour- 
age himſelf in fin, by the hope that a death- 
bed repentance will ſuffice.— The Phariſees, 
who had beheld with concern the riſing 
fame and authority of the Lord Jtsvs, 
flattered themſelves that from henceforth he 
would gain no more converts. How much 
were 1 888 miſtuken? He WO a diſciple in 
WE 
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their preſence, and amidſt the tortures of the 
croſs. His extreme ſufferings cannot make 
him omit to forward the ſalutary purpoſe of 
his miſſion; and as he had always, with full 
authority, granted to ſinners the benefit of 
pardon, when they ſhewed ſigns of true re- 
pentance, ſo he continues to do the ſame 
with uy lateſt breath. | 


| Dow our admiration of the vie as for- 
titude of Jesus, under the ſharpeſt pangs of 
bodily affliction, muſt be greatly increaſed 
when we conſider the following paſſage. 
which repreſents him on the croſs diſpoſing 
of the only temporal concern which re- 
mained to him. Among many other ſpec- 
tators of our SAvIOUR's crucifixion, there 
was his mother, and her ſiſter Mary the 
wife of Cleophas, and Mary Magdalene, 
and john the beloved diſciple. Theſe af- 
fectionate followers of the LoRD Jesv g 
loved to be preſent with him even in his 
moſt affliting abaſement; and while the 
reſt of the diſciples fled and hid themſelves 
for fear, or at leaſt kept at a prudent di- 
ſtance, this faithful company departed not 
from the foot of the croſs. They were all 
of them, we may believe, penetrated with 
N farvowe ; but the mother of Jrsus 
5 doo 


— 


1 John xix. 25,.—27. 
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ſtood diſtinguiſhed by the ſuperior weight 


of her affliction, having now experienced 


the fulfilment of old Simeon's prophecy, 


that a fword ſhauld pierce through her ſoul*. 
When JzsUs, therefore, ſaw his mother, 
and the diſciple ſtanding by her whom he 
loved, he preſented his friend to her with 


theſe words, Woman, behold thy Sen! As 
much as to ſay, * That is he who will hence- 
* forth ſupply my place, and perform the | 


duty of a fon to you.“ Then addreſſing 
himſelf to the beloved diſciple, and carry- 
ing his looks to her, he ſaid, Behold thy 


mother"! I commend my dear parent, now 
* left deſolate, to your friendly care: Regard 


and treat her as your own mother.“ 


Tas ee of rs! is eaſily. ada 
by thoſe who feel that affection. A ſingle 


word, or look, 1s often ſufficient to explain 


the intentions of a friend, and to fecure 


the prompt and chearful execution of what 


would be otherwiſe burdenſome. From that 
hour, adds the/. Evangeliſt, without waiting 
till after our LoxD's reſurrection, and in the 
very depth of his humiliation, hat 4: iſciple 


tool ber unto his own bowe,, This paſſage diſ- 
covers an attention and compoſure} of mind 


in our e ES, 18 truly wonderful, 


coulidering. 


A Loke 35. 1 i Johi' xi 26. - '® Verſe 27. 
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175 AA Practical Eſſay on the 


- conſidering. his'- preſent circumſtances : Tt 


affords a ſtriking proof of his filial tender- 
neſs, joined with ſocial love; and ſhews how 
high a ſenſe he had, both of the common duties 


of natural affection, and of the more rare 


and delicate obligations of private friendſhip. 


Exquiſite and increaſing pains of body, ſo 


apt in ordinary caſes to occupy and over- 
power the mind, are not able to prevent his 

conſulting even the temporal welfare of thoſe 
who were deareſt to him, or his leaving 
them, before he departs, one laſt and bane! 
pledge of his love ro them. Moman, behold 


TM Son, n 26-4 morhers! 5 


I . 3 


* This madas ne may be illuſtrated by the fol- 
lowing ſtory out of Lucian: Eudamidas the Corinthian, 
though in low circumſtances himſelf, was happy in the 


friendſhip, of two very worthy perſons, Charixenus and 


Aretheus. Eudamidas finding himſelf drawing near his 
end, made his will in the following manner: I leave my 
c mother to Aretheus, to be protected by him in her old 


age. I be queath to Charixenus the care of my daughter, 


: deſiring that he would ſee her, diſpoſed of in marriage, 


and portion her at the ſame time with as ample a fortune 


as his circumſtances ſhall admit. And in caſe of the 
© death of either of theſe my <©wo- friends, 1 ſubſtitute the 
© ſurvivor in his place 

Theſe friends accepted of their refpedlive e wich 
great ſatis faction; and one of them, Charixenus, dying Fl 
few years after his friend the teſtator, the ſurvivor, Are- 


theus, not only took care of his mother, but made an equal 


diſtribution of his eſtate between his daughter and an only 
daughter he had of his own, ſolemnizing both their mar- 
riages in one day. See Letters of Sir Thomas Hitngſburne. 


* 


| Death of Jeſus Crit. 177 


„ however, our LORD was over- 
come at laſt by his ſufferings, when he cried 
out, My God! my God ! why haſt thou forſaken 
_ me"?—S0 indeed theſe words have been un- 
derſtood, and thence urged by ſome againſt 
our SAVIOUR's character; concluding them 
to be. words of extreme impatience, and even 
of abſolute dejection and deſpair. But others, 
with much more reaſon, as I apprehend, con- 
fider this exclamation of the Holy Jzsvs, only 
as a fervent addreſs made to Gop, for an end 
of his excruciating pains, in the ſame words 


which had been formerly uſed by his royal 


anceſtor David. The words might have been 
rendered, * How far, or for how long a time 
haſt thou forſaken me?” And they expreſs 
in effect the ſame ſenſe with the words im- 


mediately following in that place, Why art 


thou fo far from helping me*? When David 
uſed them, he was in affliction indeed, but 
not in deſpair, as one who conſidered hin 
{elf to be now entirely caſt off by Gop, ab- 
ſolutely and for ever excluded from his 
. favour, Neither can they have any ſuch 


meaning in the mouth of our Bleſſed Sa- 
vIOUR. They are rather to be taken as 


an earneſt and affectionate application to 
his Gracious Gop, in whom he perfectly 


confided, (xing to him, My God! My God!) 


M hho 8 | 
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Wo - 4 Prafiical Eſay on the ' 


that he would be pleaſed to look upon his 
afflictions as he had done to his fincere ſer- 
vants in former ages, and bring them to a 
ſpeedy concluſion, In the Hebrew ſtyle, 
God is ſaid to Zor/ake men, when he ſuffers 
them to, fall into great calamities, and does 
not interpoſe ſuddenly for their deliverance, 
though in the mean while he love them 
tenderly; and though they alſo have, or 
ought to have, a firm perſuaſion of his 
love towards them®., Except the extreme 
bodily pain which our Lord was now en- 

during, there is nothing to countenance the 
ſuppoſition of his having any diſtruſt of 
his Father's love: And this ſuppoſition is 
contradicted by all the reſt of his behaviour 
in the ſame circumſtances, both before and 
after he uttered the words in queſtion. They 
expreſs, it is true, an exquiſite feeling of 
: pain, altogether unmerited on his part; but 
import at the fame time an earneſt deſire of 
ſaccour and relief from Gop, whom he 
affectionately loved, and into whoſe boſom 

he poured his griefs, in full confidence of - 
being heard. He had now hung upon the 
croſs ſix long hours, and human malice 
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„. According to our reckoning, "I nine o'clock 
in the CY till 1 . Mark xv. * 


Death of feſus Chrift. 179 


ſuffering character of the Mess1an, de- 
| ſcribed by the Prophets, had nearly received 
its full accompliſhment in him: He there- 


fore, in the words of David, intimates his 
ardent wiſh that a period might be put to 


theſe mortal tortures; and God granted him 
the deſire of his heart, as we ſhall ſee pre- i 


b 


A LITTLE after uttering the above excla- 


mation, Jesvus, being parched with a violent 


drought, the ordinary effect of ſuch | bodily 
torments as he endured, ſaid, 7 thin And 
he ſaid ſo, not merely to procure ſome 
abatement of extreme pain, but chiefly with 

a farther view to the fulfilment of Scripture: 
which ſhews that his mind was ſtill un- 
broken and recollected, and that no cir- 
cumſtances of outward diſtreſs could make 
him loſe ſight of his high character and 
miſſion as the Meſhah, For theſe words 
occaſioned one memorable inſtance of af- 
fliction recorded by the Pſalmiſt, to be ful- 
filled in him, namely, that in his thirſt 


they ſhould give him vinegar to drink“. 


And this was the only thing that remained 
to complete the ſufferings. of the Meſſiah : 
For, no ſooner had he eee the vinegar 


which was held up to bim, 0 drunk ſome _ 
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180 A Practical Eſſay on . 


1T is finiſhed*\—which ſurely was not the 
language of dejection, but of holy triumph 


and exultation. The Son of God was ſatisfied 


that he had fully obeyed his Father's will, and 
that his obedience. was entirely acceptable. 
His mind was now at eaſe, his labours end- 
ed, his deliverance and reward at hand. All 
things foretold by the ancient prophets con- 
cerning the humiliations and ſufferings of the 
Meſſiah, had now received their accompliſh- 
ment in him; and therefore, like an illuſtri- 
ous combatant, who hath gained the victory, 
and is juſt ready to be crowned, he ſaid; It 
it finiſhed /—And to ſhew how well | afſured 
he was or TO. favour; 


#; 


Hz OR added theſe ci; F lbs! into 


7 thy hands 1 commend my ſpirit and then im- 


mediately bowed his head, and expired; in 


full confidence that he now refigned his life 
into the hands of an all- powerful friend, who 


would reſtore it to him again with unſpeak- 


able honour and felicity. But theſe laſt 
words, as well as ſome which he had ſpoken - 


a little before, being uttered by him with a 
loud and diſtin voice, give ground to think 
that ſome degree of ſtrengrh yet remained to 
him, and that the event of his death was not 


: naturally t to be expected ſo ſoon, Indeed it 


34 2 225 5 24 ſeems : 


N 


Death of Feſus Chriſt. "nfo 


ſeems to have been haſtened through the 
ſpecial favour of Gop to the So of his love. 


JzsUs had defired a ſpeedy diſmiſſion from 


his ſafferings when all things were fulfilled, 
and Gop granted his defire, Having given 
full proof of his patience and obedience, GoD 


was pleaſed to ſhorten the duration of his 


pains, and to releaſe him from the torments 
of the-croſs, ſooner than the ſtrength oe na- 
ture vw reaſon to expect. 


| „ "Favs. died Insus CuRISTͤHM and from theſe 


concluding ſcenes of his life, when his vir- 
tue and piety were put to the ſevereſt teſt, 
and ſuffered the greateſt miſery which this 


world could inflict, who is there but muſt 
acknowledge the perfection of his character? 
The foregoing hiſtory, indeed, exhibits only 


a part of the behaviour of Ixsus here below; 
but a very important part, and that which 
ſupplies us with the ſtrongeſt proofs of his 
integrity and incomparable merit. It is e- 


tirely agreeable to his former life; only it 
riſes with diſtreſſes, and ſhines moſt brightly 
in the furnace of affliction. Had an ordi- 
nary man, though of eſteemed probity and 


religion, been expoſed to ſo long a combat 
with the powers of darkneſs, and to ſuch va- 


ried aſſaults of malice and cruelty, we ſhould 


not have been e to hear Run utter 
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182 4 Practical Zſay on the 


ſome complaints and murmurings ; ſome ap- 


peals to Heaven in favour of oppreſſed inno- 


cence, or even demands of vengeance for cry- 
ing iniquity ; at leaſt ſome expreſſions of re- 
ſentment againſt his oppreſſors, and claims of 

ſympathy from fellow-mortals, If extreme 

calamities infficted on an innocent man, 
ſhould at times extort from him words of 
anger, impatience, or violent grief, the ſeve- 


rity of the trial would ſtrongly plead" his ex- 


cuſe with every humane and candid mind. 
But no apology is wanted for the crucified 
Jesvs. Nothing that argues moral weak- 
neſs or imperfection "eſcapes from him, a- 
midſt the fierceſt temptations. His good- 
neſs appears to be of that' kind which is not 
to be overcome of evil; his meekneſs, fere- 
nity, fortitude, benevolence, refignation to 
God, and truſt in him, remain unfhaken, 


or rather derive new luſtre from every thing 


that ſeemed moſt capable to 8 99 80 oe 
TE them“. e Hf . _ 


tra ee e of: 3 is not 1 FO 
rely, « and in ehen In any of his four hiſto= 
| | . 1415 rians: 

* 5 would hs PIs 1 cath of Cicero 
more than any example which he had acceſs to know, or 


even was able to imagine. He ſays, Ea que videntur 
6. acerba, ita ferre, ut nihil a ſtatu naturz diſcedas, nihil a 


1 dignitate Capientis, robuſti animi elt magnæ que conſtan- 
t nin Cie. Mt i. 28. EE, 


Death of Jaſus Chriſt, all 


rians: they only relate, with artleſs ſimplici- 
ty, what he ſaid and did, in the different 
circumſtances of his miniſtry, till he expired 
on the croſs. They tell theſe things as facts 
which they knew to be true, and leave their 
readers from thence to collect his character 
for themſelves. They intimate alſo, that 
many other things of the like kind were ſaid 
and done by him, which, for brevity's ſake, 
they omit: tho? attached to him by the ſtrict- 
eſt ties of friendſhip and affection, they make 
no encomiums on him, or reflections on his 
enemies. By the confeſſion of all, the cha- 
rater which he ſuſtained, is, in reſpect of its 
pretenſions, the moſt ſingular and elevated 
that ever was known among men: it is ſuch 
as eye had not ſeen, nor ear heard, nor had it 
entered into the heart of man to conceive; 
and yet, throughout a long ſeries of ſpeeches 
and actions, it ſtands ſupported in the evan- 
gelical records with perfect propriety. Up- 
on the moſt attentive and impartial exami- 
nation, it will be found, that no word or 
deed is aſcribed there to JESUS, which is in- 
conſiſtent with the unexampled character he 
bore, or rather which does not tend to con- 
firm it. How could this happen? Was it 
the fruit of ingenious fiction, or was it fact? 


Io ſuppoſe that two or three illiterate men 


invented this character, and deſcribed it in 
0 4 the 
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abs 4 Pradiical Efoy en dhe 


the manner they have done, is abſolutely 
incredible; it would have exceeded the ut- 
moſt powers of human imagination, aſſiſted 


| by all the learning in the world. This fact 


can be accopned for no other way than 
by admitting the truth of another fact, 
which we have every reaſon to believe, 
namely, That the Evangeliſts related nothing 
but what they ſaw and heard, or what they 


were perſuaded of by convincing evidence; 


and to do this, required no great learning 
or natural e but ny rey 25 


” . 


10 Ds, did fuch an amiable and accom- 
pliſhed character really exiſt in the world as 
our Goſpels have deſcribed ? then ſurely it 
challenges deep attention and veneration 
from all men who have any occaſion to be 
acquainted with it. In the moral world, 
nothing ever equalled it, before or ſince its 
appearance; and it attracts our regard by its 
rareneſs, as well as by its beauty and gran- 
deur, to ſay nothing of the intereſt we have 
in attending to it f. Whence comes it, then, 

that 


® gee c ade with great Force by Dr Mac- 


knight, in his Truth of the Goipel Hiſtory, B. II. ch. iii. 5 3. 


+ I here give the ſubſtance of ſome obſervations of the 
late Principal Leechman, whoſe memory will ever be dear 
and venerable to me and NOW others who attended his 

: Lectures | 


Death of Jeſus Chriſt. 185 
that even among the profeſſed followers of 
ECEnxisr, there is ſo much inſenſibility to this 

incomparable moral beauty; and that hardly 
any thing relating to him intereſts them leſs 
than the unexampled excellence of his temper 
and behaviour? Alas! the bulk of mankind 
are too much devoted to the cares and in- 
tereſts of this life, and the pleaſures of ſenſe, 
to have any nice reliſh or diſcernment as to 
things in their nature purely ſpiritual and 
moral. And of thoſe who profeſs religion, 
how often has the whole attention and zeal 
been turned to matters of controverſy, to 
dark and myſterious ſpeculations, and to the 
ſupporting of certain favourite tenets and 
ſyſtems of doctrine quite remote from the 
practice of life, under the notion of an or- 

thodox faith; while they have in a great 
meaſure overlooked morality, and perhaps 
deſpiſed it? — In general, there are other qua- 
lities which often engage more of our eſteem, 
though far leſs deſerving it. We admire wit 
and mine and . knowledge. We 
| applaud 


Lectures when be was profeſſor of Divinity. His ac- 
knowledged excellence in that department, lay not ſo much 
in inculcating his own particular ſentiments, however juſt, 
upon every controverted point; as in ſtating different opi- 
nions with fairneſs and perſpicuity, encouraging literature 
and free inquiry, exciting his pupils to the love of chri- 
ſtian truth and piety, and directing them how to form right | 
ſentiments for themſelves. 
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| applaud the inventors of arts and ſciences, or 


the ſucceſsful improvers of them; the Foun- 


ders of States, wiſe Legiſlators, and ſuch as 


have diſtinguiſhed themſelves by their poli- 
tical ſagacity ; or perhaps we are ſtruck with 
military glory, and extol the conquerors of 


the earth: many are captivated with ſtill 
vainer things, outward magnificence and or- 


nament, honours, titles, equipage, and what- 


ever belongs. to the paſſing ſcenery of this 


world. But the glories of a perfect moral 
character, an uniform courſe of conſummate 
and unblemiſhed virtue, a complete ſyſtem 


of the ſublimeſt precepts, firſt taught, and 


then exemplified by their Author, under every 


circumſtance of diſcouragement, diſgrace and 


pain, which the world could inflict: theſe 
objects, though much more ſingular and ex- 


traordinary than any of the former, as well 
as more grand and valuable; why, theſe 


eſcape our notice, or are bebeig with mortal 
coldneſs and indifference. All men are en- 
dowed by nature with a ſenſe of right and 


wrong; but in many, this moral faculty is 


little cultivated: Few take delight to mark, 


admire, and imitate the ſeveral Seilehele 


of a finiſhed character; and ſome have ſcarce 


any perception of the worth of goodneſs by 
itſelf, ſeparate from foreign recommenda- 
tions, and ſtripr of all the glare of outward 


advantages, 
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advantages. But certainly every competent 
and unprejudiced judge in theſe matters will 
acknowledge what was ſaid of a great States- 


man, to be more ſtrictly true of IESuS 


CHRIST, than of the moſt accompliſhed 
among men, viz. That he concluded his 
life rather like a riſing than a ſetting ſun, 


5 and appeared at the end of his courſe with 


x une e 9 _ glory. 
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szerrov XI. 


0 Divine luce, given 70 hase at bis 


uc eee 


Hehe traced the 3 of © our 
SAVIOUR's paſſion till he expired on 


the croſs, which completed the example of 


his patience and obedience; the hiſtorical 
part of this Eſſay may ſeem to be fully exe- 
cuted. But, that the ſingular efficacy of his 


_ death may be better underſtood, and the 


blefſed fruits of it gathered 9 0 more ad- 


vantage, it ſeems neceſſary to ſubjoin a brief 


and ſummary account of what followed, 
even to his aſcenſion into Heaven; a period 
of the Goſpel Hiſtory which is crouded with 

facts chiefly tending to the confirmation of 


our faith and hope in him. 


% 


"An what firſt demands our attention here 
is, the prodigies which accompanied or fol- 
lowed the crucifixion of CyR1sT, and which 
ought to be conſidered as ſo many divine 
teſtimonies in favour of him, and againſt his 
perſecutors, at the time of his loweſt abaſe- 
ment. Of this kind the firſt is, that mira- 


culous darkneſs which overſpread the whole 


land 
a Match. xxvii. 45.—54. 


8 - 
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land of Judea during the three laſt hours of 

our SAvIOUR's. life, from the ſixth to the 
ninth, according to the Jewiſh way of reckon- 
ing; or as we would ſay, from mid-day till 
three in the afternoon. This darkneſs, re- 
ſembling perhaps a total, or nearly total 
eclipſe of the ſun, could not however ariſe 
from that natural cauſe, ſeeing our Lox D 
ſuffered at the time of the Jewiſh Paſſover, 
when the moon was always about full. It 


was therefore evidently preternatural, and 


could not but appear very ſurpriſing and 
tremendous to all who ſaw it. Heaven ſeem- 
ed viſibly to frown upon the Jewiſh nation 
for their great wickedneſs in. crucifying the 
Meſſiah. The face of nature put on, in that 
guilty land, a gloomy and menacing aſpect; 
or, in the language of the prophet, God cauſed 
the Jun to go down at noon, and darkened the 
earth in the clear day; that all might ſee he 
was offended at thoſe who crucified his dear 
Sox, though he permitted them + to execute 
mans criminal ORE 


Noam" Reiki: 9 PERLA at- 
tended our SaviouR's. crucifixion, was the 
rending of the inner vail of the Temple“, 
between the Sanctuary and the Holy of 

Holies, within which none were permitted 
i VVV to 
e en e 
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to enter at any time, except the High Prieſt 
alone, and he only on one certain day of the 

year. This vail: or curtain, very ſtrong in its 

contexture, was, about the time that our Sa- 
_ viourexpired on the croſs, inſtantaneouſly, 
and without any viſible cauſe, rent in two, 
from the top to the bottom: to ſignify that 
Go, on account of the great degeneracy of 
his people, diſdained to dwell any more among 
them; that he abhorred the moſt ſacred re- 
ceſs af his temple, when frequented by ſuch 
worſhippers; and that he was now determin- 
ed to aboliſh the Fun PENG 


A e token of the . diſpleaſure 
at this time, againſt the Jews, was an earth- 
quake; which probably ſhook in ſome mea- 
ſure the whole city of Jeruſalem, but was 
moſt ſenſibly felt at Mount Calvary, where 
rocks were rent, and ſepulchres opened by it. 
Earthquakes never fail to alarm thoſe whoſe 
lot it is to be vifited with them; and though 
they are natural events, this does not hinder 
them to have a meaning and deſign in the 
moral government of Gop. They were con- 
ſidered by the Jews as tokens of the Divine 
diſpleaſure for the ſins of men; or as warn- 
ings to repentance; and what harm could 
| axles if they were o e and im . ban 

: among 


« Matth. 2 8 „ Plat; wi 7. 
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among all nations? However, the one. of 
which we ſpeak was peculiarly remarkable, 
conſidering when and where it happened, and 
how it concurred with other events which 
were manifeſtly preternatural. | 


Tusk two ſigns laſt mentioned ſeem to 
have taken place immediately after our LoRD 
expired on the croſs. — But the moſt me- 


morable prodigy of all, and that which did 


eminently ſuit the apes of this occaſion, 
was the riſing of ſome perſons from 'the 


dead,“ which happened not, however, till 
after he reſurrection of Jxsus; ; only their 


- graves were now opened. The perfons who 
roſe were Saints, or pious believers, who, 


having recently died, could not but be well 
known to their ſurviving friends and ac- 


quaintances in Jeruſalem, when they ap- 
peared to them. And their appearance to 
many, Who certainly knew that they had 
been dead and buried, would not only 


fill them with ſurpriſe ant joy, but would 
mightily confirm their faith in CHRIST, if 
they had any favourable diſpoſitions towards 


him who is the reſurrection and the life. If, 

on the contrary, they were careleſs, vicious, 

and prejudiced, this great miracle would be 

of no more uſe to them, than the reſurrec- 

tion of . or r of rf ee himſelf. 

Cc V 
- Matth. 3 xxvii. 52, 33. F 
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Sᷣen then were the Divine atteſtations 
given to the innocence and greatneſs of 
Jesvs CHRIST, about the time of his igno- 


minious death. They were things of N 
public nature, like moſt of the miracles of _ 


CER1ST ; and the books in which they are 
related, were publiſhed at a time when mul- 
titudes of living witneſſes muſt have known 
whether the alledged prodigies were true or 
falſe. The confutation of any one of them 
would have ſhaken the credit of the whole 
hiſtory in which they ſtand ; and that would 
Hardly have been left unattempted in the 
proper ſeaſon, among ſo many able and in- 
veterate enemies, if it could have been done 
with any hope of ſucceſs. The prodigies in 
queſtion, therefore, were acknowledged facts, 
which could not be diſputed in the age in 
which they happened; nor were they with- 
out ſuitable effects on the immediate ſpecta- 
tors. Even the heathen centurion, and the 
ſoldiers under his command appointed to 
guard the executions of this important day, 
were ſo ſtruck with the darkneſs, and the 
. earthquake *, joined with the manner in 
which JEsus bore his ſufferings, that they 
could not forbear ſaying, Certainly this was 
à @ righteous man ; or, as other Evangeliſts 
expreſs it, Truly this man was the Son of God, 
Matth. xxvii. 4. Luke xxiii. 47. | | 
Matth. xxvii. 54. Mark xv. 3% | 


* 
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They therefore interpreted the darkneſs and 
the earthquake, as we alſo very reaſonably 
do, to be undoubted figns of the Divine ap- 
probarion of JESUS CHRIST, and diſpleaſure 


againſt the Jews for their cruel and un- 


righteous treatment of him,, Nay, the great 
body of the Jewith people, who were pre- 
ſent from the beginning to the cloſe of this 


mournful ſcene, relenting at laſt, and yield- 
ing to the forcible impreſſions of aſtoniſhment 


and grief, /mote their breaſts, and returned 


home; teſtifying by their dejected looks and 
e geſtures, that they were perſuad- 


ed of our SaviouR's innocence, and appre- 


henſive of Divine vengeance coming on their 


nation. : 


| e NV ee 
> Luke iii. 88. 5 
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SECTION XI. 


; The Body if Jxsus talen down SORE the 0, 
i eee buried. 55 


| Abbes. the N it was the ordinary 
fate of thoſe unhappy perſons who were 
condemned to the crols, to be denied alſo 


the privilege of burial. Having expired by 


lingering tortures, their dead bodies were 
left hanging on the gibbet, to be devoured 
by birds of prey; but Providence ordered it 
otherwiſe in the caſe before us. The day 
immediately following that of our Saviour's 
crucifixion, happened to be the Jewiſh Sab- 
bath, and was a day of peculiar ſolemnity 
at that time, on account of the Paſſover “. 
The Jewiſh Rulers, therefore, always ſcru- 
pulous about ceremonies, though regardleſs 
of moral duties, went to Pilate, and beſought 
him to give order that the crucified male- 
factors might be diſpatched by breaking 
their legs, and that their bodies might be 
removed before the cloſe of the day, leſt the 
Divine Law ſhould be violated, and the Sab- 
bath profaned . This requeſt being granted, 
the ſoldiers proceeded to execute their or- 


ders : and ſeeing the two thieves who were 
| crucified 


. . 31. » Deut. xxi. 22. John xix. 32,—37. 
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e wich Jesvs, {till in life, they brake 


their legs. But when they perceived that 
JEsus was dead already, they AE it un- 
neceſſary to do the ſame to him ©: only, for 
greater ſecurity, one of them took a ſpear, 
and plunged it into his fide, from wide 
wound there iſſued blood and water © ;—a 
proof that the inſtrument had oo his 
heart, and that if any remains of life had 
yet been in him, this wound would have 


effectually 801006 them. This remarkable 


fact is recorded by the Apoſtle John *, from 
his own perſonal knowledge as an eye-wit- 
neſs of it, to give us the completeſt aſſurance 
of ane s death, and to ſhew in that event, 


the fulfilment of two memorable prophecies; 


one which bore, that a bone of him ſhould not 
be broken*; and another which faid, They 
ſhall look on him whom they have PO 2 


Iłx was Hot without a ſpecial dean of 
Providence, that the dead body of Jzsvus 
CHRIST was thus treated. The ſoldiers for- 
bearing to break his legs, as they did thoſe 


of the reſt who ſuffered with him, ſeemed 


to be a thing merely accidental; but Gop 
over- rules and directs the hands 55 men, even 
in thoſe caſes where they ſeem to be moſt ar 


N 2 Es their 


q N 33. Verſe 3. * Verſe 35, 36, 37. 
* Plal, xxxiv. 21. Exod. xii, 46. Zech. xii. 10. 
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their own diſpoſal. He would not ſuffer a 
bone of him to be broken, becauſe it was 
his will that the body of CHRIST ſhould re- 
main entire, his reſurrection being ſo ſoon 
to follow: But he permitted the ſpear to paſs 
to his heart; that no doubt might remain 
concerning the certainty of his death. 


Tux ſame great event was farther con- 
firmed by our SAvIOUR's burial, for which 
alſo # wonderful and unexpected proviſion | 
was made by Divine wiſdom. At a time 
when it was moſt likely that every one 
would be aſhamed or afraid ro own any re- 
ſpec for JesVvs of NAZARETH, a rich man, 
and an honourable Counſeltor among the 
Jews, ſtepped forth to perform the honours 
of his funeral. This was Joſeph of Arima- 
thea, a man diſtinguiſhed by his piety and 

Juſtice*, {till more than by his eminent rank 
and riches, He was far from approving of 
the violent meaſures taken by the Sanhedrim 
againſt Jesvs. ;-on the contrary, he had in 
his heart become a difciple of his , though 
an undue fear of men had hitherto reſtrained 
him from giving any public teſtimony of his 
being ſuch. Bur, now at length ſhaking off 
Tha 28148 he went to Faate, and begged that 

8 the 


Matth. . 57. Mark xv. 43. * Luke zxiii. 50, 51. 
% oO = Sole kk ys, 
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the body of JIEsus (ſince it was at any rate 


to be removed) might be delivered to him. 


Pilate very readily granted his requeſt, after 
he had ſatisfied himſelf, by inquiring at the 
centurion who guarded the croſs, that Ixsu 
was really dead. In conſequence of this 


permiſſion, Joſeph took away the body, in- 


tending to have it buried with all the marks 


of decency and reſpect which the circum- 
ſtances wan allow. 


Nor was he the 61 conſiderable perſon 


who thought of performing theſe laſt offices 
to our crucified Lord. He was aſſiſted in 
them by Nicodemus®, a ruler of the Jews, 


who had the ſame reſpect for Jzsvs in 


ſecret, and was till now reſtrained by the 
ſame moriyes, from publicly avowing his at- 
tachment to him, that Joſeph himſelf had 
been. By the joint care of thefe two, worthy 


men, the dead body of JESUS was anointed 
with perfumes and ſpices prepared for the 


occaſion: It was wrapped in a throud of 
fine linen, and ſwathed, according to the 
cuſtom of the Jews in burying perſons of 


condition: After which it was depoſited 
near the place of execution, in a new tomb 


cut out of the ſolid rock, where no dead 
body had ever been laid beter, and of which 


a Mark Fay 44, 45. John xix. 39,—42. 
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the entrance was barricaded with a large 
| ſtone; There the Body of the Lord Jzsus 
-remained from Friday evening till. the next 
Sunday morning. Had it not been for the 
pious and timely care of Joſeph and Nicode- 
mus, the corpſe of our Lord would doubt- 
leſs have been thrown into ſome vile igno- 
minious place, along with thoſe of common 
malefactors: But Gop prevented that indig- 
nity, by the ſeaſonable interpoſition of two 
honourable men, who ſeem to have acted 
in this affair from motives of pure eſteem 
and love to the Bleſſed Jesus, though they 


had not the leaſt expectation of his being 


preſently to riſe again. Nor is it improbable 
that they intended to grace his funeral with 
further honours after the Sabbath was end- 
ed, not having time at preſent to do all that 
they wiſhed. —But we are now come to 


+» Seer, XIII. 


{ 8 
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srerion XIII. 


The Reflivieltion of Tai Us, and the Di iſcovery 
of that Event to his Enemies. 


Tu reſurrection of Jesvs CHRIST, is the 


great hinge on which the truth gy his 


religion turns. 7 CHRIST ig not riſen, ſays 


the Apoſtle, then is our preaching vain, and 


your faith is alſo vain *, For fince he often 


foretold that he ſhould rife, and referred the 


Jes to this fact as the capital proof of his 
being the Mzss1AH, it would have been im- 
poſſible to free him from the charge of im- 
poſture if he had not riſen : But by his re- 


ſurreQion from the dead, JesUs was declared 


to be the SON of (08, with powwer® ; 


Tur evidence of CnrIsT's Felber cen 
then, being ſo eſſential in the Chriſtian 
ſcheme, it was previouſly neceſſary that we 
_ ſhould be well aſſured of his death, without 


which there could have been no reſurrection 


in the caſe: And hence it is that the Evan- 
geliſts are ſo minute and pointed in relating 


the proofs of both theſe events. The cer- 


tainty of his death is eſtabliſhed beyond all 
poſſibility of doubt, becauſe he died pub- 
N 4 | licly, 


2 I Go XV. 14. . b Rom. i 1. 4+ 
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licly, in the preſence of thouſands of ſpect- 
ators, moſt of whom were his inveterate 
enemies; becauſe, even after he expired, a 
wound was made in his ſide, which would 

have infallibly killed any man, though in 
full health and vigour; becauſe Pilate would 
not allow the friends of IEsus to take him 
down from rhe croſs, till he was aſſured of 
his death by the Roman Centurion, who 
attended with a party of ſoldiers at the cru- 
cifixion ; and finally, becauſe his. body was 
anointed, ſhrouded, and laid in the tomb, 
as known to be truly dead. With regard 
to his reſurrection, that there might be no 
fraud in it, the tomb which received his 
body was a new tomb, where no perſon had 
ever been laid before, and conſequently no 
other could come out of it: it was a cavity 
 hewn in the fide of a rock, to which the 
only entrance was ſhut up with a large and 
ponderous ſtone; and for farther ſecurity, 
the ſtone was ſealed, and a watch Appanted 
to guard 1 it. 


Tusk two laſt pri were © IA _ 
at the expreſs deſire of the Chief Prieſts and 
Phariſees ©; who, knowing that Js us had 
promiſed, as the grand proof of his Divine 
e to iſe in three days after his 

_ | death, | 


© Matth. xxvii, 62,—66. 
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death, and affecting to be apprehenſive that 
his diſciples would attempt to make the 
people believe his reſurrection, though con- 
ſcious in their own hearts of its falſity, 
reſolved at once to load them with the im- 
putation of that fooliſh and wicked deſign, 


and to take effectual meaſures for preventing 


the execution of it. The next day, there- 
fore, after our Saviour's burial, that is, 
on the morning of the Jewiſh Sabbath, a 


reſpectable deputation from them went to 


Pilate; and intimating to him their ſuſpi- 
cions that the diſciples of JesUs would come 


by night, and ſteal away the body out of the. 


ſepulchre, and then give it out that he was 
riſen from the dead, whereby the people 
ſhould be more dangerouſly deluded than 


they were at any time by the impoſtor him 


{elf :—For theſe reaſons, they petitioned the 
Governour for a guard of armed men to 
be ſet upon the ſepulchre for three days; at 
the end of which time, it is likely they in- 
tended to expoſe the dead body of Jzsus 
publicly to the view of all the people, and 
thus to give them convincing proofs of the 
vanity. of his pretenſions. Theſe cautious 
politicians ſeem to have entertained nodoubr 


of the ſucceſs of their project; but they were 


not aware of what they became bound to, in 


caſe the other alternative took place. For, 
if it ſhould appear that before the end of the 
. 0 | time 


* 
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time ſpecified, the body of Ixsvs was removed 


without any human hands, what was the con- 
ſequence? Why, then the Chief Prieſts and 
Phariſees did, by the meaſure now propoſed, 
bring themſelves under an indiſpenfible ob- 
ligation to believe in him as the true Meſſiah. 
This great point is now put to a fair trial 
upon their own terms; and they muſt abide 
by rhe event, whether it turn out according 


to their wiſhes, or otherwiſe, From Pilate | 


they eaſily obtained as ſtrong a guard as 
they pleaſed, with which they went in per- 
ſon to the ſepulchre ; and having fully ſatiſ- 
fied themſelves and the ſoldiers, - that the 
body was not already carried away, they 
put a ſeal on the door-ſtone, * to prevent the 
poſſibility of the ſepulchre's being opened 
and ſhut again, on any pretence whatever, 
without their knowledge; and then left the 
guard there, with ſtrict orders to keep it in 
that ſtate till recalled. Thus they blindly 
laboured to promote the cauſe they meant 
to ruin, and to render their own ſubſequent 
5 infidelity more inexcuſable, 


85 For, when the Sabbath was paſt, aa the 

firſt day of the week began to dawn“, our 
Lord having been in the grave one whole 
day of twenty-four hours, and a part of two 


vo pro 7 N was felt 998 the 285 of 
his 


Matth. xxvii. 2.1. 


Death of Fefus Chriſt, 203 


his ſepulchre, a great earthquake, occaſioned 


by the preſence of an Angel, who, deſcend- 
ing from Heaven with amazing ſplendour, 
rolled back the ſtone from the door of the 
ſepulchre, and fat down upon it. At that 
inſtant, the body of JesUs was reanimated; 

and, laying aſide the dreſs of the ones: 


he arrayed himſelf in the ordinary habit of 
the living, and came forth from the tomb. 


The guards were preſent; but what reſiſtence 
could they make to the power of Gop? At 
the earthquake, and the glorious appearance 


of the Angel, they ſhook for fear, and were 


for a time deprived of ſenſe and motion. If 


their conſternation hindered them to ſee 


Jesvs coming out of the tomb, they could 
not but ſee, when they recovered themſelves, 
that the ſtone was rolled away, that the 
body was gone, and: the linen cloaths left 
in an orderly manner in the ſepulchre; all 
which facts, with the aweful circumſtances 


| preceding them, gave ſtrong ground to be- 


lieve, that the perſon buried there, and 
watched by them, was come to life. But 
whether they were driven away from the ſe- 
pulchre immediately by their terror, and 
durſt never look back to it, or whether they 
withdrew, after finding, upon careful exami- 


nation, that there was no further occaſion 


for their attendance there, they certainly did 


retire ſoon, and probably to ſome houſe or 


ſafe 
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ſafe place among their acquaintances, where 
they might reſt and recollect themſelves a 
_ while; it being too early an hour to have 
acceſs to the Chief Prieſts, from whom they 
had received their commiſſion. In this in- 
terval, it may be well ſuppoſed, that much 
. converſation paſſed among themſelves, and 
others whom they met with, about the ſur- 
priſing events which had juſt happened at 
the ſepulchre. As ſoon as they found an 
opportunity, ſome of the watch, in name of 
the whole, waited on the Chief Prieſts, and 


related to them. the matters of fact as they 


really were. A plain and undiſguiſed ac- 
count of the rut! in this caſe, ſerved at once 
for a complete vindication of their own con- 
duct, and for affording the Rulers who em- 
ployed them, a proof of ChHRIST's reſurrec- 
tion, which they could not fairly deny, ſee- 
ing it came up to their own terms. And 
3 doubt they were greatly ſtruck with 
for they immediately called a council, 


1 5 a deliberated what was to be done. But 


inſtead of yielding to the truth, or reſolving 
to make farther inquiry about it, they con- 
trive only how to get it ſuppreſied, and are 
not aſhamed to bribe the ſoldiers with a 
large ſum of money, and an aſſurance of 
ſafety, to publiſh a palpable falſity in place 
of it They bade them ſay, that they had 
Ps fallen 


Matth. xxviii. 11.15. Verſe 12. 
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fallen aſleep in keeping the guard which 
was entruſted to them; and that during their 
fleep, the diſciples of CHRIS H had come and 


20g 


ſtolen away the body *. Nothing could be 
more improbable, and even contradictory to 
itſelf, than that a guard of Roman foldiers, 


ſtrictly charged to watch, ſhould all ſleep up- 


on duty that not one of them ſhould be a- 


waked by the unavoidable noiſe of robbing + 


the ſepulchre !—and yet that they ſhould 
know ſo well, while fleeping, what was done 
by men awake! not to mention that the diſ- 
ciples could have no probable motive for at- 

- tempting the flagitious enterpriſe here im- 
puted to them, and were abſolutely incap- 

able of executing it in the manner it was 
done, had they been ever ſo much diſpoſed 
thereto. Yet, incredible as this ſtory was in 
the higheſt degree, it paſted current for many 
years among the obſtinate Jews, whoſe pre- 


judices inclined them to give credit to any 


ee rather than e in CurIST®, 


| By all theſe artifices, ras the truth 
could not be ſuppreſſed. The ſoldiers had 
probably told what paſſed at the ſepulchre 


honeſtly to ſeveral perſons, before they a- 


greed to publiſh the falſe account of it above 
mentioned; and even afterwards, there is 


reaſon to chink they did not all continue 


+ +. faithful 


4 © Match. xxviii. 13, 14. > Verſe 15. 
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5 20 ( Practical Eſuy on the 


faithful to their infamous engagement with 


the Chief Prieſts. Nor did theſe Prieſts, in 


all their challenges to our Saviour's diſci- 


ples, and all the injunctions they laid upon 


them not to preach any more in the name 


of Cuxisr, ever preſume to accuſe them of 


the crime here laid to their charge, or to call 
them to account for it. The exiſtence of the 
above report among the Jews, at the time 
Saint Matthew publiſhed his Goſpel, which 
was probably twenty years after CRRIST's aſ- 
cenſion, affords undoubted evidence that a 
guard was ſet at the ſepulchre of our SA vi- 
ov, and all poſſible precautions taken to pre- 


vent fraud in a matter of ſuch acknowledged 
ene as his reſurrection from the dead. b 


ä As The 5 for the fact of CurisT's 
reſurrection, and the diſcovery thereof to his 
enemies. It has been aſked, by way of objec- 
tion againſt the Goſpel, why did not CHRIST, 
after he roſe, ſhew himſelf publicly to the 
Jews, who crucified him? To which many 
good anſwers have been made. But this 
hiſtory ſupplies us with one altogether ſuf- 
ficient and deciſive, though there were no 
other, namely, That the Jewiſh Rulers were, 
or ought to have been, convinced of his re- 
ſurrection upon their own principles, and 
| had preciſely the evidence for it which they 
themſelves . 

1 5 Sror. XIV. 


8 


{ 
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Sao IOW XIV. 


of the Diſcovery of CnxIsT's Nene to 
hs Friends. 


I this concluding part of: our hiſtory, there 


is nothing more remarkable, than the flow 


and gradual manner in which the miraculous 
event we are ſpeaking of was manifeſted to 


the Apoſtles, the choſen witneſſes of it; their 
indiſpoſition, and even backwardneſs, at firſt 
to believe it; and the complete ſatisfaction 
they at length obtained concerning it “. We 
have no reaſon to think, that any one of the 
Evangeliſts has told us every material cir- 
cumſtance which he knew relative to this 
great fact: But each of them has related, 
with great ſimplicity and conciſeneſs, all chat 


he judged neceſſary to induce a rational and 


firm belief of it. Their differences ſhew, that 
they did not write in concert; and their agree- 


ment is ſuch as to exclude che poſſibility of 


fiction and impoſture. To form their ſeveral 


hiſtories into one clear and conſiſtent narra- 


tion, including every material circumſtance 
mentioned by any or all of them, as it is 
very practicable, ſo it cannot but afford both 
pleaturs and ime to every ſerious mind. 


ABOUT. 


+ ® Ws C. Obſervations on Dr Macknight' Harmony of 
© the Four Goſpels, ſo far as relates to the Hiſtory of our 
2 SAVIOUR's Reſurregion,” 
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 ABovurT the very time that Jesus was 


raiſed, and came forth from the tomb, a 
company of his female diſciples were ſetting 


out from Jeruſalem, with ſweet ſpices which 


they had bought the evening before, when 
the Sabbath was ended, to anoint his dead 


body *; either not knowing that it was anoint- 
ed already when laid in the. ſepulchre by 
Joſeph and Nicodemus, or intending to per- 
form that mark of honour in a more perfect 
manner, and with their own hands. We do 


not know the names of all who compoſed 
this company : But upon comparing the Go- 


ſpels, it appears that the chief of them were 


Mary Magdalene, Mary the mother of James 
and Joſes*, Salome the wife of Zebedee, and 


Joanna*, the wife of Chuſa* Herod's ſteward. 
Thoſe Goſpels which mention only one *, or 
two, or three of theſe women*, as concerned 


in the tranſaction now before us, are far from 


ſaying that there were no others in company 


with them. All agree in naming Mary Mag- 
dalene as one, and the firſt among them; 


probably becauſe ſhe was moſt diſtinguiſhed 


for her zeal and liberality in this pious ſer- 


vice, But the coincidence of time and pur- 


Poſe, gives us ample ground to conclude, 


that all thoſe. women were. engaged in it 
whom 


Mat. xxvili. 1. Mark xvi. 1. Libs xiii, 55,—Xxiv. 1. John 20. i. 
Mark xv. 47.—xvi. 1. Luke xxiv. 10, Chap. viii. 3. 
2 * Jobo 3 xx. 4» Matth. xxvili. 1. e xvi. 1. 
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3 I have above enumerated, and 1 
with them. | 


Tarr, were perſons of ſome rank and ſub- 
| ſtance in Galilee, who had often attended 
on Jesvus there, and miniſtered to him, and 
had come up with him from that country 


to Jeruſalem, on occaſion of this Paſſover, at 


which he ſuffered. Great was their eſteem 
and veneration for him, They had not gone 
out of fight of the croſs, all the time he ſuf- 


fered on it; and when his dead body was 


taken down from it, and carried to the ſe- 
pulchre, they followed after, and obſerved 
where it was laid: then they retired to their 


own apartments, having reſolved among 


themſelves to take the earlieſt opportunity 
of paying the laſt mournful office to their 
deareſt Friend and Maſter. But the Sabbath 
now coming on, or begun, neceſlarily de- 


tained them from doing it for one day; and 


when that was over *, about ſunſet, they had 
only time that night to prepare the ſpices 


and ointments which they needed for the 5 


O co ccaſion. 
Luke il. 18 verſe 55. 


5 * Se. Luke ſeems to ſay, chap. xxiii. verſe 56. that they 
brought the ſpices before the Sabbath began. But good 
Critics have obſer ved, that the words do not neceſſarily 
bear this ſenſe, and that the latter clauſe of the verſe might 


| have been tranſlated, © But yet, or * nevertheleſs, they reſt- * 


© ed on the Sabbath-day, according to the commandment.” 


* 


51.08 
FRE 
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| occaſion. | But on the day following, being 
the firſt of the week, they prevented the 
dawning of the day, and ſet out upon their 
pious enterpriſe while it was yet dark. They 
knew nothing of a guard of armed ſoldiers 
placed at the ſepulchre by the Chief Prieſts, 
_ otherwiſe they would doubtlefs have laid a- 
fide all thoughts of viſiting it. The only 
difficulty which occurred to them by the way, 
was, how to get that great ſtone removed 
with which they had ſeen the mouth of the 
_  ſepulchre ſhut up, under the wr e of 
Joſeph and Nicodemus. | 


Trey: proceeded. ference; however, and 
arriving at the place, were not a little ſurpriſ- 
ed to ſee the ſtone rolled away, and the ſe- 
pulchre open. This reheved their minds for 
a moment; but how great was their aſto- 
niſhment, when advancing further, and look- 
ing into the ſepulchre, they found not the 
Body of the LoRD Jesvs*! nor did they ſee 
as yet any perſon to give them the leaſt in- 
formation about it, for the guards were all 
gone ſome time before. What remained to 
be done? It naturally occurred to them, that 
they ought to loſe no time in carrying this 
intelligence to the Apoſtles; but it was not 
MY that they oe all go in a body 
| 4 on 


x john xx, 1. 12. | 


*% * 


the cloaths with which it had been covered 
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84 that errand. Only Mary Magdalene, and 


one, or perhaps two more, (the reſt remain- 
ing at the ſepulchre) haſtened back to the 
city; and finding Peter and John, ſaid to 
them, They have taken away the Lord out of 
the /c epulchre, and we know not where they have 
laid him. A plain intimation that there 
were others, or at leaſt one other, along with 
Mary Magdalene, in this tranſaction ; and 
that neither ſhe, nor her companions, had 
any notion at this time of JEsus being riſen 
from the dead. | 


A8 little had peter and 1 who imme- 
diately upon this information ran to the ſe- 
pulchre with all ſpeed, and examining it at 
leiſure, found every thing exactly as the 
women had told them; the ſtone rolled away, 
the ſepulchre open, and the body gone, but 
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left behind, and lying in ſuch good order as 


plainly ſhewed that there had been nothing =_ 
of fear or precipitation in putting them off. - IK] | 
Having thus ſatisfied themſelves of the truth | 1 
of what they had heard from the women, 40 
but could not believe merely upon their re- 1 
port, the rwo Apoſtles returned to their com itt 
panions in Jeruſalem, not judging it ſafe or Wi 
| e to HAV longer at the ſepulchre®. = 
O 2 Br "lf 
I John xx. l n verſe 3 Verſe 10. | 9 4 = 
- NY 
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Bur Mary Magdalene, who had by this 
time come back to the ſepulchre, remained 


there a while with the other women of her 


company formerly mentioned. They were 
loth to leave the place without getting ſome 


intelligence of their dear Lorp, being full 


of ſorrow and anxiety, and ſome of them, 


Mary in particular *, ſhedding tears. Nor 
could ſhe forbear looking once more into 


the ſepulchre, as if ſne thought it poſſible 


that the Body might ſtill be there, or to take 


a laſt farewell of the place where it had lain. 
And now, to her amazement, ſhe beheld 


two 3 in the form and drefs of young 

. men”, but attended with a ſplendor and ma- 
jeſty which beſpoke them to be Angels from 
Heaven, fitting the one at the head, and the 
other at the feet of the niche where our 
 _ Saviovur's Body had been laid. The other 


women with her enjoyed the fame viſion; 
and all of them, as it was natural, diſcov- 
ered ſigus of great ſarprize and fear, But 


one of the Angels ſpake mildly and comfort- 


_ unto them, ſhewing that they had no 
* juſt cauſe of fear and ſorrow :—their piety. 
* was laudable; but they muſt not expect 
to find Ixsus there, nor be uneaſy becauſe 


they found him not: He was now riſen 


from the dead, enen, to the promiſe 
„ 


5 * ir Verl 12. 
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; * he had made before his death: they might 
come and look at the place where he had 


© l The Heavenly Meſſenger concluded 


with directing them to go and inform his 
Diſciples that they ſhould ſoon have the 
pleaſure of ſeeing their crucified Maſter, who 


was now alive: And they needed not tarry 


at Jeruſalem for that purpoſe beyond their 


own convenience, but might return home 


whenever they pleaſed; for he would be in 
Galilee before them, where he had appoint- 


ed to meet with them after his reſurrection, 


Matth. xxviii. 5,—7. Mark xvi. 5,—7. Luke 
xxiv. 4.—8. Nun. xx. 11, —13. 


I 8 to 5 1 the women 


immediately departed from the ſepulchre, 
their hearts throbbing with a mixture of 


fear and joy. But they had not gone far 


on their way to the city, perhaps not out of 
the garden where the ſepulchre was, when 
they were unexpectedly favoured with a 
ſight of their Maſter himſelf. He appeared 


firſt to Mary Magdalene, who ſeems to have 


been now ſeparated ſome little way from 
the reſt; and though ſhe did not know him 
at the firſt ſuperficial glance, by reaſon of his 


being in a different dreſs from what ſhe had 

before ſeen him in, and other obvious cir- 
nee yet, to her unſpeakable j joy, ſhe 
e | Was 
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was ſoon convinced beyond all doubt, that 

it was He, as were likewiſe all the other 
- women of her company, who a few mo- 
ments after (as we ſuppoſe) joined in this 
. delightful interview; and they thought they 
could never ſufficiently expreſs their love 
and reſpect for him. But Ixsus defired 
them not to take up time at preſent with 
theſe teſtimonies of attachment, as they 
ſhould have other opportunities of ſhewing 
them before his aſcenſion; but to go imme- 
diately and communicate to his Apoſtles and 
other Diſciples, whom he graciouſly calls 


his brethren, the joyful tidings, hat he 


was riſen, and would ſhew himſelf to them as 
he had promiſed; and afterwards aſcend to 
his Father and their Father, to his God and 
their God, Importing that they were in due 
time to ſhare with him in the ſame felicity, 
Matth. xxviii. 8,—10, John xx. 14,—17. 
The women executed theſe orders with all 
poſſible diſpatch. Mark Xvi. 8, 1. Luke 
kxiv. 9. TN XX, 18. 20 | 


her this was the grſt e eee ne 
Jesvs made of himſelf to any of his friends 
after his reſurrection. It was to Mary Mag- 
dalene, and other pious women who accom- 
panied her. Theſe worthy perſons, who. 
had profited ſo much by his inſtructions, 
and had all along diſcoyered ſuch remarkable. 

zeal _ 
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zeal and conſtancy in their reſpect for him, 
were honoured and refreſhed with the firſt 


ſight of their riſen Saviour. For the belief 
of his reſurrection they were gradually pre- 


pared, fri, by finding the ſepulchre empty; 
then, by the appearance and ſpeech of the 
Angels; and laſily, by the perſonal interview . 


. they were admitted to with JEsus himſelf. 
And they, in like manner, prepared the 
Apoſtles for the belief of that important 


fact, by two different meſſages which they 


brought them; #r/, that the ſepulchre was 
open, and the body taken away; and next, 
that they had ſeen a viſion of Angels at the 
: ſepulchre, who told them he was riſen, 


which in a little while after they found to 
be true, by beholding him alive with their 
own eyes, Nor was it without a wiſe direc- 


tion of Providence, that the belief of an event 
ſo marvellous and ſurprizing, made its way 


into the minds of men by ſuch gradual ſteps, 


| fince it would thus give no diſturbance to 


the exerciſe of their rational faculties, and - 
would take firmer hold of them after they. | 


came to be Pty ſatisfied about it, 

As for the Apolites; ſo 5 were 1 from 
receiving this belief in a careleſs, raſh, and 
eaſy manner, that they appear to have had very 
ſtrong and unreaſonable prejudices againſt 
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it, What Cunisr had faid of it to them 
before his death, was little conſidered by 
them, or was above their dull apprehen- 
ſions; and having in his crucifixion loſt 
their fond hopes of a temporal deliverance 
by him, they would give no credit to the 
report of his reſurreQion®, brought them 
by the women who had ſeen bim alive; 
but treated all their informations concerning 
the appearance of Angels, and of Jesus him- 
ſelf to them, as idle tales. Nay, ſome of 
them continued to doubt when they had 
ſtill greater reaſon to believe, and withheld 
their aſſent till it was in a manner extorted 
from them by the evidence of all their ſenſes. 


' Our Saviour's next appearance ſeems 
to have been to the Apoſtle Peter alone, by 
bimſelf, though at what place there is no in- 


timation. Nor are we certain of the time of 


it, any further than that it happened before 
the evening of the day on which our LORD 
aroſe. This appearance is mentioned by 
St Paul, 1 Cor. xv. 5. as his firſt proof of 
Cnxlsr's reſurrection. And it was certainly 
a great condeſcenſion in Jesvs, to vouchſafe 
this favour to Peter before all the other 
Apoſtles, conſidering his late ſhameful denial 
of him. But our gracious. SAvi0uR, know- 
| e 5 ing 


Mark xvi. 10, 11. CLuke zxiv- 11. 
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ing the temper of the man, regarded his 
neceſſities rather than his merits, For the 
fame reaſon, Peter is marked ' particularly 
among thoſe to whom the women were 


directed to carry the news of CHRIST's re- 


 farretion*, This Apoſtle having ſeen his 
Divine Maſter alive from the dead, immedi- 
ately communicated the intelligence to his 


brethren, with whom his teſtimony had 


much more weight than that of the women 
formerly given. | 


Tus third appearance of JesVs after his 


reſurreQtion, was to two of his Diſciples -_ 
going to Emmaus, who had been in the A- 


poſtles company at Jeruſalem when the wo- 
men made their report. of Chriſt's reſurrec- 
'tion ro them, This is briefly mentioned by 
St Mark, chap. xvi, 12, 13. and related in 
a very circumſtantial and affecting manner 
by St Luke, chap. xxiv. 13,—33. To theſe 
two Diſciples JIxsus did not diſcover himſelf 
all at once; but gradually prepared them for 


the joyful diſcovery; by entering into con- 
verſation with them, and explaining to them 
the prophecies which foretold the ſufferings 


of the Meſſiah. At the end of their journey, 
having conſented to go into a houſe with them, 


and it down to OE he made himſelf fully 


known 
f Mark xvi. 7. 
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known to them, and then ſuddenly left them, 
It is true theſe Diſciples, in their diſcourſe 
with him, giving an account of the report 
of the women*, mention only a viſion of 
Angels alledged to have been ſeen by them, 

| ab ſay nothing of the appearance of Jesvs : 
to them. But their omitting that circum- 
ſtance, though known to them as well as 
the other, is eafily accounted for by the 
little regard or credit which they and their 
company had paid to the ſaid report when 
made to them, They did not think his ap- 
pearance to the women worth mentioning, 
ſince he had not appeared to Peter and John 
when they viſited the ſepulchre. Theſe two 
Diſciples fet out for Jeruſalem immediately 
after J£sus parted from them; and upon 
their return thither, they techs: the eleven 
Apoſtles and others garhered together, who 
ſaid to them, The Lord is riſen indeed, and 
hath appeared to Simon. Such was the de- 
claration of moſt of the company; but it is 
to be underſtood with an exception of ſome 
of them who till had their doubts" even 

after theſe diſciples had joined their ſuffrage 
to the fact, by relating the ſtory of his in- 
terview with them. Some remained un- 
convinced by the united teſtimonies of the 


worden, of Peter, and of - the two Diſciples 
2 f 


p | Luke xxiy. 223 23 * Verſe 34. Mark xvi. 1 LH 
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of Emmaus; which is not ſurpriſing, ſince 
Thomas refuſed to believe after theſe teſti- 
monies were corroborated by that of all his 
fellow apoſtles. 


| Non are theſe the only inſtances recorded, 


in which JesUs ſhewed himſelf alive to his 


friends on the very day of his reſurrection. 


He was pleaſed, before the cloſe of that 
memorable day, to viſit the Apoſtles, and 
others aſſembled with them, in an apartment 


in Jeruſalem, with the doors ſhut on them 
for fear of the jews. Only the Apoſtle 


Thomas, upon ſome account or other, was 
not preſent at this meeting. The reſt had 


reaſon to be well prepared for it, by the ſuc- 
ceſſive reports and teſtimonies before men- 
tioned. Nevertheleſs, his ſudden and unex- 


pected appearance among them, and his 


opening the door, though probably bolted 


in the inſide, excited at firſt great ſurpriſe 


and fear in them, and made ſome of them 
ſuſpect that it was a Spirit they ſaw. But 
Insus ſoon diſpelled their doubts and fears, 
and gave them the fulleſt aſſurance that it was 
He Himſelf, by ſpeaking to them, and re- 
proving their incredulity; by condeſcending 


to ſhew them his hands, his feet, and his fide, 


| ſtill bearing the marks of the wounds they 
had received; and by aa 5 meat with {Ons 
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for it was ſapper-time : After which, he en- 
couraged the timorous Apoſtles, explained 
to them the reaſon of his ſufferings, from the 
ancient Scriptures; reminding them alſo of 
what they had heard from him upon that 


| ſubject before his death; and finally, he re- 
ſtored them to all the aki and honours of 
their office, which by their late cowardly be- 
haviour they ſeemed to have forfeited, and 


in their own minds, it is probable, had ab- 
fomdy given up. 

ALL the manifeſtations of 1 hitherto | 
mentioned, were on the ſame day that he 
roſe from the dead. The next appearance of 
his that is recorded, was eight days after 
the one laſt mentioned, and to all the Apo- 


| ſttes, Thomas being with them, This ſeems 


to have been defigned eſpecially for his con- 


viction, who had ſhewn a more obſtinate 


incredulity than any of the reſt; and it is 


accurately related John xx. 25, — 29. Upon 


occaſion. of the obſtinacy of this Apoſtle, our 


Lon uttered that admirable ſaying concern- 


ing religious faith, which teaches his follow- 


ers in all ages, how they may obtain a greater 


happineſs than thoſe who converſed with 
him on earth, or even than thoſe who were | 
the enn af his nee VIZ, if they 

. : | | come 


| 1 xvi. 14. Luke xxiv. 36—49 Jobs 26. 184% 
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come to the belief of the ſame truth, with 
more attention and candour in weighing the 
evidences of it: —- Thomas, ſaid he, becauſe 


thou haſt ſeen me, thou haſt believed; bleſſed 


are they that haue not ſeen, and yet have be- 
lieved. Thomas yielded at laſt to an evidence 
more than ſufficient to convince any rational 


and well-diſpoſed mind, and confeſſed with 


exultation and rapture, that his Divine Maſter 
was riſen from the dead: My Lord! and my 
God I ſhall only add, that the ſucceſs of 
this interview affords the Miniſters of Reli- 
gion a leſſon of patience and good hope in 
their treatment of ſinners; that they ought 


not to give them up after failing in the firſt 


attempt to convert them, but to renew their 


_ endeavours again and again, becauſe if truth 


be not admitted one day, it may another. 


Tus our LoxD, having promiſed to ſhew 
himſelf to his Apoſtles and other Diſciples 
only in Galilee, and appointed to meet with 
them there, was pleafed to do more than he 
promiſed, For, before they left Jeruſalem, 


he ſhewed himſelf to one or more of them 


at five different times; of which two ap- 
pearances were to the Apoſtles and others 
in a body, when he converſed with them, 


inſtructed and comforted them at conſider- 


able length, and gave. them every evidence 
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of his reſurrection, which the moſt ſerupu- 5 
| lous could deſire. | 


E Bur POR minds being now well eſtabliſh- 
ed in the belief of this great fact, they all 
ſet out for their own country of Galilee: And 
the next time that our Lord appeared, was 
at the ſea of Tiberias in that country, to 
ſome of his diſciples while they were fiſhing, 
namely, Peter, Thomas, Nathaniel, the two 
ſons of Zebedee, and two others whoſe names 
are not mentioned, being ſeven in number. 
Upon this occaſion, IEsus gave them new 
proofs of that miraculous power which they 
had often ſeen him exert before his death. He 
enabled them to take a prodigious draught 
of fiſhes, provided a repaſt for them, ſhared 
with them in it, and held a long and edify- 
ing converſation, particularly addreſſed to 
Peter, in the preſence of the reſt, which, 
with the whole paſſage now referred to, is 
Preſerved to us, John xxi. 1, —24. St John 
calls this the third time that Ixsus ſbevued Him- 
Fell to his Diſciples; and the third time it cer- 
tainly was that he appeared to any conſider- 
able number of them together, of which the 
ſame Apoſtle had related two before: Or, it 
was the third if you reckon by days, the firſt 


| four appearances NOOR all on the day of his 
ION 


7 1 xi, 14. 
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reſurrection. But it was at leaſt the ſixth 


time that our SA vlOVUR had manifeſted him 


ſelf as riſen, to one or more of his followers, 


His ſeventh appearance, according to our 
reckoning, and the moſt Public and ſolemn 


of all orhers, was on a mountain in Galilee, 
by previous appointment both of the time 
and place; which being ſignified to his 


friends and followers, who were moſt nu- 
merous in that country, they flocked to it 
from all quarters. And here were preſent, 
including the eleven Apoſtles, upwards of 
five hundred Brethren; of whom, though 
ſome had doubted before, and others, who 
now ſaw him for the firſt time, could ſcarce 
truſt their own eyes, and were afraid to give 
too haſtily into the:behc® of an event fo full 
of wonder and joy; yet they all at length 
attained. the moſt ar perſuaſion of it, 
and worſhipped Jesvs as their Lord and 
Saviour, now riſen to endleſs life and glory* : 


AFTER this, Ixsus vouchſafed: : a As | 
' manifeſtation of himſelf to the eyes of the 
Apoſtle James. But of the place, occaſion, 


and circumſtances of this appearance, we 
have nowhere any account. It is however 
mentioned in this order by the Apoſtle Paul“. 


THE 


ö z gp xxiv. 41. ol Me XXVIil, 16, 17. 1 Cor. Xv. 6. 
d 1 Cor. xv. 7. 5 
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Tux ninth and laſt appearance of Jzsvs 
on earth, previous to his aſcenſion, was to 
the eleven Apoſtles at Jeruſalem ; when he 
went with them to a part of the Mount of 
Olives near Bethany; and having given them 
what farther inſtructions were needful, and 
left them his laſt ſolemn benediction, 85 was 
parted from them in a gentle and leiſurely 
manner, and aſcended up into Heaven, be- | 
fore their wondering Wg . | 


Aux theſe ſeparate'i interviews are e diſtinaly 
recorded 1n one place or other of the New 
Teſtament. Bur, from the mention of theſe, 
we cannot certainty conclude that they were 
the only ones which happened: there may 
have been many more, Some others are not 
obſcurely hinted, For example, our Lord. 
gave the women to whom he firſt appeared, 
- reaſon to expect that they ſhould have the 
ſatis faction to ſee him again, and more at 
leifure, before he aſcended to his Father. 
And if we were to conſult the affections of 
nature and friendſhip, we ſhould ſuppoſe 
that he did not deny his Bleſſed Mother the 
conſolation of ſeeing him riſen, who had 
fuffered ſo much at his crucifixion : that he 
granted the ſame favour to his friend Laza- - 
rus and liſters, a * ſo much endeared 
| to 


0 Luke 2 0 51. Ads i. 9. 
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to him; and finally; that Joſeph . Nico- 


demus were permitted to ſhare in that high 
pleaſure, who took ſuch a reſpectful care of 


his funeral. It is not recorded of the female 
company, that they ſaw him again, nor of 


the others, that they ſaw him at all, after 


his reſurrection; which yet we naturally ex- 


pea, and would fain ſuppoſe them to have 
done. But we muſt not indulge ſuppoſitions 


and conjectures, without ſcriptural authority. 


Tux Sacred Hiſtorians confine themſelves 


to what they judged ſufficient for the con- 
firmation of our faith, To the Apoſtles, the 
choſen witneſſes of CurisT's reſurrection *, 
and upon whoſe teſtimony the chriſtian 
world relies, it was requiſite that this great 
fact ſhould be fully aſcertained; and to them 
He fſhewed himſelf alive after 1 5 paſſion, by 
many infallible proofs, during a ſpace. of forty 
days ©: Whereby, notwithſtanding all their 
doubts and difficulties, he wrought ſach a 
deep impreſſion of it in their minds, that 


they did ever after, with undaunted reſolu- 


tion, publiſh and atteſt it before all men, and 


willingly laid down their lives rather than 


deny or conceal it. 


JEsus did not indeed remain conſtantly 

wich his Apoſtles, in che interval between 
N P OT oe 
4 Ad. x4 - -* N44. 
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his reſurrection and aſcenſion, as he had 
done before his paſſion. He was now no 
more in the ſtate of mortality; and it was 
fit he ſhould wean them by degrees from 


their fond attachment to his perſon, and ac- 
cuſtom them to bear his bodily abſence, be- 
fore he ſhould take a final leave of 1 


He appeared, and diſappeared to them, there- 
fore, at proper intervals; and beſides giving 


them convincing tokens of his reſurrection, 
he inſtructed and comforted them with his 


uſual tenderneſs, and gently removed their 
prejudices in relation to his recent abaſe- 
ment and ignominious ſufferings, by ſhew- 


ing them from the Scriptures, that it be- 


 hoyed the Meſſiah to ſuffer ſuch things, 


which were no other than what he had alſo 
warned them of before. At the ſame time, 


he reQtified their miſtaken notions concern- 


ing the nature of his kingdom, and endea- 


voured to raiſe their views and deſires to 


heavenly things. And having renewed their 


- commiſſion, in the moſt ample manner, to 


preach repentance and the remiſſion of ſins 
in his name among all nations, beginning | 
at Jeruſalem, he ordained the ſolemn rite of 


' . baptiſm to be adminiſtered by them to all 
the members of his church, at their entrance 


into it; and, in concluſion, aſſured them of 
effectual aſſiſtance from above, in executing 
the 


Death of Feſus Cbriſt. 2 27 
the very difficult and dangerous duties of 
the office to which he had called them. 


„ were the 6 otis of his laſt con- 
verſations with the Apoſtles, who, after ſee- 
ing him aſcend into Heaven, returned to 
Jeruſalem, and waited there, according to his 
direction, until they received a plentiful ef- 
fuſion of Divine gifts and powers, which 
had been formerly promiſed them. In con- 
ſequence of which, they immediately entered 
on the execution of their arduous work, and 
proſecuted it with a ſucceſs anſwerable to 
the many demonſtrations they were enabled 
to give of a ſupernatural wiſdom and power 
attending them. They publiſhed every where 
the . ſtrange and unheard of doctrine of a 
CRUCIFIED SAVIOUR ; and planted it, not- 
withſtanding. great and violent oppoſition, 
on the ruins of long eſtabliſhed N and 
ſuperſtition. 
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The Doctrine of CHRIST's Death. 


N the former part of this Eſſay, we have 


ſtated at great length, the fat, or hiſtory. 


of CHRIsT's death; and have been led, by 
the intereſting nature and important uſes of 
the ſubject, to enlarge on it more than was 
at firſt intended. But, beſide the immediate 
benefit flowing from a ſerious attention to 
ſo inſtructing an event, with its previous 
and ſubſequent circumſtances the ample 
view which we have taken of it, will enable 


us, 1 truſt, to proceed with more advantage, 


in conſidering the doctrine relating to it, as 
ſet forth in the New Teſtament, or its bene- 
ficial effects and conſequences with regard 


F 


to us, which, through the help of God! we 


now e to do. 


THE ſalvation of ſinners by CHRIST, re- 
fers directly to two things, which are very 


diſtinguiſhable in themſelves, though they 


have an eſſential connection with one another, 
namely, the depravity, and the Cuilt of ſin, 
or has! is often called its e and con- 
5 3. demaing 
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demning power. From both theſe, it was 
the deſign of Gop, and of the LoRD JESUS 
Cinis, by his death, to fave us: from the 
former, by bringing us to true repentance, 
or perſuading us to forſake all iniquity, and 
to lead a new life of holineſs and righteouſ- 
neſs; and from the latter, by averting the 
puniſhment due to our paſt ſins, and confer- 
ring on us the rewards of innocence. And 
in both theſe reſpects, Jzsus fulfilled the 
ancient prophecies relating to the Meſſiah. 
With regard to the remiſſion of our ſins, or 
the taking away the guilt of them, it was 
foretold, that he ſhould be not only a King, 
but a Prieſt, a_Pricft upon his throne*, a Prieſt © 
for ever after the order of Melchizederl 23 that 
he ſhould bear the fin of many, and make in- 
terceſſiun for the tranſgreſſors*, and reconcilia- 
tion for miquity *. The other benefit, the re- 
formation of our lives by him, is fpoken of 
in innumerable. places*.. Both of them are 
often intimated together. And in them are 
comprehended all the good tidings which 
were publiſhed to the world in and by him, 
and all the benefits mankind derive from his 
mediation. Indeed they include, when taken 
together, all that 1 is defireable to a finner, as 


ſuch, 
28 Zech. vi. 1 3. VVV e Ila. liti. 12. 
Dan. i. a ĩð © Iſa. ii. 3. Ezek. xxxiv. 22, &c. 


© Zech. xiii. 1. Jer. xxxi. 31, —34. Ezek. xxxvi. 25,29 


* 
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ſuch. What more can he wiſh for, than to 
be delivered both from the ſlavery of fin for 
the future, and from the condemnation he 
is liable to for his paſt fins? And what can 
be wanting to him, when, being reclaimed 
to the practice of his duty, and reſtored to 
the favour of Gop, he is put in poſſeſſion of 
his proper happineſs, the higheſt happineſs 
of which his nature is capable? 


MoREOvVER, it is evident, that of theſe two 
great benefits, the one is purely the effect of 
divine grace, the work of Gop and our 
| Savious, wherein we can directly have no 
| ſhare, In the other, it is neceſſary that our 
_ endeavours concur with the Grace of Heaven, 
and that our cares and labours be joined to 
thoſe of our Redeemer, otherwiſe it will never 
be accompliſhed. We are not able, by any 
power of ours, to open the priſon of the 
grave, to diſengage ourſelves from death, the 
wages of fin, and ſeize on eternal life. This 
is the gift of Gop, through our Lord Jesvus 
CHRIST. But, in obedience to the command 
of CurIsT, and by his aſſiſtance, we can 
repent, and believe the Goſpel® ; put off the old 
man, and put on the news; and do ſuch other 
things as are requiſite. towards our ſanctifi- 
cation, without which it would have been! in 
vain to command A 

| e THAT 
Mark l. 114. | fb Eph. Ive 22, 
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THAT the death, or blood of CuRIST, 15 
repreſented in Scripture as having a mighty 


_ tendency to fave us, both from the practice 


of our fins, and from the puniſhment due to 
them, I ſhall not ſtop to prove; becauſe, 
without any direct proof, it will be abun- 
dantly manifeſt of itſelf, in the ſequel of 
our diſcourſe; wherein, with all humility 
and reverence, and with a view to promote 
chriſtian holineſs and peace, I propoſe to en- 
quire What the Scriptures have taught con- 
cerning the efficacy of CurIsT's. blood to- 
wards the removal of each of theſe formid- 


able evils. Though diſtinct in themſelves, 
tbey are, as we have ſaid, inſeparably con- 


nected, or will be found ſo in the final iſſue 
of things: that is, wherever the depravity of 

remains more or leſs, there will alſo pro- 
portionally remain puniſhment and miſery; 
and where the former is removed, the re- 
moval of the latter will aſſuredly follow. 
Again, though in the order of nature, the 


| practice of fin muſt be forſaken, and its de- 
pravity in ſome. meaſure corrected, before 


the ſinner can enjoy the benefit of pardon ; "2 
yet, in explaining the effects of CuRIST'S 
blood: with regard to each of theſe, it is 
proper to begin with the latter, which de- 
pends wholly upon God; becauſe from thence 


may be 1 a powerful motive to excite 


Our 
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dur zeal and induſtry for accompliſhing the 


former, which dependeth partly on ourſelves. 
For, in the diſpenſation of grace, as well as of 
nature, GoD is the firſt mover. His good- 
neſs precedes our innocence, and leads us to 
repentance when we have ſinned; yet, pre- 
vious to repentance, no ſinner is ed 

nor is it fit he ſhould. Thus, among men, a 
rebel muſt lay down his arms, and return to 
his duty, before he can receive an actual par- 
don, or be reſtored to the privileges of a good 
ſubject; but a proclamation of indemnity 


for paſt offences, iſſued by his Prince, ſerves 


as a ſtrong motive to diſarm him, and re- 
duee him to a willing obedience, 


Tus fecond part of our Eſſay, then, will 


conſiſt of two chapters. In the jr, we 


_ propoſe to conſider the effect of CHRIST's 
death, as it relates to the expiation of the 
guilt, or taking away the puniſhment of ſin, 
In the /econd, to conſider the ſame event, as it 
tends to remove the depraviry, corruption, or 


moral defilement of ſin.— And Gop grant, 


that what ſhall be ſaid on both theſe heads, 
may be nn to the truth, which is after 


godlineſs, and may ſerve to promote the great 
end of our Saviovn's paſſion, by making 


us die to — and live to Tighteouſneſs! 
: CHAP. 
4 Thus 5 3 


1 8 on the 


CHAPTER I. 


Wise ate fiſt to enquire how the death of 

CuRIST, or the effuſion. of his blood, 
tends to put away the guilt of ſin, or to ſave 
us from the puniſhment and condemnation 
which it deſerves. And upon this point, 
without pretending to enumerate all the rea- 
ſons which have been, or even which may 
with propriety. be advanced, I beg leave to 
propound and illuſtrate the four following 
obſervations, hoping that they will appear 
to be well founded, and inſtructive in chri- 


Wien N „ ee 


3 That the * of CuRISTH derived 
all its merit and efficacy from its being ſub- 
ſervient to the plan- of Divine wiſdom and 


goodneſs for Ts the true. Cogn 
of man. | 


4 SECONDLY, That 1 perfect 3 of 
CHRIST. in his death, being ſo highly ac- 


ceptable to God his Father, was by him very 


wiſely made one reaſon for extending mercy 
to perſons not otherwiſe entitled to it; or 
for granting ſinners the means of repentance, 


and the benefit of pardon when thoſe means 
h thould prev ſucceſsful, 


| 8 


1 
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TairDLY, Thar in reward of CurisT's 
righteouſneſs and obedience unto death, God 
did further inveſt him with the glorious power 
of calling ſinners to repentance, of forgiving 
their ſins when penitent, and of raiſing them 
from the dead to eternal life, as well as of 
puniſhing the obſtinately diſobedient. 
LuASTLx, That in CnRIST's death, we have 
the ſtrongeſt ſecurity given us for the vouch- 
ſafement of pardon to penitent ſinners, and 
the full accompliſhment of all Goſpel pro- 
miſes and threatenings, even the whole Co- 
venant on Gop's part thus ſealed with the 
blood of his only. SON, 


| e 3 I appre- 
hend, may be reduced the moſt material 
| things which are taught in Scripture upon 
this important point ; and if. they be well 
underſtood and confidered, they will, by the 


bleſſing of God, lead us ſo far to juſt ſenti- 


ments and uſeful leſſons concerning it. We 
ſhall endeavour to explain them ſeparately, 
in ſo many diſtinct Sections. 


- SECT 1. 


2 A + wad 0 n 
2 as Tyr * ——ů — 
— — — — 8 
1 — — r . 
— pin. — 2 — — — = - 
* 


236 A Practical Eſay on the 


Ga rn ; 


OR firſt RE ia is: That the deark 


of Jesus CurisT derived all its merit and 


efficacy from its being ſubſervient to the plan 


of Divine wiſdom and goodneſs for promot- 
| ing the chief happineſs « of man. | 


Int order to illuſtrate this e ed. we 
muſt fe enquire what the original plan of 


 Gop was, reſpecting the human race. 2ly, 


How, and in what ſenſe the death of Curisr 
was agreeable or ſubſervient to it: And 


from thence we ſhall ſee, that the meritori- 
ous efficacy of his death depended wholly _ 


on that per ing dna ee 


As to the firſt of 
eres” OT Ry „ 


ox: All 70 are bf God, a dis e Apoſlle- 5 


I him are known all his works from the begin- 


ning of the world: and they are accompliſh- 
ed in their proper order, and time, according 
to à certain plan previouſſy formed and de- 
creed in the mind of God, and called in 
Scripture the counſel of his will*; *; of which 
we can know nothing till i it be revealed to us. 


Only, in every wiſe plan, and in this more 
eſpecially, by the gradual unfolding of it, 


| 1 we 
* 2 Cor. v. 18. b Acts xv. 182. Eph. i. 11. 


Death of Te fs; Chriſt. 237 


we know chat what is laſt in che execution, 


and what exiſts lateſt in the order of time, 


was firſt in the deſign, being the end aimed 
at by all the previous ſteps. Juſt as in human 
things, the whole fabric of a houſe, with all 


its apartments and accommodations, ſtands 
complete in the mind of a ſkilful architect, 
before the firſt ſtone of it is laid. 


WE conclude with high probability from 
the beſt principles of natural reaſon, but 


from the diſcoveries of divine revelation we 
know of a truth, that the amiable attribute 


. goodneſs predominates in the Supreme 


Being, and is limited in its exerciſe by no- 


thing but unerring wiſdom and rectitude. 


God is love. No other motive can be con- 
ceived, ſo worthy of Gop, for creating the 
world, and the different ranks of creatures 
in it, as goodneſs, or a deſire of communi- 
cating happineſs. Zhou. art worthy, O Lord! 


0 receive glory, and honour, and power : for 


thou haſt created all things, and for thy pleaſure 
(or becaxſe of thy will) they are and were 


created ©; * They owe their exiſtence to thy 


n free c 19 0 


Tee) creating the race i men, 8 | 


Gov, ICE to His ati deſigned 


them 


2 1 John iv. 8. Nen. 
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them for happineſs—happineſs without end: 

not abſolutely however, and infallibly, with- 
out any care on their part; but in conſe- 
quence of the right exerciſe of their rational 
powers, their free choice, and, faithful endea- 
vours, by the practice of true piety and vir- 
tue, and a ſtedfaſt adherence thereto, amidſt 
all the temptations incident to their ſtate : 
He being willing to overlook involuntary 
frailties, and ſmaller blemiſhes, and even to 
allow the benefit of repentance in caſe of 
wilful fins; but determined to puniſh with 
everlaſting deſtruction, the obſtinately wicked 
and impenitent. In this way, we are taught 
to hope for ſalvation, by the Goſpel ; and 
none of our kind, ſtrictly ſpeaking, could ever 
be ſaved on any other terms, That a frail 
and fallible creature, ſuch as man is in his 
beſt eſtate, endowed with animal paſſions as 
well as reaſon, and allied, by the conſtitution 
of his nature, both to Angels, and to brutes, 
ſhould be able to ſecure his happineſs for 
ever, by his own perfect obedience; He Who 

made him, knew it to be impoſſible. At the 
fame time his law, which is the law of eter- 
nal rectitude and truth, could not in the na- 
ture of the thing, require leſs of man as the 
rule of his conduct; that is, it could not 
permit him to neglect or violate his duty in 


any inſtance or degree, without Renee 
| oi + Lapin 


8 
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nable to puniſhment, and forfeiting ſome 
portion of his happineſs, Beſides, it was fit 
that man ſhould have the higheſt ſtandard of 
perfection before his eyes, that he might in- 
ceſſantly aſpire after it, and that, knowing 
the extent of his obligations, he might be 


the more ſenſible of his weakneſs when he 


failed, and his need of the allowances of 
mercy. Nor could he ſuſtain any hurt by 
trying his own ſtrength in this way to the 
utmoſt, and endeavouring to gain eternal life, 


if he could, merely by his own obedience, 


without the aſſiſtance of a Mediator. c 


ee our facred hiſtory RI 
us, that the firſt parents of the human race 
were placed in -very happy circumſtances, 
which nothing but fin, or diſobedience to 
their Creator, could alter for the worſe; the 
penalty of death being threatened only for 
their diſobeying the clear and eaſy command 
which Gop gave them: In the day thou eateſt 
thereof, thou ſhalt ſurely die ;—a plain inti- 

mation that man was originally deſigned for 


immortality. And thus the Apoſtle Paul 


_ declares, that death entered into the world. by 


n; ſo that, without fin going, before, it 


would not have been permitted to enter 


among men, bring the Tees of in", and 


what 


's Gen, ii, 17. * Rom. v. 12. A Chap. vi. 23. 
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what fin alone gives birth to. As alſo, ſays 
an apocryphal but wiſe author, God made not 
death; but ungodly men with their aworks called 
it to them*, Nevertheleſs, the kind intentions 


of the Creator towards man, could not be 


fruſtrated by the ſin of our firſt parents, how- 
ever great and aggravated, ſince he-foreſaw, 
and had provided a remedy for it before he 
gave them a being. They indeed from that 
moment became ſubject to inevitable death, 
with all their poſterity. But it was the good 
pleaſure of Almighty God, that this death 
ſhould not be eternal, as the rigour of the law 
required it to be, but only temporary: that 
mankind ſhould be delivered from it by a re- 
ſurrection, and reſtored to a capacity of enjoy- 
ing immortal happineſs, of whick they ſhould 
in due time be put in the actual poſſeſſion, if 
they ſought it by ſincere repentance, and a 
patient continuance in well-doing, though 
attended with imperfections; and for this 
purpoſe, he appointed a Rr ms before the 
world was made. 5 15 - 


, 


- Koni to a account, we find, that 
the righteous ſhall, at the great day of final 

retribution, be invited into the kingdom pre- 

pared for themgfrom the foundation of the world", 


ar ae himſelf, Xs Saviour, though 
5 he 


ä ; James 1. 1 * Wi. of Sol. i. ib. 1 Matth. XXV, 34+ 
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he was not manifeſted till the laſt times, 
-was verily fore-ordained before the foundation of 
the world. Eternal life through him, was 
what Cod that cannot lie, promiſed (i. e. de- 
creed to promiſe) before the world began *, 
In him God choſe us before the foundation of _ 


the world, that we ſhould be holy, and without 


blame before him in love *. And the Goſpel is 


the revelation of a myſtery which from the be- 


ginning of the world had been hid in God, wha 
created all things by Feſus Chrift, according 


to the eternal purpoſe which he purpoſed in 


Chrift Feſus our Lord. In ſhort, God hath 
ſaved us, and called us with a holy calling, 
not according to our works, but according to his 
own purpoſe and grace, which was given us in 
Chrift Feſus before the world began *, From 
theſe, and other like paſſages, it appears, that 
the gracious purpoſe of our ſalvation by 


CHRIST, was formed in the mind of Gop 


before any of our race received a being. In 
perfect goodneſs and wiſdom it was at firſt 
freely deviſed, and in due time manifeſted, 


by him who 8 all things after the cf 


of his own will *—And thus much concern= 


ing the original plan of Gop, fo far as it is 


clearly revealed to us, reſpecting the human 


race. | = 
| 2 1 1 55 I. Wa 
n Peter i. 200 2 Titus i. 2. 0 Eph. i. 4. 
Eph. ü. gi. 42 Tim. i. 9. Eph. i. 11. 
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II. Wx are next to enquire, how the ſuffere 
ings and death of CHRIST were ſubſervient 


to it: Whatever end is propoſed by Infinite 


Wiſdom, it may be taken for granted, that 
the moſt fit and proper means are appoint- 
ed for accompliſhing the ſame. In the pre- 
ſent caſe, the end propoſed was the ſalvation 
of the human race, or at leaft of great num 


bers of them, in the way of piety and right- 
eouſneſs, none being excluded from the be- 


nefit but ſuch as ſhould, by their obſtinacy 


in fin, exclude themſelves; and among the 


means for accompliſhing this end, were the 
Anmifiations and crucifixion of CuxIs r. 


As Gop 625 no pleaſure in the miſery of 


any man, even the meaneſt and moſt un- 


worthy*, we may well believe it was not his 
will that CyrIsT ſhould ſuffer death and other 


atflictions, merely for the ſake of the pain 


attending them. Had that been ſo, the cruel 
infliction, and the patient enduring of them, 
muſt have been equally agreeable to his will. 
But much rather ſurely would the Eternal 


Father have ſpared his dear Son the pains of 
the croſs, if the great deſigns of his mercy - 
toward men could have been, all circum- 


ſtances conſidered, as well accompliſhed with- 


out chem. 9 in fact che dffculer: or re- 


| 1 
2 B i. 33. Ezek. xxxili. 11. 


Death of Feſus CBriſt. 243 
luctance, if we may ſay fo, of giving up fo 
excellent a Perſon to ſuch cruel ſufferings, 
though but for a ſhort time, is what. chiefly 
recommends and enhances the Father's love 
to us in the work of our redemption, - Nor 
have we any reaſon to think that theſe de- 
ſigns of love would have been fruſtrated, if 
the Jews had been leſs wicked than they 
were when our SAVIOUR lived among them, 
and more diſpoſed to do their duty, Had 

they received JesUs with the reſpect and 
ſubmiſſion due to the Meſſiah, as they ought 
to have done, it is certain he would not have 

ſuffered at their hands in the manner he did; 
and who will ſay that he would have ben 
thereby prevented from being a Saviour to 
them, and to the reſt of mankind ? But it is 
more wonderful on the other hand, that the 
glorious purpoſes of Divine mercy were not 
to be defeated, though the Jews ſhould not 
do their duty, as in fact they did not, but 
acted in the higheſt oppoſition to it. Gop 
permitted a degenerate people, whoſe minds 
were prepoſſeſſed with inveterate prejudices, 
to contrive and effectuate the temporal deſtruc- 
tion of that choſen favourite of his, whom he 
ſent to be their deliverer; wherein they acted 
according to the bent of their own evil 
hearts: but he did not permit their wicked - 
nefs to fruſtrate his grace and kindneſs to- 


N ward 
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ward man. On the contrary, he bronghe 
good out of their evil, and rendered their 
crimes fubſervient to the purpoſes of his 
oven holineſs and mercy, Foreſeeing theſe 
crimes, and reſolving to permit them like 
any other wicked actions, he cauſed the ſuf- 
ferings of ChRIST, which were the bitter 
fruits of them, to be foretold by his ſervants 
the Prophets; and thefe prophecies the Jews 
fulfilled without any intention of doing fo, 
by only following blindfold the. dictates of 
their own vicious paſhons and prejudices: 
So the Apoſtle Peter declares in his firſt 
addreſs to them after CHRIST's aſcenſion : 
Him being delivered, ſays he, by the determinate 
counſel and foreknowledge of God, ye have taken, 
and with zwicked hands have crucified and Hain. 


Uron the whole, to ſuffer many wiki. 
ties in the world, and to die on a croſs, 
were not the chief and ultimate “ ends of 
our Saviou's miſſion, nor any direct ends 
of it at all, but only incidental calamities, 
which could not fail to come upon him in 
diſcharging the duties of his miſſion faith- 
fully, amidſt an evil and adulterous 8 


tion. 
: Ads ii. 23. | g 

» See the Apology of Benjabin Mordeeai, a learned 
and ingenious author, to whom I do with pleaſure con- 
feſs myſelf much indebted, and with whom I have found 
it neceſſary to coincide in many things. Lett. v. and vi. 
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tion. The direct and immediate end of his 
miſhon, was to preach the Goſpel of the 

Kingdom, or reveal the Will of Gop; to 
confirm his doctrine by proper evidences ; to 
ſet an example of what he taught; and in 
| ſhort, to promote the ſalvation of finners in 
the moſt effectual manner, whatever ſuffer- 
ings the doing ſo might bring upon him, 
and though it ſhould coſt him his life. This 
was the will of Gop with regard to him, 
and the work which he had given him to 
do. JEsus was ordained to perſiſt with an 
_undaunted reſolution, to publiſh the doc- 
trine of ſalvation, and aſſert his title to the 
character of MEssIiAn, becauſe it did truly 
belong to him; and finally, to bear the con- 
ſequences which would follow ſuch proceed- 
ings, through the envy and malice of wicked 
men. Thus his croſs and all his ſufferings 
were allotted to him, not for their own ſake, 
but for the ſake of ſomething elſe in itſelf 
pleaſing to Gor, who intended thereby to 
make him perfect, and by his means to 
bring many ſons unto-glory. On theſe terms 
Jesus had received a' commandment to lay down 
his life*. The torments of the croſs were 
a cup given him by his Father, in drinking 
whereof, he acted according to his Father's 
will, and performed an act of obedience to 

5 : Oz = Oy 
© John x. 18. | Is. 
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him ; which, though noble and heroic in 


the higheſt degree, was nothing more than 
what fidelity to his office, in the circum- 


ſtances wherein he was placed, rendered in- 


diſpenſably neceſſary, God was able to ſave 


him from death”, in the laſt extremity, and 


Isos himſelf ſuppoſes, that his being ſaved 


from it, was not abſolutely inconſiſtent with 


the ſalvation of men, when he prays in theſe 
terms, Abba! Father! All things are Poſſible 
unto Thee ; take away this cup from me”, Yet 
| ſeeing it was the will of the Father that he 
ſhould! ſubmit to it, we might ſafely con- 
elude, though we ſaw no other reafon for it, 
that it was the way of all others moſt fit ; 


and proper for bringing about the end in 


view, And hence we may perceive, as pro- 


poſed, 


III. To enquire, in the third and laft place 
upon this point, what it was that gave 


ſuch merit and efficacy to the death of 
Jxsus CHRIST. — To which we muſt anſwer, 


that it was its being ſo agreeable to the will 


of God, and fo requiſite for accompliſhing 
his benevolenr deſigns in behalf of men. 
Had it not been for this, the greateſt of 
his ſufferings and performances would have 


yielded no advantage either to himfelf, or 
a „„ ä to 
Heb. v. 7. Mark xiv. 36. 


Death of Te fur Chri ”Y 247 


i 


to us. It was Gop that raiſed him up, and 
endowed him with all his offices, gifts, and 
' powers*,' to act for our ſalvation, IxEsus 
aſſumed no honour to himſelf, but in con- 
ſequence of the Divine vocation. Though 
no ſtranger even from his early years” to the 
great work he was- deſ 
did not haſtily or premature 
but remained in humble obſcurity at Naza- 
reth, till the time arrived that GOD ſhould 
ſend him forth. When he manifeſted him- 
ſelf publicly, it was in the name and autho- 
rity of his Father“, and with a conſtant 
avowal that he came from him to do his 
will“. His doctrine, he declared, was not 
his own, but his who ſent him; and he 
ſpake not of himſelf, but as the Father 
taught him. In like manner, his miracles 
or mighty works were done by the Father, 
who dwelt in him“, even by the Spirit and 
Finger of Gop*; and of himſelf he did 
nothing. And abt only by his preaching 
and miracles, but by every part of his con- 
duct, he glorified the Father, and finiſhed 
the work which he had given him to do“. 
Particularly in the ſufferings endured by him, 
Acts ii. 36. Chap. iii. 22. Luke iv. 18. Heb. v. 4, 5. 
Luke ii. 49. * John v. 49. ®* Verſe 30. Chap. vi. 38. 
Chap. iv. 34 John xiv, 24. © Chap. viii. 28. Verſe 26. 
Chap. xii. 49. 4 John xiv. 10. Matth. xii. 28. 
Luke xi. 20. f John viii, 28. 8 John xvii. 4. 
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he followed exactly the Father's inſtructions. 
For he did not court affliction, as ſome miſ- 


taken men have done, or plunge himſelf in- 
to it raſhly, and without cauſe. He gave 
no unneceſſary provocation to his enemies. 
He rebuked their vices, and bore witneſs 
to tha truth, as the duty of his miniſtry re- 
quired him to do; and when that excited 
their malice, he avoided its effects on ſeveral 
occaſions, and did not deliver himſelf up in- 


to their hands till his Hour was come; that 
is, till he had performed every thing neceſ- 


ſary to be done by himſelf in perſon, for 
manifeſting and confirming his heavenly 
miſſion. Then he embraced the croſs, not 
without a natural reluctance indeed, but 
at the ſame time with a determined reſolu- 
tion to fulfil the Father's will, and to be 
faithful in all things to him that appointed 
him. And as his whole life was a ſacrifice 


of duty and obedience to the Father, ſo in 


an eſpecial manner was his death; for, he 
did always i thoſe things that pleaſed him; he 


kept his commandments, and abode in his lawe*:; 


and his Father loved him, becauſe he laid Savin | 
his life that he might take it up again. Now 


_ theſe things may ſuffice for illuſtrating the 


firſt propoſition above mentioned; and from | 
them we Ip learn, . 


I, "Than 
eds © iii. 2, 1 John viii. £6. b Clap xy. 10. ü Chap. x. 17, 
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1. Tuar the free and eſſential Saban 
of Gop, was the ſource of our ſalvation by 
CHRIST, as well as of our firſt creation. 
Had not Gop been good, we ſhould never 


have received a being; and had he not been 


gracious and compaſſionate, he would never 


have continned our race, far leſs reſtored us 


to the hope of everlaſting happineſs, after 
we had, by our diſobedience, forfeited all 
pretenſions to it. And what was it but his 
_ own goodneſs and grace that moved him, 
before our creation, to provide a remedy for 


us, when we ſhould have expoſed ourſelves . 


to the juſt penalties of his holy law? It has 
been ſaid, that the death of CurisT was the 
ground of the divine mercy ; but it may be 
more truly ſaid, that the divine mercy was the 
ground and reaſon of it, Let Gop's eternal 


- goodneſs be for ever celebrated; for, of him, 
and through him, and to him, are all e 8 


to whom be glory for ever, Amen. 


_ : 


2. WE may learn further from the doctrine 


above explained, that it is obedience and ſub- 
miſſion to the will of Gop which can alone 


conduce to our moral perfection, and our 
ſupreme happineſs. We have each of us our 


place and ſphere of action marked out to us 


by the Sovereign Ruler of the univerſe, and 


2 


* 


n 
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a anc given us to do, as our Bleſſed Sa- 
VIOUR had. There are many who live in 
the world only to themſelves, without any 
regard to the divine will. Gd is not in all 

their thoughts", There are others who have 
| ſeen fit to deviſe religious obſervances for 
themſelves, beyond Gop's will, and without 
any authority from him, though with a view 
no doubt to gain'a greater {hare of his favour. 
But, wwho hath required this at your hands"? 
' ſaith the Lorp.''* Did ye theſe things at all 
* unto me? They were ſingular, it may be, 
and ſplendid, and attracted the notice and 
applauſe of men ; but were they really good 
and dutiful?“ Theſe queſtions ſhould be 
anſwered by us coolly, and to the ſatisfation 

of our own: conſciences: - For whatever we 
do or ſuffer in religion, for our own pleaſure 
merely, and out of that order and ſubordi- 
nation which Gop' hath preſcribed to us, is 
not only vain and uſeleſs, but hurtful. To 
expoſe. ourſelves to trials, or endure afflic- 
tions which we can innocently avoid, he 
does not require us. If we do ſuch things 

_ notwithſtanding, it is will-worſhip and ſelf- 
ſeeking, which 'can yield us nothing but 
greater diſgrace and miſery, But a ſteady 
adherence to God's will in the practice of 
ae and nichersuſaeſt, as waunght in his 


law, 


* 


„ 1 us 


re 
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law, this ke peremptorily requires, though 
it ſhould coſt us every thing elſe that is dear 
to us, not excepting our lives ; and without 
this, he will never own us for his children.— 

It 2905 ve: inferred from What has been ſaid, 
30 bs the third ds: that it never was the 
intention of Almighty God to ſave men by 
what is called a covenant of works, without 
grace; and for this plain reaſon, becauſe the 
thing is impracticable for ſuch creatures as 
we are. By it our firſt parents themſelves 
were not ſaved. If we could have attained 


to eternal happineſs by our own perfect obe- | 
dience to the law of God, there would have 


been no need of the death or mediation of 
CHRIST; as the Apoſtle lays, , rightcouſneſs 
come by the law, then Chrift is dead in wvam”, 


The law of God cannot exact leſs from 2 


reaſonable and moral creature, than perfect 
obedience ; nor allow of any tranſgreſſion; : 
of which, in every inſtance, death is the 


penalty. But the Supreme Lawgiver deter- 


mined from the beginning, to mitigate in 


our favour* the rigour of law*; to make al- 
lowance for Tome error and imperfection, 


and 


Gul. ii. 21. q Prat. Ciii. 13, 14. 


„Gon abates of his own right, that the condition of 
© man may not be forlorn. Where there is a right, there is 
© a power to moderate and abate of that right, yea to part 

with 
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and to accept of repentance and Gncere obe- 
dience, inſtead of ſinleſs perfection. This 
was always God's method of ſaving men, 
though the Goſpel alone hath clearly re- 
vealed it. By the doctrine of the New 
* Teſtament, ſays Mr Locke f, there is one 
and the fame rule of rectitude ſet to the 
actions of all mankind, Jews, Gentiles, and 
Chriſtians; and the failing of a complete 
obedience to it, in every tittle, makes a man 
unrighteous, the conſequence of which is 
death. But all ſhall be ſaved from death 
who believe in JxsUs CHRIST, and fin- 
. cerely endeavour after righteouſneſs, tho“ 
they do not attain unto it, their faith be- 
ing accounted to them for Aenne 
Rom. 1 iii. 19.—24. N 1 


n wm a m o ma — ⸗ n 


4. Lonly add one ching more upon the 
point before us, which is, That the indulgent 
goodneſs of Gop, now mentioned, is not. de- 
ſigned to furniſh a pretext for our remiſſneſs 

and floth, much leſs to encourage us in fin, 
It can hive no fuck effect on any upright and 
ingenuous mind, or any mind that is not 
9925 much cepraved. We are capable, by 

proper 
© with it, if we pleaſe. Any man may take leſs than bis right, 
© may pardon upon any ſatis faction, upon no ſatisfaction. 


Je all Ay we have this right, and will we deny i it to » Gop?' 
Whichcot's Aphori ;/ms. | | 


I + ce his Note on Rom, ii, 26. 
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proper exertions, of making proficiency in 
virtue and goodneſs; and while we keep the 
higheſt ſtandard of perfection in our view, 
and aim at it continually, we ſhall attain to 
greater excellence than we could have done 
by forming ourſelves upon a more imperfect 
model. It ſhould be our care to avoid ſin 

in every kind and degree; or if we are over- 
taken with a fault, more or leſs, to recover 
ourſelves from it as ſpeedily as poſlible. 
Our noble ambition {ſhould be, not only to 
do good works, but to abound therein; to 
fland perfect and complete im all the will of 
| God", and to have our hearts eftablifhed un- 
blameable in holineſs before him. The Law 
of Gop never appeared in ſo great purity 
and perfection, as ir does in the Goſpel of 
his Grace; where we are taught, that for 
every degree of goodneſs which we attain, 
there is prepared a ſuitable degree of glory 
and happineſs ; and every tranſgreſſion and 
diſobedience alſo, ſhall receive a juſt re- 
compence of reward. Without a faithful 
endeavour to fulfil Gop's Law in its utmoſt - 
extent, we cannot approve ourſelves ſincere 
in his ſervice ; but with it, though we have 
come ſhort and offended in many things, he 
will graciouſly account and treat. us as holy 
and . and irreproveable 1 in his fight ©, 

* Such, 


. Col. iv. 12. * x Theſſ. iii. 13. © Col. i. 22. 


254 A radial Eſay on A 1 


* Such, O ern, may I thy ſervant zealouſ- 
© ly ſtrive to be!—and for that end, may 1 
© abide with thee, in every condition thou 
art pleaſed to aſſign me; never going out 
of thy way, either to ſhun afflictions, or 
© to invite them. It was thus that thy dear 
© Son proceeded here below, in fulfilling 
* the eternal purpoſes of thy mercy toward 
men: thus he lived, and laboured, and 
_ © ſuffered, and died; and it is only by con- 
* curring in the ſame heavenly deſigns, ac- 
* cording to the grace given unto me, that 
I can hope, or that I defire, to find at 
length, through him, a welcome entrance 
into the kingdom, which Thou, O bounti- 
* ful Author of my being! haſt prepared for 
good men, from the foundation of the 
world. Amen, . 


C 


* 


Ge. 


_ 


* 


Lr us now proceed to ſhew, 


| Ce or : SECT, IL. 
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SECTION II. 


THAT the perfect obedience of CuRIST 


in his death, being fo highly acceptable to 


Gop his Father, was by him very wiſely 
made a reaſon for extending mercy to per- 


ſons not otherwiſe entitled to it, or for grant- - 


ing ſinners the means of repentance, and 
the benefit of pardon in every caſe where- 
in thoſe means ſhould prove ſucceſaful. 


W have 1 fon, at the merit of | 
all that Cur1sT did and ſuffered for us on 
earth, aroſe from irs being ſo entirely agree- 


able to the will of Gop, and ſubſervient to 
the purpoſes of his goodneſs towards men, 
In this ſection we ſhall, I truſt, be enabled 
to ſee, in part at leaſt, how that merit re- 
dounds, through the mercy of Gop, to our 
good ; and what benefits we do, or may re- 
ceive from Gor, on account of the perfect 


| obedience of his dear Son, and for his $ Rs: 


Tur men are FRAY V7. of receiving good 
as well as evil, both in reſpect of their bodies 


and their ſouls, through the means of their 
fellow men, and on their account, is a mat- 


ter of daily experience: Every one feels it, 
ee the whole courſe of his life. Al- 
5 * 
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mighty Gop, who is inviſible, over-rules and 
directs all things; but he generally employ- 
eth viſible agents in this world, to execute all 
his purpoſes, whether of mercy, or of judge- 
ment, That he ſhould fave men, therefore, 
by the Man CHRIST JEsus, is no way un- 
ſuitable to the eſtabliſhed order of his Provi- 
_. dence; and yet this procedure, on which is 

founded the whole Goſpel, hath not eſcaped | 
oppoſition and cenſure among men. That 
the righteouſneſs and interceſſion of IEsus 
CurisT ſhould . procure any divine benefits 
to us, of which we are unworthy, hath been 
thought ſtrange and unaccountable; and 
great objections have been raiſed againſt it, 
as inconſiſtent with the Divine perfections 
and government: For thus they argue, If 
this or the other benefit be in itſelf fit to 
| © be granted, God will certainly grant it, 
without the righteouſneſs or interceſſion of 
any one whatever; and if it be not fit to 
be granted, no credit or intereſt which any 
being can have with God, will avail to ob- 
© tain it” The argument has ſome Plauſi- 
wn dy in it, and deſerves attention. 


R W #S 


PP bigbly concerns us to be perſuaded on 
good grounds, that Gop's ways are equal; 
and it may help to ſet this matter in a elear 


WS 8 805 if we conſider, . how the caſe 


ſtands, 


1 


Deatb of Teſus Chbriſt. 257 


ſtands, according to Holy Scripture, with 
regard to ordinary men; and, 20, how 


it ſtands with regard 70 our Lozn Jesus 
ane | 5 


L Let us firſt Kh the happy :nfln- 


ence of true piety and virtue in. ordinary 


men, for procuring divine bleſſings to o- 
thers, as well as themſelves, and to perſons 
leſs worthy than they; a ſubject which will 


be very uſeful, both to illuſtratè the great 


chriſtian doctrine concerning the meFts and 
interceſſion of CHRIST, and ro confirm the 


credibility of it, by thewing its analogy to 
What hath often happened, and does happen 
in the common courſe of Providence. Now, 


in handling this point, it will be proper, 


| firſt, to aſcertain the fact, that ſinners often 


receive from God very valuable benefits, 
which would not otherwiſe be granted to 
them, on account of the righteouſneſs of good 
men : /econdly, to point out the bounds or 


limits of this grace; and, th:rdly, to enquire 
into the moral purpoſes' which are ſerved by 


this procedure of Divine Providence. As ta 
the firſt of theſe, | 


1½, Wr may lay it down for a certain 


truth, that God Almighty always does what 
is fitteſt and Heſs neither inflicting paniſh- 
R | : ment, 
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ment, nor conferring benefits, but where 
there is a proper reaſon for it. But there 
may be reafons for conferring benefits, be- 
fides the merit, or worth, or acceptableneſs 
of thoſe who receive chem; ; and very good 
reaſons too: If there were not, what would 
become of mankind? To thoſe who have 
tranſgreſſed the commandments of God, no 
benefits are due from him, ſtrictly ſpeaking, 
at all; ſuch perſons being veſſels of wrath, 
rather than of mercy. If any benefits be 
granted to them, therefore, or if their day of 
grace be prolonged, it muſt be for ſome other 
reaſon than becauſe they are worthy of them, 
or have acquired a right to them. And for 
the chief and primary reaſon of granting be- 
nefits in theſe caſes, we muſt look to the pure 
mercy and compaſſion of God, who is good 
to the evil and unthankful, and is not will- 
ing that any ſhould periſh. But another 
cauſe of them, through his gracious and wiſe 
appointment, may be the good behaviour of 
other perſons ſome way allied to theſe offen- 
ders; which he is pleaſed to admit as a rea- 
ſon for beſtowing on the latter, though ill 
deſerving, all ſuch favours as tend to reclaim 
them, to bring them to repentance, and ren- 
der them objects of divine forgiveneſs.— And 
in this way, even thoſe who prove finally 


: enten may be ſpared for a longer time, 
/ and 
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and have ampler means of repentance allow= 
ed them, than was otherwiſe to be expected; 
by which, however, their impenitence, being 
perſiſted in, will be necetlarily rendered more 
inexcoſsble. 


IT is not meant that the righteouſneſs and 
obedience of good men can be in any caſe 
the only reaſon for God's ſhewiing mercy to 
the unworthy, much leſs that it is needed to 
make him merciful; but only that it may be 
one reaſon or motive with him, for exerciſ- 
ing, in particular caſes, that mercy which is 
eſlential to his Being. If he were without 
mercy, nothing could prevail with him to 
be propitious to ſinners, not even their deep- 
eſt repentance. But placability and good- 
neſs *, which are the glory of his nature, a 
love of righteouſneſs, and a deſire of pro- 
moting it among men, may induce him, in 
the government of this world, to ſuffer even 
the imperfect virtue and holineſs of ſome to 
redound to the good of others who are more 
deficient in theſe qualities, or deſtitute of 
them; and may be graciouſly and wiſely ſuſ- - 
tained 1 him as a reaſon for extending 
4 kindneſs, 
3 placabillry be an excellency here below, it is by | 
©. derivation: from above, is originally there, and ſo more 
_ © abundantly : For, what is by imitation and participation, 
© muſt be leſs where it is eee ily, than where | it is 1 5 
* manily,” 1d. ibid. | | | 
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8 lan and g towards 
them, in order to their amendment. But 
another, and a principal reaſon for ſuch pro- 
ceedings, is always his own goodneſs and 
mercy; for the ſake of which, he bears with 
ſinners, and ſhews them kindneſs, as well as 
for the ſake of other perſons more worthy 
than they. I, even I am he that blotteth out 
thy tranſgreſſi ons for mine own ſake, ſaid God 
to his ancient people, and will not remember 


thy fins *. 


Bur, however it be accounted for, we 
know certainly from many Scripture proofs 
and examples, that ſinful men have often 
received very valuable benefits, which they 
had no title to on their own account, not 
only through the inſtrumentality, but on ac- 
count of the virtue of others. Thus Laban 
the Syrian learned by experience, that the Lord 
had bleſſed him for Jacob's Jake *. And. when 
| Joſeph was made overſeer in the houſe of 
Potiphar, from that time forth the Lord bleſſed 
the Egyptian's houſe for Joſeph's ſake*. When 
Solomon declined to idolatry in the latter 
part of his life, God threatened that he would 
rend the kingdom from him, and give it to 
his ſervant. Nevertheleſs, adds he, in thy 
5 Iwill not do it, Fa David thy father's 
| „ Jake. 


© Th uh 25. 5 Gen. Xxx. 27. Chap. xxxix. 5. 
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fake : but I will rend it out of the hand of thy 
fon. Howbeit, I will not rend away all the 


kingdom : but will give one tribe to thy ſon, for 


David my ſervant s Jake, and for Feruſalem's 
fake which I have choſen, In like manner, 
the ancient Iſraelites are often reminded by 
Moſes, that Gop had ſo eminently diſtin- 


guiſhed them above all other people, not on 
account of their own righteouſneſs, but for 


the love he bore to their illuſtrious anceſtors “. 


Only the Lord had delight in thy Fathers, ſays 
he, to love them, and to chooſe their ſeed after 


them, even you above all people, as it is this 
day. And are we not all of us gainers at 


this day, by the faith and righteouſneſs of 


Abraham, and the fulfilment of that grand 
_ promiſe, that in his /eed ſhould all the 1 
of the carth be bleſſed *? 


 Uron the ſame principle is founded the 


efficacy of the-prayers of good men, and of 


the interceſſions whfch they offer up for ſin- 
ners. When the Iſraelites murmured at the 
report of the ſpies ſent to view the promiſed 


land, and Gop was provoked at them, Moſes 
prayed for them, ſaying, Pardon, O Lord, 1 


bBeſcech thee ! the iniquity of this people, accord- 
| 1. to thy great erer, and as thou haſt forgiven 


. ä 


4 1 Kings xi. 12, 13. Deut. ix, 4, Ke. f Chap. X, 15. 


Gen xxl. 17, 18. 
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this people from Egypt even until now, And the 
Lord ſaid, I have pardoned according to thy 


word. And when they had finned in the af- 


fair of the golden calf, the ſame Mediator en- 
deavoured by his interceſſion to make atone- 
ment for them, and in part ſucceeded. He 


ſtood. before him in the breach, ſays the Pſalmiſt, 
to turn away his wrath, left he ſhould 1 | 


them. The prophet Samuel, at the requeſt 
of the children of Iſrael, cried unto the LORD 
for them, when they were about to engage 
in battle with the Philiſtines, and the Lord 
heard him. And in the time of a great 
drought and ſcarcity in the land of Iſrael, 
El: 525 prayed, and the heavens gave rain, and 
the earth brought forth her fruit ®, So true it 
is, that the fervent prayer of a f ene 8 man 
availeth mucho. 


Marv other e might be produced; 
but theſe are ſufficient to ſhew that Gop is 
pleaſed to have reſpeA*unto the piety and 
obedience of his ſervants ; and, on their ac- 
count, to beſtow, in many caſes, important 
benefits on thoſe who are yet in a ſtate of 
enmity with him. But, fo far is this from 
being wanted to give him a merciful diſpo- 


ſition, or extorting from him che exerciſe of 


mercy 


| * Numb. xiv. 19, 20. bd xxxii. 30,—34- * Pſal. evi. 23. 


g x Sam. vii. 9. 11 Kings xviii. 24. James v, 16, 


% a bo 3s — 
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mercy e that nothing is more a- 
greeable to him, than to find good men, who 


endeavour, by their interceſſions with him, 


as well as other means, to ſtay the execution 
of his vengeance upon ſinners. The Prophet 
Ezekiel repreſents him anxiouſly looking a- 


bout for ſuch men among a degenerate peo- 


ple, and much diſappointed when they can- 
not be found. 7 /ought for a man among them, 


{aid Gop, that ſhould make up the hedge; and 


tand in the gap before me for the land, that I 


ſhould not deſtroy it; but I found none. What 


a lovely idea does this give us of our Al- 
mighty Governour ! Truly the Lord is flow 
to anger, and of great mercy; loth to come 
ro extremities even with his bittereſt enemies, 
. though he could cruſſi them in a moment; 

and glad to lay hold on any plauſible reaſon, 
if we may ſay fo, for delaying judgement *, 


which is his frange work*., Haw ſhall I give. 


tots up, Ephraim? ſaid he with inimitable 


R 1 | . tanden⸗ | 


0 Ezek. xx, 30. o Ifa, xxviii. 21. 


* © Puniſhment has in it the notion of a remedy, and 


has the place of a mean, not of an end. Now, as no 


© more of a mean is to be deſigned than what is neceſſary 


* to the end, and a mean is confiderable only as it has re- 
© lation to the end, therefore if the ſinner repent, there 


© can be no neceflity for puniſhment, for the end is ob- 
* tained without it; and there is nothing in puniſhment 


© ſave as a mean, in which Gop can take content. Which- 
. #811 Aphoriſms. | 
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tenderneſs : how hall I deliver thee, Iſrael? 
how ſhall I make thee as Admah? how ſhall I 
ſet thee as Zeboim? Mine heart is turned with- 
m me, and my repentings are kindled together * . 
At the interceſhon of Abraham, Gop was 
willing to ſpare Sodom, if but ten righteous 
perſons could have been found in it ©. And 


in the caſe of Jeruſalem, he comes i lor 


Run ye to and fro through the ſtreets of Feruſa- 


lem, and fee now and know, and ſeek in the 


broad places thereof, if ye can find a man, if 
there be any that executeth judgement, and ſeel- 
eth the truth, and I will pardon it. There 
are inſtances too, where GOD having Pr 
viouſly reſolved ro grant pardon to finners, 
doth yet direct them to ſeek it from him by 
the interceſſions of good men, who were 
known to them ; which was undoubtedly a 
powerful recommendation of ſuch charaQers 


to their eſteem and imitation. He ſhall pray 


for thee, and thou ſhalt live*, ſaid Go to 
Abimelech, ſpeaking of Abraham. And to 
the friends of Job, My Jervent Job fall Prey 


1 


IN 8 it ſeems 1 to be an eſtabliſhed le 
of the divine government to avert evils which 
are deſerved, and confer bleſſings on ſuch as 

| 85 are 


Hof. $3. 8. Gen. xvili. 32. Jer. v. 1. Gen. xx: 7. 


o ob xlii. 8, 


* 
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are leſs worthy and acceptable to Gop, part- 
ly at the inſtance and for the ſake of thoſe 
who are more in favour with him. And 
ſomething very ſimilar to this happens daily _ 
among men : For we often do a kindneſs to 
one, or forbear puniſhing him, not for his 
own ſake, but for the fake af: others with 
whom he 1s connected, and whom we eſteem 
for their worth, or love for their friendſhip 
to us, or othereeidh reſpet. So David ſpared 
Nabal, at the interceſſion of Abigail”; and 
enquired if any was left of the houſe of Saul, 
that he might ſhew him kindneſs for Jong 
than's ſake”; and conferred favours on Chim- 

ham, for the ſake of his father Barzillai *. 

And, ſays St Paul to the Corinthians, VI 
forgave any thing —jfor your ſakes forgave I it, 
in the fight of Chrift'. When a poor man aſks 
alms of you for the ſake of Gop, or of 
CkRIST, he does not ſet himſelf forth as an 


object of your eſteem, or even of your com- 


paſſion conſidered in himſelf; but he addreſſes 
the principle of religion which he ſuppoſes to 
be in you, and endeavours to intereſt you in 
his favour from a regard to, your Creator 


and Redeemer. Thus far for aſcertaining 
the fact. But, 


249, 


1 Sam. xxv. 32. Y 2 Sam, ix. 1. 2 Sam. xix. 38. 
2 Cor. ii. 10. : | 


* 
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 2dly, Tuls grace of Gop, extended to the 
wicked for the ſake of the righteous, hath 
certain bounds and limits aſſigned to it by 
infinite wiſdom, beyond which it cannot go: 
For there are caſes where the righteouſneſs 
and prayers of good men, are not of any a- 
vail with God in behalf of ſinners. Such 
was the caſe of the Sodomites when Abra- 
ham interceded for them: and ſuch was the 
condition of Iſrael, when Ezekiel proteſted, 
Though theſe three men, Noah, Daniel, and Job, 
were in i, they ſhould deliver but their own ſouls 
by their righteouſneſs, ſaith the Lord God. The 
Iſraelites were then too corrupt and abomi- 
nable to admit of any interceſſion in their 

behalf. So alſo Gop ſpeaks to the Prophet 
Jeremiah, Pray not for this people, neither lift 
up cry nor prayer for them, nor make interceſſion 
to me, for I will not hear thee. And again, 

Pray not for this people, for their good. Nay, 

adds he, Though Moſes and Samuel flood before 
me, yet my mind could not be towards this people; 
caſt them out of my ſight ©, 


Warren finners remain obſtinate and in- 
corrigible in their evil ways, they cannot be 
benefited by any righteouſneſs of others, or 

any interceſſions of the righteous in their 


£7 behalf 3 becaule 1 it is not fit or e in itſelf 


: 3 1 „ it 
2 Ezek. xiv. 148 * Jer. vii. 16. 8 Chap. xiv. 11. © © Chap. xv. T. 
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that fach ſhould be pardoned, or always 
ſpared: it is inconſiſtent with wiſe and good 
government. And as above obſerved, no 
worth or interceſſion of any perſon whatever, 
can move GOD ALMIGHTY to do what is 
improper and unfit to be done; though it 
may induce him to grant benefits which are 
not due, and which, without ſuch a reaſon 

for granting them, would have been with- 
held. The only inſtances in which good men 
can ſerve the bad, are either with regard to 
temporal things, or with regard to ſuch ſpi- 
ritual benefits as tend to convert and reclaim 
them. But if they reſiſt the means of grace, 
and fruſtrate all the endeavours which are 
uſed for bringing them to repentance, they 
muſt at length inevitably periſh. In vain 
ſhall ſinners who continue impenitent, rely 
on the merits and interceſſion of righteous 
men for their ſalvation. The terms of our 
acceptance with Gop, are fixed otherwiſe. 
It is the decree of Heaven, ſupremely wiſe 
and equitable, that every man ſhall be judged 
at laſt according to his works, and that wrath 
Pall be upon every foul of man that doth evil“. 

The Jews might perſuade themſelves, that 
having Abraham for their father, would ex- 
cuſe them from the duties of repentance *; 
but it was a fatal error, vehemently combat- 
2h, | | | ed 


4 Rom. i. 9. © Matth, iii. 
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ed 4 expoſed, in their hearing, by the di- 
vine forerunner of our LORD. Says the 
Apoſtle John, F any man ſee his brother fin a 
fin which is not unto death, he ſhall aſk (or pray 
to God and be ſhall give him life for them 
thet fn n not unto death. There is a ſin unto death 
(that is, an obſtinate, preſumptuous, incur- 
able fin) 7 do not ſay that he ſhall pray for it *. 
And why indeed ſhould any one pray for the 
pardon of a fin which is perſiſted in, and not 
Tepented of? That would be to pray againſt 
a decree of Gob, known to be fixed and un- 
alterable. But ſince it is not for us to know 
what particular ſinners ſhall remain finally 
impenitent, we ought not to deſpair of thoſe 
who may ſeem to be the moſt hardened, nor 
to forbear praying for them, unleſs forbidden 
by an extraordinary revelation. Who were 
ever more hardened to appearance, than the 
unbelieving Jews, in St Paul's time? Yet this 
great Apoſtle ſays, My heart's defire and prayer 
to God for Iſrael is, that they might be ſaved. 
And as good men ought not to deny finhers 
the benefit of their prayers, that they may 
be brought to repentance, ſo they ſhould a- 
long with this, uſe every other means in their 
power, like the ſame benevolent Apoſtle, for 
bringing them to repentance ; this, being the 
only radical cure of their miſery, and the 
* 


f 1 John v. 16. 858 4 Rom. X. Is, 


4 Þ *% - 
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andy” efſeQual method to prevent cheir final | 


condemnation. 


Zally, Tr we now enquire into the ends and 
purpoſes which are ſerved by this procedure 
of Divine Providence, we ſhall find them to 
be great and valuable, and altogether worthy 
of the righteous Governour of the univerſe. 
Some of them are thele following: 


1. By this conduct, Gop appears in his 
glory, as a rewarder of them that diligently 
ſeek him, as the friend and patron of virtue, 
which is thus ſhewn to be of all things the 
moſt precious in his eyes; ſince he makes even 
the imperfect virtue which is to be found 


among men, a ſource of bleſſedneſs, not to 


its immediate owners only, but to others 
alſo who are eſtranged from it. So much 
does he value it, and ſo defirous is he to 
promote it among men, that for its ſake he 
bears long with the wickedneſs of the un- 
godly, and extends favour to them which 
they had no reaſon to expect. The happi- 


neſs of its votaries he encreaſes, by ſuffering 


their piety to overflow to the good of all 
with whom they are connected, or for whom 


they intereſt themfelves. He is pleaſed to 


accept of it at their hands, both on their 
own behalf, and in ſome fort too as the price 


of 
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of benefits beſtowed on the undeſerving. | 
No ſacrifice prevails with him like the obe- 
dience of his reaſonable creatures. It is for 
the ſake of the righteous that he preſerves 
and governs the world : all events are over- 
ruled for their final happineſs; : and to them 
the wicked, who often uſe them ill, are in- 
debted under God, for the lengthening of 
their tranquillity, nay for their converſion 
and ſalvation, if ever pen be happy enough 

to attain it. TOO 15 


2. ANOTHER advantage of this Divine 
procedure is, that by it ſinners are often in 
fact converted, even great ſinners; and from 
being objects of wrath, become objects of 
mercy. And perhaps there are few, if any 
of the ſaints, who do not owe their ſalva- 
tion more or leſs to this grace. The beſt 
will moſt readily acknowledge their obliga- 
tions to the Divine patience, —But as to ſin- 

ners, the caſe is plain, God waits longer for. 
their repentance, that he may be gracious to 
them; and affords them more ample ſpace 
and means for repentance, not becauſe they 
merit ſuch favour, but from his own com- 
paſſion, and becauſe they are connected with 
others better than themſelves, And in order 
to promote their converſion, he allows them 
the n of, the W admonitions, ; 
| examples, 
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examples, and interceſſions of righteous men. 
And when theſe, or other means, prove ef- 
fectual for the converſion of any one ſinner, 
there is joy in Heaven, becauſe a foul is 
ſaved from death. Further, 


3. Tus method of Providence gives new 
life and vigour to the virruous endeavours _ 
of good men, and mightily encourages them 
in all well-doing, that they may be more 
extenſively uſeful, and procure more good to 
others as well as to themſelves, The ſingle 
virtue of benevolence or good will to our 

_ neighbour, if we have any ſhare of it, doth 
thus become a motive to excell in every 
virtue, that it may obtain a higher gratifi- | 
cation to itſelf, which it can only find in 
preventing the miſery, or increaſing the hap- 
pineſs of men, If you with to be indeed a 
bleſſing to others, you muſt ſtudy to be ac- 
ceptable to God, by having a due reſpect to 
all his commandments; and in vain do you 
profeſs to be a lover of mankind, and a 
friend to your country, while you are pro- 

fane and irreligious, and undutiful to your 

Creator, You are more likely to bring mi- 
ſery on thoſe who are near you, than to ren 
dier chem _— real ens | | 


4. HERNER 


SD | 
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1 
4. HENCE it follows, in the fourth place, 
that this is a noble way of producing worthy 
examples for the imitation of others, and 
ſetting thoſe examples in a proper point of 


view; ſince the beſt characters will thus be 


placed in the moſt conſpicuous light, and 
endowed with the power of doing greater 


good: and every one who ſees or hears. of 


them, will be naturally diſpoſed to emulate 


'their virtnes; eſpecially thoſe who have- ex- 


perienced the happy effects of their benevs- 
e 1 oaly u further, 


8 Tuar this condudt of eee ſerves 
to connect human ſociety more cloſely to- 
gether, and to increaſe among men the ſenſe 
of mutual obligation and dependence; for 


it. is manifeſt that Gop intends us all to be 


inſtrumental in promoting the happineſs of 
one another, not only by our charitable 
wiſhes, defigns, and works, but likewiſe by 
our 1ntereſt with Heaven, when we act 
worthily ; and therefore we are commanded 
to pray for Kings, and thoſe in authority 
over us, for the Miniſters of religion, for 


friends, for enemies, for all men. Sinners, 
in the time of their calamity, look up to the 


righteous as their ſaviours, and ſeek an in- 
tereſt in their prayers, when they cannot pray 


for themſelves: And che righteous are either 
eee | 
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ſucceſsful in promoting the converſion of ſin- 
ners, or elſe have their own virtues puritied 
and improved by the contradiction and ill 
uſage they receive from them. Many are 
the advantages ſuited to a probationary ſtate, 
which reſult both to the righteous and the 


wicked, from their living mingled rogether 


in ſociety, as chey do here below. 


II is true, as ſinners are greatly benefited 
in this world by means of the righteous, 


and for their ſake; ſo it often happens like- 


wiſe, that the innocent and virtuous ſuffer: 
through the malignity of finners, and on 


their account, and ſometimes. even in their 
ſtead. Not to ſpeak of perſecutions for right- 
eouſneſs ſake, one great malefactor ſhall be 


capable of doing incredible miſchief to a 


whole nation; and, till his crimes be expiat- 


ed, many ene {hall ſuffer for his ſake, 


Thus we read, that for Achan's treſpaſs, 
wrath fell on all the congregation of Jjrael, and 
that man: periſhed not alone in his miquity*. 


The ſin of David alfo, in numbering the 


people without orders, occaſioned the death 
of ſeventy thouſand: of them by a plague, 
Public and national judgements commonly 


involve the good and bad in one undiſtin- 


guiſhed ruin. And does not the ſecond 
o foſh. Xii. 20. l Sam. Ai. 
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commandment threaten what has been often 


verified, in the hiſtory of mankind, the viſit- 


ing of the 1niquities of the Fathers pos the 


| Corn "7. . 10 


Wirn regard to this we only obſerve, 
that all the evils and inconveniences which 
the wicked are able to bring on the right- 
eous, are only of a temporal kind; whereas 
the, benefits accruing to ſinners from the 
righteous, are both temporal 'and eternal. 
Then, though innocent perſons ſuffer on 
account of the wicked, yet it is the wicked 
alone who are ounithen; even in theſe ſuf- 
ferings of the righteous, So the fins of 
parents are puniſhed in the calamities in- 
flicted on their innocent offspring, and the 
crimes of a Prince are puniſhed in the dimi- 
nution of his people. The condemning of 


innocent perſons to ſuffer in place of the 


guilty, is a diſorder which hath rarely hap- 


pened, except through error of judgement. 


It is related indeed of the Emperor Nero, 


that he raiſed a cruel perſecution againſt the 


Chriſtians at Rome, by accuſing them of 
ſetting fire to that city; a crime of which 
he was himſelf moſt probably the author. 


But ſuch a violent perverſion of juſtice 


dons e its ſhould ſeem, have been 
PR thought 
® Deli majorum immeritus lues. Her. . 
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thought of, even by that monſter of tyran- 
ny, if he had not judged it neceſſary for his 
own defence. But whatever be the imme- 
diate occaſion of natural evil, or ſuffering, 
it produces the ſame effect to thoſe who 
are properly exerciſed thereby, which is to 
improve their piety and virtue. And per- 
ſons may be ſometimes reſtrained from ſin 
for the ſake of others, who would not be re- 
ſtrained from it on their own account. But 
theſe are only a few hints ſuggeſted by the 
bye, which do not properly belong to our 
| ſubject. We proceed to 


II. Tur ſecond and principal, thing pro- 
poſed in this Section, namely, to illuſtrate, 
from the above conſiderations, the efficacy 
of CHrIsT's merits and interceſhon with 
_ reſpect to us. This matter will now, I truſt, 
be eaſily underſtood; and by what has been 
ſaid of caſes more familiar, even plain and 
literate minds, if unprejudiced, may be aſ- 
ſiſted to form juſt notions of what they have 
to hope for from Gop, on account of the 
righteouſneſs of his dear and only Son, Next 


| to the mercy of Gop, which is never to be 


forgotten, the benefits of our redemption 
by CarisT flow chiefly from the righteouſ- 
neſs and holineſs of his life; and particu- 
2 85 from the eminent patience, piety, ſub- 
> 04 miſſion, 
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miſſion, and benevolence diſplayed at the 
cloſe of it, -which avail with Gop in favour. 
of "En in the ſame manner as do the 
piety and virtue of good men in general; 
only the effects of ſuch ſingular excellencies 
are proportionally greater, and more exten- 
five :—not to make Gop merciful (I repeat 
it) or induce him to exerciſe mercy in any 
improper caſe;—but by his gracious and 
wiſe appointment, becauſe his mercy is great 
unto the heavens, and he delights to exer- 
ciſe that amiable perfection in every caſe 
where it can be fitly done, and chooſes this 
Way of doing it as moſt proper to reclaim 
offenders, and to promote real' holineſs and 
righteouſneſs among his rational offspring. 
And if the virtue and obedience of men, who 
are compaſſed with infirmities, and ſubject 
to numberleſs imperfections, hath been in 
many caſes fo acceptable to Gopy,' that for 
the ſake of it, he hath declared himſelf will- 
ing to ſhew mercy to ſome who had no title 
to it; to how many more ſinners will he 
extend mercy, and in a larger degree, on ac- 
count of the righteouſnefs of one ſo pe- 
culiarly dear to him as the LoxD JESUS 
CurIsT, who hath exhibited a character of 
unſpotted and conſummate excellence - But 
let us now ſee what authority of Seripritee 


we ee for * ee 
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515 hath been already ſhewn, that as every 
part of our SAvIOUR's life and work was 
moſt acceptable to Gop, ſo the merit of his 
character received its higheſt finiſhing on 
the croſs, where, He gave himſelf” for us, an 
offering, and a ſacrifice of a fweet-ſmelling ſa- 


vour unto Go. Therefore Gop hath graci- 


ouſly made us accepted in the beloved, who of 
ourſelves were unworthy of his acceptance; 
and hath granted us redemption through his 
hood, the forgivens/e of fins, according to the 
riches of his grace", This great benefit we 
obtain, not on our own account, but by our 
relation to him who died for us, and in 
whom GoD is well pleaſed, Faith, repent- 
ance, and obedience to the Goſpel, are in- 
deed abſolutely neceſſary on our part, to 
give us admiſſion into the fellowſhip of the 
Sox of God"; and we are ſometimes ſaid to 
be juſtified by Salt. But the primary, di- 
rect, and efficient cauſes of our juſtification, 
are only to be found in the free grace of 
God, and the abundant favour he has for 
| Sz Ä _— 
u Eph. v. 2. Chap. i, 6 *: Verſe 7. Cor. i, 9. 
Arlt r, redemption, may here, and in many other 
places of the New Teſtament, ſignify the ſame with Haaehes 
propitiation, expiation, or atonement ; eſpecially where it is 
ſaid to be effected by blood, which refers more properly to 
_ expiation than redemption. The fame word in the Hebrew, 


DI, anſwers to both. Redemption i is the buying again of 


a ſlave or captive, by paying a pricy For —_ whereby he 
obtains his liberty. 


* 


— — 
— * 
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his Son, which he is willing ſhould reach in 
ö ſome degree, to all that are connected with 
one ſo dear to him: We are juſtified freely | 
by his grace, through the redemption that is in 
Chrift Feſus, whom God hath ſet forth as a pro- 
piliatory or mercy-ſeat, through faith in his blood, 
to declare (or demonſtrate) his righteouſneſs, by 
the remiſſion of paſt fins, committed in, or during 
the forbearance of God ; to declare, adds the 
Apoſtle, his righteouſneſs at this time, (which 
never was done ſo completely before) that he 
might be juſt, (that is, might appear to be right- 
eous, merciful, and true to his promiſes), and 
; the Fuſtiſier of every one that beheveth in Jeſus ®. 
he If this conſtitution/ demonſtrates the righte- 
ouſneſs of Go, as it certainly does, it likewiſe 
ſhews the great value he puts on the right- 
eouſneſs of CHRIST, and his obedience unto 
death, and how - defirous he is that finners 
may ſhare the benefit thereof in their juſti- | 
fication. Hence CHRIST is the proprtiation * 
lor expiatory victim) for our fins, and for the 
fins 'of the whole world”, provided they be 
. forſaken, His life, in the manner he gave 
or ſpent it, was a ranſom of ſuch value in the 
fight of Gop", that for 1 it he gave life to a 
| periſhing 
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periſhing world, The blood of CHRIS TC 
was precious enough to redeem us; becauſe 
it was as the blood of a lamb, without ble- 
miſh, and without ſpot*, For, He having 
offered himſelf without ſpot unto. God, hath 
obtained eternal redemption for us* or a com- 
plete, final, and everlaſting atonement; aſ- 
ſuring all men, in all ages, who obey the 
Goſpel, of the full remiſſion of ſins. And 
as, for the diſobedience of one, many were, 
without any impeachment of divine juſtice, 
made ſinners, or treated as ſuch, by being 
adjudged to death; fo it is ſtill more agree- 
able, the Apoſtle argues, to the nature and 
will of Gon, that for the obedience of One, 
many ſhould be made righteous, by being re- 
ſtored to life. In ſhort, the worthineſs of 
CHRIST was moſt eminently diſplayed in 
his endeavouring to ſave men at the price 
of his blood”, This is of great eſtimation in | 
the ſight of Gop, who is pleaſed, for the ſake 
of it, to ſhew favour to the unworthy, pro- 
Fidel they turn from their evil ways, and 
5 Join themſelves to the Son of his love, 


MOREOVER, it 1s this goodneſs and piety 
of the SoN of Gop, or his perfect obedience 
and ſubmiſſion to his Father's will in the 
| 0 * N e | 
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greateſt trials, which gives force and efficacy 


to all his intercelions. in behalf of men. Gop 


heareth not ſinners"; but Him he heareth al. 


ways", In the days MX his fleſh, J=svs. pray- 
ed, and was heard, for the Ae of his 


Apoſtles: Holy Father ! keep through thine own 


name thoſe whom thou haſt given me; heep them 
from the evil”, With the like ſucceſs, he pray- 
ed for the Apoſtle peter in particular, that 
his faith might not utterly fail in the great 
trial which he ſaw approaching him“. He 
further prayed for all that ſhould become his 
followers, in all ages, to the end of the world: 

That they all may be one, as thou, F. ather, art in 
| me, and I in thee ; that they alſo may be one in 
us: that the world may believe that thou haſt 


ſent me. He prayed alſo for his enemies, as 


we have ſeen, while they were nailing hun 


to the croſs, and pled their ignorance in ex- 


cuſe for their crime; and his prayer had, 
without doubt, the deſired effect with regard 


to many of them, who afterwards repented. 


— 


But he prayed not * the world”, the repro- 


bate generation of impenitent fines; be- 
cauſe while they continue ſuch, nothing can 
be done for them. | 


| "Zn as  Je8vs BA both for his friends 
and his enemies while he was on earth, ſo 


= he 
| » John ix, 31. * Chap. . 4%» 7 Chap. xvii, 11. 
Luke xxii. 32. John xvi. 21. d Verſe 9. 
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he is now in Heaven a High Prieſt, who ap- 
pears in the preſence of Gop for us*, and 
maketh interceſſion for us *; not merely, we 
may believe, in the general ſenſe of govern- 


ing his church, and ſuperintending all the 


affairs of our ſalvation, but alſo by employ- 
ing his power and favour with the Almighty 
Parent of the univerſe, for the acceptance of 
our imperfect prayers and ſervices, and more 


particularly for procuring us ſpace for re- 


pentance amidſt our manifold provocations, 


and the pardon of our ſins, when we truly 


forſake them. For, as we have no acceſs to 
the Father but through him*, ſo our prayers 
aſcend up before Gop , and are acceptable 
to him only by being joined with the ſweet 
incenſe of CHRIS T's interceſſion. And if any 
man ſin, <ve have an advocate with the Father, 
Jesvs CuRIST the' righteous *, whoſe blood 


| ſpeaketh better things than the blood of Abel. 


Tuus, through Divine mercy, we not 


only obtain good by the inſtrumentality of 


 CnxIsT, but alſo for his ſake. Your fins are 


forgiven you, ſays the Apoſtle, for his Names 


ſale. We are juſtified in, or by the name of 


the Lord Jeſus *.: Not only hath he, by his 


con- 


© Heb. ix, 244 4 Chap. vil. 25. Rom. viii. 24. 
© Fph. ſi. 18. f Rev. viii. 3,4. 1 John ii. 1. 
þ Heb. xii. 24 1 John it. 12. 1 Cor. M 11. 
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conſummate virtue and obedience, acquired 
the power of conferring the moſt important 
benefits on his ſincere followers, (of which 
we ſhall ſpeak afterwards), but that ſame. 
obedience and virtue is exhibired in Scrip- 
ture as a motive and inducement to GoD 
ALMIGHTY to grant theſe benefits; and this 
for the honour of virtue, the encouragement 
of its friends, and the converſion of its ene- 
mies. For, though he is eſſentially merciful, 
and wants nothing to incline him to exerciſe 
mercy in every compaſſionable caſe, yet he 
chooſes to grant both the means of repent- 
ance, and the benefit of pardon, out of re- 

gard to the righteouſneſs of CnrIsT : there- 
by to increaſe the glory and happineſs of his 
Beloved Son; to animate the good in their 
imitation of him; and to teach ſinners, that 
though theſe benefits are freely offered to 
them, they are not to look upon them as 
their due, or as what belong to them of right. 


Bor let it be carefully obſerved here, as 
it was alſo remarked in the former caſe, 
that the holineſs and righteouſneſs of Jesvs 
CHRIST can procure ſubſtantial good to none 
but ſuch as are diſpoſed to improve the grace 
conferred on them through him: It can ſe- 
cure the ſtability of the righteous, only on 


condition of their continued watchfulneſs 
e 1 and 


Death of TFeſus Chrift | 28 3 
and fidelity; and obtain pardon for finners, . 
only by bringing them to repentance. Other- 
ways, none of thoſe who are favoured with 
the Goſpel, can be in the leaſt benefited by 
kim, e | 


Tux parable of the barren fig-tree ſets this 


matter in a clear light',—The lord of the 


vineyard ſeeing it produce no fruit, after a 
long time of care and cultivation, gave or- 
ders that it ſhonld be cut down; for, *why 
cumbereth it the ground? An advocate inter- 
poſes, not againſt the will of the maſter, but 
in a way perfectly agreeable to him, ſaying, 
Lord, let it alone this year alſo, till T ſhall dig 
about it, and dung it; and if it bear fruit, well: 
if not, then after that thou ſhalt cut it down, 
Thus our Lord's interceſſion may avail to 
procure a reſpite for ſinners, and further 
means of repentance, till all proper methods 
be tried for their converſion; and ſuch be- 
nefits may. be granted to thei, partly out of 
reſpect to the worthineſs and excellence of his 
character, and that -heroic virtue diſplayed 
by him in his death; and on the ſame ac- 
count, the pardon of their fins upon repent- 
ance, But neither his interceſſion, nor merits, 
were ever intended to procure pardon to on 
ſtinare a and final i . | 

IT 

|. Lake t 6. | 
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wall I do, that the Father. —_ be e in 
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Ix may not be amiſs to add, that what we 


call merit, in the high ſenſe of the word, 


ſeems to take away, or derogate from the 
grace of Gop; at if the reward were not 
reckoned of grace, but of debt", and there were' 


room for boaſting before God. But, who is 


able abſolutely to make Gop his debtor ? 
Who hath firſt given to him, and it Hall be re- 
chmpen/ed to him again? Certain it is, we are 


not ſaid any- where in the New Teſtament, 


to be ſaved by the merits of CHRIST, but 
always by his obedience, righteouſneſs, blood, 
death, life, &c. that we may never forget the 
free grace or gratuitous favour of Gop rhe 


Father, as the firſt and main cauſe of our ſal- 
vation. Nor are we ever directed in Scrip- 

ture expreſsly, to aſk any thing of Gop for 
Cnxisr's fake, or for his merits, but always 
to aſk in his Name; which, though it ſignify 


that we hope to be heard for his ſake, and 
on account of his merits, yet is not to be con- 


fined to this alone, but implies much more, 


to wit, that we aſk as his diſciples, according 
to his directions, and to the terms of his 


goſpel, and truſting to be aided by his power; 
in ſhort, that we aſk with all the requiſite 


qualifications of acceptable prayer: For, 0 ht 
ever ye ſhall aſk in my Name, ſays CHRIST, that 


the 


m Rom, i iv. 4+ | n o Chap, 5 5 


| Death of Feſus Chrift. 28 5 


the Son. From the whole of what has been 
ſaid in this Section, we may learn, 


1½, To beware of diſparaging moral right- 

_ eouſneſs, and eſpecially to beware of thoſe 
who make it a point of religion to diſparage 
it. Shall we preſume to diſparage what Gop 
eſteems, and what is the fruit of his Holy 
Spirit? Righteouſneſs, we ſee, is acceptable and 
precious in his eyes, and avails with him for 


the procuring of favours and benefits, always 


to thoſe who are poſleſſed of it, and ſome- 


times to others beſide. Nor is this true only 


of the perfect and unſpotted righteouſneſs of 
our LoRD JESUS CHRIST, but proportion- 
ably alſo of the more defective righteouſneſs 
. which is to be found among ordinary men. 


In fact, righteouſneſs including every branch 
of duty, differs in our Bleſſed Lox, and in 


ordinary men, only in the degree of it. In 
him it was complete, and without blemiſh ; 


in all other men, it has a mixture of imper- 


fection. The righteouſneſs of a Noah, a 
Daniel, or a Job, of a Moſes, and Samuel, 
and other ancient worthies, was not without 
its defects; yet Gop was pleaſed to accept 
of it, and to reward it, by beſtowing favours 
not only on theſe perſons themſelves, but on 
others for their ſakes: and ſo it is in all 


other 


S — 


3 John xiv. 13. 
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other caſes in proportion. To truſt. in urs 
elves that we are righteous, and deſpiſe others”, 
is the ſure characteriſtic of bad men. To 
Lo about to eftabli ih our own righteouſneſs © mm 
oppoſition to that which is taught and pre- 
ſcribed by God, is error and folly: And to be 
pufted up with the conceit of our own right- 
eouſneſs, is inconſiſtent, with the real poſſeſ- 
hon of righteouſneſs, humility being eſſential 
to every good character, Nor can- we with- 
out high and criminal preſumption, lay claim 
to eternal lite as nothing more than the due 
reward of our righteouſneſs, —But then, on 
the other hand, to repreſent the beſt things 
that we can do, as equally odious and con- 
tempuble z in the ſight of Gop, with the worſt, 
is falſe and unjuſt 1 in itſelf, and tends to cut 
the finews of virtuous induſtry, by making 
men altogether careleſs about their moral 
conduct. It borders very nearly upon the 
practice of thoſe who call evil good, and good 
evil, and put bitter for ſweet, and ſweet for 
bitter”, Indeed we find men in Scripture 
confeſlin 8, that all their righteouſneſſes are as 
Flthy rags; and a very proper confeſſion it is 
for the ouch of ſinners, of which number 
all men in one ſenſe are; But from thence it 
can never be fairly inferred, that the Tighte- 
ouſneſs of all men without exception, is hate- 
557 | ful 


Luke xviii. 9. 4 Rom. x. 3. * IIa. v. 20. * Chap. Ixiv. 6. 
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ful to GoD, and deſpiſed by him, or that he 


does not make a great difterence between the 
righteous. and the wicked, That the righteous 
' ſhould be as the wicked, that be far from thee, 
Lord ! Shall not the Fudge We all the earth do 
right f But, 


24, bh we ſay, that Gop, in his 
ſupreme wiſdom, is graciouſly pleaſed to let 


the virtue of the righteous redound to the 


benefit of ſinners, and to exterid favour in a 
certain degree to the latter, for the ſake of the 


former; this affords no ground for the Popiſh 


doctrine of ſupererogation, as if it were poſ- 
ſible for any man to be better than he needs 
to be, and to acquire a ſtock of merit for the 
uſe of others, beſide what he has occaſion for 
himſelf. No ordinary man's virtue can come 


up to the purity and rectitude of the Divine 
Law: the obedience of JESUS CHRTISTH him 
ſelf did not exceed it, and how then can ours? 


When we have done all thoſe things which are 


_ commanded us, we are unprofitable ſervants ; we 
Have done that which-was our duty to do. In- 
deed the loweſt degree of virtue may be ſaid 


to have merit in it, compared with vice, and 


will no doubt be properly diſtinguiſhed from 


it by the righteous Judge of all; ſince a cup 


of: cold water given to the mearhf af Chriſt's 
Hock, 


5 Gen xviii. 25. 0 0 Luke xvii. 10. 
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288 A Praftical Eſay on th 
flock, in the name of a diſciple, ſhall in nowiſe loſe 


ite reward”, In common language, we a- 


ſcribe merit or worth to every man in whom 
goodneſs prevails; and the more, the greater. 
And in Scripture we are taught, that there 
muſt be worth or merit in all that ſhall be 


finally admitted to the happineſs of Heaven: 


whom our LORD deſcribes as accounted 
WORTHY to obtain that world, and the re- 


furrection of the dead. And again, Watch ye 


therefore, fays he, and pray always, that ye 
may be accounted WORTHY to eſcape all theſe 
things that ſhall come to paſs, and to Hand be- 


ore the Son of Man. And concerning glo- 


rified faints, They ſhall walk with me iu white, 
for they are WORTHY”,. But this worthi- 
neſs is no equivalent for the rewards which 


Soy hath prepared for them that love him*; 


and no man can merit rewards for 9 


Whatever benefit accrues to them for his 


ſake, it is a reward to him, not to them. 
The merit of our Lord JEsUs CHRIST, com- 
pared with the beſt of men, was unſpeakably 


great and tranſcendent: yet it did not equal, 


even in his caſe, the munificence of Gov, in 
rewarding it. For, St Paul repreſents his re- 
ward, not as a compenſation of ſtrict juſtice, 


=o as a wa oy God's e an effect of his 
5 | immenſe 


V Matth, Kat ” * Loke xx. 35. x Chap. xxi. 36. 
7 Rev, ii 4. un. 1. 
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immenſe bounty and liberality, when he gave 


(or granted) him a name above every name *, &c. 


In ſhort, if God is pleaſed to reward virtue 


leſs or more, by beſtowing bleſſingg on the 
owner, and on others for his ſake, it is not 


becauſe any one of his ſubjects hath done 


more than he was obliged to do, but becauſe 
the Supreme Ruler of the univerſe loves to 


honour and encourage every degree of virtue, 


and to promote, by the fitteſt means, the true 


happineſs of his reaſonable creatures, which 
is much to the praiſe of his wiſdom and 


| goodneſs, F urther, 


34, WHAT noble ales Sw this part of the 


_. Goſpel Scheme give us, of the greatneſs and 


holineſs, as well as condeſcenſion of Gop? 


And what a happy influence is it fitted to 
have on the tempers and lives of men? Gon 
does not permit the holieſt men to have ac- 
ceſs to him, but through the intervention of 
One ſtill holier, and without any taint of ſin; 
One, by his unblemiſhed holineſs, oticuliorly 
endeared to him, and ſelected and ſeparated 
on that account, to be the Medium of all his 
intercourſe with men. On the other hand, 
he does not reject the vileſt finners, when, do. 
teſting their own vileneſs, they come to him 
I: | through 
Philip. ii. g. WS, 
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through the Mediator whom he has appoint- 
ed, and in his way, The leaſt worthy are 
invited, provided they repent and believe the 
Goſpel ;zand the moſt worthy are reminded 
of their imperfection. All are inſtructed in 
the moſt affecting manner, what it is that 
will recommend them to Gov, and what 
they muſt aſpire after, in order to have com- 
munion with him. Thus, We all with open 
face beholding as in d glafs the glory of the Lord, 
are changed into the ſume image from glory to 
glory, as by the Spirit of 18 Lord ' On. 


4th, No juſt objection can now Go againſt 
the mediation, merits, or interceſſion of 
CHRIST, as repteſtnted in Scripture ; ſeeing 
it is ſo agreeable to the ordinary courſe of 
Providence, and fo much of a piece with the 
conduct of Gop in other inſtances, of which 
we have daily experience. Nothing can more 
ſatisfy the mind of a rational enquiret, or 
more effectually ſhut the mouth of a pre- 

_ tended Deiſt, who rejects the Goſpel, than to 
ſhew that the facts of revelation correſpond 
with the facts of nature and experience, and 
beſpeak themſelves - to be from the ſame 

Author. This renders us in a manner eye- 
witneſſes of the truth, and leaves us no al- 


| ternative, 
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ternative, but to be either Chriſtians, or 


* 


Atheiſts ? ud 


5th, LasTLY, How many motives and in- 
citements have we here, to the practice of 
Fighteouſnels, that is, of all piery and virtue? 


This we ſee is neceſſary to the hearing and 


acceptance of our prayers, whether for our- 
ſelves or others, ſince Gop heareth not ſin- 
ners, and the prayers of ſuch as turn away 
their ears from the hearing of the law, are 
an abomination to him. But he hath put 
it in our power, by the practice of righte- 
ouſneſs, to be happy ourſelves, and bleſſings 
to others; to be inſtrumental in promoting 
the ſafety and welfare of our country, what- 
ever our ſtation be, and the preſent and 


future happineſs of many of our fellow crea- 


tures ; certainly to gain inward peace and 


| comfort 1 in every ſituation here below, and to 
5 _ deliver | 


© Prov. xxviii. g. 


_* © Infidelity (fays the Spectator, No. a0; hath been 


| © attacked with ſo good ſucceſs of late years, that it is driven 
© out of all its outworks. The Atheiſt has not found his 


© poſt tenable, and is therefore retired into deiſm, and a 


© diſbclief of revealed religion only. We may venture to 
add, that that is a poſt which he cannot keep; and he muſt 
either leave it, and join the followers of Jzsvs, or plunge 
himſelf: again in:o- the darkneſs and horror of Atheiſm. 
Chriſtianity holds too much of Gop, and Reaſon, and 
Natural Religion, to be conſiſtently oppoſed by nd of 
their friends. 


1 1 
o 
» 17 
1 
1 
$ 
$ 
= 
* 
£ 
* 
1 $i 
. 
a 
= 
4 
4 * 
F 
: S 4 
- % 
„ i 
F ” 
/ 1 
| 7 
8 
7 f 
FR 
t 13 
hs 
$7 
L 1 
18 
{8B 
Fe! 
ö 


+ 
A* 
2 
As" 
5 


113 


— . — — 

2 be — 4 wy 2 1 1 =O 1 b - 

2 ES : A vw 8 3 n 

— n 2 — * — 2 * Tm 2 
—— 22A ß ISR I I CASE - 2 — 
„ / v . % ͤ—— !... . —— SER CEE 
3 * . - — ” — — _ „ b — ea. ESI 
A — — — — Es 4 pe 
4 n r. 4 - :. ere OO 3 1 4 a 
.. A - . - 
* 


292 4 Proflicat Ait) an the 


deliver our own ſouls in the day pr the  - 


Loxp. If ever you would have Gop to hear 
vou in the day of your calamity, or to give 
you that which is good ; if you are touched 
with a ſpirit of patriotiſm and zeal for the 
public; if you feel any ſpark of benevolence 
towards your brethren, or have any wiſe 
and juſt concern for your. own happineſs in 
time and eternity—all theſe things concur to 
enforce upon you the ſtudy and practice of 
moral righteouſneſs: Eſpecially conſidering 
what has been ſo often hinted above, that it 
is in vain for thoſe who have neglected or 
violated the rules of righteouſneſs in their 
practice, and have not repented, to hope that 
they ſhall be benefited by any righteouſneſs 
of others, even of CHRIST himſelf. For, in 
the final judgement, we may be ſure, Ihe ſoul 
that finneth, it ſhall die. The righteouſneſs of 
the righteous ſhall be upon him, and the wicked- 
neſs of the wicked ſpall be upon him*: to ſhew 
that Gop's ways are equal, and quand there is 
no unrighteouſneſs in him. * Yes, Holy 
Father! thou wilt ever be juſtifed in thy 
* ſayings, and wilt overcome when thou art 
judged. In this high appointment of a 
Mediator between thee and men, I ſee the 
* purity of thy nature, and the wiſdom and 
= rectitude of 1 e gloriouſly 
: e 


d Tack. xvii 20. : 


GS „ 6 „ 
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diſplayed, at the ſame time with thy good- 
neſs and placability towards ſinners; whom 


thou doeſt not permit to come to thee in 


their own name, becauſe of their un- 
worthineſs and guilt ; but neither doeſt 
thou reject them, when, being truly peni- 


tent, they come unto thee in the name of 


thy dear Son, who knew no fin, and ful- 


filled all righteouſneſs. —May theſe. views 


inſpire me at once with humility and con- 
fidence, May they teach me to draw nigh 


ro thee with a true heart, in full aſſurance 
of faith: And while I ſeek an intereſt in 
_ thy fayour through the merits and inter- 
ceſſion of CuRIST, far from encouraging 


myſelf in ſloth and ſecurity, or in ſin of 


any kind, may I be fired with the admira- 


tion and love of righteouſneſs, and con- 


ſtantly incited to grow in the imitation of 
him, through whom 1 hope for e ee 
in thy fight, Amen. 


J 


15 
1 
> 

\ 
1 
3 
F 
, 
15 
* 


W 
5 22 ——— 
5 
- 0 Eh ier 2 . N 
. ä ß c 
: : __ RES \ : e oo © 9 3 
— dn . - —— 5 
- 
e 


z 2 
—  — —᷑—¾— . . 2 
S ˖ Y 
— — 67 
Te. rr 


294 A Practical Eſſay on the 


SECTION III. 


OUR third obſervation, which comes now 
to be explained, was, That in reward of 


CarisT's righteouſneſs and obedience unto 
death, Gop inveſted him with the glorious 
power of calling finners to repentance, of 
forgiving their ſins when penitent, and of 


raiſing them from the dead to eternal life, 
as well as of Amis F the ee diſ- 


i obedient, po 


3 we © have Suns tere the 8 


fits which ſinners receive from Gop for the 
fake of Chriſt, We are now to ſee the ſame 


or greater benefits conferred on them by 


Obrift himſelf, in virtue of the power and au- 


thority with which Gop hath inveſted him 
as the reward of his conſummate obedience. 
Obedience, or righteouſneſs, it muſt be con- 
felled, is rewarded in a high degree, when 
not only the owner, but others alſo, receive 
important benefits on account of it. But it 
is ſtill farther rewarded, if the righteous man 
enjoys the power of diſpenſing to others, with 
his own hands, ſuitable portions of the ſame 
happineſs which is imparted to himſelf, The 


virtue of a Boa 8 man may operate indirectly 


towards 
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towards the welfare of others, farther chan 
his immediate power; but, how glorious is 
it, when after having given the moſt ſub- 
ſtantial proofs of his piety and benevolence, 
he has on that very account, his power of 
doing good enlarged, and made equal to his 
will !—This ſurely is the higheſt honour and 
ſatisfaction which it is inn for merit to 
obtain. 


AMONG men, though. virtue is often ne- 
glecled, and left unrewarded, either becauſe 
it eſcapes their obſervation, or becauſe they 
have not ability to reward it when known; 
yea though it is not ſeldom oppoſed, traduced, 
and perſecuted, through malice and envy, yet 
all allow it ought to be rewarded; and not- 
withſtanding preſent diſorders, there have 
been many inſtances of men, whom real merit 
hath raiſed from low ſtarions to very high 
poſts and preferments, that is, it hath given 
them the power of doing greater good, and 
of being more extenſively uſeful: agreeably to 
| | this equitable rule of the divine adminiſtra- 
tion, Ton haſt been faithful over a few things ; 
1 with make thee ruler over many things. We 
read with pleaſure and inſtruction, the hiſ- 
tory of a Joſeph, who, after a ſeries of great 
trials and afflictions, which put his virtue to 

T4 . the 
g Matth. xxy. 2 3. „ 
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296 4 Practical Eſſay on the 
the teſt, was advanced from the condition of 
a ſlave and a priſoner, to be prime miniſter 
to the king of Egypt; and that of David, 
whom Gop took from the ſheep-folds* „ and 
made king over his people Iſrael. But theſe, 
and other inſtances of the like kind, were at 
beſt but ſhadows, faint and imperfect em- 
blems of the honour conferred on our LoRD 
JEsus CHRIST. His righteouſneſs was re- 
warded beyond our higheſt conceptions, in a 
degree to which nothing parallel had ever 
been heard of among men, and which would 
never have entered into the heart of man, if 
it had not been ſo fully revealed and atteſted 
from Heaven: For, Him hath God exalted with 
Bis right hand, to be a Prince and a Saviour, to 
give repentance unto 1ſrael, and the forgiveneſs 
of fin*, and to be the Author of cternal e . 
to all So that obey them“. 5 


r for the better underſtanding of this 
matter, it will be proper, firf, To take a brief 
ſurvey of the powers with which our exalted 
SAVIOUR is inveſted for the good of man- 
kind: Secondly, To ſhow that theſe powers 
were given as a reward of his obedience unto 

death: From whence we may be enabled to 
ſee, in the third place, how his ſufferings and 

death conduce to the ſaving of men from the 
guilt and puniſhment of ſin. I. Tur 


* Pfal, Ixxviii. 70. 0 Ads v. 32. 4 Heb. v. 9. 
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I. Tux ancient propkets often ſpeak of a 


glorious, univerſal, and irreſiſtible empire, 


which was deſtined for the Mzss1an, and 
which is to end in nothing leſs than the en- 
tire overthrow and ruin of all his enemies, 
and the eternal ſalvation of all his faithful 
ſervants, To him Gop faid, according to 


his ſovereign and irreverfible decree, Sit thou 


at my right hand until I make thine enemies thy 
 frotftool *:—an oracle which the Apoſtle aſ- 
ſerts to be fulfilled in JesUs the true Meſ- 
' fiah, when he ſays, This man, after he had of- 

fered one ſacrifice for fins, for ever ſat down'on 
the right hand of God; from henceforth expeft- 


ing till his enemies be made his footftool®, He is 


repreſented as fitting, not to ſignify idleneſs 


and inactivity, but the immoveable ſtability 


of his power, which no adverſary can Thake 
or impair: For he- muſt reign*®, adds the 
Apoſtle, ill be hath put all his enemies under 


hir feet; and the of enem * that FOG be de- 


Iro yea, is Death. 


By the ls kad) of Gop, and other * 
milar expreſſions, is denoted a ſupereminence 
of dignity and authority above the higheſt 
of the Angelic Hoſts, and ſubject to none 
| FE | but 


Pſalm cx. 1 55 Heb. x. 12, 13. 1 1 Cor. xv. 25, 26. 
See Iſa. ix. 6, 7. Luke i. 31,—33. Dan. ii. 44.— vii. 14, 15» 
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but him who is the bleſſed and only Poten- 
tate. So that thoſe glorious heavenly mi- 
niſters who ſpake the word to Moſes', and 
by whoſe diſpoſition the law was given ®, ac- 
knowledge CHRIST for their LorD as well as 
we, and are our fellow-ſervants in his King | 
: dom 7 = ; | 


Or 5 high ns of the Sox bo 
Man, the firſt viſible effect, according to 
- what had been often foretold by himſelf be- 
fore his death, was the publication. of his 
Goſpel in the world, and the free admiſſion 
of men of all nations into the church of 
_  Gop, upon new and equal terms; that is, 
merely upon their believing in CHRIST, and 
. obeying his precepts, all the peculiarities of 
the Moſaical Law being aboliſhed and ſet 
aſide; or what St Luke calls he preaching 
' of repentance and remiſſion of fins, in his name, 
among all nations, beginning. at Jeruſalem ®, 
Therefore Jesvs, being entered on his im- 
mortal life, ſays to his Apoſtles, All poxer-is 
- piven unto me in heaven and in earth*; and 
ſubjoins this authoritative command, Go ye 
into all the world, and preach the Goſpel to 
- every creature: Go, and convert all nations, - 
baptizing them in the name of the Father, and 
*'x Cor. xv. 27. ! Heb. ii. 2. Ads vii. 58. 
Rev. xxii. 9. ' Luke XXIV. 2 Matth. xxviii. 18, 19, 20. 


Death of Fe is Chri it. 299 


5 the Son, and of the Holy Ghoſt, teaching 
them to obſerve all things whatſoever I have 
commanded you ; and lo I am with you alway, 
even unto the end of the world". This was the 
inſtitution of baptiſm, the initiatory rite of 
CHRIST's religion; which, among other uſes, 


remains a ſure and perpetual monument of 


this great fact, that he who was crucified, 
is now actually riſen from the dead, and ex- 
alted to univerſal ſovereignty, there being 
given him, according to the word of prophecy, 
dominion, and glory, and a kingdom, that all 
people, n nations, aud languages, FRO Jerve 
* . 


Bur, to preach repentance and remiſſion of 


fins to the world in the name of a crucified 


SAVIOUR, was a new and extraordinary doc- 


trine, and required extraordinary atteſtations 
to gain credit to it, Nor were theſe: want- 


ing for our LoxD, ſoon after his aſcenſion 


into Heaven, fulfilled to his Apoſtles the 


promiſe of the Father, which they had often 


heard from him, by pouring out upon them 
the miraculous 285 and 8 of the Holy 
ns 


nin with theſe wma; the 


| Apoſtles who a little before were aſhamed 


or 


% 


* Mark xvi. 1. = Dan. vii. 14. 
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or afraid to own any connection with Jzsus 
of Naz ARE TR, ſtepped forth in the midſt 
of ſeruſalem; and in the temple, on the 
moſt public and ſolemn occaſions, to men of 
all ranks, preached with undaunted reſolu- 
tion. And what did they preach? — That he 
whom the Jewiſh Rulers had ſo recently 


condemned and crucified as a malefator, 


was now riſen from the dead, exalted to 
celeſtial dignity and dominion, and conſti- 
tuted che only Loxp and SAviouk of men. 
So that it was neceſſary for all men, and for 
none more than the Rulers and People of 
Jeruſalem, to repent and ſubmit to his go- 
vernment, and be baptized i in his name, if 
ever they hoped to obtain the remiſſion of 
their fins, and to eſcape the wrath to come. 
| Theſe things are related in the 2d, 3d, and 
4th chapters of the Acts. 


Tux truth of his reſurrection they con- 
firmed by their own unanimous teſtimony, 
ſupported by the ſupernatural gifts which 
they exerciſed, and the miracles they wrought - 
in his name, which ſerved alſo as irrefragable 
. proofs of his advancement to power and 
glory. Nor could they be deterred from this 
work by any prohibitions or threatnings, | 
or perſecutions they met with either from 
great or ſmall. And Og preached a ſuf- 

| | ficient 
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Bend length of time to che Jews only, and 
gained many converts among them, they 
began, in conſequence of a divine viſion 
vouchſafed to the Apoſtle Peter*, for that 
purpoſe, to offer the Goſpel - ſalvation to 
pious men of other nations; and then at 
length proceeded to ſpeak ro the 1dolatrous 
Gentiles*,' that they might be ſaved. Which 
they did with, ſuch remarkable ſucceſs, that 
in a few years, chiefly by the miniſtry of 
the Apoltle Paul, numerous churches were 


planted throughout all 'the Roman Tings; . 


and were 1 750 ene 


* 1 * ; 4 " * n a 
4 j 


Tube our Lord Jubvs Chur dei 


exalted to the right hand of power, came 
(by his Apoſtles and Miniſters") and preached 
_ peace (as the Prophets had foretold he ſhould 


do*) to them that were afar of, and them that 
were mgh ; that is, to Jews and Gentiles; 
ſhewing, that through, him they both have 
equal acceſs by one Spirit unto the Father; 


for all of them being ſinners, they muſt be 


indebted to Divine Grace for their ſalvation, 
which was now offered freely, and in the 
moſt ample manner, to all that would re- 


pent and believe the Goſpel. The peace 
| wen he n to Tarn, was 207-76 with 


one 


s Ads x. t Chap: xi. N 4 Eph, il. 175 18. | 
Iſa. lvii, 19. Zech. ix. 10. e 
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one another, by uniting them into one body, 
or making them one people; peace with 
God, by the remiſſion of their fins, recon- 
ciling them to him; and conſequently peace 
in their own minds, giving them the true 
enjoyment of themſelves, Even in his ſtate 
of humiliation, Ixsus had power to forgive fins 
on earth", or to remit the temporal. penalties 
of ſin; a power which no Prieſt or Prophet 
before him had ever pretended to, and 
which was competent only to the Mgss14an. 
hut after his exaltation, he had power 
to forgive ſins in Heaven, by remitting to | 
penitent ſinners the puniſhments due to their 
- fins in another world, or I them 
from che wrath to come. 


How different was our viforious Sar: ou 
n the Conquerors of this world! The 
firſt exerciſe of his power and ſovereignty 
was, not the raking vengeance on his ene- 
mies, who had lately brought him to the 
miſerable death of the croſs, but offering a 
free and full pardon to them in common 
with other ſinners, nay before others, upon 
the moſt equitable terms, It was the ſend- 
ing out his Apoſtles, with an authentic com- 
miſſion, and effectual qualifications, to pu- 
bliſh the doctrine of ſalvation in his name to 
„ 1 Jew 
_ * Mark ii. 20. Matth. ix. 6, Chap. xviii. 18, 1 Theſſ. i. 16. 
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Jew and Gentile, and to gather together out 
of all nations, a new people, who having 
their paſt ſins forgiven them, might thence- 
forth ſerve GOp joyfully, in righteouſneſs 
and true holineſs, all the days of their life 
in this world, and finally inherit life eternal. 


And now were fulfilled thoſe ancient oracles, 


wherein Gop had declared that he would 
ſhake the Heavens, and the earth, and the 
ſea, and the dry land ; yea would ſhake all 
nations, and the defire f all nations ſhould 
come, &c.; that is, He would bring about an 
| e revolution in the world, would 


change the face of the univerſe, and intro- 
duce a new order of things; and this by 


means of that illuſtrious perſon whom all 
nations ſtood ſo much in need of (though 
moſt of them ignorant of their wants, and 
without any expectation of him), even the 
Mighty Deliverer, who ſhould enlighten and 


ſave them; in whom it was Promiſed to Abra- 
amilies of the earth ſhould be 


Ham, that all th 
bleſſed *; and of, whom Jacob faid, Unto _ 
Hall the gathering of the People * 5 


Fon the glorified Jasvs 5 5 
pears in the divine character of a Creator, 
or the Author of a new creation, no leſs ne- 
ceſlary and beneficial than the old; if not 
85 „ 
8 3 Haw. it, Pa * fall i i. 16. Gen. xxii. 18. 
"7 , K Chap. xlix. 10. el \ 2 
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more ſo, and which extends to all things in 


heaven and earth. Being begun in himſelf, 
the Fiyſt- born of it, by his reſurrection from 
the dead, it was afterwards all left to be 
accompliſhed by his own mediatorial power, 
the Father having given all things into his 


hand. In conſequence of which, he created 


them (as the heart of man is faid to be 
created when it is renewed *, and even the 
face of the earth at the return of ſpring”), 
by altering their form and arrangement, and 
putting them under a different rule and con- 
ſtitution from what they were ſubject to be- 
fore. He cauſed light to ſhine in darkneſs, 
brought order out of confuſion, and reſtored 


barmony and peace where there had been 


inveterate enmity. He deſtroyed the Jewiſh 
worſhip and polity, with fignal tokens of 


vengeance towards that whole nation, after 


they had ſufficiently reſiſted the means of 
grace, and filled up the meaſure of their 
iniquities. He ſubverted the long eſtabliſhed 
empire: of ſuperſtition, 1dolatry, and vice; 
and planted in its room, the worſhip of Gop 


in ſpirit and truth, and the practice of uni- 
verſal pump He hath made both one, 


75 
c Rom. viii. 29. 4 Col. i. 155 ia. e Pal. li. 10. f Pfal. civ. 30. 
i» Some of the texts quoted in this paragraph, are uni- 


Ry allowed to Som to the new Creation. It appears to 
3 i ; Me; * 
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ſays the Apoſtle*, meaning both Jew and Gen- 
tile —onc new man —-CREAIE O in righteouſ- 
neſs and true holineſs '; or as he elſewhere ex- 
preſſes 1 it, RENEWED i in fnowwicdge, after the 
image of Him that created him; wherein are 
abolithed all the former grounds of diſtance ' 
and variance, and hatred among men, Hence 
we are God's workmanſhip created in Chriſt 
Feſus unto good works 's If any man be in 
Chriſt, he is a new creature: old things A. 
paſt away ; behold all things are become new ® 
Nor is this creation confined to men 1 8 
but extends much farther: For, in the dij= 
penſation of the fulneſs of times, God hath gather- 
ed together i in one (or united under one head) 
all things in Chriſt, both which are in heaven, 
and which are on earth, even in Him". He 
created all things by Jeſus Chriſt ; to the intent 
| that now unto the principalities and power 5-in 
heavenly places, might be known by the church 
the manifold wiſdom -of God, according to the 
eternal purpoſe which He eta! in Chriſt 
OV Jeſus 


8 Eph. ii. 14, Þ Verſe 15. i Chap. iv. 24. * Col. iii. 10, 11. 
Eph. ii. 10. ® 2 Cor. v. 17. - © Eph. i. 10. 


rae, that when they are all underſtood to relate to the ſame 
ſubject, they throw light on one another. But I would 
not wiſh theſe, or any other texts, to be interpreted other- 
wiſe than according to the rules of ſound criticiſm. I ſhall 
only obſerve, that it is very likely the creation effected by 
our Lord Jxsus CHRIST, was, like all other things re- 
lating to him, the ſubject of ancient Poon | 


* 
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Te ſur our Lordo. By him in whom . we hove 
redemption through his blood, even the for- 
grveneſs of fins, who is the image of the in- 
_ viſible God, the firſi-born of every creature, — 
by him were created all things that are in 
heaven, and that are in earth, (meaning 
angels and men; for he adds) v1i/ible and 
invi/ible, whether they be thrones, or dominions, 
or principalities, or powers ; all things were 
created by him, and for him®, or for his glory. 
And he it before all lor (to wit, the all 
things of which the Apoſtle is ſpeaking, he 
is before them both in point of time and 
dignity), and by him all things conſiſtè, or 
ſtand together, as under their common Lord. 
For it pleaſed the Father, that in him ſhould 
all fulneſs dwell"; and having made peace 
through the blood of his croſs, by him to recon- 
cile all things unto himſelf, whether they be 
things in earth, or things in heaven. For 
ſince he is gone into heaven, and is on the rigbt 
hand of God, angels, authorities, and powers, 
are made Jubject to him ©, And by his exalt- 
ation, he is become the Head, not only of 
the church on earth ', but of all Principality 
and po-,¾er. The whole Family of God in 
heaven and earth 1s pur under his government. 


7 Tavs 
0 Eph. Wii. 9, 10, 11. » Col. i. 14,16, © Verſe 17. 
r Merl ee e. tx hs my 22. 


irn. Chap 1s 10s 
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Tnus was the world created a- new, as it 


had been at firſt, without any viſible force 


or violence, oaly: by the word of Gon, ac- 
companied with his divine power; it having 
been foretold of the Meſſiah, that he ſhould 
end forth judgement unto victory , or make 
the truth triumphant upon earth, in a very 
different way from the warriors of this world, 
Moreover, the new order of things intro- 


duced and eſtabliſhed by him, is not to be 


reverſed, (for we have received a kingdom that 
cannot be moved*), but to continue, and ad- 


vance to the end of time, when CHRIST will. 


come again, and be revealed from heaven in 
all his glory, for the ſalvation of the right- 
eous, and the deſtruction of the wicked and 


impenitent. 


We do not enter into a diſcuſſion of the 


intermediate events and revolutions that have 


happened, or that ſhall be brought abour by 
his power in the government of the church; 


concerning which, eſpecially the laſt, there 
have been different opinions among chriſt- 5 


ians, and indeed muſt be, as the knowledge 
of them can be derived only from prophecies, 
which will always be dark before their ful- 
filment. But we proceed to what is a ſure 


and N acknowledged object of our 


2 . faith, 
IIa. al. 2 1.—4. Matth. xii. 17,—21, * Heb. xii. 28. 
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faith, I mean that glorious diſplay of our 
SAVIOUR's power, which will be exhibited in , 
the raifing of the dead, even all that have 
lived ſince the beginning of the world: For, 
All that are in the graves ſhall hear the voice 
of the Son of God, and ſhall come forth ; they 
that have done good, unto the ręſurredtion of hfe ; 
and they that have done evil, unto the reſurrec- 
tron of damnation”. There ſhall be a reſunrec- 
tion of the dead, both of the juſt and unjuſt *. 
The ſaints who remain alive upon the earth 
at his coming, ſhall be changed, without dy- 
ing; and all the ſaints found living, or-raiſed 
to life, ſhall be furniſhed by him with bodies 
ſuited to the celeſtial manſions they are to 
inhabit, /a/hioned like unto his own Glorious 
Body, e e to the working whereby be ts | 
able even to ſubdue all things unto himſelf *. 


Zi alas ſhall all nations be aſſembled betore 
His auguſt tribunal *, to receive the eternal 
retribution of. their deeds; and the righteous 
being ſeparated from the wicked, ſhall be 
completely and publicly juſtified in the eyes 
of the whole univerſe, eternally delivered 
from death and all the penal conſequences 
of ſin, and put in the ſecure poſſeſſion of the 
joys and glories of the kingdom of the Sox 

of OD. But the impenitenly wicked Hall 

| be 

OF John v. 28, 29. 2 Abts x xxiv. 445 "i Philo 8, 1 
o Matth. xxv. 32. . | 
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be puniſbed with everlaſting deſeruction from 8 


the prejence: of the Lord, and from his glorious 
power *—And having thus fulfilled the ends 
of his mediatorial office, having put down 
all rule*, and all authority and power, ef- 
fectually ſubdued all his enemies, and de- 
ſtroyed Death the laſt and moſt terrible of 


them, he ſhall return like a mighty con- 
queror, and deliver up the kingdom ſo gain- 


ed, to Gop, even the Father, who gave him 


power to ſubdue it, laying all the trophies _ 
of his. victories at the foot of his throne, and 


acknowledging, in the very height of glory, 
his ſubjection to him as much as before, that 
Gon may be all in all. Nor ſhall his own 
dignity and happineſs be any thing dimi- 


niſhed by that ſurrender, but vaſtly increaſ- 


ed; becauſe, having attained the completion 

of his defires, he ſhall then begin to be cele- 
- - brated, not as the deſtined or expecting, but 
the actual Conqueror of all his enemies, and 
Saviour of his people; and he ſhall be for 


ever glorified in his ſaints, and admired Y all | 


them that believe a 


ne hath the Fucker l given to 


his Son *, not only power to make all things = 


3 1 new, 


e 2 Theſſ i. 9. 1 Cor. xv, 24,—28. © 2 Theff. i. 10. 
] ſhall conſider the doctrine of the text, (Philip. ii. | 


hs 10, 11. } ſays Dr Neo in the following method:— 
. : 1 5 FHirſt, 
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new*, and to reconcile all things in heaven 
and earth; to reſtore the fallen race of men; 
to gather, preſerve, and govern his church 
3 this world, till time ſhall be no more: But 
what is much greater and more exteniive, 
He hath given him power over all jle 20, that 
he Should give eternal life io as many as" thall 
enjoy the ſame ; to all the yirtuous and holy 
in every age and nation from the begin- 
ning to the end of time. He halb given bim 
authority to execute Judgement ' on the whole 
human race, by acquitting the righteons, and 
condemning the wicked, finally, and with- 
out appeal. The Father judgeth no man, but 
hath committed all Judgement unto the Son. He 
hath Au 8 a ba in which he will judge 
"OD 

. Rev. = 5. e John xvii. 2. 

i Chap. v. 27. Verſe 22. 


Firſt, That the power and authority exerciſed by Ge 
Ixsus, in and over the Church of Gop, are derived 
from his exaltation : And conſequently, fecondly, That 


the honour and worſhip paid to CarsT in and by. the 


Church of Gop, are founded in his exaltation.—Thirdly, 
That the power and authority exerciſed by ChRISTH, and 
the honour and worſhip paid to CHRIST, are, and ought 
to be, ultimately referred to the Glory of Gov the Father. 


Theſe propoſitions (adds he) are ſo evidently contained in 


the words of that text, as to be ſubject to no doubt in the 
explication: But it may be of ſervice to ſhow, that the 
doctrine is agreeable to, and is confirmed by the whole 
tenor of res” See Sherlock's Diſcourſes, Vol. IV. 
Diſe-16, [EOS | 9 | „„ 


Death of Jeſus Chrift, 311 


the world in righteouſneſs, by that Man whom 
be hath ordained ; whereof” he hath given aſ= 
ſurance unto all men, in that he hath rai wed him 
e the . | 


* om. that Jesvs attained to all this 
power and glory, as the reward of his right- 
eouſneſs, and obedience unto death, it will 
not require many words to prove: For the 


Father gave all things into the hand of his 


Sonn, becauſe he loved him; and he loved 
him, 'becacth the Son did adorn thoſe things 


that pleaſed him"; and particularly, becauſe 


he declined not ih lay down bit life , out of 
love to him, and to the children of men, 
Jzsvs of Nazareth was a man approved of 


Gop ?, during the courſe of his humble mi- 


niſtry here below, by miracles, and wonders, 


and ſigns, which Gop did by him among 


the people of. Iſrael; and he more than once 
received, by a voice from Heaven, the glori- 
ous teſtimony, This is my beloved os, 7 in whom 
1 am well pleaſed". | 


” How 1 reſurregion from the dead, > 


, the pre-eminence or lordſhip thereby given 


him over men and angels, was the moſt 
your: and inconteſt pie proof of the Father's 
| „ love 


5 N xvii. 31. ® John i ili. 35. * Chap. viii. 29. Chap. x. 17. 


Adds ii, 22. 4 Mat, iii. 37. Chap. xvii. 5. Col. i. 18. 
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312 A Practical Eſſay on the 
love to him, and of his entire approbation 
and acceptance of all that he had done and 
ſuffered in his ſervice. God hath raiſed him 
up, ſays the Apoſtle, having looſed the pains of 
.  death,. becauſe it was not paſſible that he ſhould 
be holden Hit. It was not poſſible, that one ſo 
innocent and dear to Gop, ſhould be ſuffered 
for ever to lie under the unmerited infamy 
with which he had been loaded by wicked 
men; or that HE ſhould be detained in the 
grave, whom Gop had decreed to poſſeſs the 
glory of an everlaſting kingdom, and to be 
made mighty to ſave. The acquiſition of this 
power, ſo beneficial to mankind, was the end 
of all the preceding ſteps of his humiliation. 
It was HIS glory *, into which it behoved him 
to enter after his ſufferings; and a glory moſt 
certainly deſtined for him before the found- 
ation of the world ©. It was the joy ſet be- 
fore him", for the ſake of which, and not by 
way of e he entured the croſs, 
and deſpiſed the ſhame of it. The Lorp 
Jesvs ſubmitted to the humbleſt offices of 
charity, and to the infamy of the croſs, not 
unconſcious either of his preſent dignity, or 
his future greatneſs; but knowing that the 
Father bad given (that is, decreed to give) all 
e into his bands, M's that. he was come 


from 


„Ads i 24. C Luke xxiv. — John xvii. 5. 
» Heb, xii. 2. | „„ . 
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from God, and went to God”. To this end, 
Chriſt both died, and roſe, and revived, (or 
entered upon a glorious and immortal life) 
that he might be the Lord both of the dead and 
living; and ſo have power to beſtow the 
rewards of immortality on all the good and 
virtuous among them. We /ee not yet all 
things put under him, ſays the Apoſtle to the 
Hebrews, but (what is undoubtedly a great 
ſtep towards it, and a ſure pledge of the 
whole) we ſee JESUS, who, by the ſuffering. 
of death, was made for a little time lower than 
the angels, that, by the grace of God, he might 
taſte death for every man: we ſee him crown- 
ed with glory and honour”. In ſhort, the 
Son of Gor was anointed with the oil of 11 . 
neſs above his fellows *, becauſe he loved right- 
eouſneſs, and hated iniquity, And ſeeing, 
after many other inſtances of humility and 
benevolence, he did, in the exerciſe of theſe 
virtues, become * obedient unto death, even 
unto the death of the croſs : therefore God hath 

highly exalted him, and'given him a name (of 
power and majeſty) which it above every 
name; that in the name of Jeſus every knee 
; ſhould bow, of things in heaven, and things in 
earth, and things under the earth ; (that is, 
men a angels, both good and bad) and 
| . 


ſohn xviii. 3. HT xiv. 1 9. N Heb. li. 9. 
1 Chap. i. 9. 7 a e ii. 9.—1 To :* : 
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that every tongue ſheuld confeſs that Jeſar 
Chrift i is Lord, to o the glory of God the Father. 


FROM all which it appears, that CHRIS T's 
exaltation was the reward of his obedient 
ſufferings. And here, moſt of all, we ought 
joyfully to acknowledge Gop, in the lovely 
and hope-inſpiring character of a Rewarder 
| of them that diligently ſeek him. The crown- 
ing of the merit of his Son with ſuch pecu- 
liar honour and power, was a teſtimony of 
his regard for piety and worth, which muſt 
for ever excite the admiration and praiſes of 
the whole rational creation, and is calculated 
to fill them with the firmeſt confidence under 
his government. Here they are called upon 
to obſerve, how GoD delights to honour them 


_ who honour him, and are animated in the 


performance of their duty. Hence they are 
led to conclude, that certainly virtue is very 
precious in his eyes; and will not fail, after 
it is properly tried and aſcertained, to receive 
joy unſpeakable and, full of glory. Suffer, 
indeed, the Bleſſed IExsus did, grievouſly ſuf- 
fer; but He war made perfect through ſuſfer- 
inge, ſo that he became the Author of eternal 
ſalvation to all them that obey him. He 
went up to the throne of God, (as one * ex- 
| preſies it) by the ſteps of ſorrow.” For, as he 


yielded 
 Þ Heb. xi. 6. Chap. ii. 160. Ocpey. 
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yielded a perfect obedience to Gop, ſo Gop 
rewarded him in the higheſt poſhble degree. 
Now, from hence we {hall ſee in forme mea- 
ſure the main object of our enquiry, namely, 


III. How the ſufferings and death of CHRIST 
tend to fave men from the guilt of fin.---Their 
efficacy towards this happy end, flows chiefly 
from their leading the. way to that celeſtial 
aggrandiſement and power, whereby He 7s 
able to ſave them to the uttermoſt that come unto. 
God by him*, By his willing obedience unto 
death, JzsUs hath attained power to execute 
and fulfil all the grand promiſes of the Go- 
ſpel; and particularly, to take away the guilt 
of fin, and deliver all ſincere penitents from 
the condemnation due to it. To this power, 
his death or crucifixion was, by the ſove- 
reign appointment-of Gop, a neceſſary ſtep; 
but without this power following, it would 
have availed nothing more than the death of 

any other martyr. If he had not riſen and 
taken poſſeſſion of immortality himſelf, he 
could never have beſtowed immortality on 


others: he could never have been conſtituted 


Lord and Judge of all, nor could we have 
reaſonably believed and truſted in him ag gur 
Saviour: and for his reſurrection, it is cer- 
tain there could have been no place, if he 

| had 


| 5 Heb. vii. 25. 
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had not firſt died. Some may alk, Why 


might he not have attained his dominion or 


tordſhip over all fleſh, by being tranſlated to 


heaven without taſting of death ? To which 
I anfwer, there is no doubt but GOD Ar- 
MIGHTY could have found other methods of 
ſaving us, without the bloody paſſion of his 


dear and only SON. But this is the method 


which he has (choſen, and in which, there- 
fore, we ought to acquieſce; and he bas like- 
. ways been pleaſed to diſcover to us in his 
word, many reaſons (which I will not now 
attempt to enumerate} why this method was 
preferable to any other. Particularly to the 


preſent queſtion, it is obvious, that if CHRIS 
had been tranſlated to glory without dying, 
we could not have had in him an example 


and pledge of our reſurrection from the dead. 


The tranſlation of a perſon without ſuffering 


death, may be an evidence of another ſtate 
and world; but it affords no evidence that 


the dead ſhall be raiſed. In fact, our hope 
of a deliverance from death, the wages of ſin, 


and the curſe of the law, is founded en 


ally on our SaviouR's having conquered it 


before us. For, as he died for us“, ſo for 


us too, and not merely for himſelf, he roſe 


again. The noble and happy fruit of his 
; mo both to himſelf and us, Was its be- 


ing 


7 1 Cab, v. 15. 
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ing  ollewed by a reſurrection to immortal 
life, and to the poſſeſſion of all power in 
heaven and earth: through which reſurrec- 
tion, wwe are begotten again to the hope of life, 
and of an pens oat mberitance reſerved 
for us in heaven. Jꝝsus was delivered for 
our offences, and was raiſed again for our juſti- 
fication . So that whatever effect his death 
had with regard to our offences, we could 


never have obtained the benefit of juſtifica- 


tion from them, if he had not been raiſed 
again. This is elſewhere aſſerted by the 


fame Apoſtle, in the moſt explicit terms: 
Chrift be not raiſed, ſays he to the Corinthi- 


ans, your faith 1s vain, ye are yet in your fins"; 
and ſhall no doubt ever remain ſo for him, 
ſince without this, all his promiſes are fruit- 
leſs and void. But, in virtue of his victory 
over death, and exaltation to power, CHRIST 
can truly ſay to his Diſciples, I am he that 
 liveth, and was dead; and behold I am alive 


for evermore, and have the keys of bell and of _ 
| death', And in the ſure proſpect of it, he 


could ſay to them before his death, Oe. 
7 tive, ye gone Kur a e 


: On this Ln we has reaſon, amidſt 
our preſent afflictions and mortality, to be 
always 


'f 1 Pet. i. „ Rom. iv. 25. Þ 1 Cor. xy. 17. 
i Rev. i. 18. k John xiv. 19. 
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always rejoicing in hope, and patient in tribula- 
lion; becauſe CHRIST is riſen, as our Prince 
and Head, to immortal glory, and hath power 
to confer the ſame on us; which gives a far- 
ther, and a moſt delightful ſecurity to the 
divine promiſe, For the members muſt cer- 
tainly follow the head in every condition, in 
honour, as well as in abaſement: if the head 
is already exalted, ſo ſhall the members be 
in due time: And it is not to be imagined 
that one ſhould have it in his power to be- 
ſtow a benefit on his deareſt friends, and yet 
ſhould neglect to do it; eſpecially one WhO 
hath paſſed through a chf of the bittereſt 
afflictions to attain that power, and who, 
from the exerciſe of it, will derive great ad- 
ditional glory to himſelf ; while, without it, 
the main defign of all his labours, and ſuf- 
| Ferings, and eee e would be fruſtrated. 


A ſincere chriſtian can, even in the 3 ö 
afflicted condition, ſay with aſſurance, / 
know that my Redeemer liveth "; and that he 
who was once offered to bear the 9 5 of” many, 
Hall, to them that look for him, appear the ſecond 
time without fin unto ſalvation " Les, I know 
zohom T have believed, (to wit, one who is faith - 
ful to his promiſes, and thoroughly diſpoſed 
to fulfil them, whoſe Oy A alſo 1s not in- 

= ferior 

1 Rom. xii, 12. Job xix. 25, ® Heb. i is. 28. 
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ferior to his inclination), and I am perſuaded 
that'he is able to keep that which I have com- 
mitted unto him againf{ that day. My life, 
which I conſecrate to his ſervice, and reſign 
to his diſpoſal, though I ſhould loſe it in his 
cauſe a little ſooner than it would fall by 
the courſe of nature, I am confident that he 
will preſerve it ſafe for a glorious recom- 
penſe, to the great day of judgement.'—How 
conſoling are theſe ſentiments to the heart of 
an afflicted, or a dying faint ! 


INDEED the Apoſtles every where ſpeak 
with a triumphant confidence, of the inſe- 
' parable connection which there is between 
- CurisT's reſurrection, and that of his faith- 
ful diſciples. St Paul applies it as a motive 
of comfort for the loſs of our dear departed 
friends: For, if we believe that Jeſus died 


andi roſe again, even ſo them alſo which ſleep 


in Feſus, will God bring with him*; that is, 
conduct by CHRIST's power, into the parti- 
cipation of his glory in heaven. This was 
the great ſupport of the Apoftle's own heart 
under afflictions, and what above all things 
encouraged him to perſevere in the very dif- 
ficult and dangerous duties of his office: 
Knowing that He which raiſed up the Lord 


3 99 5 world raiſe him * alſo by Ts and 
| Pee” | 


# 


1 Tim. . i I Thef. iv. 14. 
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pre eſent him with other believers © before the di- 
vine tribunal, to be approven of his Judge, 
and awed with immortality. Nay this 
connection is in his mind ſo neceſlary, that 


1 the dead riſe not, he concludes the reſur- 


rection of CHRIS r, notwithſtanding all the 
evidences with which it is confirmed, to be 
mere fiction. ¶ there be no reſurrection of the 
dead, ſays he, then is not Chriſt riſen”; zf the 
; dead rife not, then is not Chrift raiſed *, It is 
not in the power of — to convey a 
ſtronger idea of the certainty of our reſur- 
rection, if we only reflect what aſſurance the 
Apoſtle had of the reſurrection of CHRIST. 

In another place he argues, that our com- 
plete ſalvation through our Saviovur's life 
and power, is an event much morè probable 
now, than that was once, which we know 
hath actually taken place, namely our recon- 
ciliation to Gop by his death, For if when 
we Were enemies, ce were reconciled to God by 


I 


the death of bis Son, much more being reconciled, 


2ve ball be ſaved by his life. And ſhall we 


indeed believe, that Gop hath permitted his 
dear SON to undergo a painful and ignomi- 


nious death, in order to conquer the enmity 


of his rebellious creatures, and reduce them 
to obedience; and yet, that after they are re- 
| conciled, and are Ie: dutiful ſubjects, ar 


all 


22 Cor. iv. 14. © x Cor. xv. 13. 5 Verſe 16. Rom. v.'10- 
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all this expence, they will be ſuffered to 
periſh, notwithſtanding their crucified S4a- 
 VIOUR hath received power to beſtow im- 
mortality on them? Sure that would be highly 
inconſiſtent and abſurd. The former was a 
thing in itſelf far more unlikely before it 
happened; but after it hath come to paſs, 


the latter is eaſy, natural, and infallibly cer- 


tain. He that ſpared not his own Son, but de- 
livered him uß for us all, how ſhall he not 
_ wilh him alſo freely give us all things"? The 
fulfilment of his moſt magnificent promiſes 
reſpecting our future ſalvation, will coſt him 
leſs than what he hath already done for us in 
the death of his Son: this firſt gift is greater 


than all the reſt which are to follow, how- 


ever great, and affords the utmoſt aſſurance 
that they will come in due place and time, 
Hence the Apoſtle, with irrefiſtible force of 
argument, proceeds to demand, Who ſhall lay 
any thing to the charge of Gods elect? It is 
God that juftifieth : who is he that condemneth ? 
1. is Chriſt tbat died, yea rather that is riſen 
again, who is even at the right band of God, 
who alſo maketh interceſſion for us". If the 
elect or choſen people of God, his faithful 
ſervants, who love him, and walk in the way 
of his Eben are not condemned 


either by Gop or CurisT, what power is 
e X . there 


5 . Rom. viii. 32. | * Verſe 33, 34. 
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there in the whole onivirſe which they have 

reaſon to fear? None certainly; there is no 

condemnation to them: for, both from Go 
and CRHRISVT, they have already received ſuch 
+ teſtimonies of love, ſuch proofs of a diſpoſition 


and ability to juſtify them, and to complete 
_ the work of their ſalvation, as are more than 


ſufficient to free them from all jealouſies on 
that fide, and to eſtabliſh their hearts 1 in per- 
- ect confidence and ee 8 


Tur 808 is, „chough we are often aig! in 
hy New Teſtament to be now juſtified, ſaved, 
redeemed, delivered, and the like, becauſe 
we are put in the ſure way of obtaining 
theſe benefits, and cannot fail of them but 
by our own fault, yet, ſtrictly ſpeaking, we 


are at preſent ſaved from the guilt of fin, in 


Hope and expectation rather than in actual 
poſſeſſion. For, while here below, we walk 


_ by faith, not by fght". We are Javed by hope : 


but hope that is ſcen, is not hope; for what a 
man ſeeth, why doth he yet hope for ? But if 
wwe hope for that we ſee not, then do we with 
patience watt for it *. The earneſt expectation of 


. the creature (even the new creature) , wait- 
eth for the manifeſtation o the Sons of G. 


Me wait for the adoption, to wit, the redemption 
of our body*. We wail 85 the FRE of rig hteouſ- 
„ "neſs 
ps 2 Cor. v. 7. ; * Ro viii. 24, . 7 Verſe 19. 2 Foe 23. 
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neſs (or juſtification) by faith*, Gird up the 
loins of your mind, be ſober, and hope to the end 
for the grace that is to be brought unto-you at 
the revelation of Feſus Chrift*. So ſpeak the 


Apoſtles. An earneſt indeed, or ſure pledge 


of our juſtification *, we receive at preſent in 
the gift of the Spirit, and in our deliverance 
from the ſlavery of vicious paſſions. But 
take away. the future happineſs which we 
hope for, and all our preſent glories, as chri- 


ſtians, fade and die. They are reduced in 


point of duration, to a level with the honours 
of the world; and they often expoſe us to 
more contempt and miſery from without, 
than we would ſuffer by the want of them. 
But they are truly great and ſubſtantial, be- 
cauſe what is, begun here, 1s moſt certainly 
to be completed in that future and heavenly 


world. whither the Forerunner is for us entered, 


even Jeſus made an High Pricft 1 75 ever ger 
the order of Melchizedeck*. g 


1 ious the rey our reſurrection from 
the dead, and ſalvation from che wrath 'to 


come, or, in one word, our final deliverance 


from the guilt and puniſhment of fin, is a 


work to be effected only by the operation of 


that mughty power which Gop hath given 


„ . 00 


Gal. v. 3. d 1 Pet. i. 13. © 2 Cor. v. 5. Eph. i. 14. 
4 Heb. Yi 20 -- . | 


} 


— 
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to our Lord Jzsus CnRIST, whereby be is 
able to ſubdue all things unto himſelf *, But, 
becauſe the attainment of that power was 
the fruit and reward of his obedience unto 


death, and was neceſſarily connected with it, 
therefore our redemption and ſalvation are 


frequently aſcribed in Scripture to the more 


remote cauſe of them, the death and paſſion 


of CHRIST, as well as to their immediate and 
efficient cauſe, which is his immortal life and 
power; nay oftener aſcribed to the former, 
than to the latter; that our hearts might be 
more deeply penetrated with a ſenſe of the 
Divine goodneſs, of which the death of 

CHRIST was the moſt illuſtrious and ſtriking | 


proof, and ſuch' as we can never ſeriouſly 


think of, without feeling the mighty obliga- 
tion thereby laid upon us, to live not unto 
ourſelves, but unto him who hath bought 


us with his precious blood. 2 f 1 


r . by a lower and 
more familiar example: If a patriot hero 
delivers his country from oppreſſion or ſla very 


by gaining a deciſive victory over its ene- 
mies, but loſes his own life in the conflict, 


as it hath ſometimes happened, (the world 


| | hath ſeen ſeveral inſtances of men who de- 
voted their lives to inevitable deſtruction for 


die 


ES ol 8 
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the good of their country), we ſay very truly 


that he ſaved his country with and at the 


price of his blood, though the ſhedding. of 


his bloqd was not the thing that did directly 


and immediately procure its ſafety, but rather 
the vigour of his arm, his wiſe and refolute 
conduct. Or, if a man expoſes himſelf to 
great hardſhips and dangers in order to re- 
ſcue his friends from captivity, and actually 


receives very grievous and painful wounds 


while engaged in this generous ſervice, . but 


eſcapes death, and gains his point, and has 
the pleaſure to ſee the happy fruit of all his 


toils and ſufferings ; we ſay, in like manner, 
that he reſcued or redeemed his friends by 
his blood, which always conveys an idea of 


NN > | the 


* Whatever advanitage any one procures, either to him- 


ſiolf or others, at the hazard of his life, he may be ſaid to 


buy it with his blood; aud this phraſeology is not peculiar 
to Scripture. Marius, in his war againſt the Cimbri, hav- 
ing encamped at Aix in Provence, in an advantageous 
ground, which only wanted water, his ſoldiers complained 
that he was going to make them die with thirſt. * Yonder 
is water (faid he to them, pointing to a little river not far 
off, but to which they had no acceſs, without expoſing 


. themſelves to the attacks of the enemy) but you muſt 


« purchaſe at the price of your blood. But King David 
uſes ſtill a bolder figure upon the ſame ſubject. When his 
three mighty men, breaking through an hoſt of the Phi- 


liſtines, brought him water out of the well of Bethlehem, 


whick he carneftly longed to drink of, he would not drink 
it after it was put into his hand, but poured it out unto 
the Lok p; for, ſaid he, I not this the blood of the men thab 
quent in jeopardy f their lives? 2 Sam. xXxIii. I $417, 
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the generoſity of his character, together wich 
his ſucceſs, though it is certain this ſacceſs 
was not in the leaſt promoted, but rather 
hindered, by his loſs of blood. The. fakt is, 
that he reſcued his friends by. conquering 
and deſtroying their enemies; which might 
poſſibly have happened without any hurt to 
the conqueror at all, as it ſeems to have done 
in the caſe of Abraham when he delivered 
Lot. - By a ſimilar way of ſpeaking, we find 
every where in the New Teſtament, effects 
aſcribed to the death or blood of CAHRIST, 
which were by no means owing to it fimply 
and ſeparately conſidered, but to it as con- 
nected with the putity of his life before, and 
with the glorious power of his reſurrection 
following it, and which without this power 
following his death, could never have exiſt- 
ed. Thus it is written, that through death 
 Chrift deſtroyed him that had the power of death, 
that ws, the devil, and delivered them who 
through fear of death "were all their lifetime 
ſubject to bondage. It was not through death 
conſidered ſimply in itſelf, that he accom- 
pliſhed this great work, but through death 
as the cauſe and ground of that mighty 
Power whereby he is able to give unto HIS 
eternal life. In like manner, Gop is ſaid, by 
8 the 997 o his Son, to have fpoiled A a | 
7 an 
T Gen. xiv 5 . Heb. 1. 7 to | 


#, 
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as powers, and to have made a Hoe of them 
openly, triumphing over them in it, or by him. 
And it was truly glorious to gain ſach a 
victory, by what ſeemed ſo contrary to it. 
But CHRIST would not in fact have obtained 
this triumph, nay the powers of darkneſs 
would have triumphed over him, if his igno- 


minious death had not been fucceeded by a 


reſurrection, which gave him power to de- 
liver mankind from the priſon of the grave“. 
So it was not properly when he ſuffered on 
the croſs, but when be aſcended up on high, 
that he led captivity captive ©; and it is this 
that enables the meaneſt of his followers to 
exult over the king of terrors, and to ſay, O 
Death, where is thy ting? O Grave, where is 
thy victory? The victory of our LoRD was 
| complete, but not an eaſy and bloodleſs: one: 
it eoſt him the deſtruction of his body, or 
fleſhly part; but while he loſt that, he gain- 
ed power to cruſſi the ſovereignty of Satan, 
and to break his empire in pieces: according 
to the original promiſe of redemption made 
to man at his firſt apoſtacy, The ſeed of the 
woman, ſaid Gop to the ſerpent, Mall bruiſe 
| ah Lena and thou ſhall 1 8 hns vents 8 

7 „ 2 PF a 
0 Cali \ Eph. iv. 8. * 1 Cor. xv. 55. 1 Gen. iii. "ity; 


— 


* Mortem ſuſcipere non recuſavit, ut homo illo duce 
ſubactam et concatenatam mortem cum ſuis terroribus 
triumpharit. Lact. lib. iv. 
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' FROM theſe things, then, agreeably to di- 
vine hiſtorical record, and to ancient pro- 
phecy, we may without difficulty perceive, 


how not only the pardon of fin, but all the 


other bleſſings of the Goſpel, are derived to 
us, through the death or blood of CHRIST. 
If the Goſpel hath been promulgated to the 


world, with proper evidences of its truth, 


and if multitudes of men of all nations have 


been converted to the faith of it; this, for 
the reaſon above explained, is frequently ſet 


forth as one of the bleſſed fruits of his death, 


_ though it was principally and more imme- 


diately owing to his ſubſequent reſurrection. 
With reference to which he himſelf ſays, 
Except a corn wheat fall into the ground, and 
die, it abideth alone ; but of it die, it bringeth 
forth much fruit"; intimating, that that event 
which his friends could at firſt ſo ill bear the 


thoughts of, and by which his enemies hoped 


to bury his name and doctrine under eternal 
infamy, would contribute in the end more 
than all that had previouſly happened, to its 
glory and ſucceſs. For, as he adds a little 


after, V be liſted up, I will draw all men 
unto me: I will perſuade. innumerable mul- 
titudes of men, of every rank and condition, 
to embrace my religion, as well from among 


the N ane as the He 80 we know! it hath 
come 


WT * xii, 24 | * Verſe 12. | 
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come to paſs. And how did the crucifixion 


of CyR1sT (for that is what he means by 


his being lifted up) conduce ſo much to this 
great end? It did ſo not only by attracting 
the attention of men, by intereſting their af- 
fections, and engaging them to conſidef and 
examine ſeriouſly the cauſe of ſo extraordi- 
nary an event, (which effects were in ſome 
meaſure common to it with the martyrdom - 
of other ſaints), but what is infinitely greater 
and more peculiar, by being a ſtep previouſly 

neceſſary to his reſurrection and advance- 
ment to the right hand of Gop; in conſe- 
quence of which, he gave his Apoſtles power, 
by the deſcent of the Holy Spirit upon them, 
to be credible and convincing witneſſes to 
him, both in Jeruſalem, and in all udea, and in 
* and to the uttermeſt fart of the earth?, 


Thus our very knowledge of the Goſpel, 
and of all the noble inſtructions and motives 
it propoſes in order to reform and ſanctify 
us, or in other words, our redemption from 
the i ignorance and vanity of a heatheniſh con- 
verſation in which our forefathers lived“, is a 
benefit for which we are indebted to the 
blood of CHRIST. By his blood, we who were 

fome time afar off, are made nigh *. By it, he 
hath redeemed us to God *, or purchaſed us to 


5 „A i. 8. o 1 Pet. i. 18. 1 Eph. ii. 13. Rev. v. 9. 
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be 4 church of God!, inſtead of e as 
before, by our ignorance and idolatry, a 
Synagogue of Satan. Ve loved the Church, 
(while as yet it had no being as a barely, 
and'gav , vo e himſelf for it, that he might ſauctiſy 

leanſe it ' with the waſhing of water by 
| the word, that be might preſent it to himſelf a 
glorious church, not having ſpot or wrinkle, or 
any fuch thing, but that it ſhould be holy and 
without blemiſh*, - All which was done after 
his reſurrection, by the . preaching of the 
Apoſtles in his name. I have e/pon/ed you to 
one huſbund, ſaid St Paul to the Church of 
Corinth, that 7. may ae yow as a e 

e to Chriſt. 


Wx are juſtified by hir blood” is be 
© halls by the ſhedding of his blood, he ob- 
tained power to juſtify us.—He was raiſed 


again for our juſtification ", But for his riſing 


again, it is evident, there had been no occa- 
ſion, if the work of our juſtification could 
have been completed merely by the effuſion 
of his blood. In like manner, we are recon- 
ciled unto God by the death of bis Sen, and 
our peace was made through the blood of his 
erofs 7. But the reconciling of all things 

unto himſelf, was a work which the Father 
did not accompliſh by bim. till he had raiſed | 


| him 
Tae XX. is C Eph, v.27. 52 Cor. xi. 2. » Rom. v. 9. 
Chap. iv. 25. Chap- v. 10. Col. i. 20. . 
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him from the dead to immortal life and glory, 
and made him the Head of the body, the 
Church“. And becauſe in order to redeem us, 


CuR1sT gave himſelf for us, therefore Hic life 


is our ranſom*, and his blood the price of our 
redemptionꝰ. But it is certain our redemption 
was not procured by his death alone; if it had, 


there would have been no need of his reſurrec- 


tion, as before ſaid ; whereas according to the 


doctrine of the Apoſtle Paul, above ſer forth, 


if CnHR1sT had not riſen, all our hopes of re- 

demption and ſalvation by him would have 

been buried in the ſame tomb with himſelf. 
Tuts Section, I fear, hath been prolix, 


and yer I cannot Foce it without making 


at leaſt one practical reflection upon the 
whole, which is this: When we ſee ſuch ef- 
fectual proviſion made for delivering us for 


ever from the guilt and condemnation of fin, 
and that CurIsT who loved us, and gave 


himſelf for us, is exalted to eternal power 


7 and glory, for the expreſs purpoſe of fulfill- 


ing all his grand promiſes to us, does not 
this tend powerfully to engage our compli- 
ance with theſe gracious purpoſes of Heaven 
in our favour? Does it not forcibly perſuade 
us to forſake all fin, and to preſent ourſelves 
as living ſacrifices unto Gop? Does it not 
Kindle in us ſome zeal for the duties of a 


humble 


= Col. i. 18,20, a Matth. xx. 28. by Cor.vi. 20. 1 Pet. i 18, 19. 
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humble piety and benevolence, and all good 
works, to ſee a ſtedfaſt perſeverance in them, 
under extreme ſufferings, crowned with ſach 
glory and honour, in the perſon of our Di- 
vine Saviour? Does it not animate our hope 
of immortal glory, to behold the SoN of 
God entered into heaven as our forerunner, 
with a view to ſecure our entrance in thither 


after him? And what ſincere believer can re- 


fuſe to follow and imitate, even to death, a 
Saviour who hath thus gone before us in the 


ſure road to eternal life ? Shall not the blood 
of CHRIST, ſhed for the remiſſion of ſin, pre- 


vail on us to forſake our ſins, and turn from 


dead works, to ſerve the living Gop ?—Or, 


Shall I rather reſolve to fruſtrate all the de- 
ſigns. of Divine mercy in my behalf; and, 
after every thing is prepared on the part of 
Heaven, with fach coſt and labour, to put 
me in poſſeſſion of immortal bliſs, ſhall I 


wilfully draw back, and plunge myſelf into 


everlaſting. perdition, ? © Forbid it, gracious 


5 Gop! Let me not be ſo fooliſhly, Jo un- 


© gratefully, ſo deſperately wicked! Rather 
let thy abundant goodneſs, O Gop! re- 
claim and ſauctify my life, while it admi- 
niſtereth ſuch ſtrong conſolation to my 


heart; and make me a partaker of thy ho- 
1 . that I may ſhare in thoſe pleaſures 


which are at thy right hand, for evermore, 


through Jesvs Cukisr. Amen.” 
bs IV. 
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SECTION IV. 
OUR fourth and 14. obſervation relating 
to the point before us, was, That in the death 


of CHRIsT we have the ſtrongeſt ſecurity 


given us, for the vouchſafement of pardon to 


penitent ſinners, and in general for the full 


accompliſhment of all Goſpel promiſes and 
threatenings, even of the whole covenant on 
God's part, thus ſealed with the blood of his 


only Son.“ | 


| 1 the literal- views which the Scripture 
gives us, of the connection between the 


blood of CurisT and the pardon of fin, 


have been in ſome meaſure explained, as I 
humbly conceive, in the preceding obſerv- 
ations.—For we have ſeen, that what CHRIST 
ſuffered for us, was according to God's will, 
and ſubſervient to his deſigns of love to- 


wards us: that out of regard to ſuch unpa- 


ralleled goodneſs and worth as CurisT diſ- 


played in his death, -Gop is pleaſed to ſhew 


_ favour to ſinners otherways unworthy of it; 
and that he harh further rewarded CHRIST's 


righteouſneſs with power to grant repent- 


ance and remiſſion of fins, and eternal ſal- 


vation to all them that obey him. Theſe 


are 
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are facts drawn moſtly from the evangelical 
"hiſtory. We now come to a figurative and 
metaphorical deſcription of the efficacy of 


CuRr1sT's blood in taking away the guilt of 
ſin, which does not at bottom mean any 
thing very different from what has been al- 
ready ſaid, but yet merits conſideration by 
itſelf, becauſe it often occurs in the apo- 


ſtolic writings, and will lead us ſomewhat 
farther into the nature of CHRIS T's religion. 
It is that by which the death or blood of 
Cuxlsr is repreſented as a ſacrifice, ſolemn- 
Iy ratifying the doctrine he taught, and aſ- 


ſuring the benefit of pardon in its utmoſt 
extent, to all them that repent according to 


His preſcriptions. // Every article of the doo 


trine, or covenant, is ratified by the ſame 
authentic ſeal ; but the remiſſion of fins to 
true penitents, is that part of it which falls 


more immediately under our conſideration at 
preſent. Hence CHRIS T's blood is called the 


Blood of the covenant *, even that new and ever- 
laſting covenant *, wherein Gop hath promiſed 
for one great article of it, that our fins and 
mniquities he will remember no more. Accord- 


ing to this covenant, all fins, how numerous 


and great ſoever, provided they do not ex- 


_ elude that repentance which the Goſpel re- 


Gn but are followed, by it, ſhall be for- 
given 


64S Heb. x. 29. * Chap. x. 17. 


» Chap. ail, 20. 
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given unto men, and ſhall be no obſtacle to 
their enjoying eternal life in heaven. This 
is the covenant which God hath been pleaſed 
to make with us; and this gracious covenant 
he hath ratified and eſtabliſhed in the blood 
of his dear Son, to give us the greater aſſur- 
ance of its unalterable truth and validity. 
Moreover, this view of the Goſpel, as a cove- 
nant or pation between different parties, 
with a divine ſeal appended to it, ſeems to 
be given chiefly in alluſion to the old cove- 
nant which Gop eſtabliſhed with the people 
of Iſrael by the hand of Moſes. It was of 
another nature, and had another kind of 
ſeal; yet there was ſuch a reſemblance be- 
tween them, as, to thoſe elpecially who had 
lived under the old coyenant, made it very 
proper to ſpeak of Goſpel benefits in figures 
and alluſions borrowed from. the former 
_ diſpenſation : which is done occaſionally in 
other parts of the New Teſtament, but con- 
ſtantly chroughout the Epiſtle to the He- 
brews. Here, therefore, it may be proper, 
before we ſpeak directly to the point pro- 
poſed, to conſider briefly the nature of the 
old covenant, and what proviſion it made 
for the pardon of fin; and to compare it in 
this reſpect with the new Ae or 75 ; 
8 of CURIST, 1 8 

Yu, 
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1, Tur law of Moſes was a temporal con- 
ſtitution, adapted to the uſe of a ſingle nation, 
of which Gop himſelf condeſcended to be 
King; and in that capacity, preſcribed rules 
for the method and order of their civil go- 
vernment, as well as for forming their morals, 
and directing them in the offices of religion. 
But, omitring the civil and moral part of the 
law, our ſubject confines us more eſpecially 
to its ceremonial inſtitutions, Theſe were 
very numerous and ſplendid, and were cele- 
brated in a magnificent tabernacle or temple, 
conſtructed in every part according to the Di- 
vine direction; where the Loxn of Heaven 
and Farth was pleaſed, after a more pec u- 
liar manner, to manifeſt his preſence, or to 
dwell and reign in the midſt of his people. 
He was the ſole object of all their religious 
worſhip: and among other rites and cere- 
monies to be performed in obedience to him, 
there were ſacrifices and oblations of various 
kinds; ſome, as an acknowledgement of mer- 
cies received from Gop *; others, in order o 
obtain bleſſings from Link * : and others, to 
make atonement for their ſins. Ir is theſe laſt 
that we have chiefly to do with at preſent. 


Now, we find atonements were made for 


places zo: things „ as well as perſons ; 
| .__ _ either 
4 Lev. vii. 12. © : Verſe — 
© * Sce an Eſſay on this ſubject in the Theological ys 
ow Vol, III. p. 355 | 
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either to ſeparate them from a common, to a 
religious uſe and ſervice, or to reſtore them 


to it, after they had been profaned. Thus, 


the altar, the high prieſt and his ſons*, the 


Levites -, and the whole people of Iſrael”, had 


each their ſeveral atonements of conſecration 
made for them, whereby they were ſolemnly 
- purified, and fer apart for the ſervice of Gop: 


not that theſe atonements had any efficacy in 
themſelves to procure the honours and bene- 


fits aſcribed to them; but that, upon per- 


forming the ſacrifices required, the perſons - 
and things atoned for, were, by the ſove- 


reign appointment of Gop, declared to be 


duly. purged and expiated, and fit for his 


ſervice. / Or, if perſons, and holy things, by 


any circumſtance became unfit for the pu- 
blic ſervice of Gop, as then regulated, and 


were excluded or ſet aſide from the ſame, 
it was provided, that, by certain ſacrifices of 
_ atonement, they might be reſtored to the 
privileges and uſes they had loſt. Exclu- 
ſion from the public worſhip of God, for 


which atonements were provided, perſons 
might incur by bodily diſcaſes', by natural 
uncleanneſſes 1 and accidental events, by ſins 


of ignorance”, and, laſtly, by certain moral 
f offences en ſpecified, for which a- 


. tonements 


"Exod. xxix. Mad m Nee te 7 Chap. xiv, xv. _ | 


* Lev. xii. | Numb. vi. Chap. xv. 
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tonements ſeem to bare been allowed, leſt the 
number of the excommunicated fhovid: le. 
come too great. Theſe were inſtances of 
fraud and injuſtice *, where the damage or 
loſs. could be repaired to the injured party *, 
and which the offender was obliged to repair 
before any atonement could be admitted for 
him. For all theſe, atonements were to be 
made by preſcribed ſacrifices; and when 
made, the legal-incapacity which had been 
contracted for the worſhip. of the Gap of 
. Urael, was taken off, and removed. 5 
AFTER all the precautions, however, that 
| particular perfons could uſe, either to avoid, 
or to wipe away, by proper atonements, all 
manner of fin and uncleanneſs, admitting 
thereof as ſoon as it came to be known, 
there might ſtill happen many things un- 
ſuitable to the majeſty and holineſs of Gop; 
and many offences committed by his people, 
might remain unexpiated, becauſe they were 
not known or diſcovered. Therefore a day 
of general and ſolemn atonement“ was ap- 
Xoifted to be obſerved every year, to re- 
move all defects and unfitneſſes for the pre- 
ſence and ſervice of Gop, whether reſpect- 
ing the holy place, the tabernacle, the altar, 
the veſſels of the ſanctuary, the miniſters of 
e AT or the whale PR of Urael, 
Bor 


» Ta v. 1, Kc. Lei vi. 1 „Ke. N A xix. 21, 22. 
? Chap. xvi. 6,19. Chap. xxiii. 27, 28. * Exod. xxx. 10. 
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Bur Gods: general atonements were not 
meant to excuſe the omiſſion or neglect of 
the atonements preſcribed for particular fins 
and uncleanneſſes which were known; and 
for fins committed wilfully and preſump- 
tuoufly, whether againſt the ritual or the 
moral precepts of the Law, (unleſs in the 
few inſtances formerly ſpecified), no atone- 


ments were appointed at all. Wherever life 


was forfeited, no atonement * could be re- 
7 8„ 


us That the tin of ſacrificing men and ober animals, 
by way of compenſation for the forfeited life of the of- 
ferer, or of others, obtained among the Heathen Nations, 
ſeems to be an unqueſtionable fact. See Cæſ. Com. lib. 


vi. cap. 15; and Virgil, Eneid, v. 483. not to mention 
other authorities. But ſome learned men have doubted 
whether the atonements preſcribed by the Moſaical Law 


were. preciſely of the ſame kind; becauſe no atonement 
could be admirted where life was bed hecauſe atone- 
ment was not made in any caſe merely by the killing of the 
victim; and becauſe it was made in divers caſes where there 
was no moral guilt, and ſometimes without the death of 
any animal, or any ſhedding of blood. I do not enter into 


controverſy, but ſhall beg leave to mention here a curious 


paſſage from an Hiſtorical Account of the Riſe and Progreſs 
of the Colonies of South Carolina and Georgia, printed 


in 1779. The Author relates, that at a conference held 
between Governor Glen and the Creek Indians in 1752, | 
Malatchee, the Head of the Indian party, among other a- 


pologies for the outrages lately committed by his country- 


men, ſaid, * A Chickſaw, who lived in our nation, in a 
9 fit, ſhot a white man. I knew you would de- 


mand ſatisfaction. I thought it beſt to give it before it 


© was aſked. The Meyer was . at a great di- 
| ; ance 
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See lasten of ite l ahis feb; he bur 


ſinned againſt. Moſes's. law, died without mercy*. 


And David was perfectly ſenſible that none 
of the legal ſacrifices could atone for his 
guilt, in ſeducing the wife, and procuring the 


death of Uriah the Hittite; for thou deſireſt 
not der e, — 55 on 7 akin; a it tee 
5 IE 


5 Nowb. xv. 30, 31. Reb. x. 28. Pfl. i. 16. 


ſtance from me. I EN my horſe, and rode through | 
the towns with your agent, I took the Head of every 
_ © town along with me. We went to the place, and de- 


© manded ſatis faction. It was given. The blood of an 
© Indian was ſpik for the blood of a white man. The 5 
© of the murderer purchaſed his life, and voluntarily killed 


© himſelf in his ſtead.'—* Here (remarks the hiſtorian) is 


© an inſtance of an atonement made, and- juſtice ſatisfied, 


© by the ſubſtitution of an innocent man in place of the 


© guilty. An uncle voluntarily and generouſly, offers to 


die in place of the nephew: the favages accept of the 
© offer; and in conſequence of his death, declare that ſatiſ- 


< faction is made. But Governor Glen, it ſeems, was by 


no means ſatisfied with this ſubſtitution. Addreſſing him- 


felf to the Indians, he ſaid, For theſe outrages Þ have 


ſent for you to demand ſatis faction; and alſo for the mur- 


der committed in one of your towns, for which ſatisfac- 
© tion was made by the death of another perſon, and not 


of the murderer. For the future, I acquaint you, that 


© nothing will be deemed as ſatisfaction for the lives of 
© our people, but the lives of thoſe perſons themſelves who 
© ſhall be guilty of the murder. Now, whether the Britiſh 
Governor, or the Indian Chief, was in the right, the reader 


will judge. Men will have different notions of theſe mat- 


ters, according to their education, temper, habits of think- 
ing, and means of inſtruction; and are they entitled to 


-  perſecute, or even to renounce communion with one ano- 


ther, on that account? 


— 
br 
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All. the above ceremonies, ſuited as they 
were to a ruder age, and a more imperfect 
diſpenſation of religion, ſerved to eſtabliſh 
and preſerve a federal union between Gop 
and the children of Iſrael, and to regulate 
their intercourſe with him as their King. 
The appointed ceremonies of atonement, 
when: duly performed, had, by the will of 
Go, the effect intended by them, to pro- | 
cure forgiveneſs. of the ſins for which they 
were offered, and to remove: all hindrances 
on that ſcore to the free and full enjoyment 
of the privileges of God's people: But, then, 
the ſins they were offered for, were compa- 
ratively ſmall and inconſiderable, generally 
flowing from ignorance and inadvertency, 
or from natural and unavoidable infirmities, 
without any moral guilt at all; and in theſe 
they could avail only to the forgiveneſs of 

what was paſt, there being no proviſion made 
for the forgiveneſs of the like fins committed 

_ afterwards, except by a repetition of the like 
ſacrifical atonements; nor had they any ef- 
fe to aboliſh the reigning power of fin, or 
to make men ceaſe from ſinning for the time 
to come. Finally, they could at beſt Janetify 
only to the purifying of the fleſh", that is, re- 
move legal incapaciries, fit men for the pre- 
ſence and worſhip of the Gop of Iſrael, and 
Y +” . entitle - 
” N Heb, ix. 13, | 
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entitle them to the quiet enjoyment of Jewiſh 


privileges in the land of Canaan:—of the 
final remiſſion of fin, by a deliverance from 
death the wages of it, and the attainment of 
immortal life, ns yielded not eum leaſt 8 8 80 


or Se 


1 theſs carnal res, therefore, 
were ſet afide by the Goſpel, and a more 


perfect and ſpiritual worſhip ſubſtituted in 
their place, it was proper to let the Jewiſh 
converts ſee, that by embracing this heavenly 


doctrine, they did not forfeit any valuable 


privilege or advantage allotted. by the law 
to its votaries; but, on the contrary, became 


entitled to much greater and more ſubſtan- 
tial privileges. This neceſſarily introduced 
a compatiſon between the legal atonements, 


and that which we obtain through the me- 


diation of our Loxp Jzsus CHRIST, where 
the ſame phraſes! are uſed concerning the 


latter which did properly belong to the 
former, and the benefit of it is ſhewn'to be 


far nobler and more important; ſo that if 


5 legal expiations were types and prefigur- 


ations of good things to come, they were, 


in point of real value, no better than ſha- 
dos, or faint delineations of them. 


Tuaus 


Death of Feſus Cr „ 
Tavs we find our SAVIOUR, 1 in his death, 
compared to the Serpent lifted up by Moſes in 
the wilderneſs*, to the Paſchal Lamb”, and to 
the Mercy-Seat*; and being often called a 
Sacrifice, which is a general word compre- 
hending different kinds, he is repreſented 
more particularly as a ſacrifice for fin, or a 
ſin-offering**, a burnt offering*F, a peace- 
offering f, a meat offering g, a propitia- 
tion“, or rhe victim by which it is effected, 
and a curſe J. More than one of theſe, or 
rather none of them, he could be in a literal 
ſenſe; but ſomething there was in his hiſ⸗ 
tory and character which made him re- 
ſemble them all, though in truth of a very 
different kind, and vaſtly ſuperior to what- 
ever was meant, even by the nobleſt of 
them. In like manner, he is compared to 
the Jewiſh High Prieſt, though of a differ- 
ent and higher order, and though he ex- 
celled him infinitely in the dignity, the du- 
ration, the extent, the power, and beneficial 
effects of his Prieſthood. The e where 
FEES = i 

* John iii. 14, 15. 7 1 Cor. v. 7. -* Rom, iti. 25. 8 
* Heb. xiii. Lt, 12. Rom. viii. 3. d Heb. x. 5, 6, 8. 

© Eph. v. 2. 41 John ii, 2. Chap. iv. 10. 
: Ei) Gal. iii. 13. EO. igt aeg Tl. | 
| + OAXAUT Opt or AozepTuruas, ON or „essere This i is ſaid 


only as he was prefigured by the ſacrifice of Iſaac. He.” : 
xxii. 23 13. 
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he officiates, is Heaven; and his fleſh is the 
vail, which being taken away, a free en- 
trance was opened, by a new and living 
way, into the true Holy of Holies, The 
ſprinkling of the blood of the victim, in 
order to finith the aronement, anſwers to the 
ſprinkling of our hearts from an evil con- 
ſcience; the blood ſprinkled. is his own 
blood, 1 he is at the ſame time the Prieſt 
who ſprinkles it. It is difficult, if not im- 
poſſible, to underſtand theſe chings other- 
"wiſe than as figurative alluſions ; and they 
are certainly to be interpreted agreeably to 
the facts and circumſtances of the Goſpel 
hiſtory, without which we ſhall be in dan- 
ger of founding doctrines on them, which 
my were never . e to 8 | 


Tue Mofaieal High Prieſt RE EREY once a 
year into the Holy of Holes : JIxsus entered 
into Heaven once for all; the former with 
the blood of ſlain beaſts; the latter, with his 
own blood. In the legal ſacrifices, atone- 
ment was ſometimes made without killing 
any victim at all'; when the, death of an 
animal intervened, the atonement was not 
accompliſhed merely by its death, but by 
the ſprinkling of its blood afterwards, which 
was the . * of the ONS, Prieft. 
Mong- 
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- MoREOVER, what Jzsus does for us as a 
Prieſt, was not completed by his ſufferings 
on the croſs, when he was not yet properly 
_ conſecrated to his prieſtly office"; but hav- 
ing become obedient unto death,, and being 
afterwards raiſed from the dead, and in- 
veſted with all power in heaven and earth, 
he officiates as a High Prieſt over the Houſe 
of Gop, and expiates perfectly all fins what- 


ever, paſt, preſent, and to come, provided 


they be truly repented of. He not only 
grants penitent ſinners the remiſſion of their 
ſins in this world, as the law of Moſes did, 
and the free enjoyment of the privileges of 
 Gov's Church; but will finally deliver them 
from death, and crown them with immor- 
tality. And as his ſufferings were the ne- 
ceſſary means of preparing him for the great 
office of cxpiating or making atonement for 
the fins of men, it is evident he could not 
effectually and completely execute that of- 
fice, until he aſcended into Heaven, and ſat 
on the right hand of Go. 


II. Havino given > brief account of 
the legal atonements, compared with that of 
Cunisr, we now proceed. to conſider his 
blood or death as a ſolemn confirmation of 
| the covenant of our pardon and peace through 
„ Heb, > 1 Chap. viii. 4. Chap. ii. 17. 
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him, or as the blood of a vichm ſhed to : 
give force and validity to it. 


In -rattitig pardon to penitent Kaders, 
Gob had always from the beginning of the 
world, exerciſed his eſſential mercy and com- 
_ paſſion, For the name by which he choſe 
to be known of old, was, The Lord, The Lord 
Gad, merciful and gracious, long-ſuffering, and 
abundant in goodneſs and truth, keeping mercy 
far thouſands, forgiving iniquity, and tranſgręſ 
ian and fin. There was nothing but fin 
unrepented of, that ſtood between men and 


the richeſt, toketss of 11 favour. Even in 
IT; ! . their 
| k Exod. xxxiv. 6, 7. | 
* © The various methods of ann and atonement, 
(fays Dr Johnſon) * which fear and folly have dictated, 
or artifice and intereſt tolerated in the different parts of 
the world, however they may ſometimes reproach or 
degrade humanity, at leaſt ſhew the conſent; of all ages 
and nations-in their opinion of the placability of the 
Divine Nature. That Gop will forgive, may indeed 
be eſtabliſhed as the firſt and fundamental truth of re- 
ligion; for, though the knowledge of his exiſtence is 
the origin of philoſophy, yet without the belief of his 
mercy, it would have little influence on our conduct. 
There could be no proſpect of enjoying the protection 
or regard of Him, whom the leaſt deviation made-inexor- 
able for ever; and every man would naturally withdraw 
his thoughts from the contemplation of a Creator, whom 
he muſt conſider as a Governour-too pure to be pleaſed, 
and too ſevere to be pacified ; as an enemy infinitely wiſe, 
and infinitely powerful, whom he could neither deceive, | 


| eſcape, nor reſiſt,” NO No. 116; 
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their impenitent ſtare, he pitied and ſought 
them; and he waited only for their amEnd- 
mute to receive them into the boſom of his 
love. This was the effect of mere goodneſs, 
and often of uncovenanted mercy; of which 
there are many examples in the Old Teſta- 
ment. See, among others, the following 
paſſages: Gen. iv. 7. Chap. xviii. 23. 
Chap. xx. 17. Neh. ix. Ezek. xvin, xxxiii. 
Jer. iii. 12.—1 5. Chap. iv. 1. Jonah iii. 10. 
Pſal. xxxii. 5. Pſal. ciii. 3279 But under 
the Goſpel diſpenſation, Gop, for our com- 
fort, hath graciouſly obliged himſelf to ex- 
tend mercy to the penitent, by an expreſs 
and perpetual covenant, confirmed in ſuch 
a manner as to prevent all reaſonable doubt 


bo its being fulfilled on his part, in its ut- 


moſt extent. By virtue of this covenant, we 
are not left to collect our hope of pardon 
merely from general reaſonings concerning 
the goodneſs and placability of Gop. Beſide 


theſe, our ee 1s s built on his veracity, his 
faith 


0 The reaſon why penitence, or a broken and contrite 
_ © heart, is ſo acceptable to God, Pl. Ii. 17. is becauſe it is 
© adapted to the nature and conſtitution which Gop has 
given us, is the proper and powerful corrective of thoſe 
© vices which occaſioned it, prepares the heart for the re- 
4 ception and culture of virtue in general, and has an im- 
* mediate influence in exciting and increaſing our piety, 
© humanity, meekneſs, moderation, and ohariey.' Far 
auler s Sermons. | | | 
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348 A Practical Eſay on the 


6 
faithfulneſs, his wiſdom, his holineſs, and 


even his juſtice, All his perfections are 
intereſted in ſhewing mercy to finners who 


' repent, And the blood of CHRIST ſhed to 


ratify this covenant, demonſtrates, \ beyond 
all arguments, the ſtrong and fixed pur- 
poſe of ALMIGHTY Gop, to make good 
every tittle of it, as far as the nature and 
order of his government permits it to de- 
pend on him. Guilt is naturally attended 
with jealouſies and fears, which even the 
deepeſt repentance is oftimes not able to ap- 
peaſe, eſpecially amidſt affliction, and in any 
aweful and alarming ſcenes of Providence. 


But Gop, in his goodneſs, hath uſed every 


Precaution to invite and encourage the re- 
pentance of ſinners, and to make them fly 


to it, as their haven of reſt. He hath omitted 


nothing which is proper to quiet the fears 


of true penitents, and to aſſure them of his 
forgiveneſs and favour. What better ſecu- 


rity could he give us of this, than by mak- 
ing the blood of his only Son, the blood of 
the covenant ? And how can we doubt of it, 


8 after ſuch a pledge of his love accompany- 
ing the promiſe and oath of his mouth? 


Any other method of confirming the cove- 


nant, if appointed by Gop, might have been 


ſufficient; . but there was no other ta well 


| 0 prin 
1 > oh i. 5 


inſpire us with ſtrong contolation; | 


Tur the blood of Cunisr was ſhed to 


confirm the doctrine publiſhed by him, and 
to ſatisfy our minds of its truth, appears 


from many paſſages of Scripture. It is im- 
plied in that noble confeſſion which he made 
before Pontius Pilate, 70 this end was 1 


born, and for this cauſe came I into the world, 


that I. ſhould bear witiieſs unto the truth”, He 
had previouſly confirmed it by many other 
proofs; but now, he intimates that he was to, 
bear witneſs to it with his blood, Accord- 
ingly his blood is one of the three witneſles 
to which St John appeals in confirmation of 
Jesvs being the SON of God"; and likewiſe _ 


of the record. or teſtimony, that God. hath 
given to us eternal life, and this life is his Son“. 


This is he that came by water and blood, even 


Feſus Chriſt ; not by water only, but by water 
and blood: and it 1s the Spirit that beareth 


witneſs, becauſe the Spirit is trutb'. In com- 


mon caſes, two - witneſſes are ſufficient to 
_ eſtabliſh any matter of fact; but here are 


| three: witneſſes ; f, Water, denoting the 
' innocence of our SaviouR's life, and the 
' purity of his doctrine, both of them worthy 


& GOD and 52 Sox, 28 perfectly ſuitable, 


f _ nay. 


15 dene xviii. 37. Hes John v. 5. » Verſe 11. P Verſe 6. 
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fitted to eſtabliſh our faith and hope, and t to 
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nay fundamental to a Divine inſtitution: 
' 2dly, The Spirit, which means the Divine 
teſtimonies that were given to CHRIS from 
his baptiſm to his death, and the miracles 
which were wrought by W and his apo- 
ſtles and miniſters after him; all proceeding 
from the Spirit or Power of Gop, and exhi- 
biting irrefragable proofs of the Divine ori- 
gin of CurIsT's religion. To theſe two wit- 
neſſes, the Apoſtle adds a third, to wit, Blood, 
becauſe CHRIST ſealed the truth which he 
taught, with his blood, and thereby gave the 
higheſt aſſurance which could be given, of 
his own veracity and integrity in declaring it. 
All theſe three witneſſes, the Apoſtle obſerves, 
agree in one", or join in confirming the ſame 
truth. 


nch Jesus Custer, ee became a 
williog ſacrifice for. the. truth, and laid down 
his life in confirmation of his doctrine, 

which is the new covenant, promiſing the 
remiſſion of ſins, and eternal life to all ſin- 
ners who repent and live virtuouſly; it was 
very natural, eſpecially when ſpeaking to 
perſons educated in the Jewiſh religion, to 
__ repreſent the blood of CHRIST as the blood 
of a covenant- victim, and to aſcribe all the 
| e of the 4 covenant to that blood by. 
. | N 
SEL AD lena 1.8. [i 
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which it was ratified and ſealed. This is 
done by the Apoſtle to the Hebrews", in a 

paſſage of which the ſenſe does not clearly 
appear in our tranſlation; but which may, 
I conceive, be truly expreſſed as follows: 
And for this reaſon be is the Mediator (or 
Surety) of the new covenant, that by means 
of death (or death intervening) fer the ex 
piation of ihe tranſgreſſions (which remained 
unexpiated) ander the firſs covenant, they 
which are called might receive the promiſe of 
eternal inheritance. For where a covenant is, 
there muſt alſo of neceſſity be the death , the 
(victim) appointed (to confirm it) &. For 
a couenaut is valid upon things being dead, 
[that is, after the ſacrifices ratifying it are 
duly flain and offered); otherwiſe it ic of no 
| AO at all while the 1 (victim of 
rati- 


Sa 
— 
* = 


hy Heb. ix. 15, 20. 


8 For clearing up the ſenſe of this pallige, I am much 
indebted to my worthy friend Dr Macknight, who, among 
many ather excellent criticiſtis on it, with which he fa- j 
voured me, in a letter dare Edinburgh 31ſt May 1778, ob- | 7 
ſerves, that our Tranſlators ought not to have departed from l 
the uſual meaning of the word J.a9uxza covenant, to make it 
ſignify a 7efament in this place, and that a teſtament does 
Not need the death of a mediator to render it valid. But 
the idea of Jes vs, the Mediator of the new covenant, dying 
as a ſacrifice to ratify it, gives a clear and conſiſtent ſenſe to 
the whole. The ſame interpretation is given in Richie's 
Book on Atanement. v6 alſo en $ eee, and 
Worſeley 8. 
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ratification) liveth, In moſt, or all ancient 
_ covenants between G op and Man, the 
death of ſome victim intervened for the 
conſtitution or ratification of the covenant*; 
This cuſtom prevailed even among the Hea- 
then, in their public and ſolemn pactions 
with one another. Whereupon (adds the 
Apoſtle) neither was ibe former covenant 
initiated without blood. For when Moſes had 
hoben every precept to all the people according 
o the" law, he tool the blood of calves and of 
| goats, eth water, and fearlet wool, and hyſſap, 
and ſprinkled both the book, and all the people, 
(the former in token of GOD's engage- 
ment to the terms of 'the. covenant, the 
latter in token of THEIRS), ing, This it 
the blood of the rovenant which: God hath 
. enjoined: unto you”, TO which tranſaction 
our Bleſſed Lord ſeems plainly to allude in 
the inſtitution of the Supper, when he ſays, 
bit it my blood of the new covenant”, or, This 
cup 1s the new covenant in my blood, The 
meaning of both expreſſions | is the 1 8 | 
namely, The wine in this cup repreſents my 
1 blood, foon to by no: on | the 4 para which. 


"will 


F ogy viii. ad. 8 xv. 3 1. Pal. 880 5. 5 
x Heb. ix. 8,—20. 755 Exod. xxiv. 3.—8. = Matth. xxvi. 28. f 
Mark iv. 24. Luke xxii. 20. | 1 Cor. xi. 2. 


Stabant, et cæſa jungebant fœdera porea.” Encid. wi 
9 5 Liv. lib. I. 4. 
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© will ſea], ratify; and confirm the new cove- 


* nant, as the old one was confirmed by the 
© blood of the victims ſlain on that occaſion; 


* and by virtue of this new covenant, finners 


may, upon repentance and converſion, aſſure 


* themſelves of pardon.' In reference to this 
alſo, when mention is made of our being 
come, or joined to Iꝝxsus the Mediator of the 


new covenant, it is added, And to the blood f 


ſprinkling, that JSpeaketh better things than that 
_ of Abel"; that is, the blood of Jesvs, ſhed to 
ratify the new covenant; and which being 
_ ſprinkled on the conſciences of ſincere peni- 


tent believers, makes them know afſuredly ' 


that their ſins are forgiven them. And thus 
doubtleſs the Apoſtle Peter underſtood it 
| likewiſe, when, addreſſing himſelf to all the 


believers of the Goſpel, he calls them Elect 


according to the foreknowledge of God the Fa- 
ther, through ſanctiſication of the Spirit unto 


. obedience,. and ſprinkling of the blood of Jeſus 


Chrift**, - Whence we learn, that Chriſtians 

are ſanQtified by the Spirit, and made the 

Elect of Sos. that they _y be obedient to 
Z 


% 


8 Heb. 3 xii. as. 1 Pet. i 1. 2. | 
e The blood of Canrrsr is repreſented in the New 


Teſtament in two different ftates, as ſbed, and as forinkled., 5 


Conũdered fimply as ſhed, it has reſpect to the whole 


world, and gives aſſurance to all men, of God's placability, | 


or his s willingneſs to pardon ſinners who "ore and believe 
| the 


his 
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his commands, and fo have their guilt waſh- 
ed away, according to the terms of that new 
and gracious covenant which is eabiled 5 
10 ram blood of CHRIST. - 6 SHS 


Ann aha eſis us — Se. view 
of our ſubject, according to which we may 
eaſily underſtand how all thoſe great effects 
come to be aſcribed to the blood of CuRIs c, 
reſpecting the remiſſion of fins, or the re- 


moval of guilt, which we find in fact a- 


ſcribed to it in the New Teſtament. For if 
theſe effects belong to the covenant itſelf, 


- they may with great truth and propriety be 
- aſcribed to that by which the covenant was 


rendered valid. For example, the abolition 
of the Moſaical ceremonies is often  fpoken 
of as an effect of CRIST's death: and cer- 


tainly, if a new covenant, which does not 
require theſe ceremonies, was ſealed and rati- 
fied with his blood, this would of courſe carry 
in it the abrogation of the old one; the eſta- 


ee of he ſecond, e the ann 
1 away 


the 1 r Tim. 6x Saks: ii. 2.— But the /prinl- 
ling of the blood of Jes us refers only to fincere believers, 
who fulfil the terms of the Goſpel, and whom Gop ac- 
tually pardons and ſaves. The blood of CARISs TH, there 
fore, though ſhed for us all, cannot benefit any but thoſe 
who are ſprinkled with it, which is only the fruit of Faith 
and Goſpel- Obedience, Heb. Xii. 24. X. 19. Rev. vii. 14. 
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away of the firſt*. Thus we read, that Jovi 
 CnRIsT bath broken down the middle wall of 
jartition between us, (that is, the covenant 
of peculiarity which before kept Jews and 
Gentiles ſo entirely ſeparate) ; having aboliſh- 
ed in bis fleſh the. enmity, even the law of 
| commandments contained in ordinances, to make. . 
in hamſelf, of twain, one new man, ſo making 
peace, und that he might reconcile both unto 
God in one body by the croſs, having ſlain the 
enmity thereby.—So likewiſe*, the handwrit- 
ing of ordinances, which ſtood in force a- 
gainſt us, and was fo contrary to our com- 
mon ſalvation, is declared to be blotted out, 
and taken out of the way, being nailed to 
our SAvIOuUR's croſs.” To underſtand which, 
we muſt obſerve; that the Jews were as much 
bound and engaged to keep the law of Moſes, 
with all its numerous rites and peculiarities, 
as men commonly are to the performance of 
any thing which they have promiſed by a 
writing under their hand. And it behoved 
the Gentiles too, before the manifeſtation of 
CHRIST, and while the law of Moſes was 
yet in force, to come under the ſame en- 
gagements, if they would have acceſs to 
Gob as his people; or obtain a ſhare in the 
privileges of his Church. But Go, by the 
IN of the blood of his Son on the croſs, 
1 % Eoayang : 
OM « Heb. „ Eph. ii. 116 © Col. ii. 14. 
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ratifying the new covenant, did conſequently 
blot out that handwriting, or cancel the obli- 


gation of the former covenant, which he had 


made with one people ; ; and he did it with 
the ſame marks of 1 ignominy and contempt 
which his dear Son had received from that 
-ungrateful and degenerate race. For, as they 


nailed CyrisT's body to the crofs, ſo, along 
with it, Gop ſaw fit to nail their law, and all 
the peculiar privileges they gloried in above 


the reſt of mankind. Nor was this againſt 
their intereſt rightly underſtood, but highly 
. favourable to it: for, thus he broke down 


the middle wall of partition between that 
people and others; that all believers in 
CHRIST, of whatever. nation or religion, 


might come together as a new people, and 


be formed into one great and lr e. 
N new terms. 


. 1 thine is 1 js the. e 


Apoſtle, in divers places of his Epiſtle to the 


Galatians, particularly where he ſays“ ; that 


when the | fulneſs of time was come, God ſent 
. forth his Son, to redeem them that were under 
_ the law, that wwe might receive the adoption of 
| Sons, God ſent his Sox for the redemption 


16 1 nder ene as nel» as gn who 
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were all® ; in a ſenſe under the law before 


the coming of CHRIST H; there being then no 


other way of dB to the benefits of 


Gop's Church, but that of circumciſion, 
and an abſolute ſubjection to the other ordi- 
nances of the law. But CHRIST was ſent to 


fer men free from that obligation, and to 
ſhew them another way of obtaining the 


nobleſt privileges of the children of Gop, 


that we (believers of every nation) might 
receive the adoption of Sons. Hence alfo 


the ſame Apoſtle teſtifies*, that CHRISH hath 
redeemed us from the curſe of the law, being 
made a curſe for us; that is, having ſuffered 


death on the croſs, which. he calls being 


made a curſe, becauſe the law ſays, Curſed 


is every one that hangeth on a tres. And truly 
in his cruel death on the croſs, JesUs ap- 


peared to the Jews an object of horror and 
execration: But he thereby ratified the new 
covenant, annulled the obligation of the 


law as a peculiar, national conſtitution, and 


freed his followers not only from the ori- 


ginal curſe entailed on Adam's poſterity for 
the firſt tranſgreſſion, but from all the pe- 
nalties denounced againſt thoſe who neglect 
to obferve the rites and ordinances of the 


Mofaic e op ona aa had not 


98 Gat. TO 6 als f Dias i. 2% 


See Lardner's remarks on Dr Ward. 
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been liable to the curſe of the law, as wel as 


the Jews, they would not have needed to be 
redeemed from it. Bur the redemption. that 


is in CyrisT being needed by all, extends 


_ equally to believers of every nation; and in 


conſequence of it, we are aſſured of the Di- 
vine favour and acceptance, ſolely upon the 


ground of faith in CHRIST, and the ſuit- 
able fruits thereof, without making ourſelves 


debtors to the law of Moſes, or coming un- 


der any obligation to obſerve its appoint- 


ments. And this being ſo plainly the deſign 
and effect of CHRIST's death, in which the 


Chriſtians of Galatia had been fully in- 


ſtructed, they were much to blame for de- 
parting from the pure and ſimple truth of 


the Goſpel, to take upon them the yoke of 
Jewiſh ceremonies. Wherefore the Apo- 


ſtle reproves them ſharply, and expoſtulates 


with them in theſe terms: O fooliſb Gala- 
tian! who hath: bewitched you, that ye ſhould 


not obey the truth, before whoſe eyes Jesvs. 
CarsT hath been'evidently ſet forth: crucified 


= among yon? The inſtruction they had re- 


ceived concerning CHRIST's death, and the 
ends it was intended to ſerve, particularly in 
ratifying a new. covenant, and aboliſhing 
the obligation of the Moſaical peculiarities, 


; | (ger ce to | have ar. them Os? ſo goals 


an 
0 Gal: 3 I 
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an error. He farther tells them“, (without 
doubt addreſſing his diſcourſe to the Gentile 
converts, of which kind moſt of them were), 
 Howbeit, then, when ye knew not God, ye did 
ſervice to them which by nature are no gods. 
But, now, after that ye have known God, or 
rather are known of God, how turn ye A- 
GAIN, * to the weak and beggarly elements, 
whereunto ye defire AGAIN to be in bondage? 
Which feems to imply, that he under- 
ſtood them, though Gentiles, to have been 
in bondage to theſe elements before their 
converſion, while there was no other way 
opened to the Kingdom of Gop. For, though 
the Moſaical rites were not explicitly en- 
joined to them, nor were obſerved by them, 
yet it is certain they were ſo far in bondage 
to theſe rites before the Goſpel, that they 
could have no acceſs to the Church of GO 
without ſubmitting to them, which he inti- 
mates was happily not the caſe now. Finally, 
our Apoſtle thus exhorts that people, Stand 
ali, therefore, in the liberty wherewith Chr it 
| bath made us free, and be not entangled AGAIN. 
with the yoke of. Fondue 


e 5 boxrugn, | 

» Gal. te Chap. * 1. I | 

The interpretation of theſe texts here given, ſeems. | 

much more natural than that of thoſe who make the word: 

AGAIN to expreſs a bondage in ſome meaſure of the fame 

kind with that which the Heathens were N fabjet 
to. See Didaridge on the ny | 
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'FurTHER, As the abrogation of the old 


covenant is an effect juſtly aſcribed to the 
death of CHRIST, - becauſe his blood ſhed 


was the ſolemn ratification of the new; ſo 
all the bleſſings and privileges of this new 


covenant may be in like manner, and for 


the ſame reaſon, aſcribed to the great fact 


or event whereby it was ratified. Thus, if 


we have redemption or expiation?, even the 


forgiveneſs of ſins, it is through the blood 
_ of CnRisr that we have it: —if we are re- 
eonciled and brought nigh to God, inſtead 
of being as before, at a diſtance, and deplor- 


ably alienated from him, it is by the death 
of his Sox, by the blood of CHRIST: if we 
are allied from the guilt of paſt ſins ; if 
we are ſanctified or confecrated as a holy 
people to GoD® ; if we receive the adop- 


rion of Sons, and become heirs of Gop; 2 
we gain in this world the ſolid hope, and ar 
length the actual poſſeſſion of eternal life“; 

and if, as a pledge and earneſt of our Pete 
inheritance, and a mean of qualifying us 
for the ſame, we obtain the gift of the Holy 
f Spirit“; all theſe honours and advantages, 


and in one word, all the riches. of the Go- 


ſpel covenant", are conveyed to us through 
the death of e not only for the rea- 
„ . ſons, 
) Col. i PO x Rom. v. 10- "Eph. ii. 15: 4 Rom. v. 9. 
' Heb. K. 10, 29. u Gal. iv. 4, 5 ee vi. 51. 1 Theſſ. v. 10. 
P Gal. iii. 13, 14. John xvi. 7. l 2 Cor. viii. 9. 


RE 
KY 
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ſons, and in the way formerly rant 
but alſo becauſe it was the mean appointed 
by God, to ratify, and render valid, the gra- 
cious covenant ENT they are DR 


N00 one can iat it Wenge chat thoſe be- 
15850 ſhould be aſcribed to the ſeal of the 
covenant, which really belong to the cove- 
nant itſelf *, or rather to the mercy of Gov, 
who is the Author of it: And ſince, accord- 
ing to his ſovereign appointment, the co- 
venant of his grace was made valid by the 
blood of the Mediator, are not the bleſſings 
of the covenant juſtly repreſented as the 
effects of that blood? Baptiſm is ſaid to ſave 
us, though our ſalvation is rather the effect 
of the doctrine of which baptiſm is the ſign, 
or more properly ſtill, of the power and 
goodneſs of GoD. So our deliverance or 
purgation from the guilt of ſin, flows in rea- 
lity from the covenant which promiſes and 
aſſures us of pardon upon repentance; and 
; 7 we often _ it wager to the blood 


IS "that 
| 1 iii. 21. | | | | 
Thus, IIA. xxx. 1. 8 we trandlate that 3 85 

© a covering, literally means who pour out a libation, and that 
«is ieder expreſſion for ratifying a covenant. Sacrifice 
© and libation were ceremonies conſtantly: uſed in ancient 
times, by moſt nations, in the ratifying of covenants: A 
libation therefore is uſed for ratifying a covenant, as, in 
Greek, the word ven, for the ſame reaſon, ſtands for 
Moth Bp. Lauth Tranſlation of Tſaiah. 
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_ that was ſhed to ratify the covenant. When 


the Apoſtle declares that the blood of Jeſus 
Chriſt cleanſeth us from all fin*, his meaning 
is, that our fins are pardoned hoy virtue, and 


according to the terms, of a gracious cove- 


nant ratified by CHRIST's bloed, and con- 
firming the remiſſion of ſins to all the peni- 


tent and obedient. He adds, that / wwe con- 
Jaſi our fins, God is faithful and juſt to forgive 


us, our fans, and io cleanſe us from all unrig hie- 
oufucſs*. So that what was before aſcribed 
to the blood of CHRIST, is here reſolved in- 
to the faithfulneſs and juſtice of Gop, who 
_ having made this covenant with us, will not 
fail to perform what he hath. promiſed 1 in it. 
Thus, alſo, when we are ſaid in one place to 
be juflißed by Cbriſi s blaed ©, and in another 
to be juſtified Freely by the grace of God", both 
aſſertions are true, and the one explains the 
other. In fact it is Gop that juſtifieth, and 


who can forgive ſins but Gop only? But 


he juſtifies us according to the terms of a 
merciful covenant, confirmed by the blood 
of his dear Son, And hence the Apoſtle to 
the "Hebrews argues from the remiſſion of 
fins promiſed in the Goſpel, that under this 
conſtitution there is no more offering for ſin",. 
as ee was fo. WF Under 858 law, 

Ax 96 The 


Reif 10h 1 . Verſe 5 u Rom, v 9% * Chap. iii. 24. 
— AT X, 1 | a 7 8 6 
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The reaſon is, becauſe this one offering ſerves 
to ratify an everlaſting covenant of remiſſion 
of all fins paſt, preſent, and future, to all 
men in all ages and countries, who ean be 
3 to mel owe! the terms "Wes tin 


: Bur will any one e e 3 "I 
he may hope to be accepted df Gop through 

the blood of CHRIST, though he continue to 
live in ſin? Would that be to underſtand 
the nature of the Goſpel covenant aright? 


What do I ſay? Would it not be a groſs and | 


impious perverſion of it? Would it not be to 
trample under foot the Son of Gov, and-to 


count the blood of the covenant an unholy - 


thing? Let no man deceiye himſelf... The 


blood of CnRIST ratifies the threatnings, as 


well as the promiſes, of the Goſpel ; and if 
we treat it in that manner, it will not to us 
confirm a covenant of life, but will, on the 
contrary, be the ſeal of our damage 


And very juſtly. The blood. of CHRIST 


ought to cleanſe us from all ſin in our future 
practice, at the ſame time that it aſſures us 
of the remiſſion of ſins that are paſt. It 
ought to purge our lives from iniquity, as 
well as our conſciences from the ſenſe of 
guilt. Seeing his blood was ſhed for us, 
and that he hath redeemed and bought us 
: wo F | a 
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at ſo dear a price, if we would enjoy the be- 
nefit of that redemption, we muſt no longer 
live unto ourſelves, but unto him that loved 
us, and gave himſelf for us. We muſt be 
guided by his precepts, animated by his 
Spirit, and formed upon the model of his ho- 
lineſs; otherwiſe, whatever relations we bear, 
and whatever love we profeſs to him now, 


be will ſay to us in the final judgement, De- 


part from me, I never knew you, ye workers of 
. inequity*. And that we may the more be- 
heve him, he hath ratified on the crofs all 
his ſentences, whether of terror to the wick- 
ed, or of encouragement | and comfort to the 
righteous. Not to mention, as before ſhewn, 
that he hath, in virtue of his death, obtain- 
ed power to execute every ſentence of either 
kind; to take vengeance on them that obey 
not the Goſpel, and to crown his followers | 
WHO a bleſſed Rene, e 


"4 Gian me, O Father of: lights! the 
_ © ſpirit of wiſdom and revelation in the 
© knowledge of thy Som, at leaſt a mind 
* well inſtructed in the terms of the Goſpel, 
* and a heart diſpoſed to the faithful per- 
* formance of them, — How admirable 1s 
thy condeſcenſion and grace, in entering 


| into > ſuch. a covenant with inf men | 
| 1 


* 


75 x Matth. vii. 2123. 
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where thou, to whom all things are ſub- 
ject by the condition of their nature, ob- 


ligeſt thyſelf to me, as well as me to thee; 
vhere the bleſſings thou promiſeſt are un- 
ſpeakably great, while the ſervice required 
of me is not only practicable, but light 
and eaſy; and where the very method of 
ratifying this gracious paction, is calculat- 


ed to remove every doubr and anxiety from 


my mind with regard to my future happi- 
neſs, except what may ariſe from my own ' 
. weakneſs, inconſtancy, and undutiful be- 


haviour! Even for theſe a ſufficient remedy. 
is provided by thy goodneſs, if I will but 


. uſe it. On thy part, O gracious Father! 
I muſt confeſs, that the covenant is well 


ordered in all things, and ſure : Let it not 
fail, I beſeech thee, on the part of thy. 


ſervant, Suffer me not to fruſtrate the 
grace of my Gop. Preſerve me from all 


vain and deluſive hopes, not founded on 
thy promiſes. Let me never ſeek excuſes 
for my ſins, or pretexts to juſtify: my ne- 
gligence, remiſſneſs, and ſloth: but enable 


me always to will and to do thoſe things 
which are agreeable to thee ; that in the 
. obedience. of thy juſt eng, I 
may obtain the fulfilment of thy glorious: 
ie through Ixsus CHRIST. Amen.“ 


e .._ CHAP, II. 
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CHAPTER II. 


Sung "END CuRIsST 's Death removes the 
Depravity of Sin. 


W now proceed to the other Res 
| head into which we divided the Doc- 
trine concerning the Death of CuRIST; 
which is to conſider the tendency and effects 
of that diſpenſation with regard to the re- 
moval of the corruption or deprevity of ſin ; 
or, how it conduces to the reformation' of 
ſinners, and the bringing them to the love 
and practice of ſolid piety,— And here a 
brighter and leſs dubious light opens to our 
view. We are now come to a branch of our 
ſubject, where truth ' ſhines forth with irre- 
_ ſiſtable ſplendor, and leaves ſcarce any room 
for cavil or contradiction, even to the moſt 
perverſe minds. All the warm controverſies 
which have taken place among Chriſtians, 

concerning the doctrine of a Mediator be- 
tween Gop and Man, relate only, as an 
_© ingenious writer“ obſerves, to what was 
* done on Gop's part in the appointment, x 
: 15 on the Mediator's in the execution of 
© it. For, what is required of us in conſe- 
: — of chis eee is another ſub- 
| „ 

. an Analogy, P. U. Co v. . 
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* jeR, in which none can complain for want 
of information.“ I will add, that this is 
that branch of the ſubject which we are moſt 
concerned with, which we have moſt need 
to ſtudy, and which we ought to prove by 


our own experience: For, as to the former 
part of it, though one ſcheme no doubt gives 
juſter views of the character and government 


of Gop than another, as well as of the ge- 
nuine ſenſe of Scripture, yet upon the whole, 


little more ſeems neceſſary than only to be 


aſſured of the fact *, that the guilt of fin is, 
and ſhall be remitted, rhrough the death and 
ſacrifice of CHRIST, to every ſincere penitent. 
Is not this knowing enough for the encou- 
ragement of repentance, and the hope and 
comfort of the finner who betakes himſelf 
to it? Ar leaſt it might be expected, that 
while Chriſtians are agreed upon this great 
point, (as they all are), their contentions 
ſhould not be very violent, tho' they differ 


in 


„As to 0 peculiar benefits of the Goſpel, are they 
not declared without obſcurity? Can you read the Goſ- 


pel, and doubt whether Ctr 1sT died for you, whether 
Gop will grant pardon to the penitent, or his aſſiſtance 


* 

o 

c 

© to thoſe who aſk it,—whether he will reward all thoſe in 
glory, who continue the faithful diſciples of his Son? 
What other revelation do we want, or can we defire, in 
© theſe great and weighty concerns? Or, what is there 
6 wanting to make up a complete ſyſtem of religion? 


Bp. Sherlock's Diſcourſes, Vol. II. Diſe. 1. 
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in their ways of ſpeaking, or even in their 
ſentiments, about the manner in which 


_ CurisT's death conduces to the remiſſion of 


ſins, or where its efficacy lies with regard to 
that matter. They might content themſelves 


with following peaceably their common rule, 


and adhering as ſtrictly as poſſible to the 
facts and phraſeology of Scripture *, when 

they ſpeak of it, without impoſing their mi- 
nuter explications on one another, But how 
CuRi1sT's death conduces to the cure and re- 
medy of moral evil, or the reclaiming of men 


from the practice of fin, this ought to be 


well underſtood, and ſenſibly felt by every 


_ Chriſtian who would rightly improve the 


humiliations of our Saviour,— It ſhall there- 
fore be my endeavour, through the help of 
God, to point out the various motives and 
arguments which this diſpenſation yields, to 


confirm our faith, to conciliate our love, to 


| pere 
* In doctrines of ſupernatural revelation, (ſays Dr 


. Whichcot in his Aphoriſms), we ſhall do well to direct 
_ © our apprehenſions, and to regulate our expreſſions, by 


© the words of Scripture.” And again, in the ſame Book, 
© So far as it is beyond the text, it is man-made divioity, 
© about which we ſhall always differ, becauſe there is no 
© authority to determine us. To which we may add, that 


the uſing of words and phraſes unknown to Scripture, to 


expreſs our religious tenets, ſeems to be what the Apoſtle 
to the Hebrews, c. xiii. v. 9. warns us againſt, under the 
notion of firange doarines, as ſtrangers are commonly 
known by their Oey or dialect. 


? 
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perſuade us to repent and turn to Gop, to 
excite us to the fervent practice of all holi- 
neſs and righteouſneſs; in a word, to ani- 


mate our hope, and fill us with a holy peace 


and joy, amidſt all the afflictions of this life: 
Thar is, 1 propoſe to ſhew how the ſufferings 


and death of CuR1sT tend, when ſeriouſly 


conſidered, to transform ſinners into real 
ſaints, and from the firſt beginnings of the 


chriſtian life, to carry them. on to its high- | 


_ eſt perfection. 


Tuxsz particulars will take up five ſections. 
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370 . Practical Eſſay on the 
SECTION I. 
CurisT's Death a Confirmation of our Faith, 


THE foundation of the chriſtian char- 
acer is faith“, or believing that Jeſus is the 
Son of God*; which, by neceſſary conſequence, 
leads to a belief of all the doctrines and pro- 
miſes of Gop, delivered by him, and to the 
diligent e eee of all good works. By 
this faith we are juſtified Þ, and become the 
children of Gop; and without it, far from 
being advanced to the honours of Gop's 
children, we can neither repent and live vir- 
tuouſly, nor be at all benefited by the diſ- 
coveries which Gop hath made to us of his 
holy will. Whoſoever ſhall confeſs that Feſus is 
the Son of God, God dwelleth in him, and he in 
Cod. Whoſoever believeth that Jeſus is the 
Chriſt, is born of God. On the other hand, 
Who is he, aſks the Apoſtle, that overcometh 
the world, but he that Genievels that Jeſus 7 7s 
the Son Y God Fl 
K John xx. 31. Þ 1 John iv. 15. © Chap. v. 1. # Verſe 5. 
* Sce Mr Locke's Reaſonableneſs of Chriſtianity. | 


I Dean Swift affirmed, that © To ſay a man is bound ts 
© believe, is neither truth nor ſenſe.” See his Thoughts on 
Religion, vol. xvi. p. 43-— The aſſertion is too general and 
unqualified. He ſurely did not mean it of thoſe great and 


fundamental truths of religion which are clearly diſcovered 


1 
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be us think, then, how well this wonder- | 
ful diſpenſation of the humble life, and mi- 


ſerable death of our Redeemer, is adapted to 
beget and cheriſh a ſincere faith in us. His 
death alone, duly attended to, has a power- 


ful tendency that way; but much more 


when conſidered in connection with the life 


of poverty and affliction which led to it, and 


which was in effect the principal cauſe of it; 
ſince, if JIxsus had appeared in the power 


and ſplendour of an earthly monarch, there 


is no doubt but the Jews would have gladly 
embraced him as their promiſed MESSIAAH, 


and would never have ſought his crucifixion. 
K The 


to men, either by exon or revelation, ſuch as, that there 
is a God, that IERSUs is the CHRIS, &c.; for, theſe we are 
as much bound to believe, as we are to make a right uſe of 
our reaſon, or of any other gift of Gop; and the diſbe- 
lief of them, againſt all the arguments by which they preſs 
themſelves upon our minds, muſt ariſe from à very crimi- 
nal carelefinefs, neglect. diſaffection, or perverſeneſs . Such 


incredulity is a fault of the will, juſtly deſerving puniſh- / 


ment», Men addicted to vice, can never heartily believe 
the Goſpel®. It reproves and condemns them, and they 
have an intereſt to ſupport in oppoſition to it. Wherever 
there is good reaſon for believing, we are certainly bound 
to believe. It is probable the ingenious Dean, in the above 
remark, had an eye only to thoſe human doctrines and 
traditions in religion, which are ſupported by no reaſonable 


evidence, and where the defect of evidence is attempted 


to be made up by dreadful threatoikgs againſt all who 
preſume to doubt of them. 
2 2 Cor. iv. 3, 4. John xv. 22,24 b Rom, i. 20. Mark xvi. 16, 
E John iii. 20. | : : - 
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The very contrary, 3 is a juſter rea- 
ſon for believing in him. His lowly and 
afflicted condition here below, both in life 
and death, tended mightily, and muſt al- 
ways tend, to produce in the minds of conſi- 


derate men, a firm and rational conviction 


of his heavenly miſſion. This effect it is 


| likely to have many ways, chiefly theſe fol- 


lowing: By encouraging the free examina- 
tion of his credentials; by leaving no room 
to ſuſpect him of worldly and ambitious 
views; by affording the utmoſt evidence of 
his uprightneſs and ſincerity; by ſerving as 
a neceſſary ſtep to his reſurrection, the moſt 


glorious proof of his divine miſſion; by ful- 


filling the ancient prophecies reſpeding the 
Mzss1An ; and finally, by making the arm 
of Omnipotence more manifent in his exalt- 


7 


In the jr, fe place, the poverty 5 e 
appearance of the SON of Gop on earth, 


afforded every one who ſaw him, full liberty | 


to examine his doctrines, and to try his pre- 
tenſions to a divine miſſion. External pomp. 
and ſplendour would have kept men at an 
aweful diſtance from his perſon: A few only 
of the Great, would have enjoyed the benefit 
of his converſation and inſtructions: Ordi- 
nary men could ſcarce have approached him 

On 
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without fear and trembling: their tongues 
would have faultered in his preſence; and all 
their enquiries and objections would have 
been ſilenced or ſuppreſſed by the dread of 
his authority. They might indeed have 
ſubmitted to his doctrine; probably many 
would: —but their ſubmiſſion in this caſe 
would have been very ſuſpicious, and would 
have looked more like a ſervile reſpect paid 


to worldly grandeur, than a ſincere and vo- 


luntary homage yielded to divine truth, 
And how would our modern infidels have 
exulted againſt the Goſpel, if it had been 
introduced into the world in that manner? 
How would the honeſt behever have trem- 
bled for his hope ? But, by the outward ſtate 
in which our SAVIOUR gave himſelf to the 
world, all finiſter ſuſpicions of the weakneſs 
of his cauſe are effectually obviated: no un- 
fair advantage is taken of human infirmity: 

the minds of men are not dazzled with the 


appendages of worldly grandeur, nor be- | 


witched with the airs of myſtery, and dif- 
tance, and reſerve; nor terrified with the 
dread of preſent puniſhment, in caſe of ne- 
glect or contradiction. Conſcious of real, ce- 
leſtial greatneſs, Jesus appears among chem 
as their common friend, in the form of a ſer- 
vant; not ſecking to be miniſtered unto, but 
to miniſter; inviting all to come to him, 

8 wont 
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without exception of the meaneſt; converſing 
with them, and inſtructing them in the moſt 
meek, and lowly, and familiar manner; and 
ſubmitting his diſcourſes and miracles to the 
free examination of prudence and candour, 
and even to the keen ſearching eye of ma- 
lice. and envy. Which of you convinceth me 
of. fin, (ſays he to his enemies)? and if I tell 
you the truth, why do you not believe me 
Thus nobody was tempted to profeſs faith 
in him, without good reaſon for it; and in 
the ſame way no doubt, that is, in the way 
of rational conviction and free enquiry; he 

deſired his religion to be propagated and 
; ſupported in all ages, that it might not be 
thought to owe its exiſtence or its —— to 
the arm of fleſh, Ain 


24, Tris humble 2 afflicted SE OA 
of the SON of Gop, took away all ground 
for ſuſpecting him of any worldly or am- 
bitious views, any deſign of making reli- 
gion ſubſervient to his temporal intereſts. 
No earthly advantage did he acquire, and 2 
as little did he deſire or expect, by publiſh- 
ing his doctrine among men, He encoun- 
tered daily contradiction and zbaſa for do- 
ing good. Intent only on promoting the 
the benefit of others, by all his divine gifts 
and Powers, his own life was ſpent in po- 

| 8 

; John viii..46, | GEE 


„„ 
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verty, and ended on a croſs, That ſuch cala- 
mities awaited him, he knew from the firſt, 
and never ſtept aſide from the path of duty 
to avoid the worſt of them. It was likewiſe 
one great object of his care, to prepare his 


diſciples for following ſteadily the ſame wor- 


thy courſe, by warning them before-hand 
of the ſufferings which they were deſtined 
to endure i in this world after him. Let un- 
believers accuſe any religion, and any teach- 


ers they pleaſe, of worldly deſigns; they muſt 
needs be ſilent here, or confeſs that the views 
of Jxsus CHRIST were pure and heavenly, 


No part of his conduct ſavoured any thing 
of the ſpirit of this world, or of thoſe im- 


poſtors who employ religion as a cloak for 
their covetouſneſs, and a ſtep to earthly pow- 


er and grandeur, but was in every reſpect in- 
conſiſtent therewith.— And it is too obvious 
to need being mentioned, that no other ſpirit 
than that which influenced his conduct, ever 
did, or ever can Frevail in any of his ſincere 
and faithful followers, Farther, | 


3q4, Ws have obſerved, that the ſufferings 
of CURIST in his life, and above all at his 
death, afford the moſt inconteſtable proof 
of his truth and integrity, in all that he ſaid 
and did. His doctrine every where requires 
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376 A Practical Eſay on the 


an inviolable regard to truth, and denoun- 
ces the ſevereſt puniſhments againſt liars. 
It likewiſe preſcribes the beſt rules to guard 
the ſimple from being ſeduced by the crafty, 
in matters of religion; and it condemns an 


eaſy credulity, as much as an obſtinate un- 


belief. He publiſhed it in the face of great 
oppoſition, and many diſcouragements from 
men in power; and at length deliberately 


| ſealed it with his blood, being long and fully 


apprized of the ſad ease pe. This is what 


no deceiver ever did, with regard to any 
doctrines invented or propagated by him. 


Grievous ſufferings, and even death, may 
have been ſometimes willingly undergone for 
errors, but not for errors known by the ſuffer- 
ers to be ſuch. IEs us avowed himſelf to be 
the CHRIST, the Son of Gop. If that was a 


_ falſehood, he could not but know it to be ſo. 


Yet" when the croſs was preſented to him, 
he retracted nothing that he had ſaid, but, 
on the contrary, appealed ?o all his ſayings 


and actions for the vindication of his inno- 
- cence, and remained firm to the laſt in the 


ſame good confeſſion ; thereby ſhewing his 


veracity to be above-ſuſpicion, if any thing 


in nature could make it ſo. And it muſt be 


* owned, that had he not been tried in that 


manner, and called to ſuffer as he did, we 
ſhould have wanted an argument ſo effectual 
8 EY to 
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to ſhut the mouths of adverſaries upon this 


point, and to eſtabliſh the faith of CHRIS T's 


friends; which may be one reaſon why his 
paſſion is repreſented as an event ſo neceſſary 


in the divine ſcheme of the Goſpel. Be this 
as it will, we can now juſtly glory in him as 
the Linen, the Faithful and True Witneſs", 
Martyr, ſince he hath born teſtimony to e 
he taught, by laying down his life in confir- 
mation of it; and we may well receive his 
Blood as a third concurring witneſs with the 
Water, and the Spirit, to evince his being in- 
deed the MEssiAn, the Sox of Gop.. 


Tusk arguments, however, may ſeem to 


go no farther than only to ſatisfy the minds 


of reaſonable men as to the integrity and 


difintereſtedneſs of the Lord JIEsus, in com- 


mon with other Martyrs who followed him; 
and this is partly true, ſince the ſuffering of 


perſecution, and a violent death, was in both 


an equal proof of ſincerity. Yet even here, 


there are differences which ought not to be 


overlooked ; ſuch as, that he was the firſt 
and greateſt of that illuſtrious band who 
died for the truth; that his example led the 
way, and ee end drew after it all the 
reſt ; that the plan of religion, for which he 
and they ſuffered, was his, not their's ; that 


his 


Rev. iii. 14. 1 John v. 3. 
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well as the unbelieving Jews, would have 
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his ſufferings in general were more bitter than 


their's, and his behaviour under them more 
noble and perfect; and finally, that though 
they might be, in ſome inſtances, miſtaken 


in what they profeſſed, it is ſcarce conceiv- 
able that he could be ſo* . But we proceed to 


ſome other evidences afforded by his death, 
to ground our faith upon, which all muſt 
allow to be more peculiar and remarkable. | 


| For, 


4th, Tas death of Jesus CHRIST was an 
event indiſpenſibly neceſſary to make room 
for his reſurrection from the dead, which is 
the capital proof of his religion, and the 


chief argument that perſuaded the world to 
embrace it. This was the ſign of the Pro- 


phet Jonas, to which our LoxD always re- 
ferred the Jews, when they demanded proofs 
of his being the CurIsT*; and this allo he 


promiſed to his own Diſciples' „ as often as 


he took occaſion to warn them againſt the 
ſcandal and diſtreſs of his approaching cru- 


cifixion. If, after theſe promiſes, he had not 


riſen from the dead, his own Diſciples, as 


| had 
k VI xii. 39, 40. Chap. xvi. 4. Mark it. 31. 


» »Theſe are the remarks of a very dear and valuable 


friend, the Rev. Dr James Woddrow, who, if he had un- 


dertaken to handle this whole ſubject, would have rendered 


it unneceſſary for me to attempt it. 
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had reaſon to think themſelves deceived by 
him ; and St Paul acknowledges, that in this 


caſe our faith would have been vain, But 
it is certain he could not have riſen, if he 


had not firſt died. Without his death, there 
would have been no place for this great and 
_ deciſive proof of his miſſion, For this rea- 
ſon too, it was requiſite that his death 
ſhould be public and conſpicuous, and that 


multitudes of people ſhould be witneſſes of 


it, to the end that the fat might be aſcer- 


tained beyond all poſſibility of doubt. Thus 
the death of CHRIST confirms our faith, by 


being the neceſſary prelude to his Wannen 
tion. But, 5 


5th, IT is an important conſideration on this 


head, that by the humble circumſtances, the 
afflictions, and death of our Loxb, the ancient 
prophecies reſpecting the MssiAH were ful- 
filled, and Ixsus of NAZARETH was demon- 


| ſtrated to be the perſon. Not only the bulk of 


the Jewiſh Nation, but the very Friends and 
Diſciples of JzsUs, were at firſt greatly ſcan- 
dalized at the poverty and meanneſs of his 


outward appearance, and the ignominy of 


his croſs, which were in their eyes ſufficient 
to outweigh all the proofs he could produce 
of his being the Mgss1An, or which at leaſt 
1 1 9 exceedingly the flattering hopes they 
had 
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had conceived from him”. There was no 
point, therefore, more conſtantly and firmly 


eſtabliſhed in the diſcourſes and reaſonings, 


whether of our LoRD himſelf during his 


| perſonal miniſtry on earth, or of his Apoſtles 


and Miniſters after his aſcenſion, when their 


minds were duly illuminated, than this of the 


agreement of his humiliations with the an- 
cient oracles of Gor. O Fools, ſaid Iꝝsus to 
the Diſciples of Emmaus, and flow of heart to 


believe all that the Prophets haue ſpoken! Ought 


not Chriſt to have ſuffered theſe things, and to 
enter into his glory"? J told you before, add- 
ed he, that all things muſt be fulfilled, which 
were written in the Law of Moſes, and in the 


Prophets, and in the Pſalms, concerning me®. 


Thus it is written, and thus it behoved Chriſt " 
ſuffer, and to riſe from the dead on the third day”. 


And before his death, he aſks, if he were 


to be exempted from any circumſtance of 


the pain and 1gnominy he underwent, How 


then ſhall the Scriptures be fulfilled that thus 


muſt be*? In like manner, the Apoſtle Peter 


(to mention no more) ſays, But thoſe things 
which God had ſhewed by the mouth of all hi: 


Prophets, that Chrift. ſhould ſuffer, he hath fo 
fulfilled". Teſtimonies of the like kind occur 
every Wan in the New Teſtament ; and to 


= 
m Luke xxiv. 21. Acts i i. 6. Luke xxiv. 25, 26. 
o Verſe 44. n Verſe 46. 1 Matth. xxvi. 54. 
Yr Ags iii. 18. „„ EE 
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be convinced of the truth and juſtice of 


them, we need only turn our eyes for a 


moment to ſome of the old prophecies. 


IT is not intended here to recite the nu- 
merous prediQtions, which many ages before 
the appearance of CHRIST, foretold with an 
aſtoniſhing clearneſs and particularity, the 


time, the manner, and the place of his 
birth ; his family, his character, his office, 


and the {acceſs that his religion ſhould meet 
with in the world. Our ſubject confines us 
to thoſe of them which ſpeak of the treat- 

ment he ſhould receive in his own perſon, 
which foretell his death and reſurrection ; 


and even of theſe I ſhall only touch at a few. 


Tus it was predicted, that the eke 


ſhould be cut off, though not for himſelf* ; 


ſhould ſuffer a violent and untimely Sb 


making his ſoul an offering for ſin; that the 


”- 


hand of worldly power ſhould aſs againſt 


him, and ſmite him”; and that the procurers 
of his death ſhould find cauſe afterwards. ro 
lament it bitterly": that this laſt violence 


againſt bim ſhould be preceded by many 
outrages, inflicted on him on account of 


his lowly condition ; there being nothing 


s Dan, ns 26. n, lth . Zech. Alle 7. Chap. xii. 10. 


% 


about un. either to irike worldly men with 
awe, 


rr 
F 
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awe, or to allure their affections; as in him 
they could ſee no form nor comeline/s, no beauty 

that they ſhould defire him. Hence he was de- 
ſpiſed and rejected of men, a Man of ſorrows, and 
acquamted with grief: They hid as it were 
their faces ee him; He Was 5 and rey 
eftcemed him not. 


THz patience with which he ſhould en- 
dure all his ſufferings, is deſcribed in theſe 
terms: He gave” his back to the ſiniters, and 
his checks to them that plucked off the hatr; He 
Hid not his face from ſhame and ſpitting", He 
was oppreſſed, and he was affiited; yet he opened 
not his mouth : He was brought as a lamb to the | 
laughter ; and as a ſheep before his ſhearers is 
dumb, ſo he opened not his mouth*, That his 
ſufferings were altogether unmerited on his 
part, but deſigned and adapted to promote 
the good of others, was alſo expreſsly pro- 
pheſied. Surely he hath born our griefs, and 
carried our ſorrows, He was wounded for 
our tranſgreſſions : He was bruiſed for our ini- 
quities : The chaſtiſement of our peace was laid 
upon him; and with his ſtripes we are healed*. 


Tusk and the like things are foretold of 
Him, who, according to the ſame oracles, 
was to be . and extolled, and made 

. very 5 

* IIa. Iii. 2, 3. 7 Chap. I. 6. : Chap, li. 7. Verſe 5. 
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very high®, to ſprinkle many nations, and to 
receive the humble homage of Kings ;—of 


Him, who after making his life an offering for 


fin, was to /ee his ſeed, to prolong his days, and 
to ſee the pleaſure of the Lord proſpering in his 
hand; yea to ſee the travail of his ſoul, and be 
 fatisfied; and by his knowledge to- juſtify many, 
bearing (or carrying away) their miguities* ;— 


of Him, in fine, who was to fit upon the 


throne of his father David for ever*, and of the 


increaſe of whole government and peace there 


ſhould be no end. All which correſponds en- 
tirely to what the inſpired Pſalmiſt had before 
ſaid of him, that he ſhould drink of the brook 
in the way, (like a humble weary traveller, 
or a combatant in the hot purſuit of his 
enemies), and ſhould therefore lift up the head, 


and take his place at God's right hand, till all 


his enemies were made his footflool*. 


I FORBEAR to repeat the detail of his ſuf- 
ferings, as delineated in the prophetical writ- 
ings; the cauſeleſs hatred and perſecution of 
men, particularly of the great and power- 
ful; the treachery of one of his moſt inti- 
mate friends*; the price for which he was 
ſold into the hands of his mortal enemies“, 

with the uſe WEB was made of that money ; 
their 
b Ifa. lit. 13,—15. © Chap, liii. 10, 11. 4 Chap. i ix. 7. © Pal. cx. 


f Pſal. Ixix. 4. Pal. xxxv. 19. * Plal, {ls 9. Plal, Iv. 12,.— 14. 


Zech, xi. 12, 153. 
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their crafty inſidious conduct, and their en- 
couraging, if not procuring, of falſe wit- 
neſſes to accuſe him; the unjuſt ſentence 
which was paſſed upon him®; the piercing 


of his hands and feet'; the intolerable an- 


guiſh of his croſs, and che caſting lots upon 


his veſture ; his ſuffering along with male- 


%. 


factors“; the vinegar which was given him 
by his Goon to quench his thirſt”; their 
inſulting ſpeeches to him while under the 


agonies of rhe croſs"; and laſtly, his quick 
ſenſibility to the various aggravated pains 


which were inflicted on him®, and earneſt 
application to his Gop and FaTHER for a 
ſpeedy diſmiſſion from them®*.—On theſe 
and the like paſſages I do not enlarge, be- 
cauſe moſt of them were mentioned before 
in the hiſtory of his paſſion ; and becauſe it 
is probable ſome of them were not intended 
by the Holy Spirit as direct predictions of 
his ſufferings, but were applied to his caſe 


in a ſecondary ſenſe, by way of accommod- 


ation. Every one, however, muſt be ſtruck 


with the wonderful coincidence of language, 


and of facts, in this caſe, which is ſuch as 


was probably never found in any other; 


were eee Saane the one to the other, 


and muſt hence be inclined to think they 


by 


b Pfal 8 7,.—12. Ila. liii. 8. * Pfal. xxii. 16,—18. | 
1 Ifa. lin. 12. m Pſal. lxix. 21. * Pſal. xxii. 8. 


Verſe 11,—15, 2? Vale 1. os 
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by him who /hexveth the things that are to 


come hereafter ', and performeth the counſel of | 


hs meſſengers .— What other events are there 
recorded in hiſtory, to which all theſe pro- 
phetical deſcriptions could be ſo properly 


applied, or in which they are ſo ane ful- 


filled? 


tes "Und hi whole, whatever the prophetic 


oracles had ſpoken, whether concerning the 
abaſement or exaltation of the MESSIAH, his 


labours or his t triumphs, his ſufferings or 


his glory, is all verified in the ſufferings of 
Jzsvs of NAZARETH, and in no other per- 
ſon. Without him, theſe oracles would have 
remained for ever inexplicable, and might 
even with ſome appearance of reaſon have 


been accuſed of falſehood : But, applied to 


him, they are all conſiſtent, and not ob- 
ſcure: the truth of Gop 1s vindicated : the 
belief of his Providence is eſtabliſhed : the 
reality of prophetic inſpiration is put be- 
yond all doubt; and the ſufferings of our 
Bleſſed SaviouR, far from ſtanding as an 


objection againſt his claim to be the CHRIST, 


appear abſolutely neceſſary to ſhew the juſ- 
tice of it. Had not Jzsus ſuffered, as he 
did, he could not have been the MzssTAn 
en to the Houſe of Iſrael; and by his 
18 | N 

8 J 15. 2 23. Chap. xliv. 26. 
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death, he confirmed the truth of the ancient 
Scriptures, as well as of his own Doctrine. 


—One thing more remains on this h 
e is, Ho 


* 6th, Tur the mean ang afflicted condi- 
tion of the LORD Ins us on earth, rendered 
the evidence of his divine miſſion apparently 
more illuſtrious and ftriking ; ſince it was 
followed with ſo great glory in his exalt- 
ation, and in the ſucceſs of his religion. 
The more weak and contemptible he was 

in the eyes of men, the more manifeſtly 

does the excellency of power* which attended 
him, appear to be of Gop.— That mighty 
men ſhould do great things, and attain 
to great honour. and renown, 1s no ways 
ſurpriſing. That an Alexander, for in- 
ſtance, ſhould ſubdue: the Eaſt with a ve- 
teran and well-diſciplined army of hardy 
Macedonians ; or a Julius Cæſar change 
the government of Rome, after he had ſo 
long commanded her armies; we do not 
wonder. Nor are we at a loſs to account for 
the ſucceſs of a Mahomet propagating his 
impoſture with fire and ſword, in an igno- 
rant and feeble age, after he had by alli- 
ances, and by the proſpect of worldly power 


and riches, engaged a few men of ability to 
: n F 


* 2 Cor. iv. 7. 
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ks: his cauſe their own. - But that a poor, 
deſpiſed, perſecuted Galilean, ſhould in a 
ſhort time, and without any external vio= 

lence, change the ancient eſtabliſhed reli- 
gions of both Jews and Gentiles ;' that he 
who was condemned and crucified as a male- 
factor, thould ſoon come to be generally re- 
garded as the Prince of life, and the Author 
of ſalvation to the human race; that one 
who lived in ſuch poverty as Jaws did, and 
under ſuch reproach, ſhould be elevated to 
a new and hitherto unimagined pre- emi- 
nence above men and angels; in a word, 

that the Stone which the builders deſpiſed, ſhould 
be made the Head of the corner. This doth 
clearly ſurpaſs all the wit and power of man; 
it is after a peculiar manner the Lorp's 
doings and 1 it is marvellous 1 in our eyes, 


I. all theſe different ways, Sa do the 
" ſufferings of our SAvIOUR contribute to 
eſtabliſh our faith in him: And I may now 
appeal to any man of plain ſenſe and can- 
dour, whether the croſs of CHRIST, which was 
a ſtumbling-block to the Jews, and fooliſh- 
neſs to the Greeks, doth not afford us much 
more ground to believe and obey him, than 
we could have had withour it, ſuppoſing all 
other circumſtances to be the ſame? Is it 
B b 2 r 


Pſal. exviii. 22, 23. 


388 4 Practical Eſſay on the 
any objection againſt Jesvs, that while he 
devoted his labours to the good of others, 
he ſought no temporal advantage to himſelf? 
or, that, not content with giving leſſons of 
patient virtue to mankind, he exemplified 
them in his own conduct ? Was there ever a 
cheat in the world, or a wrong- headed enthu- 
ſiaſt, who taught a doctrine of unblemiſhed 
truth and purity with regard to morals, and 
lived according to it, and willingly ſubmitted 
to a cruel andi ignominious death in confirm- 
ation of it? or, is it compatible with human 
nature that ſuch things can exiſt ? Have 
ſuch multitudes of wiſe and good men 
(perhaps it would not be preſumption to ſay, 
the wiſeſt and the beſt) been induced, out of 
their own free choice, though Sen much 
againſt their worldly intereſt, to embrace his 
religion; many of them alſo, in imitation 
of their Maſter, to atteſt it with their blood; 
and this on ſlight grounds, and without any 
ſolid reaſon ?--Theſe, and ſuch like obvious 
queſtions, ſhould not be overlooked, or left 
unſolved by thoſe who attempt to account 
for the introduction of chriſtianity into the 
world by mere human means. What has 
been ſaid, however, will, I truft, help to 
ſatisfy impartial minds, that inſtead of be- 
ing offended in CHRIST, or aſhamed of 


him on account of his humiliations, we 
| have | 
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have, juſt cauſe to glory in him, and to be 


more firmly attached to him, for this very 
reaſon. 


Now, the faith of our LoxD Jxsus CHRIST 
is in itſelf a living, active, and immortal prin- 
ciple, the beginning and the finiſhing inſtru- 


ment of the chriſtian character. It is it that 


forms and animates the whole of our ſpiritual 
life. By it, we are regenerated, and become 
babes in CHRIS TH; and by it, we arrive to 
the ſtature of perfect men in him. It makes 


CurisT live in us, and us in him; nor can it 


be ever wanting to us, or die in us, without 
our own fault. It will not permit us to hold 


the truth in unrighteouſneſs. It will not 


ſuffer any vice to remain in us, any ſin to be 
unrepented of, or any good work in our 
power to be neglected. Particularly, it work- 
eth by love: charity is at once its nobleſt 
fruit, and the ſureſt proof of its being alive 


and ſound. Faith is a ſhield, to quench all 


the fiery darts of the wicked; and it ſupplies 


us with ſpiritual armour, to overcome all the 


temptations of the world. It ſupports our 
hope, and fills us with holy peace and joy. 
Let us hold it with a good conſcience, and 


it will not fail to make us in every reſpect 


what CurisT our Lord would have us to be. 
And, beſeech thee, O Father Almighty ! 
Bb 3 5 . by 
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by the influences of thy good Spirit, to 
* cheriſh and increaſe in- me, evermore, this 
© divine and ſaving faith, of which thou 
* affordeſt me ſo many ſolid arguments, 
even in thoſe things which ſeem. at firit 
* ſight to oppoſe ir, the humiliations and 
* croſs of my Saviour, Much cauſe, I con- 
* feſs, have all men to embrace and to glory 
in a religion, which is not afraid to ſubmit 
* the proofs of its divinity to their moſt ex- 
act and careful examination. Let me not, 
O gracious Gop! be inattentive to theſe 
5 proofs, or prejudiced againſt them, by 
* motives which my heart dares not avow. 
Thy truth will not be denied, fo far as 
© it is neceſſary to humble minds, ſincerely 
diſpoſed ro. feek and to obey it. Having 
placed my faith upon this ſure ground, 
may I be enabled to build myſelf up on it, 
and ro add every chriſtian virtue to it, 
until I become meet for a happy entrance 
into the everlaſting kingdom of our Lord 
and Saviour Jxsus CurisT. Amen.” 


| SEC 5 II. 
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_ SECTION II. 
 Chriſt*s Death a Motive of Love. 


LET us next conſider, as propoſed, how 
much the ſufferings of our Divine Redeemer 


tend to conciliate and ſtrengthen our. love; 


love, I mean, to God and ChRIST, and to 
one another, It is the character of true 


faith, that it worketh by love *; and therefore, 
whatever ſerves to produce and quicken the. 
former principle of conduct, muſt have the 


like effect, at leaſt indirectly, with regard 
to the latter. But, beſides this, the ſuffer- 


ings of CHRIST, duly contemplated, have a 


direct and powerful tendency to awaken in 


our hearts, the ſentiments of an ingenuous 


love, the ſweeteſt and moſt vigorous prin- 
ciple of virtue that we are capable of, and 
what would hardly be reſiſted by the moſt 
obſtinate ſinners, if they could be made to 
feel it, and did not contrive to forget, or turn 
away their thoughts from ir. This opens 
to our view, a rich and ample field of pleaſ- 


ing inſtruction, which ought not to be | 


| ſlightly paſſed over, though it be, like moſt 
others. belonging ro practical religion, a beat- 


en field, and though. our limits require as 


much haſte as poſſible. 


1 Gal. * 6. 
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I. IN ihe firſt place, we may aſk, Could 
there be a more affecting manifeſtation of 
the love and mercy of Gop the FATHER 
towards us?—And if the Great Parent of 
the univerſe had ſearched the councils of 
his wiſdom, on purpoſe to find out the moſt 

effectual method to convince us of his care 

for us, his compaſſion of our miſeries, and 
his deſire of our ſalvation; what ſtronger 
proof could he have afforded (I mean ac- 
cording to our weak conceptions, and I 
ſhould rather ſay, what ſtronger proof could 
we have deſired} of theſe friendly diſpoſitions 
in our behalf, than the giving up of his only 
| begotten Som to the death of the croſs for us? 
Lord! what is man that thou art mindful of him? 
and the fon of man that e V2 viſt teſt bin, after 
this manner? 


; Vdc: St Paul ſpeaks of the love of Gop 
to men, as making its firſt appearance un- 
der the Goſpel. diſpenſation ; for, ſays he, 
After that the kindneſs and love of God our Sa- 
viour towards man APPEARED); as if it 
had never appeared before; as if all that 


| God had done for mand; in former ages, 


had indicated nothing on his part but ne- 
gle, indifference, or diſpleaſure; and this 
bad been the firſt diſcovery of his good 
1 | . Will 
Tit, in. 4+ 


by the extenſiveneſs of their communication; 
but, above all, by the method he hath taken 


7 
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will to the human race and comparatively 
ſpeaking, it certainly was ſo; for, tho Gop 


had never left himſelf Aaken witneſs*, and 


had already exhibited ſundry proofs of his 
care and love towards mankind, it is in this 
laſt diſpenſation that Divine Grace ſhines 


forth in its full dimenſions, in its length, and 


breadth, and height, and depth“; and comes 
W with every quality that can poſſibly 
recommend or endear it to the hearts of 


men. f 


In various ways hath Gam magnified the 
riches of his grace and kindneſs towards 


men, through JzsUs CurisT; by the value 


and importance of the benefits which he 


| beſtows; by their ſuitableneſs to the condi- 
tion and neceſſities of thoſe to whom they 
are offered; by the gratuitous and undeſerv- 


ed m with which they are granted; 


to ſecure men's acceptance of them, and to 


render them effectual.— It. was not only an 
aſſurance of protection during a ſhort un- 


certain life in this world, that Gop intend- 
ed for the portion of the Diſciples of his 


So N; nor did he think fit to confine their 


| hopes, and Song reward of their obedience, to 
ſuch 


2 Ads xiv 17. 8 Eph. iii. 18. 
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| ſuch: things as health and length of days; to 
riches, honours, proſperity, and pleaſure; or 


to any temporal good whatever; (though this 


alſo is generally theirs, as much, or more than 
others); but his love to them is now mani- 


feſted as reaching from eternity to eternity, 


uninterrupted by death itſelf.— And in order 
to make men capable of it, he diſpelled the 


hideous darkneſs wherein their own folly 


oy 


© defirable to them, plunged as they were in- 


and. depravity had ſo long involved them, 


brought them into a marvellous light, and 


furniſhed them with all needful inſtructions 
concerning the nature of true religion, as 


well as all proper motives to the practice 


thereof. He freely remitted all paſt ſins to 


every penitent believer, and gave. aſſurance 


of the like remiſſion of all future ſins, upon 
repentance ſincerely renewed, together with 
allowance for every infirmity and imperfec- 


tion, conſiſtent with a prevailing habit of 


innocence and virtue. — And what benefits 


were there which mankind ſtood more in 


need of than theſe? What could be more 


to an abyſs of ignorance, corruption and 


of death, periſhing in their fins, and yet poſ- 


_ 


. guilt, from which no efforts of their own 
could ever have relieved them, expoſed to 
innumerable miſeries, in bondage to the fear 


ſeſſed of great capacities for moral improve- 


ment, 
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ment, and of an inextinguiſhable thirſt for 
happineſs without end? — Moreover, their 
conduct had been ſuch as to merit far other 
treatment at the hands of a juſt Gop, if he 
had reſolved to deal with them as they of- 
ten did, and ſtill do, with one another; and 
having ade ſo bad an uſe of his former 


gifts, and ſought out ſo many evil inven- 


tions, inſtead of new and extraordinary fa- 
vours, they had reaſon to be apprehenſive 


of the ſevereſt judgements. But, ſuſpending 


the rigours of his juſtice, Gop ceaſed not to 
look upon miſerable men with the indul- 


gent eye of parental tenderneſs; and he at 


length broke forth, not in ſtrokes of ven- 
geance, but in expreſlivias of love, as unme- 
rited and unexpected, as they were neceſſary, 
ſeaſonable, and important. Nor were they 
reſtricted as before, to one family and na- 
tion; but laid open to all, without any diſ- 


tinction. It was now firſt that Gop appear- 


ed to be, in the moſt emphatical ſenſe of the 
words, no reſpecter of perſons*; not the God of 
the Jews only, but of the Gentiles alſo'; and 
that men of every country and kindred un- 
der Heaven, were aſſured of equal acceſs to 


the favour of their common Parent, if they 
did not exclude themſelves from it by their 


ALL 


own obſtinacy and impenitence, 


Acts x. 34. Rom. in. 29. 
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296 4 Practical Eſay on the 
All theſe circumſtances, no doubt, ſerve 
greatly to inhance and recommend the good- 
neſs of Gop to us, in the Goſpel diſpenſation. 
But the ſame goodneſs appears ſtill more in 
the means which are employed to put us in 
>fleflion of ſuch precious benefits. It is 
here eſpecially, that the grace of our Heavenly 
Father ſhines with unparalleled luſtre. We 
ſhould certainly eſteem it ſufficient lenity in 
an earthly Potentate, if he forbore to puniſh 
a ſet of rebellious ſubjects, abſolutely in his 
power, though he ſhewed them no tokens of 
extraordinary favour. We ſhould think it 
great, if he were pleaſed to extend his com- 
paſſion to them all, without excepting the 
moſt guilty, when they came to implore it 
at the foot of his throne, without unfeigned 
ſorrow and contrition, ſubmitting themſelves 
to any poſſible conditions he ſhould preſcribe 
for effacing the remembrance of their paſt 


crimes: And we ſhould the more applaud 


his clemency, if it appeared that the revolt 
of theſe ſubjects had been altogether unpro- 
voked, and had ariſen from eaſe, and pride, 
and licentiouſneſs. But all this is nothing 
to the condeſcenſions of Gop towards ſin- 
ners, in the Goſpel : — For, He who had no 
need of us, and could not be benefited by 
us, was pleaſed to court our alliance: He 
who had ſo much cauſe to be offended witn 
| | 8 | us, 
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us, dot diſdain to make the firſt advances 


to the offenders, in order to a reconciliation : 


The Sovereign Arbiter of our deſtiny ſubmit- 
ted to ſeek us, when we thought not of him; 
and to invite, exhort, and preſs us, in the 
moſt affectionate terms, to return from dark- 
neſs to light, from bondage to liberty, from 
diſgrace and miſery to true honour and hap- 
pineſs ; and, in ſhort, to accept of the higheſt 
favours that our nature 1n its beſt eſtate was 


capable of enjoying. Mho is a God like unto . 


thee, O Lord! that pardoneth iniquity, and paſſ= 
t by tranſgreſſion ? How far are thy ways 
above ours! Truly thou delighteſt in mercy *,” 


Non was t this all; for, in order to render 


theſe overtures of peace the more acceptable 
and ſucceſsful, he ſent the So of his love, 
clothed with ample powers, and full of grace 
and truth, to ſollicit our acceptance of thern. 


For this and he declined not to make his 5 


choſen favourite, a Man of Sorrows; expoſing 
him to more than the common calamitien 
that fleſh is heir to; leaving him, through 
the whole courſe of his benevolent ſervices, 
to conflict with the obſtinacy and ingratitude 


of ſinners whom he came to ſave; to endure 


their contradictions, refuſals, outrages, and 
ebene ; ties and in the end, to fall a 


ſacrifice 


6 Mic, vii. 18. : 
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_ ſacrifice to their malice ; to die at once for 
them, and 5% their hands, under the moſt 
aggravated circumſtances of pain and igno— 
miny, which a real finner, which a male- 

| _——_ 0 the n kind, wen ſuffer! 


a Hein hence, my Sond; what a ten- 
der care and pity the Father of Mercies re- 
tained for us men, after all our provocations, 
and how much he defired our ſalvation! 
It was this, indeed, that gave emphaſis and 
perfection to his love. GOD SO loved the 
world, that He gave his Only Begotten SON, 

(ddlivered him up. to affliction and death), 
that whoſoever believeth in him, Should not periſh, 
but have everlaſting life. Herein 1s love, not 
that we loved GOD, but that He loved us, and | 
' fent his SON to be the propitiation for our ſins". 
But what need I recite particular texts? 
The whole New Teſtament abounds with 
the praiſes of this admirable love of Gop, 
even the Father of our LORD JESUS CHRIST, 
and celebrates it in every page. The very 
greatneſs of it hath furniſhed ſome with a 
pretence for diſputing its ene and re- 
eee it as incredible. e 


annhrenn was much n on we 

| pare of gs manifeſted toward creatures ſo 
f e | 

2 John iii. 16, 3 1 John iv. 10. | 
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pi. deere and undeſerving?—lr is enough, 
s I ſaid formerly, if we are well aſſured of 


5 _ fact, though we be not able to fathom 


all the reaſons 86 it: But one reaſon is ob- 
vious, that it was with a view to enſure, as 
far as poſſible, the ſuceeſs of Gop's gracious 
counſels in our behalf; for, even they who 


have deſpiſed other Prophets, will, ſaid he, 


reverence my SON. It was in order to per- 
ſuade us the more effectually to hear and 


comply with his will, publiſhed and confirm 


ed by ſo great a Meſſenger : It was to over- 


come our evil with good, and ſubdue our 


enmity by acts of the moſt ſurpriſing bene- 
volence: It was to draw. us to himſelf with 
cord of a man, with bands of love; and at 
the ſame time to make ſuitable proviſion for 
our actually receiving, in proportion to our 
capacities and qualifications, all the happi- 
neſs which his en love had . 
for us. 


+ Tun Heli of Divine Grace in CHRRISTC 
may well excite our admiration, but ought 


to meet with no oppoſition in our minds. 
It was great, to reſerve forgiveneſs for ſinners, 


when they ſhould become penitent and duti- 


ful; — greater ſtill, to prepare immortal re- 


wards for them; 95 greateſt of all, to de- 
viſe 


4 Matth. xxi. 37. Hoſ. xi. 4. 
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viſe and execute the moſt proper means for 


bringing the degenerate race of men to that 
' temper. And, ſtrange as it may ſeem, here 


lay the main difficulty: to make us attend 


to our true intereſt; to procure our accept- 
ance of the moſt precious gifts of Heaven; 


to prevail on us to lay aſide our enmity to 
the Gop of our ſalvation! This was more 
than the conferring of all Goſpel- benefits 


| beſides. This required, if I may fo ſpeak, 


the moſt painful exertions of Divine Love ; 


andi it was for this chiefly, that Gop /pared 
not his own SON, but freely gave Him up 


unto death for us all", After this, we muſt 


acknowledge, that whatever becomes of us, 


Gop hath omitted nothing to work upon 


the ingenuity, or engage the gratitude, and 


love, and ready obedience, of reaſonable men, 


But here let us ſtop a moment, to make 1 
a few reflections, And, | | 


FIRST, Let us learn to give unto Gop 
our Father in Heaven, the juſt tribute of 


our praiſes for his amazing grace in this 
diſpenſation. Here ſurely we have reaſon 
to ſay, more than in any other inſtance, 
O that men would praiſe the LORD for his 


goodneſs, and for his wonderful works to the 


children of men"! And, O give thanks unto God, 


Rom. viii. 32. 2 Pſal. cvii. 8. 
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for he ts good; for his mercy endureth for ever! 
Unto the GOD of Gods, and LORD of Lords, let 
ws give thanks?, for he is the original Author 
of our ſalvation !—The obligations we lie 
under to our LORD JESUS CHñRIST, are indeed 
great and unſpeakable, as ſhall afterwards be 
ſhewn ; but to Gop, even His and our Fa- 
ther, we are firſt and chiefly indebted for 


every Goſpel bleſſing; and to Him, therefore, 


ſhould the gratitude of our hearts be pri- 
marily and ultimately offered up, through 
 CyrrIsT. This is a truth fo often and fo 
clearly held up to our eyes in the New Teſta- 


ment, that it may ſeem not a little ſurpriſing 


it ſhould ever have been one moment over- 
looked by any Chriſtian, when ſpeaking on 
this ſubject. And yet it hath not been un- 
common among Chriſtians (without any bad 


deſign, we may preſume, and perhaps with 


a fincere intention of honouring CHRIST) 
to repreſent the FATHER of all as acting even 
in the Goſpel of his Grace, according to the 


rules of a rigorous and inflexible juſtice “ 
. e 


0 Pſal. cxxxvi. 1. &. 


* The puniſhment of fin is not reprefinted|] in Scripture 


as the neceſſary effect of the juſtice of God, bur rather of 
his ſeverity, -wrath, vengeance, &c. Rom. xi. 22. And 
though theſe are never exerciſed by him without juſtice, 
Rom. iii. 5. yet juſtice does not require them to be exer- 


_ ciſed when the ſinner repents. In that caſe, his juſtice is 
pacified, and he delights to grant pardon and ee | 


Ifa, Ie, TOI ix. 7rd. oy John i * 
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or rather an implacable vengeance ; as One 
who would never have had compaſſion on 
the guilty and miſerable race of men, unleſs 
it had been reluctantly extorted From: him 
dy a third party; and who would never 
have ſhewn them the leaſt favour, without 
the payment of a full equivalent ; hardly 
induced to fpare penitent finners, by the im- 
portunate interceſſions of his Sox; and not 
till this Interceſſor had conſented: to ſuffer, 
and had ſuffered in reality, all the puniſh- 
ment that was due to the moſt impenitent. 
But whatever notions men may form of 
| theſe high and abſtruſe points, they ſhould 
be careful not to entertain any thoughts in- 
Jurious to the Greateſt and Beſt of Beings, 
the Gop of Grace and Conſolation, who 
knows our frame, who remembers that we 
are but duſt, and is unwilling that any of 
us ſhould periſh : They ſhould acknowledge 
with the Apoſtle, that all things are of GOD, 
who hath recencited us to Himſelf by FESU, 8 
CHRIST"; by whom we ought to offer the 
| | facrijice of praiſe to GOD continually, that is, 
the fruit 072 our lips Song; thanks to his Name ; 


2. Kron, Wx may from W . a 
74 powerful argument, to perſuade thoſe who 

are yet in their ſins, to conſider their ways, 
and ſave themſelves ys a timely repentance, 


| For, 
En, Cor. v. . Heb. xiii. . 


Death of eſis Chriſt. 403 
For, you ſee how the caſe ſtands, Brethren : 
It is againſt you only that the arrows of 


Divine Juſtice are pointed : To you alone 


GoD 1s' implacable; ; you, I ſay, who know- 


ingly commit ſin: and he is implacable even 
to you, only while you continue in your ſins. 


Do but ſincerely repent, and you ſhall find 


the arms of his Mercy open to receive you. 


Like the father of the unhappy prodigal, He - 


15 ready to meet and embrace you, on your 
return to him. 


Ay if the take of Bah 0d 365 ed, 


- conſcience, hath not quite forſaken you, con- 
ſider for a moment what GOD ALMIGHTY 
has done to procure this return, of ſo little 


importance to him, but ſo neceſſary for you. 


He hath ſent his only SoN, to be your in- 
ſtructor, your pattern, your propitiation, 
your ſure guide to life and immortality. 
For your ſakes, he hath delivered up this 
beſt image of himſelf, this ſingular object of 
his affection and complacency, to a life of 
poverty, labour, and affliction, and a death 
the moſt infamous and excruciating, Yes, 


He hath made Him to be fin for you, who knew 


no fin, that you gen be made the righteouſneſs 
of GOD in Him. What more could be done 
for you? Surely there is force enough in the 

8 O 2 | ardours 


© 2 Cor. v. 21. 
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a 404 - ” Practical Eſuy on the 


ardours of Divine Love, to warm a cold and 
indifferent, nay to melt the moſt obdurate 
heart. Come hither to this celeſtial fire, and 
it will ſoon conſume all your vices. Gop 
permits, yea. appoints the Deareſt Object of 
his love, to endure mortal pains and agonies, 
on purpoſe to recover you to your own true 
and everlaſting happineſs, while you, in ſtrict 
juſtice, deſerved NODE, but wrath from 
him. | 


THINK of it again — How many ſinners 
hath this love of Gop ſubdued ? Perhaps as 
many as have ever attained to the grace of 
repentance, For, though the terrors of the 
Lorp might diſturb and check them in the 
career of vice, it was his love alone that 
could prevail on them to come, and make 
him a voluntary ſurrender of their hearts. 
This, at leaſt, was always tlie chief attraction: 
And where did it ever exert its force ſo 
much as in the death of CuxisT ? — Alas! 
finner, if this love of Gop cannot touch you, 
if he cannot win you by this argument, it 
is to be feared no other will do, and that you 
are loſt beyond redemption. God hath al- 


ready ſaved you, ſo to ſpeak, as far as it de- 


pends on him; I mean, as far as it can be 
done in a moral way, that is, conſiſtently with - 


your freedom of Wl, and with the nature of 
| that 


© Death of Teſus Chriſt. 405 
that holineſs and happineſs to which he de- 


fires to bring you. Provifion for your beſt 
intereſt, he hath made in abundance, What 


remains? Can you ſtill with-hold yourſelf 


from him? Can you be ſtill an enemy to 
your own ſovereign good? Can you reſiſt 
any longer the Father of your ſpirits, after 
he hath employed ſuch expenſive means to 
reclaim you? Will you continue to ſpurn his 


goodnels, and reject all his gracious counſels 


in your favour? Yes, you may do it after all; 


for he will not obtrude his benefits on you, 


or any one, againſt your own deliberate 
conſent, But know, that if you do, it will 
be to your own deſtruction, Gop is not 


mocked; nor will he always ſpeak to you in 


a ſoft and ſupplicating ſtrain, Think not 

to eſcape, after deſpiſing ſo great a ſalvation. 

Why will you not rather lay aſide that fatal 

enmity, which muſt for ever ſhut up the 
| bowels of the tendereſt parent from you? 

Turn ye, turn ye, why will you die? Why 
will you not ſuffer the goodneſs of Go to 

lead you to repentance ? — To- day, if you 

will hear his voice, harden not your heart. 

A 1 


3. Thirdly, HowEevER it may ſucceed with 

ſinners, ſhall not the ſincere Chriſtian be 

penetrated with this aſtoniſhing love of Gop 
IS 3 b towards | 
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towards men, and be excited to love him in 
return? It is natural for good men, to love 
ſupreme excellence for its own ſake; but this 
holy flame cannot but be mightily ſtrength- 
ened in their breaſts, by the conſideration of 
thoſe immenſe benefits attending the gift of 
his Sor, which Gop, of his own free good- 
neſs, hath conferred on us. We love GOD, 
fays the Apoſtle, becauſe He firſt loved us*, 
And what can be more reaſonable 7 Whom | 
ſhall we love, if we love not ſuch a Bene- 
factor? Even the publicans love thoſe that love 


. them*, It is the leaſt return we can make: 
It is what the worſt men are capable of; 


and ſhall it be found wanting in any who - 
are called good? O loud the LORD, all je 
his Saints"! Love him with all your heart, 
and ſoul, and ſtrength, and mind: Let no 
other object rival him in your affections. 
And if you thus love the Lox, you will 
hate evil; you will be ſolicitous to pleaſe, 
and afraid to offend him; you will diligently 
| keep his commandments, loving your neigh- 
bours for his ſake, and endeavouring to do 
to them as he has done to you. In fine, you 
will diſcharge every office of piety and right- 
_ eouſneſs ; but you will do it with that zeal, 
fidelity, and chearfulneſs, WINE love alone 
can inſpire. | 


1 Joby . 9. Matth. v. 46. © Ow Pio xxx 33. 


Death of Feſus Chrift. 40 


4thly, ONE more, Chriſtian, from theſe 
paſt manifeſtations of the love of Gop to us 
in our ſinful periſhing ſtate, -what motives of 
encouragement and good hope may we not 


derive with reſpect to the future? For, do 


they not afford a demonſtration that Gop is 
for us? and if Gop be for us, who can be a- 


gainſt us? Now, therefore, may every pious | 


believer ſay to God, as Gop himſelf ſaid to 
his ſervant Abraham after the offering up of 
 Ifaac, Now I know that thou loveſt me, ſeeing 

| thou. haſt not withheld thy ſon, thine only ſon, 
from me".—Yes, O my God! I know it from 
this proof, better than from a thouſand other 
arguments; and how can I doubt of it any 
more? My unworthinefs made it difficult for 


me to credit the recompences which thou 


haſt promiſed to thy ſervants. But the death 
of thy Son confirms my moſt ſublime and 
joyful hopes. After this, I conclude upon 


the ſureſt grounds, that every bleſhng pro- 
miſed in the Goſpel is mine, even to rhe poſ- 
ſeſſion of eternal life in Heaven, if I but 


endeavour to comply faithfully with the de- 
ſigns of thy Grace. How great is thy good- 
neſs, O Gop, which thou haſt laid up for 
them that fear thee! And how can I decline 


uſing my moſt ſtrenuous endeavours in my 
own behalf, according to thy will, after re- 
C04 ceiving 


y Gen. xxii. 12. 
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ceiving ſuch favours and encouragements 
from thee? 


Svuvcn han is the love of Gop which 
Cur1sT's death exhibits. to us, and ſuch the 
improvement we ought to make of it. Our 
hearts, it may be, are in general but little 
affected with it, probably becauſe it hath 


been familiar to us in ſome ſort from our 
infancy, and we have been accuſtomed to re- 


gard it as our birth- right; or becauſe we do 
not diſtinguiſh theſe extraordinary manifeſt- 


ations of it from the more faint diſcoveries 


of mere nature, having had no experience of 
what it is to live under the latter; or rather 
Perhaps, becauſe we never b of it, or 
think of it but very ſlightly and ſuperficially, 
there being many other things to which we 
more willingly give the attention of our 
minds. All this, however, does not make it 


a ſubject leſs worthy of our frequent and 


ſerious thoughts, or leſs capable of yielding 


real benefit to our ſouls. The love of God | 
is the firſt and great commandment in his 


law: with it, true religion in every perſon. 
muſt ſtand or fall; and whatever we do, it 


: muſt now be owned that Gop hath not been 


wanting in the uſe of proper means to cure 
the diſaffection of our hearts, and to render 
this commandment eaſy to us. 


II. BuT : 


Death of Feſus Chril, A4og 


II. Bur the croſs of Cur1sT ſerves yet 


farther to inſpire us with religious gratitude; 


becauſe Gop, to his own mercy and compaſ- 
ſion, ſo ſtrongly manifeſted in this diſpenſa- 


tion, hath added the grace or benevolence of 


our Bleſſed Redeemer towards us, as another 
argument of peculiar efficacy to conquer and 
_ captivate our hearts. The love of the Sox 


does not leſſen or depreciate the love of the 


| FATHER in the work of our redemption, but 
is really an inhancement and commendation 
of it, and lays a double engagement on us 
to embrace the Salvation of the Goſpel. 


Without diminiſhing aught of the gratitude 
we owe to the Father Almighty, our hearts 


cannot avoid being deeply touched with the 


generous kindneſs of his Beloved Son: And 


both theſe principles lead us to the ſame 


_ worthy temper and conduct; both of them 
unite their force to ſubdue che obſtinacy of 


ſinners, to deſtroy their vices and luſts, and 
to reduce them entirely, and for ever, to the 
obedience of the truth. Now, it is in the ſuf- 
ferings of CyR1sT that theſe kindred flames 
burn with the greateſt force and luſtre, 


/ 


kindneſs and love of Gop, let us next con- 
template a little the love of CHRIST diſplay- 
ed in the ſame extraordinary events, And 

Tt here, 


. Havins already ſeen ſomething of the 
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and diſintereſted affection: And in general, 
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here, for brevity's ſake, let us paſs by thoſe 
circumſtances already hinted, which com- 
mend CHRIST 's love to us in common with 
the FaTHER's love, namely, the unworthineſs | 


of the objects of it; and the neceſſity, the 


reaſonableneſs, the extent and i importance of 
the benefits it ſeeks. to confer on them: Nor 
let us dwell on the tenderneſs and conde- 


ſcenſion, the generous unwearied beneficence 


which JzsUs exerciſed in all his converſe 
with men. Let us confine our attention 


merely to the inconveniences and ſufferings 
his love made him willing to undergo for us, 
which is the ſureſt teſt of love in uy being 
| anke of ſuffering. a 


0 with 3 to others: and do them ach 


kind offices as they ſtand in need of, and we 
can perform without incommoding ourſelves, 


are marks of an ordinary, charity, frequently 
given and received among all the human 
race. It is even common to take a little 
trouble for the benefit of others. But when 


a man does good to another at great expence 


to himſelf, and willingly encounters formi- 


dable dangers, endures grievous toils and 


hardſhips, and ſubmits to extreme affliction 
for the ſervice of his friends, we juſtly re- 
gard this as a proof of the higheſt generoſity 


the 


| Death of Fefus Chris. aut 


the ardour and fincerity of men's friendſhip 
is meaſured by the difficulties it ſurmounts 
in exerting itſelf, —Examining the love of 
IEsus by this rule, what a ſcene have we be- 
fore us, and how many motives of admira- 


tion and gratitude! Well might the Apoſtle - 
deſcribe eus by the character of Him that 


loved us*, For, to conſider only the ſimple 
narrative of his life and miniſtry recorded 
by the Evangeliſts, who ever loved men, or 
any individuals among them, as Jzsus did 
the whole race? And who is there that has 
any knowledge of his character, but muſt 
know JEsus by this deſcription, and recol- 
lect him when he thinks of the Friend of 
human kind, and the Lover of ſouls ? Un- 
doubtedly the love of JEsus toward men 


was-quite ſingular and unexampled. It was 


a thing as new upon the earth, as the dig- 


nity of his perſon and office, From the be- 
ginning of the world, nothing was ever ſeen 


parallel or comparable to it, nor ſhall be. 


In order to promote our true and ever- 


laſting happineſs, what preſent intereſt did 


he not give up? what pains and ſorrows of 
this world did he decline? The lowly condi- 
tion and poverty of his life, which may be 
Ss regarded as the ſource of all that he 


ſuffered 


= Rev. i i. 5. 
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412 HA Practical Eſay on the 
ſuffered on earth, was a voluntary ſacrifice 
to the great intereſts of mankind. In Him, 
we ſee the Heir of all things chooſing to ap- 
ar in the world as one that had not where 
to lay his head; becauſe he could in theſe 
circumſtances do more eſſential ſervice to us. 
The So of Gop came not to be miniſtered unto, 
(as it is uſual for the Princes and Great Ones 
of the earth), but 10 minifter to others, and 10 
| give his life a ranſom for many. And his Di- 
vine powers were never in any inſtance em- 
ployed, either to procure accommodation to 
himſelf, or to. ward off calamity ; but were 
always ſacredly appropriated to the glory of 
his Father, and the benefit of men. For this 
end, he renounced all thoſe private advan- 
tages which are counted moſt dear and va- 
| luable among men, wealth, eaſe, pleaſure, ap- 
plauſe, popularity, power; nay he willingly 
parted with liberty, and life itſelf, In Him 
was united the fulneſs of celeſtial endow- 
ments and privileges, with an abſolute deſti- 
tution of all ſublunary comfort. Ye bnow the 
grace of our Lord Jeſus Chrift, ſays the Apo- 
ſtle, that though he was rich, yet for your 
fakes he became poor, that ye through his po- 
verty might be made rich” ; or, He lived poor 
_ for our ſakes, that we might be enriched through 
His poverty, Not to ſpeak of what he gave 
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up, by becoming fleſh, ala ro confine our- 
ſelves only to his pub miniſtry, we find, 
that, in the midſt of divine riches “, whe 
he had every thing in his power, he choſe 
to ſuſtain all the inconveniences of worldly 


poverty, and conſecrated his riches ſolely to 


the profit and emolument of us men, that 
we might with him, and by his means, at- 


tain to true riches, or become rich toward 


Gop. Of all the heavenly affluence which 
ſurrounded him in this world, he feſerved 
nothing for his own uſe, with reſpect to 


outward quiet, or hilar; or freedom, or 
ſafety, but devoted it wholly to our good; ſo 


that we ſhould not grudge, when required, 
to part with ſomething for him; nor fail to 
attempt ſome imitation of that Grace of _ 
to which we owe ſo much. | | 


| To make us ſtill more ſenſible of the ge- 
nerous exemplary berievolence of our LoRD, 


the ſame Apoſtle ſays in another place, that | 
Chriſt Feſus being in the form of God (as he 


certainly was here below, being Immanuel, 


poem The: in the fleſh). did not hold 5 for ; 


a 


We a not applaud the ch man who gives away his 
riches, and reduces himſelf to a ſtate of poverty; but him, 
who, keeping his riches, ſtudies only to employ them accord- 
ing to the will of Gop, and is ready at any time to part 
with them all, rather than olfens him. . 
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« 
— —— 2— —— — —— ——w[˖186᷑. . Oey ee Ee * 
- i es hx : 5 * — — . 7 , * 3 ͤ ˙. CC —— ——— 22 — — — + * 
r eee oy; . 


— b r 
* r "ay ee * 
E ˙ AAA · tr CCA INES SAID Gas 

N 


- * — <- N 4 Re 
r 


EN 


. 
44 
Tas 
23 
4 { 
Rey 
25 x 
+I 
: > 
Aa 

15 

* 

* 
©: 

mad 3 — 
$5 7 4 

"4 5 

** 3 
vp 7 
BI | 

N . 
2 2 
5 

* 7 bus 
S. 7 
13.4.8 
1 * 
n 

wy < 
5 . 

23 

1 
1 SAL 
4 well; 
1 
f "1 
[ 13 
5. 2 2 
Wa 7 
AT Sf 

l . 

F 
Ea 
Y — 
EET» 

1 1 

Te 8 
4k 125 
3 
TL i 
"+ 
J ky, 
F998 © 
274 > i} 
# * = 

3 I 
„ 
* by. 
Dy : 
N. 

15 4% . 
55 
2509 ; 
7 444'Y 
"* 03-1 
we 4 

TI 

i 
* 1 
nnn 

Bad 
* oy 
1 

1 
1 

YR i» 
ly 5 TX: 

4 14% 

Eos 

Wa 

bo . [1 
bj - x8 
1 
1 

74 

"1.3. 
.\ 28 1 

. 
4 
54 

Wer 
. Fs, 
. 

( 

1 

1 4 
. 

+ 
. 

1 TFS8 
8 
3 
1 
4 «4% 

l Fr: „ 
. 
sf 
. 

* 


* FE * — — 

S r e . aan: * prong 
Bey: . TCT . Ln IIS 
<D ®-- —__ * r. 225 - — wt - * — w dra * — = 2 — —— — 


414 4 Practical Eſſay on the 

a prey to be as God*, So the words may be 
literally rendered, and more juſtly than they 
are in our tranſlation. The meaning OD © 
did not arrogantly ſeize, and retain to him- 
ſelf thoſe godlike powers and honours which 
he poſſeſſed, or was entitled to: He regarded 
them not as his prey or booty, as acquiſi- 
tions of his own, and for his own uſe, but 


as the gifts of Gop, to be employed only 


for his glory. Contrary to the practice of 
men, who commonly infiſt to rhe utmoſt, on 
the rights and pre-eminences of their rank, 


and often claim more than is due to them; | 


neither do they acknowledge Gop in the 
ſuperior advantages which he beſtows on 
them, but uſe them to draw honour and 
reſpect to themſelves; JIxsus, when in the 
form of Gop, and appearing like Him a- 
mong men, conſidered. himſelf as having no- 
thing without him, and entitled to claim or 
keep nothing againſt his will, 'This was one 
clear proof of his humility, But this was 


not all; for, as the Apoſtle proceeds, He 


emptied himſelf, to wit, of the form of Gop, 
laying aſide every mark of that majeſtic dig- 
nity and ſplendour whereby he repreſented _ 

God on earth, and took upon him the form of a 
ſervant, or fave. even with reſpect to men; 
That 5 becauſe the will of GOD, and the 

good 
« Philip "I 6,—8. Math, i. 2% 1 Tim, fi iii. 16. Fw 
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good of mankind, called him to it, he meekly 


ſubmitted, notwithſtanding his greatneſs, to 
ſervile offices, and ſervile treatment, The 


reverſe of the firſt Adam, who fell by aſpir- 


ing to be like Gop, this Second Adam, when 
really poſſeſſed of that honour, exchanged 
the form of Gop for the form of a ſlave, in 
order to promore our happineſs; and was 
made in the likeneſs of men, not merely by 
aſſuming their nature, but by deſcending to 
their common lot*; becoming like thoſe 
men who have no extraordinary endow- 
ments*, no pre-eminence of power or dig- 
nity above others, even of the loweſt claſs, 


while in fact he was far ſuperior to the 
higheſt. And (to ſum up all in a few words) 


being found in faſhion as a man, (that is, in 
the appearance, circumſtances, or condition 


of a mean and ordinary mortal, though he 
was far from being really ſuch), He humbled 


himſelf; for he was not humbled by others 
againſt his own purpoſes, but voluntarily 
exhibited an example of humility; and became 


| obedient unto deaths even the death of the auf | 


| Seb was . e of our Divine 
SAVIOUR ! He had been remarkable for a 


humble and beneficent charity, during all 
his former life ; but when the time came in 


| Y which 
. Pſal, rl. 6, 7. 1 Rom, 4ill. 3. 
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which it behoved him, according to the's ap- 
pointment of his Father, to ſuffer and die, 
he heſitated not to deſcend from a ſtate of 
grandeur and elevation, never poſſeſſed by 
any man before or after him, to the deepeſt 
abyſs of humiliation. The true Image and 
Repreſentative of Gop in power, as well as 
in other perfections, He conſented to appear 
the pooreſt, weakeſt, and moſt helpleſs of 
the human race, deſtitute of all power, and 
of every pre-eminence above a flave, oz a 
man of the meaneſt rank; and retained no 
mark of his real greatneſs, except a more 
than human patience and charity. Here 
was a humility ſufficient for ever to con- 
found the pride of men; for, what are all 
the diſtinctions and pre, eminencet they have 
above one another, compared to thoſe which 
_ Jesvs had above the greateſt of them? This 
however is the example of that humble, 

pious, and charitable mind which was in 
CHRIST, and which we ſhould endeavour to 

have in us. The glory of ſuperior talents, 
is to employ them for the honour of the 
Giver, The more Gob 1s pleaſed to advance 


us, the more ready ſhould we be to ſtoop, 


for the benefit of his creatures and children. 
This. may be ſingular, and contrary to the 
common ways of the world; but it is true 


greatneſs of mind. What can be more noble 
> and 
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and magnanimous, than to deſpiſe all the 
honours, conveniences, and comforts which 
this world can beſtow, together with all the 
pain, contempt, and ignominy it can inflict, 
in order to pleaſe Gop, and promote the nes 

ae of men? | 


Bur, to return to our general argument, 
it is evident from the moſt curſory view of 
our SAVIOUR's hiſtory, that his life was a 
life of diſintereſted and unwearied benefi-- 
cence toward men. To their beſt intereſts, 
all his time and thoughts were devoted; and 
in doing good to them, he was ſo indefatig- 
able as to forget at times the neceſſary re- 
freſhments of nature. What appears moſt 
admirable of all, is the conſtancy of his 
love; a ſacred fire which burat perpetually 
in his breaſt, and which no waters were 

able to extinguiſh ; no oppoſition, diſcour- 
gagement, unworthineſs, or ingratitude what- 
ever, on the part of thoſe whom he ſought, 
or whom he obliged, had power to cool the 
ardour of his benevolence. In his labour 
of love he ſteadily perſevered againſt every 
obſtacle, and omitted nothing to forward 
and carry on the gracious deſigns of Hea- 
ven, reſpecting the ſalvation of men, though 
his motions were conſtantly watched by bit- _ 

ter enemies, who ſought occaſions againſt 
8 C him, 
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him, traduced his actions, and often, upon 
the failure of other methods of hurting, 


laid ſnares for his life. How much had he 


to bear from the bad returns of thoſe who 
were indebted to him for the moſt import- 


ant benefits, both to their bodies and ſouls! 


and how much, from the dulneſs, preju- 
dices, and worldly-mindedneſs of his own 
Diſciples!—To. conclude this point, in mini- 


ſtering to the good of dur degenerate race, 
the So of Gop deemed no afflictions, hu- 


miliations, or indignities, too great for him 
to endure: He welcomed every ſort of cala- 


mity to his own perſon, from whence benefit 


could redound to the ſouls of men; and after 


paſling through the hardſhips of a poor and 


deſpiſed condition, and a. life of toil, and 


contradiction, and reproach, He refuſed not. 


to waſh us from our ſins in his own blood*, 


Sons perhaps itt fo us the love of 
Jzsus was not perfectly pure and difinter- 


eſted, becauſe of the great reward which he 


had in view. But, what reward did he look 
for on this earth? And if the reward he 


expected was purely of a ſpiritual and hea- 


venly kind, does this leſſen the generoſity 
of his character, and not rather increaſe it? 


Les, ſurely, it was noble in him to ſubmit 
to fo many labours — ſufferings, with a 


view 


5 Rev. i. 5. 
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view of obtaining more power to do good 


to us. The proſpect of becoming mighty 


do ſave, by doing the will of Gop, muſt de- 
light the heart of generoſity itſelf; and this 
was the reward to which our SAyiouR aſ- 
pired. This was, if you will, the ſelfiſh- 
neſs of the LORD JESUs, and a principal in- 
gredient in the joy ſet before him, for which 
he endured the ſhame and pain of the croſs. 
Do not affect a refinement, which neither 


reaſon nor revelation will juſtify. Look to 


Jzsvs, and fear not that your piety will be- 
come too mercenary, 


I nave. here given a brief account of the 
love of Jgsus towards us, particularly as it 
was manifeſted in his death. But it is not fit 
to leave ſo uſeful and pleaſing a ſubject, with- 


out enquiring what effects this love ought 
to have upon our hearts, and endeavouring 


to improve it into a fixed principle of grati- 
tude and duty toward him, This 1s a duty 
founded only in revelation, but flowing na- 


turally from the knowledge of his character 


and relation to us.—Hath the Son of Gop 
_ evidenced his affection by laying down his 
life for me*, and becoming the willing victim 
CO Gr ms N 
* When CHRIS is ſaid to have ſuffered and died for 
us, it has been made a queſtion, what is the preciſe import 


of the word for? Does it mean on account of ? or, inſtead of ? 
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of my ſalvation? Great goodneſs ſurely ! in- 
comparable generoſity ! Greater love hath no 
man than this, that a man lay down his life for 
his friends", But greater ſtill was the love 
of JesUs, who laid down his life for his 
enemies, in order to make them his friends, 
and the friends of Gop. He loved the 


Church, and gave himſelf for it, while as yet 


it was no Church to him. For a righteous 


or. 


q John xv. 13. | © Eph. v. 25. 


Now, it is certain that the former muſt hs meant, in_ 
every paſſage where this matter is ſpoken of; for all agree, 


that whatever CHRIS H did and ſuffered, it was on our 
account, and for our benefit. There are likewiſe many 


texts where the word cannot poſſibly admit of the latter 
fignification. ; as, when CRRISð r is ſaid to have been deli- 
vered for our 1 to have died for our fins* ; to be our 


Paſſover, ſacri 1 Re ue, &c. So, when he t into 


Heaven for ug, as our Forerunner, it was not in our ſtead, 
but on our behalf, and for our good. And unleſs we will 


ſay that he roſe again from the tomb in our ſtead, the 


Apoſtle Paul ſeems to forbid us to ſay that he died for us, 
in that ſenſe of the word, when he fays' that Crx IS rf died 


for us, and roſe aggin*®. He roſe, as well as died for us; 


and the word for muſt bear the ſame ſenſe when applied 
to his reſurrection, as when applied to his death. Not but 


that he died in our ſtead, as we muſt have periſhed if he 


had not died: But one uniform fignification of a word is 
always beſt, unleſs the ſenſe in other places neceſſarily re- 
quires it to be varied; and it is remarkable, that our tranſ- 


lators have never rendered it fead of, throughout the 


whole New Teſtament, but have very properly confined 


.. themſelves to the general term for us. 


2 Rom. iv. 25. b 1 Cor. xv. 3, © Chap. v. 7. d Heb. vi, 20. 
© 2 Cor, v. T5, f . : 


Death of Feſus Chriſt. -- gat 
or a good man, rarely hath one been found 
willing to die; but who did ever, like Jzsvs, 

die for the ungodly*? It was undoubtedly a 
great commendation of his, as well as of his 
Father's love, that while wwe were yet 1 innere 
CRS died for us. —And can I remain in- 
ſenſible to ſuch a Benefactor? Is this a friend 
to be ſlighted, oppoſed, and contemned by 
me ? Fooliſh and deteſtable baſeneſs! Far be 
it, or any portion of it, from a believer in 
JesUs. If I have forgot my SAviouR's love 
in too many inſtances hitherto, let it hence- 
forth dwell and reign in my heart, and con- 
train me to live, not unto myſelf, but to oem that 
died for me, and roſe again®, | 


Cons, Chili behold the works of your 
Maſter's love! See what it hath made him 
willing to do and ſuffer for you, how helpleſs 
and miferable it found you, to what privi- 
leges it hath raiſed you, from how great evils 
it means yet to deliver you, and how great 
glory and happineſs to confer on you. — Can 
you piouſly muſe on theſe things, without 
feeling your heart burn within you, fired 
with the love of real goodneſs, with a holy 
indignation againſt fin, and with a deter- 
mined reſolution to follow your SAviouR in 
a life of al piety, beneficence, and purity ? 
| D d 3 8 TRE 


f Rom, v. 63 N 4 2 Cor. v. 14. 
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people, and nation. N 
daf ſlam, to receive porver, and riches, and wij- 


Tus firſt duty, no doubt, which his dif. 


ciples owe him in return for his love, 1 is gra- 
titude, and joyful praiſe; ſaying, as the mul- 


titudes did at his public entrance into Jeruſa- 


lem, in the character of Mess1an, anna to 


5 the SON of David. ö Bleſſed i :s He iba cometh in 
the Name of the LORD! Hoſanna in the higheſt”! 


If ſuch gratulations and praiſes were due to 
him in the days of his fleſh, ſurely we ought 


to raiſe our ſtrain after his exaltation to the 


right hand of power; and to ſay in the lan- 
guage of inſpiration, Unto Him that loved us, 
and waſhed us from our fins in his own blood, 
and bath made us Kings and Priefts unto 60 
even his Father, unto Him be glory and domi- 


nion for ever and ever! Thou art worthy—for 


thou v Hain, and haſt redeemed us to God by 
thy blood, out of every kindred, and tongue, and 
Worthy 1s the Lamb that 


dom, and firenzth, and honour, and glory, and 
bleſſing *'—Blefled Lord! how can I deny thee 
my praiſes for thy worth, and dignity, and 
favour with GoD? or my gratitude for thy 
kindneſs to me, and thy unparalleled zeal to 
promote my happineſs? How can I forbear 
to celebrate thy grace and benevolence to the 


human race; and if poſſible, to make all the 
world know ey well as I) how much we are 


LS | indebted 
Þ Matth. _ 9. Rev. i. 5, 6. 3 Chap. v. 9. * Verſe 12. 
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indebted to thee? Sincerely do I rejoice, be- 
cauſe thou art gone to the FATHER, and ever- 
more will I exult in thy glorious victory over 
death. Salvation unto our God, who ſitteth upon 
the throne, and unto the Lamb, Amen! Bleſſing 
and honour, and glory, and power, be unto Him 
that fitteth upon poi 1 and unto the Lamb, 

0 ever and ever ©! BY 


Bur it is not only the voice of praiſe, 
however fincere and fervent, that is expected 
from us, when we are taught to aſcribe im- 
mortal glory and dominion unto him that 
loved us. He is further entitled to receive 
from us the praiſe of a holy and obedient. 
life, ſuch as may do honour to his religion, 
and may demonſtrate that He alone, and 
no other Maſter, has the dominion over us. 
How can we otherwiſe ſhew our hearty com- 
pliance with the deſign of that love which 
we admire and celebrate? And is there in- 
deed, Chriſtian, any other Maſter under 
whoſe dominion you would, upon cool re- 
fleQion, rather wiſh to be? Is there any that 


has a better right to every poſſible teſtimony 


of your reſpec and gratitude?, Is there any 
that has ſo dearly purchaſed you! ? or deſer- 
ved ſo well of you? or whoſe yoke is more 
light and eaſy ? and who can conduct you 

| FG 4 © = ore. 


"IS Rev. „ Chap. v. 13. 
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more effeQually to your true happineſs ?— 


If there is, then go your ways and attach. 


yourſelf to that new leader. Walk no more 
with JzsuUs. Deny, if you will, the Holy 


One and the Juſt. Renounce allegiance to 


the Lok, who died for you, and who now 
| liveth for evermore, and has the keys of hell 


and of death. But if there is not, then let 


your heart and life, as well as your tongue, 
confeſs that Jes8Us CHRIST is Lok, and ad- 
here inviolably to him who is che true Shep- © 


herd and Biſhop of Pome ſoul. 


* 


„ eee 0 my ſoul! yet be on 456 
Paine, and ſay, Hath the Son of Gop done 


ſo much for me, and can his love perſuade 
me to do nothing for Him? For me he hath 
laid down his life; and can he not prevail on 
me to forego one criminal paſſion, pleaſure, 
or intereſt, for Him ? Hath he waſhed me 


from my fins in his blood, and ſhall I ſtill 
perſiſt to defile myſelf with them? Shall I 
obſtinately hug and cheriſh in my boſom 
thoſe execrable vices which brought my Sa- 
VIOUR to. the death of the croſs, and which, 


unrepented of, will infallibly bring me to 
eternal ruin? What words can expreſs the 
folly and ingratitude of ſuch conduct! and 
what a terrible condemnation does it deſerve! 
Bleſſed Jzsvs! let thy love conſtrain me, by 


A 
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a ſweet, bur irreſiſtible force, to give up every 
thing, how dear ſoever it may otherwiſe be, 
which would diſpute with thee the poſſeſſion 
of my heart, or hinder me to be entirely 
thine : And let me have the conſolation of 
giving thee always a decided preference in 
my affection, above all the deſirable ene 
of this world. 


Tuvs oaks a Chriſtian to think with 
himſelf, and ſuch ſhould be the prevailing 
deſire of his ſoul. And without doubt there 
is great power and efficacy in CHRIST's love 


_ . ſeriouſly conſidered, as well as in the love of 


Gop, to promote the converſion of ſinners, 
who have yet any remains of faith in them, 
or even of a candid and ingenuous temper. 
Did they but lay this great ſubject to heart, 
they would find it difficult to continue in 
their fins: For you can never turn your eyes 
to the amazing ſufferings of your Saviour, 
without reflecting on your ſins as the cauſe 
of them, ſince it was for your offences he was 
delivered, for your ſins that he died. As a 
ſinner, it may be truly affirmed, that it was 
you who took counſel againſt him, you who 
| betrayed and ſold him: It was you who 
made him ſweat blood in the garden; who 
tried, -and condemned, and. mocked, and 


ſcourged A and pierced his hands and his. 
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feet on the croſs. You are incenſed at the 
immediate authors of theſe outrages, and per- 
haps would willingly expoſe your life to re- 
venge them. Bur, let me rather intreat you 


in his name, to turn your indignation home- 


ward upon your own fins, the true original 


cauſe of all his ſorrows. This is his requeſt, 
his commandment, * And can you really af- 
ter this, reſolve to harbour any one of them? 
Can you conſent to entertain thoſe hateful 


enemies to your own ſouls, who did ſo cruel- 


ly murder your deareſt friend, and brighteſt 


model of perfection? Where then would be 
your love and gratitude to him, or your re- 


ſpect for his character? 


Ix theſe thoughts make any PIR on 


you, while you /ook on him whom you have 


pierced”, the natural effect of them will be, 
to inflame your hatred of ſin, and to con- 
troul every vitious propenſity i in your heart; 


eſpecially ſince you cannot perſiſt in any 


criminal indulgence, without renewing the 
mournful paſhon of your Saviour, without 
crucifying the Son of God. afreſh, and putting 
him to open ſhame®. Lou thereby render all 
his benevolent Jabours and ſufferings ſo far 
vain, defeat the purpoſes of his love, and 


. 8 the 
'® Zech, xii. 10. 


. Heb. vi. 6. 
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the world. Whatever eſteem, therefore, you 
may profeſs to have for him, whatever ſym- 
pathy you feel in tracing the ſeries of his 
afflictions, or reſentment againſt his murder- 
ers, it is highly probable, that, had you lived 
in the ſame age and place with him, you 
would have been among the execrable band 
who cried, Crucify him ! Crucify him !-—Or, 
that were he to appear in your own age and 
country, in the ſame form he did then, you 
would be for treating him again in the ſame 
manner, 


Bz this, however, as it will, it is certain 
there can be no real love to CHRIST, with- 
out obedience to his precepts, ſeeing he fre- 
quently puts the proof of our love upon this 

very thing: Ye are my friends (ſays he) 
© if ye do whatſoever I command you: If a 
man love me, he will keep my words. He 
that hath my commandments, and keepeth 
* them, he it is that loveth me. And finally, 
* Why call ye me Lorp! Lok D! and do 
© not the things which I ſay ?—While we 


refuſe obedience to his orders, which are the 


dictates of perfect wiſdom and love, every 
other teſtimony of our reſpect for him is 
vain: He rejects and deſpiſes it. 


Bor, 


3 8 
3 , 

g. 72 " 
+25 8 

FB 9 

'E $31 1 

5 : 
EE 1 
* ©} 
P fo. — 
10 Ba 
<8 
1 
. 
£83 
„ 
[7 7 1 
v7 . 
4.4 $5 
( * > Thad 
„ 
TREATS. 
$37. 
. 
N by 
: " 
. FS 
SIE; 
„ 
': © 
4 Þ 5 
7 1 
__—_ 
1 
red 
Fe : 
4 3s, 
. 

1 £ 

* 1 

. 

n 

r 

A 
( . 
„ : 
t . © TE 
4.24 4 SEG bo 
„ 
. 

. 

* y 
8 4x 
. 
1 42 o . 
Kin 
F- Ws 

Ys 
l 2 be 


444 
24 18 
f 8 
. 
0 
T2 
03 
4 1 
1 
12 
iy + 
4.5204 
1 Þ 
5 2:88 
i 
314k 
0 1 
4 4 
5 
. 
a 
* y 


428 A Practical E on . 


BUY; how doth love to CHRIST expreſs it- 


ſelf, when it animates the breaſts of his fin- 
cere diſciples? and what fruirs will naturally 
ſpring from it? The anſwer to this important 


queſtion is pretty obvious from what has 
been already ſaid; nevertheleſs it may be fit 
to add the fallowing particulars.—The love 


of CuyrIsT will incline thoſe who are poſſeſ- 
ſed of it, to have him frequently in their 
thoughts, and to contemplate, with reverent 


attention, his words and works, as deſcribed. 
in the Goſpel Records. They will take de- 


light to follow him every where, to trace all 


the ſteps of his life, and to mark, on every 
occaſion, for their own practical uſe, what 
he ſaid and did. To underſtand and digeſt 
his doctrines, and imbibe his ſpirit, will be 
the chief object of their care. The means 
and opportunities of remembering and con- 
verſing with him, they will be loth to ne- 
glect; and will, with peculiar pleaſure, uſe 
ſuch as are dirinely inſtituted, and conſe- 
quently moſt favourable for theſe purpoſes; 


by a religious obſervation of the LoRD's day, 


the memorial of his reſurrection from the 


dead, and the birth- day of his kingdom; 


by a regular and devout attendance on the 


duties of ſecret, family, and public worſhip, 


and of hearing the word, in all which Jxsus 


hath 0 to 55 with is ſincere followers; 
and 
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and particularly, by commemorating him 
in the holy ordinance of the Supper. They 

will moreover be zealous, by their influence 

and good example, to promote his cauſe 
and intereſt in the world; and to ſupport, 
at all times, and in all converſations, the 
honour of his Name. In offices of kindneſs 
to their brethren, and his, they will be 


eſpecially careful to abound, for his ſake; 


and will not fail to afford the meaneſt of 
them all poſſible relief and ſuccour in their 
afflictions, ſince he is pleaſed to conſider 
ſuch works as kindneſſes done to himſelf. 
Nay, their love to him will make them 
ready and determined, for him, to part with 
their deareſt intereſts in this world, and even 
life itſelf, if required; without which they 
know they would not be worthy of him. 
Finally, under the influence of this noble 
principle, they will continually aſpire after 
a nearer reſemblance of him in their temper 
and behaviour ;. and ardently long for that 
bleſſed ſtare which he hath promiſed them, 
where they ſhall be like him in his glory, 
ſhall ſee him as he is, and be ever with 
him. > | 


Goon was the love which the Apoſtles 
and Primitive Chriſtians teſtified for our 
Lond, Under ee many labours, conflicts, 

I and 
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and ſufferings, did this holy attachment ſup- 
port and chear their minds! For Him, they 
willingly ſuffered the loſs of all things, and 
counted them but dung compared with his 
friend{hip. Friends, family, kindred, for- 
tune, credit and reputation, all hope of ad- 
vancement, and even of peace and ſafety in 
this world, were ſacrificed at once, and with- 
out heſitation, to this darling object. They 
rejoiced, and held themſelves honoured, when 
called to ſuffer ſhame for his Name. Inceſs 
fant and indefatigable in their endeavours 
to promote the ſucceſs of his religion, and 
the ſalvation of men, they were never diſ- 
couraged by the toils and hardſhips, or the 

_ dangers and perſecutions, which they daily 
experienced in that great work, and on ac- 
count of it. Equally above the ſmiles and 
frowns of the world, they deemed nothing 
worth their regard, compared with what 
they owed to the LORD JESUS, and the 
faithful execution of his orders; neither 
counted they their lives dear to them, that 
ſo they might finiſh their courſe with joy. 


Tuus they lived by the faith of the Sow. 
of Gop, who loved them, and gave Himſelf 
for them, And if we had any ſuitable ſenſe 
of his love, which equally extends to us, we 


thould e be 1 with ſome por- 
tion 
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tion of the ſame generous ſpirit. Exempted _ 


from the aweful trials which fell to their lot, 
we ſhould ſtudy at leaſt to prove the ſincerity 
of our love, by more dihgence in performing 
the eaſter duties that are required of us. Far 
from being remiſs and backward, as we too 
often are, we ſhould advance and run in 
the way of his commandments, His yoke 
would never be born heavily and reluctantly 
by us, but with a holy alacrity and joy. 
Every-thing whereby we could teſtify our 
eſteem of him and his words, would be 
agreeable; and the moſt difficult and painful 
inſtemers of duty would ſeem light to us, for 
the love we had to him 
Ap thus far concerning the love which 
CurIsT hath ſhewn us in his death.— If 1 
have dwelt long on this topic, the import- 
ance, the copiouſneſs, and the ſweet and 
powerful efficacy of it, for promoting Chri- 
ſtian piety, will be my apology with all the 
friends of JIEsus. The ſacred principles of 
love to Gop, even our Father, and to JIEsus 
' Cur1sT his Son, are calculated to have the 
moſt extenſive and ſalutary influence on our 
lives; and there is nothing can conduce more 
to cheriſh and ſtrengthen them in our hearts, 
than the pious contemplation of our Sa- 
vioux's death and paſſion, — But we have 
Es | not 
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not yet done with this ſubject of Chriſtian 
Love: For, | 

III. Thirdly, We n not omit to obſerve, 
what the Goſpel ſo often teaches, that the 
blood of CHRIST was intended to cement 
the union, peace and love, which ought to 


reign among all men, but eſpecially all that 
call themſelves his followers. 


Tux Apoſtle John, having mentioned the 
ever- wonderful love of Gop in ſending his 
only Son to be the propitiation for our ſins, 
infers with the utmoſt reaſon,— Beloved, if 
GOD. SO loved r, We ought alſo to love one 
another”, As joint ſharers in the love of our 
common Father, ſhould not our gratitude to 
Him, which is otherwiſe of no value, and 


can add nothing to his happineſs, produce a 


3 cordial brotherly affection toward one an- 
other? Should it not exerciſe and prove itſelf 
in works of beneficence to his children, whom 
he hath appointed to receive the fruits of it 
in his name? He is willing that our love to 
Him ſhould all turn to the good of one an- 
other; nay, he peremptorily requires it, and 
it is what he mainly aimed at in the mani- 

feſtation of Goſpel Grace: For, as another 
Apoſtle teaches us, The end of the command. 
ment is charity, out of a pure heart, and of a 
good 9 8 and of. faith FARE.” 5 
TRE 


Þ 1 John ir, 11, 41 Tim i. 5. 
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Tus love of Gop, in every view we can 
take of it, preſſes this obligation on us with 
mighty force. Doth gratitude make us ſeek 
to pleaſe God? What ſacrifice can we offer to 
him, that will be more acceptable, than the 


exerciſe of charity to our brethren'? Doth it 


render us prompt to obey him? What in- 
ſtance of obedience is more important than 
this? Doth it lead us to imitate and reſemble 
him? What practice is more godlike? — 
A=And on the other hand, aſks the Apoſtle, 
How can we pretend to know God“, or to 
love him“, and have communion with him“, 
while our hearts are void of charity and bro- 
therly love? Strange, that any ſhould hope 
to recommend themſelves to his favour by 
injuſtice and cruelty, or even while they have 
nothing but negle and indifference toward 


thoſe who are the objects of his friendly care!, 


Surely they little know him, If the ſpirit of 
malice and ſelfiſhneſs ſhould infinuate, thar 
| ſuch and ſuch perſons are unworthy of our 
love, let us aſk, Are they more unworthy of 
it than we were, not to {ay are ſtill, of God's 
love? If pride ſhould ſuggeſt, chat we are 
great ones, and that theſe creatures are too 


little for our regard, let us for a moment 
turn our eyes to the greatneſs of Gop, and 
. > 1 „ 


* Heb. xiii. 16. 1 John iii. 11. * Chap. iv. 7. 
Matth. v. 44, 45. 1 John iv. 8. Ver. 20. * Ch. iii. 17. 
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his condeſcenfion toward us. If an un- 
bounded ſelf- love ſhould diſpoſe us to inſiſt 
rigorouſly upon all the rights we can lay 
elaim to againſt any of our neighbours, let 
us put the queſtion to our own hearts, Where 
would we have been at this day, if Gop 


- had availed himſelf of the like argument 


againſt us“? — Finally, if reſentment ſhould 


magnify the affronts or injuries we have re- 
+ ceived, and ſhould attempt to juſtify an eter- 
nal diſtance and implacable averſion to the 
authors of them, let us calmly challenge 
__ ourſe]ves,. to anſwer, what ſenſe we have of 


God's love in ſuch a temper, and what re- 
femblance we bear to our Heavenly Father. 
Thus ſhould we contemplate the love of Gop, 
fo- richly manifeſted toward us in our re- 
demption by the blood of his So; and 


would we but give a ſerious practical atten- 


tion to it in this view, we ſhould need no 


other exhortation to perform all the amiable 


offices-of charity as occaſion required, and 


to avoid every-thing contrary to them. We 
ſhould be in the happy ſtate of thoſe Chri- 


ſtians, to whom St Paul ſaid, But.as touching 
brotherly love, ye need not that I write unto you, 
for ye e are 1 0 | 8 G Saad to eve one 
ee $1 

ER, Bor 
her Matth, xvüi. 23, Kc. . x Theſſ. iv. 9. 
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Bor the ſame eſſential cb is ſtill 
farther inforced upon us by the love of the 
Lord JEsus ;—a motive often urged in the 
ſacred oracles, and to which no fincere Chri- 
ſtian can remain inſenſible. In fact, there 
is no point of morals or religion, which the 
SAVIOUR of the world hath laboured more 
to eſtabliſh among men, than that of mu- 
tual love; and yet perhaps there is no in- 


ſtance in which his endeavours have been 
leſs ſucceſsful. One would think, that this 


was the chief deſign of his miſſion; and 
more, it is certain, he could not have done 
to promote it, had he aimed at nothing elſe. 

His birth was proclaimed by the Heavenly 


Hoſt, with—Glory to GOD in the higheſt! on 


earth peace, good will towards men”! Through- 


out the whole courſe of his public life, and 
more eſpecially at his death, he appeared as 
the miniſter of peace and reconciliation, not 


only of men to Gop, but of one man to an- 


other. By him was broken down the middle 
wall of partition, which had ſo long ſepa- 
rated the Jews from the Gentiles ; and the 
odious diſtinction aboliſhed, berwern Greek 


and Barbarian, Roman and Scythian, bond - 
and free. It was his gracious defign, if poſ- 


_ fible, to put an end to all quarrels and enmi- 
ties among men, to make but one * of 
S all 


Luke ii. 14. 
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all the nations of the earth, and to give all 

his followers but one heart and ſoul; as thoſe. 

early Chriſtians actually had *, who felt moſt 
powerfully the influence of bis example and 
doctrine. Many are the ties by which we 
ſtand connected with him; but we have no- 
thing to connect us with Him, which tends 
not at the ſame time to endear us to one an- 
other; and when we violate brotherly love, 
we diflolve our uflion with Him, as well as 
with our brethren. In former times, a com- 
mon nature, common afflictions, and mor- 
tality, were almoſt the only bonds of union 
among men; and theſe for the moſt part 


little regarded, amidſt their contentions for 


the riches and power of the world. But 
now, under CHRIST, we have, ſuperadded to 
theſe, one ſpirit, one faith, one hope, one 
Shepherd and Loxp, one Gop and FATRHER 
of all: we have the ſame baptiſm, rhe ſame 
laws, and the ſame promiſes; and we are 
one body. Might it not be expected, that ſo 
many heavenly bonds of love ſhould have 
ſome power to prevent or heal our divifions 
and variances? eſpecially when we profeſs 
to be the followers of a SaviouR, who hath 
fo loved vs, as to lay down his life for us all; 


who hath delivered it to us as a new com- 


mandment', and hir commandment by way 


Acts iv. 32. John iii. 34, Kc. 
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of eminence” : that we ſhould love one ano- 
ther as he hath loved us; who hath made 
© this love the peculiar and diſtinctive badge of 
his diſciples in the world; and laſtly, hath 
_appointed a ſolemn ordinance in his church 
to be ſtatedly celebrated by his followers, in 
token of their union with Him their common 
Head, and with one another as the members 
of his body? According to Him, every thing 
but fin ought to unite them: but accord- 
ing to their practice, alas! any thing is ſuffi - 
cient to divide them; their common religion 
moſt of all. The doctrine of peace and love 
hath been ſeen to kindle in their minds, the 
moſt violent animoſities; and the faith which 
ſhould have wrought by love, hath operated 
by an implacable and mortal enmity, often 
ſeeking the ruin of thoſe lives which CHRIST 
came to ſave. They have been ambitious to 
diſtinguiſh themſelves by any mark, rather 
than that which the Great Shepherd hath 
preſcribed for his flock, Reverſing the rule 
of the Apoſtle, they have acted as if faith 
were greater than charity, and not charity 
greater chan faith. The leaſt ſuppoſed fail- 
ure in point of faith, hath warranted them, 
in their own. conceirs, to break the bond of 
Charity; and the total deſtruction of this 
capital virtue, hath been held very conſiſtent 
ES 3 To 8 | 


John xy. 12. 1 Cor. xiti. 13, 
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with a pure and found faith, Hence they 


have often renounced communion with one 


another, and hated one another, on account 
of queſtions which they ſcarce pretended 
to underſtand, For the fake- of ſpeculative 


truth, which often eſcapes the molt ſagaci- 


ous, and conduces little to real piety at beſt; 
they have ſacrificed Chriſtian Love, which - 
was certainly within their reach, and would 
not have failed to make them virtuous and 
happy. Hence the diſputings, the ſchiſms, 
the anathemas, the perſecutions, the wars, 
and maſſacres for Religion, which have ſo 
ſadly deformed and laid waſte the Chriſtian 
Church. We ought, no doubt, to contend 


_ . earneſtly for the faith which was once deli- 


vered unto the ſaints. But then, after being 
firſt well reſolved what that faith is, charity 
ſhould ſtill preſide in all our contentions. 
For the ſake of faith, and hope itſelf, we 
ſhould : preſerve charity; becauſe when it 
Hath left us, our faith is vain, and our hope 
a deluſion. On the other hand, nothing will 
more effectually recommend our faith to 
others, than the ſweet and heavenly influ- 
ence of charity accompanying it. But I am 
enlarging too far, having intended only to 
ſhew that the love of CHñRIS T, wherever it 
truly dwells, will ſeek, in his way, the good 
of mankind, for We he died; will appeaſe, 

. | anten 


* 
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inſtead of exciting, diſſenſions and animoſi- 
ties among his friends; and endeayour, by 
ſolid arguments and good examples, by meek- 
neſs and beneficence to gain his adverſaries. 
Time would fail me to rehearſe all the apoſto- 
lical exhortations which are delivered to this 
purpoſe. Let one ſuffice : Walk in love, ſays 
St Paul, as Chriſt alſo hath loved us, and hath 
given himſelf for us, an offering and a Sr m : 
to God, for a feeet-ſmelling favour *. 


Now, the fam i, what has been 1 in 
this long ſection, I cannot better expreſs than 
in the words of an eminent modern writer“, 
formerly referred to, which are theſe, or near- 
ly ſo.— As the Chriſtian Religion, ſays he, 
is founded on the love of Gop, and carried 
on by the love of CHRIST, ſo it is com- 
* pleted by the love of Men to Gop, and to 
* CHRIST, and to one another. The great 
end of this religion is to make all of us one 
* with Gop and CHRIST, that we may act 
* upon the ſame principles of benevolence 
and love, and thereby purſue, in a conſiſtent 
© manner, as they do, the perfection and 
* happineſs of the univerſe : For, the ſum of 
all perfection in rational beings, conſiſts in 
unity o will and deſign with Gop, who is. 

| Ee A in- 

d Eph. v. 2. John xvii. 21. 


* Benjamin Ben Mordecai. 
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_ © infinitely wiſe, and juſt, and good'—Thus 


he: And what objections have ye philoſo- 
phers to this? You, I mean, whoſe philoſo- 
phy conſiſts chiefly in coungdiding and diſ- 
paraging the Goſpel, what will ye oppole to 
this? Ye lovers of mankind, and of your 


country, (for ye do not pretend to love Gop) 


will ye furniſh us with better motives to 


virtue and goodneſs from your own ſtores ? 


Will ye deny that this is the Chriſtian Reli- 
ion? or that a religion ſo conſtructed, and 
of ſuch a tendency, bears upon it evident 


marks of its heavenly origin, and could never 
be the production of Ruhen e and 
ö human paſſions? th Lp 


' Seer. III. 
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e III. 


CHRIS T's Death an Argument to Repentance. 


THE practical uſes of our SaviouR's 
death and paſſion, for confirming our faith, 
and conciliating our love, have been above 
plained as we were enabled. We ſhould 
next ſhew the efficacy thereof, as an argument 
to perſuade ſinners to repent and turn to Gop. 
And to that effect ſo much has been occa- 
ſionally ſaid already, in places where it could 


not well be omitted, particularly in the laſt - 
ſection, that it may ſeem unneceſſary to in- 


fiſt farther on it here, It is true, the love of 
God, and the love of our neighbour, are the 


two great commandments, to which all the 


reſt refer, and on which hang all the Law 
and the Prophets. Love is the fulfilling of 
the Law; ſo that if this one point could be 


ſecured, nothing more would be wanted. 


Vet as there are certain views of ſin better 
adapted than others to make finners for- 
ſake it, and to preſerve the righteous from 
committing it; and as theſe views are no- 
where more Qrikioghy: exhibited than in the 
ſufferings of CurI1sT, our ſubject requires us 


to treat of this motive more directly by it- 


| ſelf, as we ſhall afterwards do ſome other 
E motives 
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motives to piety and virtue, drawn from the 
ſame ſource, though at bottom they may be 
all included in the preceding e of 
Love. | 


_ Ovr SAviovk's paſſion, when contem- 
plated with the eye of Faith, and with any 
| ſuitable meaſure of pious attention, affords a 

powerful call to repentance; becauſe it ſhews 
us, in a convincing manner, the vileneſs and 
malignity of fin, together with the certain- 
ty of pardon. upon repentance; of final de- 
ſtruction awaiting us, if we do not repent; 
and laſtly, of our being enabled, if willing, 
to e true and eee repentance. 


I. No . will think of amending his 
ways, until he is convinced that they are 
bad and dangerous. A conviction of the 
evil of fin, is neceſſary in the firſt place to 
his repentance ; and this conviction is very 
likely to be wrought in him, by a ſerious 
confideration of our SAaviour's death. In- 
deed, if we loved Gop, it would be impoſ- 
ſible for us not to hate fin: our hatred of 
moral evil, muſt always be in proportion ta 
our love of ſupreme excellence; and what- 
ever tends to kindle this ſacred ae in our 
breaſts, ſerves alſo at the ſame time to increaſe 
our abhorence of all iniquity, But one may 

r e „„ 
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be touched with the odiouſneſs of fin, who is 
not much affected with the love of Gop; and 


the firſt ſtep to virtue, is to hate and ſhun. 
vice. Ceaſe to do evil; learn to do well*, 


Tux evil of fin appears in its nature, and 


in its conſequences; as it is the tranſgreſſion 


of Gop's holy law, implying rebellion and 
enmity againſt the moſt neceſſary, benign, ' 


and rightful authority ; and as, by the con- 


ſtitution of eternal wiſdom, it has death for 


its wages. Nor can any thing be more fit, 


than that thoſe who obſtinately perſiſt, a- 


gainſt all their obligations, to ſubvert the 


order, and deſtroy the happineſs of Gop's 


creation, ſhould themſelves be exterminated 


from it, with ſignal marks of the Divine 


diſpleaſure. Goodneſs itfelf requires, that 
what cannot be amended, ſhould be de- 
ſtroyed ; and a great evil it muſt be, that 


deſerves ſuch a recompence from the hands 
of perfect goodneſs and righteouſneſs. Ac- 


cordingly it was fin that brought death into 
the world, together with all the miſeries 
that mortal man is heir to ;—in reſpect of 


nations, the ſcourges of war, famine, peſti- 


lence, diſcord, infatuation, and weakneſs, 
going on to diſſolution ;—1n reſpect of in- 
eee me loſs of their ſubſtance, their 

health, 


Ila. i. 16. 
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health, their credit, the ſhortening of their 
days, the ruin of their inward peace and 
quiet of mind, the tumult of the paſſions, 
the ſtings and laſhes of conſcience, the awe- 
ful forebodings of future vengeance ; or, 
what is worſe than all, the hideous darkneſs 
of a hard heart, &c, Theſe are ſome of the 
deplorable effects of ſin, which we ſee daily 
in others, or feel in ourſelves, as all man- 
kind have done from the beginning of the 
world; and yet we do not ſufficiently know 
the att of it. It was neceſſary that the ſuf- 
ferings of CHRIST ſhould be added, to ex- 
Poſe the malignity of this terrible, devouring 
monſter in its true colours: To which end 
they are highly conducive, as we cannot but 
acknowledge at firſt ſight, that ſin was both 
the immediate and Bp remote cauſe of them, 


7 0 Tua fi was che direct and 3 
c cauſe of our SAviouR's ſufferings, no one 
can doubt, who. knows any thing of his 
hiſtory. From what other ſource aroſe all 
the ill uſage that he met with in the world? 
And what was his whole public life, but 


one continued ſeries of contradiction, re- 


buke, and blaſphemy, occaſioned by the 
pride, envy, and hypocriſy of wicked men? 
It was to be expected, that, among a people 


| Fate of but a moderate ſhare of piety 
and 
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and juſtice, à perſon of Jesus's character 
ſhould have experienced no evils which it 
was in their power to prevent ; or, that if 
miſtakes and prejudices had ariſen in the 
beginning, they would have been ſoon laid 
alide upon better information ; that every 
thing would have been readily done on 
their part, to make his life happy, and his 
work ſucceſsful; and in ſhort, that he would 
have been eſteemed, admired, and worſhipped 
by all, as he actually was by ſome. For, 
when had the world ever ſeen in human 
fleſh, ſuch conſummate knowledge in divine 
things, ſuch ſupernatural gifts and powers, 
and withal ſuch piety, purity, and benefi- 
cence of life? Who could be an enemy to 
one of this character ? Who could forbear 
to reſpect and venerate him? None ſurely - 
but thoſe in whom falſe religion, together 
with the force of vicious paſſions, and inter- 
fering intereſts, had entirely eraſed the prin- 
ciples of rectitude and candour implanted 
in their nature, The luſtre of his worth, 
therefore, ſerves to give the malice of his 
enemies a darker hne.—Bur this point has 
been ſufficiently explained already, in the 
hiſtorical part of our Eſſay; where we have 
ſeen, that, in the death of Jzsus CurisT, 
iniquity filled up its meaſure, and malice 
collected all its force, for the oppreſſion f 
Me 1 | truth 
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truth and innocence; where the unjuſt re- 
ſentment of enemies, the deſperate perfidy 
of a friend, the calumny of falſe witneſſes, 
the bopartition, hypocriſy, and cruelty of 
- pretended ſaints ; the undue influence of 
theſe. hypocrites over a miſguided populace ; 
the profligacy of a libertine Prince, who 
regarded nothing but his pleaſures ; and 
finally, the criminal policy of an unworthy 
8 Governour, who, with his eyes open, ſacri- 
ficed juſtice to worldly intereſt; all' concurred 
to bring about the crucifixion of the Son 
of Go, I only add here, that in vn _— 
tance, ſin appears exceeding finful ; ; 
thus far it was permitted to go, 5 we 
might have a true ſpecimen of what it is 
at all times diſpoſed to do to Gop, and his 


3 Fame and his eee wh it bad 285 5 


| Bur che death of Jobs Cunt free to 
ſhew the evil of ſin, and to excite our hatred 
of it, as it was alſo the remote and original 
cauſe- of the ſame aweful event. This is one of 
the fundamental and ſelf-evident principles of 
the Goſpel. It needs no proof. Every Chriſtian 


is already perſuaded of it. Had there been no 


in, there would have been no need of a 84 - 
- VIOUR, no Saviour at leaſt to ſuffer and die. 
It was not only by means of fin that CHRIST 


ſuffered, SIRE CAC eee of men, 
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| He being without fin himſelf, For, chero 
may be ſuffering where there is no guilt, 


and conſequently no puniſhment intended; 
neither is it mere ſuffering, but the cauſe 


p thereof, that diſtinguiſhes the martyr from 
the malefactor. Surely, ſaid the Prophet, 


He hath born our griefs, and carried our ſor- 
rows : He was wounded for our tranſgreſſions; 
He was bruiſed for our iniquities; the chaſtiſe- 
ment of our peace was upon him, and with his 
 frripes we are healed*, It was with a view 
to take away our fins, or ſpiritual maladies, 
and deſtroy them, which would orherwife 
have deſtroyed us, that JEsus died on the 
croſs. He was made in for us, who knew no 
in; that we might be made the righteouſneſs of 
God in him. In Him, ſpotleſs innocence was 
given up to be treated like fin itſelf, that we 


who had ſinned, might become, by his means, 


truly righteous and acceptable to Gop, and 
ſo receive the treatment of righteous perſons. 


It was thought better that the Holy One of 
Gop ſhould ſuffer as the worſt of criminals 


uſe to do on the earth, than that fo great an 
evil as fin ſhould remain and reign. in men, 


or that it ſhould be pardoned without re- 


pentance. Chriſt hath once ſuffered for ſins, 


the Juſt for the unjuſt, that he might bring us 
to God, This he did freel 7 and voluntarily, 
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from a generous reſolution to fulfil the mer- 
ciful deſigns of his FATHER in our behalf. 
And can we ſeriouſly think of it, with- 
out being perſuaded that ſin has ſomething 
in it exceedingly odious to Gop, and de- 
ſtructive to men; when ſuch a remedy was, 
in the councils of infinite wiſdom, judged 
neceſſary to be employed againſt it? Can we 
deem ſin a light matter, while we contem- 
plate the Sox of Gop nailed to a croſs by it, 
and on its account, and endeavouring, by 
the effuſion of his blood, to eee us from 1 its 


- ee | 


Tux evil of fin 3 grand; hay a 
inner, in his own perſon, ſuffers the juſt 
- puniſhment of his evil deeds ; but it ap- 
| pears ſtill greater, when an innocent and 
ligghteous perſon ſuffers cruelly by means of 
it, and on its account“. This ſhews that it 
- will ſpare nothing, and leave nothing un- 
hurt, but aims at univerſal miſery and ruin. 
'Gop ordained his dear Sox to oppoſe him- 
ſelf to the iniquities of men, and to ſtop. 
the progreſs of fin among them, at the ha- 
ard and expence of his life; and the Sox 
willingly expoſed and loſt his life in that 
. ee Sin itſelf he did not at- 
| a |  " .,$empe 
; _— Bog Dr Whirhcor: 5 Seems Dial on Recon- 
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and condemned on the part of Heaven, in 
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tempt to vindicate; it does not admit of 
vindication : No 5 or valid reaſon can be 
alledged, why a reaſonable creature ſhould 


not live conſtantly in the love and fear and a 


obedience of Gop. Our Bleſſed Saviour, 
when he undertook our cauſe, gave up our 
ſinful condition as utterly indefenſible; but 
he died on a croſs to bring us out of it, and 


to render us the proper objects of Divine 
mercy. And if he ſuffered ſo much by o- 


caſion of fin, in order to bring ſinners to 
repentance; what muſt ſinners themſelves 
ſuffer at laſt, if they are not 1 to 
renten by him? 


Hour, then, fin is exhibited to us in its 


moſt odious malignity. By the death of a 


Sufferer, on its account, who-was ſo innocent 
and dear to GoDp, all that man had done, or 
ſhould ever do wickedly, is teſtified againſt, 


the ſtrongeſt manner that could be done, 


without inflicting due puniſhment on the 


actual offenders, This remedy ſhews, that 


Gop hates fin more, if poſſible, than he 
loves his only Sox, or than he pities his 
fallen and periſhing offspring. And every 
one who pretends to be a friend of Gop, or 
of CuRIST, muſt hate fin too, with ſuch a 
| hatred as may make him for ever renounce 
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the practice of it, and be zealous to deſtroy 
it utterly in his heart; this being the ex- 
preſs purpoſe and defign of CuRIsT's ſuffer- 
ings, who gave Himſelf for us, that he might 
deliver us from this preſent evil world, accord- 

ing to the will of God, even our Father*; or in- 
other words, that he might redeem us from all 
iniquity, and purify us unto himſelf a peculiar 
; people, zealous of good works', If fin be not 
maortified, and actually put to death, both in 
our bodies and ſouls, the death of CHRIST 
will be e nes with 57, to us. 


10 7 by our very baptiſm, we come b 
an indiſpenſible obligation to be conformed 
to CurrsT's death and reſurrection, by dy- 
ing to ſin, and walking in newneſs of life. 
Whence, againſt the daring perverters of 
SGofſpel Grace, St Paul thus reaſons and ex- 

poſtulates“: How ſhall wwe that are dead to 
Jin, hve any longer therein? When he ſays 
that we are dead to fin, he means what we 
are, according to our principles, profeſſions, 
and obligations; what we are, if we have 
any ching of the ſpirit and truth of Chriſti- 
anity in us. But how does it appear that 
we Chriſtians are, in that ſenſe, dead to ſin? 
Can you be i ignorant of it? anſwers the Apo- 
file: Aw. We not, Pat; TY many of us as were 
. | baptized 
il. L 4. Tit. i. 14. Rom. vi. . 2.—6. 
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baptized into Feſus Chriſt, were baptized into 


His death? that is, not only into a belief of 


his death, and burial, and reſurrection; but 
into a reſemblance of theſe great facts, ſig- 


nificantly expreſſed by the rite of baptiſm, 


and an obligation to be conformed to them 
in our life. Therefore, continues he, we are 


buried with Him by baptiſm into death, that 


like as Chriſt was raijed up from the- dead by 
the glory of the Father, even ſo we alſo ſhould 


walk in newneſs of life. For if we have been 


planted together in the likeneſs of his death, we 
Hall be alſo (that is, we ought to be) in the 
likeneſs of his reſurrection; knowing this, that 


our old man (including the whole maſs of 
"ins we were ſubject to in our uncon- 
verted ſtare) is crucified with Chriſt, that the 


body of fin might be deſtroyed, Tue e 
WE Jonny not —"_—_ fin, 


Ji us, chaſing: every kind 6d degree 


of wilful fin is crucified and ignominiouſly 
put to death with CHRIST, if we haye a juſt 

regard to our principles and obligations, 
and a defire to follow ont, but as far as con- 


cerns ourſelves, the ſalutary deſign of our 


SAvioOUR's death, And in fact, they that 
are'Chriſf's, have crucified the fleſh, with the 
affections and age” If any do otherwiſe, they 
4 . 7 £3; are 
n Gal. v. 24. N 
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are enemies of his eroſs', and live in contra- 
diction to the redemption that is in him.— 
Thus we ſee, that the croſs of CurisT, and 
the view of what he ſuffered. for ſin, the 
ſole cauſe of all his ſufferings, is very proper 
to inſpire us with a hearty deteſtation of all 
wickedneſs, to humble us on account of paſt 
tranſgreſſions, and make us ſorrow for them 
after a godly ſort ; and finally, to call forth 
our moſt Gretna endeavours, in order to 
accompliſh, agreeably to CHRIST's deſign, 
the e of n in ourſelves. But, 


I. Tur next t thing ne to the conver- 
ſion of a ſinner, and which is likewiſe clearly 


5 demonftrated by the death of CHRIST, is the 


certainty of pardon to the fincere penitent. 
Without this, the ſinner would no doubt go 
on in his own ways, and give himſelf up to 
: deſpair; whereas the ſure proſpect of better- 
ing his condition by repentance, is a power- 
ful motive to bring him back to his duty, 
It cannot be needful to enlarge on this point 

| here, after what has been already ſaid, eſpe- 
- cially in the former Chapter. Let us only 


; ; e and apply the ſum of the argument. 


Are you alarmed with the danger of your 
condition, but diſcouraged from making any 
8 PE to get out of it, by the fear that re- 

85 | pentance 

b Philip. fit. 18. 1 
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pentance will not avail you, on account 


of the number and greatneſs of your paſt 
offences? Conſider, that the very end of 
CnrIsT's miſhon was to call ſinners to re- 


pentance*; to ſave that which was Ig; 
ſave even the chief of finners®, by 3 
them away from their iniquities", Think 
What he ſaid to them that were weary 
and heavy laden?, being burdened with the 
weight of their fda, how he ſpake of joy: 
in. Heaven over one finner that repenteth”; 
how far he was from rejecting any that 
came to him with pious diſpoſitions"; and 


what grief he felt for the obſtinacy of the 


impenitent. Obſerve the many Divine at- 
teſtations with which his doctrine is con- 
firmed ; the grand ſeal of it in his death 
and reſurrection ; and the power he is in- 
veſted with, to ooh all things agree- 
ably to it. Look up to the Father of mercies, 


whoſe name is manifeſted to you by his 


Son : Contemplate his eſſential goodneſs ; 
and mark what he hath done in' the Goſpel 
diſpenſation, to aſſure ſinful men of his pla- 
cability to them that repent. Can you, after 


all this, have any doubt of his receiving you, 


8 2 your: ingenuous and ſpeedy return to 


C 


* Matth. ix. 13. 1 Chap. xviii. 1. m 1 Tim. i. 15. 
Akts iii. 26, Matth. xi. 28,—30, P Luke Av. 7. 
* John vi. 37. Luke Kix. 41. : 
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him? Can you harbour any ſuſpicion of: his 
willingneſs to pardon a poor, . weak, erring 
creature, now become ſenſible of its faults, 
and humbly e mercy at the Wa 
of his Grace? | | | 


- Wear Ga proof - -would you e 
Is there not enough here to calm the moſt 
jealous and apprehenſive mind, if it be but 
willing to come to Gop? No aſſuredly, In 
Him yon ure not ſraitened, if ye be not flraitened 
in your own bowels', either by ſome. ſecret 
diſaffection, or ſome unworthy opinion of 
him. What the Prophet Iſaiah ſaid, we may 
now ſay to you, upon ſtill more elear and 
_ ample grounds than were known to him: 
5 hough your fins be as ſcarlet, they ſhall be 
white ar ſnow ; though they be red like. crim- 
fon, they ſhall be as wool*,, For, in the words 
of the Apoſtle ſpeaking of CHRIST, Be it 
| known unte you, that through this man is 
' preached unte yon the forgiveneſs of fins; and 
by Him all that believe are jufti ed, from all 
things from which they could not be juſtified 
by the law of Mojes"—Or if facts, and the 
experiences of others be more ſatisfying to 
vou, hath not CyrIsT actually extended the 
benefit of-pardon to condemned malefactors, 
upon their W to > profligate idol- 
Ds, 8 ¹ erz, 
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aters, to his own murderers, and the perſe- + 
cutors of his friends? And hath he not in 


them ſhewa forth ſufficiently; the patience 
and grace of Heaven, for the encouragement 


of thoſe who ſhould afterwards believe on 
him to everlaſting life” ?—Ceaſe nor then to 
hope in God, while your hope draws you 
to him. Only, let it not draw you farther 


away from him, by nouriſhing a deluſive 


ſecurity in putting off your repentance. Make 


haſte, and delay not, to keep his command- 


ments, leſt you afterwards call upon him“ 
when he will not anſwer, and ſeek to enter in 


when you ſhall not be able”, _Fonkder, on 


the other hand, 


III. Wu ar A ſure and terrible puniſhment 


awaits you, if you ſtill go on in your fins, 
To be convinced of this alſo, you need only 
look to the croſs of CurtsT, Hath he ſuffered 

ſo much for us, to procure us the-liberty of 


. indulging, with impunity, our criminal and 


brutal paſſions ? Is He the miniſter of fin ? 


and did he come to eſtabliſh and enlarge its 


empire, or to take it away and deſtroy it 


for eyer ?—Undoubtedly to deſtroy it, one 
way or other; either by the repentance, or . 


the final perdition, of thoſe who have com- 

mitted it. After the rich and free offer of 
| Fra Gee 
„I Tim. i. 16. * Prov. i. 28. Luke xiii. 24. 
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Grace which Gop hath made to men in his 
Sor, if it prove ineffectual to reclaim them, 
what can be expected but judgement and 
wrath ? wrath dreadfully inflamed by the 
abuſe of mercy ? According to what Gop 
ſaid to his ancient people, You only have 1 
known, of all the families of the earth; therefore 
Iwill puniſh you for all your mquities*, For, 
the goodneſs of Gop is to be feared* ſtill - 
more, if poſlible, than his power and wrath ; 
ſeeing it is from the neglect and abuſe of 
the former, that the latter derive all their 
terrors. And we Chriſtians, of all men, 
have moſt cauſe to be apprehenſive on this 
| ſcore, If that Divine goodneſs which hath 
been ſo liberally manifeſted to us, do not 
lead us to repentance?, the neceflary conſe- 
quence is, that we ſhall treaſure up for our- 
ſelves wrath againſt the day of wrath, 


Monxzovz, we know that the 8 | 
ation of impenitent ſinners is eſtabliſhed in 
the ſame covenant, and ratified with the 
fame blood, which aſſures the remiſſion of 
fins to them that repent, that the Sox of 


|| Gop is prepared with full power and au- 


thority, to execute both theſe ſentences, and 
that rhe one is as fir and reaſonable in itſelf 
as the other. With | regard to "the Iſraelites | 


5 Amos iii. 2. 2 Hot. iii, 5 EB. * Rom. ii. 4. LO 
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of old, 1 were diſobedient, Gop ſware 
that they ſhould not enter into his reſt. Is he 
leſs determined that his chriſtian people ſhall 
not enjoy the happineſs of Heaven, without 
an obedient life, the proper fruit of their 
faith? And that we may not found any hope 
on the merits or atonement of a SAVIOUR, 
_ excluſive of our own perſonal obedience, the 
Apoſtle warns us, in the moſt explicit terms, 
That, if we fin wilfully, after we have received 
the knowledge of the truth, there remaineth no 
more ſacrifice for fin*. By apoſtatizing from 
the faith, or ſinning under the profeſſion of 
it, we render the ſacrifice of CHRISH unpro- 
fitable to us; this laſt and moſt perfect ſa- 
crifice ſpecially provided by the mercy of 
Go: And no other is left in the councils of 
Heaven towards us; nothing is to be looked 
for after this, but | creinitiidens wrath, and 
fiery indignation, which ſhall devour the ad- 
verſaries of God and his Son, And how 
can it be otherwiſe? Let your own conſcience 
anſwer the Divine oracle, and ſay how ſore a 
puniſhment is due to him who hath trodden 
under foot the Sox of Gop, and hath count- 
ed the blood of rhe covenant wherewith he 
was ſanctified, an unholy thing, and hath 
| done deſpite unto the Spirit of Grace? 


5 Ws 
© Heb. x. 26. &c. 
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IN ſhort, we may deceive MF in this 
matter, if we can;—but it will not be eaſy 
for us; it will require no common aſſiſtance 
of the Spirit of Darkneſs. After all that the 
love of Gop hath done for us, and all that 
| hath been accompliſhed in our favour by the 
love of CHRIST; notwithſtanding the mighty 
proofs we have received both from the Fa- 
/ THER and the Sox, of their pity and care 
for us, and deſire of our ſalvation; rhey both 
conſent to give us up, yea reſolve immut- 
ably that we ſhall periſh, and be doomed 
to. everlaſting fire, prepared for the Devil 


and his angels, rather than that we ſhall be 


ſaved without true repentance, and a holy 
life. Would you attempt to turn the artil- 
lery of Heaven againſt Heaven itſelf, and 

preſume to take encouragement in your ſins, 


from that divine tenderneſs, forbearance, and 
 liberality, which ought, above all things, to 
melt your heart, and ſubdue you to the obe- 
diience of the. truth? If any thing that mi- 


ſerable deluded mortals can do, 1s. capable to 


pull down the accumulated vengeance of 
G0Oo D upon their heads, and to ſhut them for 
ever out of the reach of his mercy, it is this; 
one thing only remains ro complete this ö 
argument. 5 | 


mm 
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IV. © SoueposING me to be truly ſenſible 
of the neceſſity of repentance, and ſeri- 
ouſly diſpoſed to perform the duties of it, 
how ſhall I be enabled to do them? For 
the work is great and arduous, and my 


* 


* 


* ſtrength is nothing. If this be indeed 


your only remaining obſtacle, it will not 
long detain you in the ſervitude of fin ; for, 
the ability you want, ariſes, ſo to ſpeak, out 
of the weakneſs of CRIST, and is one of 
the bleſſed fruits of his crucifixion, So the 
Apoſtle Paul repreſents it, when he ſays, 


bat the law could not do, in that it was weak _ 


_ through the fleſh, God ſending” his own Son in the 
© likeneſs of ſinful fg ſh, and for fin, condemned fin 
in the fleſh*. That is, according to ſome, he 
left no excuſe for the practice of fin in any 
of CyrisT's followers, by ſhewing how it 

may be avoided, or conquered, amidſt all 


the real infirmities of human nature. How- 


ever, we may certainly infer from the Apo- 

ſtle's words, that Gop, by the ſufferings of 
his 80 N on account of fin, hath given a 
mortal blow to its reigning power in all who 


are willing to be free from it: For he adds, 


as the conſequence and end of this Divine 

procedure, That the righteouſneſs of the Law 
might be fulfilled in us, who walk not after the 
fe 90, but Ls the Spirit. See here what Go 


n | 
| 2 15 viii. * 5 Verſe 5 
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expects from us, after tending his SoN in the 
condition foreſaid; and he expects nothing 
from-us, which be has not given us ability 
to perform. By nature, we are weak, and 
without ſtrength; but, through grace, wwe are 
God's workmanſhip, created in Chriſt Feſus unto 
good works, for which God hath prepared and 
amply e e us, that we ſhould walk in 
them. The Goſpel affords a remedy for the 
weakneſs of nature, and leaves us no pre- 
tence for declining neceſſary duty on that 
ground; it hath brought us larger ſuccours 
from above, than ever were vouchſafed under 
any former diſpenſation. The poor enſlaved 
ſinner, left in his own hands, may aſk in 
deſpair, O wretched man that I am! who bh 
1 deliver me from this body of death*? But, aſſiſt- 
| ed by the Goſpel, he is enabled to anſwer in 
| triumph, I thank God, through Jeſus Chrift our 
ord; A plentiful effuſion of miraculous 
gifts and powers, ſuited to the neceſſities 
of the church in its infancy, was the firſt 
viſible effect of CHRIST's aſcenſion to the 
FATHER; and the gift of the Spirit, upon 
our alking it to help our infirmities, is one 
of; the perpetual fruits of his ſhed blood. 
Since we have in him a great High-Prieſt* 
_ that is paſſed into the Heavens, One ſo able, 
| and ſo well — — to on pp us, Can we 
| | doubt 
Ll „ Eph. i. 10. Rom. vii. 24, 25. D Heb. i iv. 14516, 
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doubt of obtaining mercy in anſwer to our 
humble ſupplication, and of finding grace to 
help in time of need? What ſays CurisT of 
himſelf to one who ſincerely deſires to do his 
duty, but is depreſſed with a ſenſe of natu- 
ral infirmity? My grace is ſufficient for thee; 
my flrength is made perfect in weakneſs', And 
what ſays he of his Father, and our Father? 
How much more ſhall your Heavenly Father give 
the Holy Spirit to them that aſk him? How 
much more than the beſt Father on earth 
| uo good 218 9 to his children? 5 


Now, for ary one, 1 15 all 1 to pretend 5 
inability to do what muſt be done in order 
to ſalvation, is either a mere cloke 'of mali- 
_ ciouſneſs, or a criminal diſtruſt of the power 
and grace of Gop. This laſt was the fin 
of the ancient Iſraelites, for which they ſuf- 

fered ſo ſeverely in the wilderneſs. Terrified 
at the report of the ſpies, who told them that 
the cities of Canaan were ſtrongly fortified", 
and walled np to Heaven, and that its inha- 


bitants were mighty men, of a gigantic. ſta- 


ture, compared with whom they and their 
brethren were but graſhoppers; diſheartened, 
1 ſay, at the view of theſe natural difficulties, 
which their own fears exaggerated, and de- 
| ſpairing of 5 ene it ſeemed impro- 

| bable 


12 Cor. xii EE To Like xi, 13. Num. xiii. 26,.—33. 
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bable by mere human means, the unhappy 


Iſraelites refuſed, at the command of Gop, 


to go up and take poſſeſſion of the good land 


that he had promiſed them, though they 


ſaw the arm of Omnipotence ſo manifeſtly 


ſtretched out to ſupport them. For which 
cauſe, they were doomed to wander and die in 


the wilderneſs, and never reached the Land 
ar Frome, LO | 


. hon” of allies unbelief to other 
ſins. Lift up the hands which hang down, 
and the feeble knees. Say boldly, The Loxd. 
is my Helper; I will fear no enemy. Gob is 


on my fide; who can with any effect be a- 
gainſt me? His power is able to raiſe me up, 
if I be willing, even from the deplorable 


weakneſs to which my own ſin and folly, ſtill 
more than a degenerate nature, hath redu- 


ced me, and to tread Satan under my feet. 
Does he now require me, not only to abſtain 


from all unjuſt and fraudulent practices, bur 
to reſtore what I have gotten by theſe means? 


Or, to retract the calumny which I have ut- 
tered againſt my neighbour's reputation, and 


give the he to myſelf? Or, to part with a 


darling pleaſure, which is inconſiſtent with 


my ſalvation? Or, to extirpate a criminal 

habit, which hath long been foſtered in my 

foul e | feel, alas! are difficult enter- 
„„ 
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ae but, for the difficulty of them, I may | 
thank myſelf; and being, one or more of 
them, indiipenſably neceſſary for me, they 
are not impracticable, while God ALMIGHTY 
is ready to ſecond my honeſt, though poor 
endeavours. To labour, to firive, to fight, 
and to make many painful efforts, is no 
more than what the beſt Chriſtians are call- 
ed to in working out their ſalvation. And 
ſhall I ſtudy nothing but eaſe and pleaſure 
ſtill, after having loſt ſo much time, and 
done ſo little of what I ought to have done? 
Shall I grudge any exertions which are in 
my power, for ſuch a cauſe, when I know 
they will not be in vain? Nor let me plead 
inability as an excuſe for my remiſſneſs; for, 
in ſo doing my own mouth would condemn 
me. If my temporal intereſt depended on it, 
I ſhould ſoon find ſtrength enough to per- 
form the hardeſt of thoſe duties which my 


condition calls for; and have I power to do 


none of them, with the aſſiſtance of Gop, 
when my eternal ſalvation is at ſtake? I am 
aſhamed to pretend it; and from this mo- 
ment I reſolve to a diligently with Gop, 

Who worketh in me both to will and to cs of 
| his good ere 


1 'Tuvs will a finner reaſon upon this point, 
who, not deſtitute of underſtanding and can- 
| : : dour, 3 
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dour, 1s deeply humbled under a ſenſe of - 


his fins, and ſeriouſly difpoſed to forſake 
them. And for his farther encouragement 
in returning to Gop, it will behove him to 


conſider this plain fact, confirmed by the 
word of Gop, and by the experience of all 


| ages; ; That while temporal proſperity is. in 
a great meaſure an accidental thing, time 


and chance happening to all men, and while 
the moſt zealous and ſkilful contenders for 
"the advantages of this world have not ſel- 
dom the -mortification to ſee their deepeſt 


projects overthrown, and terminated in ſad 


diſappointment, the work which he under- 


takes, of reforming his life, cannot poſlibly | 
miſcarry, but through his own fault, his 


own diſinclination. If there be here but a 


willing mind, ſucceſs 1s infallible : The in- 
terceſſion of CHRIST, the power and faith- 

fulneſs of Gop, are pledged for it; and 
under this ſecurity, he may bid e . 
all a Wen bs Darkneſs, | | 
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sreriox IV. 


CurisT's Death an  Incitement to Proficiency 
in Virtue, 

THE ee of CuRIST's death to per- 

ſuade a ſinner to forſake his ſins, and turn 

to Cop, we have juſt now endeavoured to 


ſhew. We are next to enquire what force 
the ſame event, rightly conſidered, has to 


excite us to the performance of good works, 
whereby, under the bleſſing of Heaven, our 
moral perfection may be carried on and 
completed. —As the paſſion of our SAVIOUR 
loudly warns us to ceaſe to do evil; ſo, from 


it alſo we learn to do well, and to advance 


in well-doing. For, if benefits conferred 
_ awaken the gratitude of ingenuous minds, 
and prompt them to make ſuitable returns 
to their Benefactor; if we can be touched 
with the obligations of duty and fidelity to 


a Maſter who hath ſo dearly. purchaſed us 


and our ſervices; if a proper ſenſe of the 
_ dignity of our nature, and the worth of our 
- ſouls, has any tendency to elevate us above 
low and grovelling purſuits finally, if a 
complete pattern of goodneſs, tried to the 


utmoſt, is fitted to inſtruct, allure, and ani- 
mate us in our endeavours after real excel- 
8 . e „ 


2 
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| lence; all theſe motives of improvement in 
virtue, ariſe from the death and ſufferings 
of our ReperMER, with much more advan- 
tage, I humbly conceive, than from any 
other facts or ſpeculations Which have been 
Jer e to the mind of r man. 


1. Firf, THE farts we 1 received! 
through a crucified SAVIOUR, ought to make 
us perfect, by exciting our. gratitude, and 
engaging us to make the beſt returns we 
can to our Benefactor. In conſequence of 
CuRIST's death and reſurrection, we are 
furniſhed with three ſorts of ſpiritual bene- 
3 which it behoves us thankfully to im- 
prove, and which are calculated to have the 
nobleſt influence on our ſouls, —inſtructions, 
promiſes, and pe prad Confider each = 
them a "IE: 5 | 


17. TRE W afards: us abide. Ne Es | 
Ege which we could never have attained 
without it, and which it moſt of all con- 


cerns us to be poſſeſſed of, the knowledge f 


Gov, and of ourſelves: reſpecting Gop; his 
Character, and providence, and command 
ments, and deſigns toward men, are de- 
clared to us ;— and in regard to ourſelves, 
we learn from it, our own real condition, 

end, duty, happineſs, and the way to gain it. 
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Of theſe intereſting ſubjects, the bulk of 
mankind, notwithſtanding all the aids of 
philoſophy, were groſsly. ignorant before the 
revelation of the Goſpel, and are fo. ſtill in 
all thoſe places where this Divine light hath 
not yet appeared. The-world by wiſdpm (or 
philoſophy) Ane not God*; and there is no 
reafon to think it ever would have known 
him. It lay in darkneſs, thick and uncon- 
querable by human means, like the ſhadow 
of death; out of which the Goſpel hath: 
brought us into a marvellous light”, But it 


| hath been ſhewn above, that the knowledge 


of the Goſpel is a benefir, for which, under 
Gov, we are indebted to the Grace of JEsus 
Cuxklsr, in giving himſelf for us. Before 
his death, indeed, he planted the ſeeds of Di- 
vine truth among one people; but it was not 
till after his exaltation, that the Sun of Right- 
eouſneſs. aroſe upon a benighted world. The 
publication of the Goſpel to men of all na- 
tions, was at once a happy fruit of his death, 
_ and a clear proof of his advancement to tlie 
right hand of power; fince it is certain, that 
without the miraculous gifts and powers 
| ſhed down by him on his Apoſtles and 
: Miniſters, and without a Divine hand aſſiſt- 
ing at it, that great work could 1 never have 
been accompliſned. ID) | 

| 8 4 me Now, 


© Cor. L 3h > Pet a9. 
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Now, to affirm that the Goſpel inſtructs 
us in the duties of true piety and virtue, 
better than any other doctrine ever taught 
in the world before, is not ſaying much, 
We may go further, and venture to aſſert, 
_ that if whatever was wiſely and juſtly Gd 
upon the ſubject of morals, by all the Sages 
of antiquity, were collected together, and 
ſeparated from the great maſs of error and 
5 tolly with which it is mingled in the writ- 

ings of the beſt of them, it would till, 
though very valuable, be unfit to bear a com- 
pariſon with what was occaſionally taught 
by CuRIST and his illiterate Apoſtles. In 
their teachings, we meet with nothing olten- 
tatious, ſuperfluous, or vainly curious; no- 
thing unreaſonable, ſuperſtitious, weak, or 
trifling; much leſs of a corrupt and vicious 
tendency. They are, in the matter of them, 
from beginning to end, pure, ſimple, and 
ſublime, bearing every where upon them 

marks of Divine wiſdom and authority. 

Moreover, the Goſpel fulfils che Law and the 
Prophets, and perfects all former revelations 
of Gop, As ſure as there is a Gop above 

us, he muſt be ſuch as the Goſpel repreſents 
him to be, and ſuch alſo muſt be the wor- 
ſhip which is acceptable to him. To con- 
tradict this with any colour of reaſon, has 


been found beyond the power of the acuteſt 
| malice 
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malice and prejudice. The Goſpel does not 
addreſs itſelf to brute creatures, but to thoſe 
who are rational, It encourages and re- 
quites the faithful exerciſe of that leading 
faculty of man, which we call Reaſon; and 
all its words, fairly interpreted, are perfectly 
conſonant thereto; but they are not built up- 
on human reaſonings, or inforced by them 
only. That method of addreſs was not ſuit- 
able to their proper character, and would 
have rendered them weak and ineffectual, if 

not ſuſpicious. They are delivered as the 
Oracles of Gov, and enjoined by an autho- 
rity from which there is no appeal. And as 
this Divine philoſophy does not amuſe us 
with barren ſpeculations, but is a popular 
and practical ſcience, wholly intended to 
ſanctify the heart, and govern the life, it 
does not require capacity and penetration to 
underſtand ir, ſo much as an honeſt mind, 
which hungers and thirſts after righteouſ- 
neſs. He who applies rhis to it, though 
he be otherwiſe ſimple and unlearned, will 

ſoon be made wiſe unto ſalvation. | 


Neb I uſe any 0 to maker the great- 
neſs and importance of this benefit? — that 
men of all ranks, even the pooreſt, ſhould 
have in their hands a perfect and infallible 
rule of life, brought them from Heaven, 

e teaching 
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teaching them how to fear Gop, to be uſe- 

ful to others, and happy in themſelves for 

ever? Of ſuch a treaſure, every one muſt 

immediately acknowledge the immenſe value; 

and this treaſure we have obtained without 

our own cares or labours, through the volun- 

tary poverty of JesUs CuRISTH for our ſakes, 

But what avail any treaſures, if they are not 

rightly uſed? Gratitude to our Maſter ſhould 

reach. us highly ro prize this one, to be more 

careful about it than we commonly are about 

a thouſand things, which are trifles in com- 

_ pariſon of it; and in ſhort, to put it to the 

beſt uſe, ad draw all the advantage from it 

that 1s poſſible. This is all the return our 

Benefactor calls for; and what progreſs ſhould 

we not make in real wiſdom and holineſs, if 

EK we were duly attentive to this obligation? 
ö Did we but hear Him who is the Word and 
3 Wiſdom of God, in all things whatſoever he 
„ Hhaath ſaid unto us; and learn of Him, with 
| ſome portion of that meek and humble mind 

with which he taught, and follow Him alone 

as the true light of the world, we ſhould not 
fail to bbs Perfect, ee furniſhed 
unto all good works*, Our minds, under this 

; Divine culture, would be as a watered gar- 
dien, or a field which the Lond hath bleſſed, 
on which all the virtues would grow, and 
| | | | Wale ä 


c 2 Tim. i. 17. 
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' thrive with increaſing vigour : We ſhould 


not walk any more as thoſe who are of the 


night and of darknefs*, but as the children 


of the light and of the day*; yea, ſhould 


ſhine as lights in the world, holding forth, 


by our good converſation, the word of Be” Io 


But, 


— 


24, BE SIDE the neceſſary inſtructions and 


rules of true religion, our Divine MASTER 
hath, by his death, confirmed promiſes to 
us, which none but Gop could give, and 


which are highly conducive to our perfection. 
Of moſt of theſe promiſes we have largely 
ſpoken already, and ſhall now only rehearſe. 
the chief of them very briefly, ſuch as theſe 
following: That all manner of fin and tranf- 
greſſion ſhall be forgiven to them who truly 
repent ; that Gop will aid all our good en- 
deavours, and crown them with ſucceſs, and 


will never ſuffer us to be tempted above that 


we are able“; that if we cleave to him in 
faith and love, all things ſhall be made ſub- 
a ſervient to our good; that we ſhall” receive 
a a ſuitable ſupply for our bodily wants alſo, 
while we ſeek firſt the kingdom of Gop, and 
his righteouſneſs'; that nothing ſhall be de- 
gerd, to our prayers, put up to Gop in the 


884 35 name 
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name of CHRIST; that, through divine ſup- 
port, all our preſent trials, labours, and ſuf- 


ferings for Gop, ſhall have a happy iſſue, 


and abundant fruits; and finally, that tho 
we die, we ſhall be raiſed again to an immor- 
tal life, to an inheritance reſerved for us in 
Heaven, which is incorruptible and unde- 
filed, and fadeth not away*,—Can any-thing 


greater, or more defirable, enter into the 


mind of man, than theſe promiſes ? and 
could they ever have entered there without 


revelation ? If we withdraw from the ſociety 


and practices of the wicked, and live as 
Chriſtians, GOD will be OUR GOD and we 
Hall be His people. He will recerve us, and be 
a Father to us, and abe ſhall be the Sons and 
Daughters of IHE LORD ALMIGHTY. 


* and ſuch as 8 are the ſe 


of the Goſpel ; and. all the prom: gee of: GOD 


in CHRIST, are. Yea and Amen; that is, 


_ conſiſtent, true, and ſurg,. They e fail 


of their accompliſhment in due time and 


order, upon our performing the conditions 


of them: They are confirmed by manifold 


Divine miracles, and ſealed with the blood 


of CHRIST,;. and the execution of them is 


| a ſecured my the Power of this 


riſen 


3 John xiv. 13, 14. DO: Pet. ; 3, 4, 1 2 . 16,—19, 
® 2 gor. i. 2 : , 8 | EE, 2 3 


Death of Feſus Cbrill. 37 
riſen and exalted SAVIOUR, Theſe promiſes 
are able to fill our hearts with everlaſting 
conſolation and good hope: But they are 
likewiſe defigned to have a ſalutary influence 
on our whole moral conduct, and to make 
us Partakers of a Divine Nature"; while, both 
from their obvious tendency, and from gra- 
titude to the Author of them, they do power- 
fully excite us to cleauſe ourſelves from all 
- fulthineſs of the his eſh and of the ſpirit, and to 
| perfect holineſs in the 5 of ihe LORD?. 

Laſtly, 


34. In conſequence of theſe Divine in- 
ſtructions and promiſes, conveyed to them 
through the blood of CHRIST, all believers 
in Him are endowed with important pri- 
vileges above the reſt of mankind ; which 
ought to ſerve them as new motives of re- 
ligious ' gratitude, and new incitements to 
_ Chriſtian duty. Thus, for inſtance, they are 
the choſen or ele& people of Gop, his call- 

ed, his ſanctified, his beloved ones, and his 
new creatures. Theſe, and ſach like, are not 
empty titles attached to the faith of Curisr ; 
but ſubſtantial benefits, fitted to produce 
noble exertions in us, and to form us to a 
heavenly temper. This might be ſhewn at 
| | large 


Le 2 Pet. 1. 4. * 9 2 Cor. vii. 1 
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large with regard to each of them“; but a 
few words wall luthce to e out their 
tendency. 


BiaS5ED, ſays the Pſalmiſt, is the people 
whoſe God is the LORD. Bleſſed is the man 


vom thou chogſeſt, and cauſeſt to approach unto 


thee. And do | partake of this blefſedneſs ? 


Am I choſen and ſelected of Gop to the 
: knowledge of the truth”, and the attainment 


of ſalvation? How zealous ſhould I be, by 
my behaviour, to juſtify, if poſſible, a choice 
ſo honourable and beneficial to me; to ſhew 
that it hath not been improperly placed, 


and to render it effectual? Have I come, by 


Divine invitation, to the feaſt of fat things“ 
which Gop hach prepared for his people 


under the Goſpel? and, am I called into the 


fellowſhip of the Son of Gop', to be a child 


and heir of Gop, along with: him ? With 
what profound humility and thankfulneſs 


ſhould I demean myſelf before Gop? and He 
with what care to walk worthy of this high 


calling*? What diligence ſhould I uſe, by 


adding one chriſtian virtue to another, and, 
abounding in all, to make my calling and 
election fure FOODS) am 1 througe” the of- 
| Es fern 
2 Theff. ii. 13. 1 Iſa. xxv. 6. * 1 Cor. i. 9. | 
* Eph. iv. 1. P 2 Pet, i. 5.— 10. 
See Dr Taylor's Dey to the Apoſtolic Wekings 


LO 


a Death of Jeſus Christ. r 
fering of the body of IEsus once for all', and 
the blood of the covenant, ſanctified, or ſepa- 
rated from an unclean and wicked world, and 
peculiarly conſecrated to the ſervice of Gop? 
That ſeparation 1s a ſtrong engagement on 
me, to renounce all intimate and unneceſſary 
fellowſhip with the workers of iniquity, to 
dleteſt and ſhun their ways, and to be a Saint, 
not in name only, but in truth, even holy, 
according to my beſt capacity, as Gop is 
holy.—And fince I have received ſo many 
great proofs of the love of Gop, and of the 
LoRD JESUS CHRIST, toward me, I am 
prompted by nature itſelf, to love them in 
return, with ſincerity and fervour, and to 
love my brethren for their ſakes. Put on as 
the eleft of God, holy and beloved, bowels of 
mercies, kindneſs, humbleneſs of mind, &c,", 
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Tris is a ſhort ſpecimen of what our 
chriſtian honours would do for our improve- 
ment in virtue, if we knew how to value and 
uſe them according to the views of Gop. 

To give another inſtance: — What ſort of 
temper ought to be formed in us, by that 
quickening from ſpiritual death*, and that 
new creation, which the Grace of Gop hath 

brought us? Some idea of this benefit may 
be conceived from the condition of a bank- 
> | OP 
7 Heb. x. 10, 29. * Col. iii. 12. * Eph. ii. 1. 
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rupt, ſo common in our days, who hath got 
his ruined fortunes repaired by the help of 
a kind and powerful friend. He is reſcued 
from the hands of poverty and wretchedneſs; 
his debts are all diſcharged or remitted; he 
is again ſet upon his feet, as we ſay, and . 
provided with an ample ſtock to begin the 

world anew. How will he proceed in future? 


\ Is it not to be expected, that, out of gratitude 


to his benefactor, as well as prudence to 
himſelf, he will be very attentive, and very 
earneſt to improve the means of recovery, ſo 


ſeaſonably afforded him? What would you 


think of him, if he ſhould again negle his 


affairs, and abandon himſelf once more to 
his pleaſures? or ſhould fold his hands in 
ſloth, and contrive pretexts and excuſes to 
| Juſtify his remiſſneſs, until he was plunged 
again in the ſame embarraſſments, inability, 
and ruin, as before? You would not at leaſt 
believe, that any one could be found capable, 
in ſuch a fituation, of rejecting the kind aſ- 

fiſtance tendered to him, and abſolutely re- 
fuſing to be relieved. —Theſe things exhibit 

a faint 1 image of an unbeliever, to whom the 
Goſpel is preached without effect; or of a 
Chriſtian, who forgets that he is God's wwork- 
manſbip through CHRIST, and who does not 
"mu himſelf up to act as a new creature” Eo” 
Thr 


7 Erb. ii. 16. 2 Gal. vi. 15. 25 ; 


- 
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Tux like may be ſaid of all the other pri- 
vileges and honours which are derived to us 
through the death and reſurrection of our 
LorD. Every one of them recommends and 
enforces a worthy conduct, and tends to 
nouriſh in us the feeds of univerſal good- 
nels, 


II. Bur we have not only motives of gra- 


titude, flowing from the blood of CHRIST, to 
animate us in the courſe of life marked out 


by him ; we are farther engaged to abound 


in the mark of the LoRD, by the ſtrict obli- 
gations of allegiance and fidelity, which we 
owe to a Heavenly Maſter, who hath dearly 
bought us, and to whom we belong as his 


property. So ſays the Apoſtle to the Be- 


lievers of Corinth, and in them to all other 
Chriſtians: Ye are not your own, for ye are 


I with a Price; ; therefore, glorify God in 


your body, and in your ſpirit, which are God g 
Obſerve the force and extent of this motive: 


If we are not our own, it cannot be juſt or 


ſafe for us either to live or die to ourſelves. 


We are not at liberty to follow entirely the 


views of private intereſt, the impulſes of paſ- 


ſion, the bent of inclination, the ſuggeſtions 
of humour and caprice, nor indeed any other 


rule of conduct but what our Nane hath 
| mo 


Fe | Cov. vi. 19, 20 
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478 EP, Prafiical Eſay on the 


preſcribed to us; nor can we lawfully abf- 


tract any portion of our time and ſervice from 


him. This doctrine was well underſtood in 
St Paul's days, when the practice of domeſtic 


ſlavery was ſo univerſally eſtabliſhed, and 


the great bulk of the human ſpecies were 


born to be the abſolute property of a few. 
But there can be no difficulty in underſtand- 


ing it at any time, fince it is implied in the 
- moſt common rights of a maſter with regard 


to his ſervants, or a father's over his child- 
ren. For it is evident that we belong to Gop 
by more ſacred ties, and a more perfect right, 
"Khan wy one mortal can SAGE to another. 


How i is it, i that we are not our ew? 


It may be anſwered, becauſe we neither gave 
being to ourſelves, nor can continue it at our 
Pleaſure, We are the creatures, ſubjects, and 


property of him who grants us hfe and 
favour. And this conſideration alone is of 
great moment to fix our hearts in an inviol- 
able attachment to him; it is ſufficient, if 
duly weighed, to Gebe w aright the con- 
duct of all rational creatures. But we Chriſ- 


tians are happily ſupplied with others of the 


fame tendency, beſide this, which ſerve to 


ſtrengthen it, and to preſs the ties of duty up- 


on us with double force. The Apoſtle even 


omits altogether ous: natural right which 
; * | e 


o 
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Gov has to our obedience, becauſe it was 
obvious and common, and becaule there was 
another more lately founded, -more peculiar 
to the Chriſtian profeſſion, and of more force 
to touch the hearts of men juſt emerged from 


the darkneſs of Paganiſm, into the glorious _ 


light of the Goſpel. Therefore his addreſs 
to them runs in this ſtrain.— To your un- 
| ſpeakable benefit, you have been of late re- 


deemed from bondage to falſe Gods, from 


the captivity of Satan, the flavery of vile 
luſts and paſſions; and are now become the 
ſervants and property of the True,Gop, not 
only by Nature, as you were before, but alſo 

by Grace. Nor were you a cheap and eaſy 
_ purchaſe: your redemption coſt nothing leſs 
than the Blood of his Beloved Son. Can 
any thing farther be neceſſary ro make you 


yield yourſelyes heartily to the obedience of 


God through CHRIST, and exert all your 


faculties of body and mind for his honour? 


Or, will you, after experiencing ſo happy a 
change, return to the ſame bondage you 


were in before? Will you, by your words 


or works, deny the Lord that bought you“, 
the only Lord Gop, and our Lord Jxsus 
CurisT®? Who can expreſs the folly, in- 
gratitude, unfaithfulneſs, and difloyalty of 


ſuch a conduct NE me far from _ 


2 2 Pet. ii. 1. : c "Jute Iv. 
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. crimes, O my Gop! I am thy ſervant, thy 
ſervant by the ſtricteſt ties*, Thou haſt looſed 


K. 


my bonds; thou haſt broke the gates of 


braſs, and cut the bars of iron in ſunder*, 
Thou haſt brought me up alſo out of an 


horrible pit, out of the miry clay, and ſet my 
feet upon a rock, and eſtabliſhed my goings. 
And of what value was I to thee, O Lok p! 
that thou ſhouldeſt have redeemed me at 


ſuch a price? No, it was purely for my good 


that thou didſt it; out of mere kindneſs and 
compaſſion to me, notwithſtanding my un- 
worthineſs, And can I ever forget the ob- 


ligation then let my right hand forget its 


cunning, and let my tongue cleave to the 
roof of my mouth. Henceforth I reſolve 
that nothing ſhall alienate from thee, the Su- 


preme and Righteous Owner, my body, my 
ſoul, my heart, hands, abilities, labours, re- 


laxations, or any ng that is mine. 


Tux ſame motive of Stelle is urged a- 
gain by our Apoſtle, in his Epiſtle to the 
Romans“, when he argues, that whatever we 
profeſs, we are in fact the /ervants either of 


+ fin or of righteouſneſs, according as we take 
the one or the other of theſe for our maſter 
in the conduct of life; that if we wiv our- 


„VR „„ dees 


4 Pſal. * 16. 2 Plal, evi 16. * Pſal. xl, Fo 
© Rom. vi. 16. | 3 
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ſelves to ſin, the concluſion and reward of 
that ſervice is death, meaning death everlaſt- 
ing; if to righteouſneſs, our reward is juſti- 
fication and eternal life: But that by em- 
bracing the faith of the Goſpel, we have 
ſolemnly renounced the ſervice of ſin, and 
bound ourſelves to another Maſter, even 
Righteouſneſs; and that therefore we cannot, 
without violating our ſacred covenant en- 
gagements, yield obedience any more to ſin, 
or ſuffer it to have dominion over us, but 
ought to be conſtant in the ſervice of Right- 
_ eouſneſs, or of Gop, which is true freedom 
and happineſs. For, what can be more come- 
ly and honourable, or more, delightful] and 
ſalutary, than to ſerve the.LorD our Gon, 
in the performance of all righteous th; 
whoſe end and reward is eternal life? This 
is the liberry to which we are called by the 
Goſpel”; the glorious liberty of the children 
of God, the liberty which CHRISTH gives us 
through the knowledge of the truth. F the 
Son make you free, ye ſhall be free indeed'. And 
again, where the Spirit of the Lord is, there is 
liberty k; true, complete, and perpetual liber- 
ty, implying a happy exemption from the 
ſervitude of ſin, from the yoke of the Mo- 
ſaical ceremonies, and from the ſentence of 
eternal condemnation, How thankful ſhould 

; 35h we 
b Gal. v. 123. John viii. 36. * 2 Cor. ili. 17. 


482 A Practical Eſſay on the 
we be for our entrance into ſuch a ſervice, 
and ow ns to perform the duties of | 


For, if: you really deſire to fulfil fo great 
an obligation, you will not only avoid every 
thing inconſiſtent with the ſervice of Gop, 
but ſtudy to do honour to it by your dili 
gence, faithfulneſs, and perſeverance. Good 

ſervants love their maſter, and wiſh to have 
him and his ſervice well thought of. You 
will act in ſuch a manner, as to make it ap- 
pear, that God is, in your eſteem, the beſt of 
all maſters, and the moſt worthy to be ſerved 
and obeyed; that his commands are, wiſe 
and equitable, his protection invincible, and 
his promiſes equally munificent and faithful. 
You will ſhew, by your behaviour, that the 
Lord is good and gracious, that there is no 
unrighteouſneſs in him", and that he never 
forſakes his ſervants. Nur from ſeeming to 
regret the having g given yourſelf up to him, 
or growing weary of his yoke, you will diſ- 
cover more affection for it, the more experi- 
_ ence you have of it, and length of time will. 
only diſpoſe you to bear it with greater ala- 
crity and joy. Finding a great preſent re- 
ward in the conſolation of ſerving him, you 
will abide with him continually, and ſtand 


faſt for him againlt the ſtrongeſt tempt- 
ations. 


981 Tal. xcii. 1 5. 


* 


* 
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ations, — Yes, O my Gov ! you will ſay to 


og 


him, I do firmly reſolve to deny my own 


will, in order to follow thine; counting 


C 


& 


*\.6 


it my ſupreme happineſs ro be thine, and 
* thine only; to live for no other but thee, 
and to depend on thee alone. This conduct 
[ judge to be as fit in itſelf, as it is ſafe for 
me. Thy ſervice, in its hardeſt duties, is 


* more dear to me than any liberty I can 


& 
( 


o 


= 


enjoy out of it; nor am I ever at any time. 
ſo perfectly free as when I am moſt ſtrict- 
ly bound to thy commands, and ſubmiſ- 


five to thy government. This is the cove- 


* nant I have entered into with the Lord 
my GoD; and to this, upon the moſt 


c 


deliberate and mature examination, I ſee 


nothing preferable or equal, in the whole 


£c 


w 


0 


compaſs of being. I place it therefore 
* above every thing elſe; and for it, am will- 


ing to renounce riches, honours, pleaſures, 


and whatever this world can preſent as 
molt alluring to the heart of man. In 


* obedience to thee, Almighty Father! I do 


£ 


chearfully reſign the hope, or give up the 
© poſſeſſion of theſe things, and count them 
but 2 that I may win CHRIST.” 


SUCH are che 3 we Ade from 


the ſerious contemplation of that new right 
. Gop the FATHER, and our LORD 
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Jes8vs CHRIST, have acquired to our obe- 


dience and ſervices. by the redemption of the 


_ croſs; and theſe ſentiments cannot but have 


a great effect to inſpire every one who feels 
them (as all Chriſtians ought to do) with 
zeal, and activity, and conſtancy in the per- 
formance of his duties. Let us proceed to a 


III. TrrrD motive, which was mentioned 
on this Head, to carry us on to perfection, 


the principle of honour, For, without doubt, 


it tends mightily to animate us in every 


_ worthy purſuit, that we value ourſelves juſt- 
lx, and have a proper ſenſe of our own dig- 
nity. There is, indeed, a falſe pride abound- _ 
ing in the world, that makes us aſcribe to 


ourſelves excellencies which we have not, or 
over-rate thoſe we have, or claim to be va- 
lued, for things not truly valuable; while 
our higheſt aim 1s only to attain honour and 


diiſtinction among men, This pride diſ- 
dains not to dwell in a low and ignoble _ 


mind; it even finds there its proper abode: 
and being the fruitful ſource of. impiety to 
God, and injuſtice to men, it cannot be too 
carefully guarded againſt, But there is like- 
wiſe a laudable and. honeſt pride, if we may 
call it by that name, for it is the inſeparable 
companion of modeſty and humility ; a pride 
which ee as a reſtraint from all vicious 

actions, 
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actions, and a powerful incentive. to works 
of real goodneſs, Influenced by this prin- 


ciple, a man will nor ſtoop to commit fin, 
becauſe he ſees in it the diſgrace of his na- 


ture and character; but will ardently aſpire 


after virtue, as what alone becomes him, and 
is worthy of him. In reality, if ſo many 
perſons in the world give themſelves up to 
vicious indulgences, it is partly becauſe they 
do not know their own worth, and therefore 


do not juſtly reſpect themſelves, or the Di- 


vine image within them. And what elſe 

can be expected from thoſe who hold them- 
ſelves to. be in common with rhe beaſts of 
the field, a compoſition of animated clay, or 
atoms put together, and diſſolved again by 
chance; not under the protection or care of 
a moral governour, left to be the ſport of wild 
and furious paſſions for a while, and then to 
loſe their exiſtence for ever ?—Do ſuch views 
of human nature infpire noble ſentiments, 
or lead to great and good deſigns? No; they 
rather preſs down our ſpirits to earth and 
ſenſe, and their tendency is to a grovelling 
| life, and an unbounded ſelfiſhneſs. Yet this 
is the reſult of infidel principles, and of what 

is often recommended to the preſent. age, 
under the name of philoſophy. Here they iſſue 
at laſt, however plauſibly they may be co- 
| Joured ; and if thoſe who embrace them do 
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any thing truly praiſe-worthy, they are more 
indebted to the goodneſs of their nature, 
than of their learning. 


IT is true, the Light of Nature alone gives 
other and better thoughts of man; and un- 
der its direction, ancient wiſdom delivered 


this among the moſt important precepts of 


a worthy condut—Reverence thyſelf. But 
it is from the Word of Gop that we beſt 


learn how to eſtimate our own worth, and 


particularly from the Redemption of  Jesus 
CHRIST. Wherefore, but to teach us this leſ- 


ſon, was the creation of man recorded with fo 


many marks of his pre-eminence” above all 


the other works of Gop here below? And 


for what other end were the people of Iſrael ſo 
often exhorted, not to defile themſelves with 
the groſs abominations of the Heathens, 


fince they had the honour to be more near 


and dear to Gop than any other nation ? 


Bur, to know rightly what we are, and of 
how great value in the ſight of Gop, let us 


return to the Croſs of CHRIST, and there con- 
template the SON of Gop given, and giving 
himſelf for us; and let us reflect that we 


are not redeemed with corruptible things as 


. ver and gold, but with the precious blood , 


Chr; , as of a lamb without blemiſh and without 


ts Silver and gold are among the moſt 


valuable 


” Gen. ii. 3- u x Pet. i. 18. 
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valuable of earthly things, and may often 
ſuffice to redeem the body from temporal 


captivity ; but are by no means equal to the 


worth of the ſoul, of which the redemption 
is too precious to be procured by ſuch 
means“. This purchaſe could be made only 


by the blood of CHRIST, which, as it ex- 


preſſes his perfect innocence and purity, is 
moſt dear to Gop; and as it was ſoon 


changed into a higher ſtare, in the Glori- 


fied Body of our SAVIOUR, is juſtly oppoſed 
to all corruptible things. Hence we may 


learn the true eſtimation of ourſelves, as well 
as the love of Gop towards us. Precious, 


ſays the Pſalmiſt, in the fight of the Lord, 


is the death of his faints*, If that be true of 


common ſaints, how much more of Him 


who knew no ſin? And yet his blood was ſhed 


for us. Did we conſider this, we ſhould doubt- 


leſs be more attentive to the 1ntereſt of our 


ſouls than we often are, and not hazard it for 


a trifle, far leſs caſt away wantonly what is 
ſo highly prized by our Heavenly Father. 


INDEED we ought to conceive high 
thoughts of human nature, from the very 


appearance of IxsuS CHRIST in it: That the 
Word was made fleſh, and dwelt among ut 


that ALMIGHTY Gop deigned to Feng 


mn with men" in a Perſon of their own 
| HhMM4 order, 


a Pal. ali 8. p Pfal. Cxyi. 15. Jos i. 14: Chap. xiv. 10. 
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order, and to manifeſt his power, wiſdom, 
goodneſs, and holineſs, in a man like them 


ſelves. This was doing great honour to the 


whole human race: and the honour was 


much increaſed by what this Divine Perſon 
ſuffered on our account. But we cannot 
fully comprehend the worth of our nature, 
without looking yet further to the honour 
_ conferred on it, in the exaltation of our 


SAvIiouR, How glorious is it to us, that one 


of our own kind, the Man CHRIST IJxEsus, 
with whom we are 1o- intimately connected 
as to be, in the language of the Apoſtle, 
members of his body, of his fleſh, and of his 
Bones, is advanced to univerſal empire over 
angels as well as men, and has all power 
given him in heaven and earth! Who can 
diſparage a nature thus dignified by Him 
who is the Fountain of all honour and 
power? Who can think meanly of it? eſpe- 
cially as this is an honour' in which we are 
deſtined to ſhare with our Lorp, if we en- 
deavour to be his faithful diſciples. For, 
I him that overcometh, ſays he, will 1 grant 
to fit with me on my throne,/ even as { over- 


came, and am ſet down with my Father in his. 
© © throne}, Here is an object worthy of a great 


mind. This is the true ambition of man, 
The very thought of ſuch glory tends to 
En 5 | 1 85 raiſe 


— * 


raiſe and refine the human ſoul, and to in- 
fuſe into her a grandeur and elevation of 
ſentiment the could never otherwiſe have 


conceived, 


FURTHER, to cheriſh this generous prin- 


ciple of human nature, we ought not to for- 
get what was touched at before“, that the 


Lord Jesus CHRIST hath already, through 


the humiliation of his death, ennobled all his 
ſincere followers, and raiſed them to ſpiritual 


honours and dignities, which are of great 


efficacy to ſet them above the debaſing cor- 
ruptions of this world, and to make them 
pant after the ſublimeſt attainments in moral 


excellence. Let us only think what kind of 


converſation becometh Saints"? How: thoſe 
ſhould demean themſelves, whom Gop hath 
choſen to be his people”? What righteouſ- 
neſs, peace, and joy, ſhould reign in his 


Family? what purity in his temples'? what 
love and reverence in his children? and 
what a noble ſpirit may be expected to 
dwell in thoſe who are made [ings and 


Prigſis unto him* ?—For, to theſe, and many 
other like honours, believers are promoted 
through the blood of CHRIST, and furniſhed 


with 


„Eph. v. 3. * Rom. ix. 25. * Eph. ii. 19. 7 1 Cor. vi. 19. 
Bal. iv. 6. 1 Pet. ii. 9. Rev. i. J. | 


= See page 473475 · ; 


Death of Feſus Chr. 4389 


; 
1 
* 
" 
' 
1 
ö 
15 
1 
* 
% | 
$*] 
| 
| 
15 


r 


— 


FFF 


n 
- 


P er, Eg PR 


* 
p ” 
p 5 a . ” 
2 2 4 - — ie: — . y ” , * % * 
Ve N. Ft... — 5 EE ˙ ni te. OLE RS 2 3 n 1 
2 1 r 
2 1 
1 he 0 r >, — 4 


A wei omni tat i ie eee OE Pho <4 tx * 
on 3Þ I OY T N 2 —— 2 8 i 
* 


* 
x © 
RDR ; * 
ccc * 
= ä , re 
— Am 
— As os wt + 7 * A 


. 4 n r STE r Fo — : 
[2 2 . 2 r 9 


a0 4 Practical Eſay on the 


with ample means to ſupport the credit and 
dignity which belongs to on. 


By virtue of dur union ek the Lorp 
Jzsvs, we are inveſted with many pre-emi- 
nences above the reſt of mankind ; which 


ſhould not puff us up with pride and t 


in comparing ourſelves with them, but 
ſhould inſpire us with a more fervent gra- 


titude to Gop than they can be ſuppoſed 


to have, remove us farther. from baſe and 
vicious practices, and lead us to a more 
excellent way of life. The more the Divine 


Grace advanceth us, the more humbly ſhould 


we walk before Gop, and be the more care- 
ful to pleaſe him. We are, with our Sa- 
VIOUR, if I may ſo ſpeak, exalted to uni- 


verſal empire, and have all our enemies put 


under our feet: for, all things are ours, whe- , 
ther the world, or hfe, or death, or things pre- 


ent, or things to come; all are put in our 


power, if we will, and rendered miniſterial 
to our ſalvation. Chriſt is made of God unto 
us wiſdom, and righteouſneſs, and ſanctiſication, 
and redemption*; and we are heirs of GOD 


together with him“. Mean and poor as we 
may be in our outward circumſtances, there 
is nothing truly great, or good, or happy, 


which we might not either actually poſſeſs, 
| Ee or 
5 1 Cor. iti. 22. © Verſe 30. A Rom. viii, 7. 


. 
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or juſtly aſpire to, provided only that we 
knew the gift of Gop, and that, imbibing 
a ſpirit ſuitable to the dignity to which he 
hath raiſed us, we did not degrade and de- 
' baſe ourſelves by fin. 


ON theſe accounts it may be ſafely n 
ed, that no doctrine was ever taught in the 
world ſo ennobling to human nature as the 
Goſpel, or ſo perfective of the reaſon of man. 
Moſt unjuſtly do the followers of a vain 
philoſophy repreſent believers in CHRIST as 


perſons of little and narrow minds. That 


reproach is more truly due to themſelves. 
The philoſophy of JESUS CHRIST is calcu- 
lated to form, and hath formed in innu- 


merable inſtances, men not only honeſt and 


faithful, but great and excellent, in every 
department of life. It doth naturally expand 


and elevate the human ſoul, take her off 
from all low and ignoble omeſucits; inſpire 


her with high and generous thoughts, and 


point her views and efforts continually to- 


ward that excellence, which would raiſe us 


above ourſelves, and ſtamp us with the 


image of Gop e ly, 


IV. TresE holy „ are d 
Ai by the example of CuRIsT, 
whether we confider it as an example of 


_ obedience, 
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obedience, or of reward. As an example of 
reward, it will more properly occur to be 
ſpoken of in the next Section. Here let us 
only contemplate the pattern of virtue which 
CHRIST hath ſet before us, particularly in 
his death, where it ! in the utmoſt 
perfection. 
| EXAMPLE, it is commonly ſaid, and very 
juſtly, is better than precept “: It ſpeaks 
Jauk. Precep P 
more to dhe heart, and allures with greater 
4 | e force. 
Here the 1 ae Philoſophers were for the moſt part 
extremely defective. Thus their character is drawn by one 
who will not be ſuſpected of having charged the picture 
beyond the truth :—* In their writings and converſation,” 
ſays Mr Gibbon, © they afſerted the dignity of reaſon ; but 


© they refigned their actions to the commands of law, and 
6 of cuſtom. ..... They concealed the ſentiments of an 


© Atheiſt, under the ſacerdotal robes. . And they ap- 


© proached with the fame inward nde, and the ſame 
© external reverence, the altars of the Lybian, the Olym- 
© pian, and the Capitoline Jupiter.” Which is as much as 
to ſay, that theſe Philoſophers were a ſet of deſpicable 
bypocrites, who contradicted in their actions the plaineſt 
principles of reaſon, while they profeſſed in their words and 
writings to affert its dignity; and that they had more 
knowledge than the vulgar, only to be more worthleſs and 
criminal. It is to be hoped our Modern Philoſopher s, who 
deny revelation, ſuch of them at leaſt as live in the Britiſh 
dominions, are of a very different character, they not being 
under the ſame neceflity to ſave appearances that the ancient 
Sages were. They have no occaſion to profeſs any regard 
for Chriſtianity, unleſs when they think the maſk of Fre 
_y” will enable them to give it a ere N 
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force. In a Teacher of Religion eſpecially, 
example ought always to accompany precept; 
and his doctrine, however excellent in itſelf, 


will be ſure to loſe the beſt half of its power, 


if it be contradicted, and belied, or not duly 
ſeconded, by his life. To the doctrine of 
ChRIST, we have already ſeen that nothing 


was wanting which could render it a perfect 


rule for obtaining ſalvation. He delivered 
the words of eternal life ; but his words de- 
rive a force and energy from his example, 
which nothing elſe could have given them. 
They are not the plauſible ſpeculations of a 
Philoſopher, who ſpake honourably of virtue 
indeed, but lived at his eaſe, and died in 
peace, without ever being brought to any 
ſevere trial, or experiencing at all the diffi- 
culty in practice, of what ſerved to amuſe 
himſelf and his diſciples in theory, Had that 
been the condition of our Bleſſed Saviour on 
earth, his inſtructions, with all their purity, 
would have remained ſpeculations ſtill ; fine 


ſayings at beſt, but uſeleſs rules; and being a 


deemed impracticable, they would have gain- 
ed no regard in the conduct of life. But, 
delivered as they were by him, under the 


inconveniences of poverty, in the face of 
bitter and unrelenting perſecution, and, if 
I may ſo ſay, within fight of the croſs, where 


they were at length actually ſealed with his 
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blood, chey have their proper weight and 
authority, and come home to our hearts in 
the demonſtration of the 8 and of power. 


iir beſides the e and Hoes: 
ment which it gives to his doctrine, the ex- 
ample of CHRIST, eſpecially. under his laſt 
ſufferings, is in itſelf highly inſtructing and 
edifying to all the lovers of virtue. For, it 
demonſtrates the exiſtence of pure unſullied 
virtue, free from any baſe mixture, which 
ſome: have pretended. was never found” on 
earth. If a man can be truly poſſeſſed of 
virtue, who enjoys an uninterrupted courſe 
of worldly proſperity, it is certain his virtue 
is not ſo conſpicuous and unequivocal as it 
may be rendered by the traverſes of fortune. 
While he meets with nothing to ruffle his 
temper, or diſturb his peace; while the world 
heaps its favours on him; and all his defigns 
ſucceed according to his wiſh; let him be 
adorned with all the perfections humanity 
is capable of, in ſuch circumſtances, there 
is room {till left for the traducers of virtue 
to alledge, that he adheres to it only becauſe 
he finds a preſent advantage in it, and has 
no temptation to the contrary; as it was 
ſaid in a well-known caſe, Doth Fob fear 
GOD jw 128 45 "FE" Oy in ſuch a a 
IE ftituation, 

Ds * Job. . 5 a 
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ſituation, it cannot be certainly known, un- 


leſs to Gop and the man's own heart, what 


ſhare the motives of this world have in di- 
recting his conduct. But when he behaves 
well amidſt alarming dangers and afflictions“, 
and ſtands fait to the poſt of duty, though 
it prove the means of loading him with ex- 
treme diſgrace and pain, yea though it leave 


him no other comfort in life; ſave the teſti- 


mony of a good conſcience, and the appro- 
bation of God ; then doth his virtue ſhine 
forth with vadiſpured luſtre, and the purity 
and genuineneſs of it are ſet above the reach 


. . 
4 


of ſuſpicion. Had not the SAviouR of the 


world been perſecuted unto death, the ex- 
| nen of 1 virtue would have wanted ſome- 
thing 


It hath belt remarked, and it well deſerves our atten- 

tion, how exactly the idea which a Heathen Philoſopher 
formed of a truly virtuous man, was realiſed in the life of 
our SavioUuR. Without knowing any- thing of him, 
Plato deſcribes his character and circumſtances after this 
manner: He is a fimple and ingenuous man, deſiring, 
© not the appearance, but the reality of goodneſs. We 
© muſt take from him the appearance of goodneſs : For, if 
© he ſhall appear to be juſt, he ſhall have honours and 
© rewards; and thus it may be uncertain whether he be 


© ſuch'for the ſake of juſtice, or on account of the honours 


© and rewards: that are given him. Let him be ſtript of 
every thing but juſtice. Whilſt he doth no injuſtice, let 
© him have the reputation of doing the greateſt. Let him 
| © be tortured for juſtice, not yielding to reproach, and 
: 1 0 things as ariſe from tha, but immoveable till death.“ 

: | Plato Rep. lib. ii. 
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thing of the glory which now adorns it, and 
for which it will ever challenge the admir- 
ation of all the Saints in heaven and earth. 


It was the Croſs alone that could ſet the 


goodneſs of his character in a proper light, 
as ſuperior to all temptations, as altogether 
worthy#of the only begotten of the FATHER, 
worthy of the Divine Inſtructor and Redeemer 


of mankind, and worthy of the greatneſs 


and holineſs of the True Gop, whoſe Name 
he came to manifeſt unto us. His example, 
in theſe circumſtances of trial, ſhews us bet- 
ter than a thouſand arguments, what is due 


to the authority of the Moſt High; for it 
demonſtrates the juſtice and holineſs of his 


ſevereſt commandments, that obedience is 


due to him from all his rational creation, 


and in all caſes without exception, and con- 


ſequently that diſobedience may be juſtly 


puniſhed. It repreſents to us the Moral 


Governour of the We in 8 real a 
| neſs and glory. 


Tuis example i 1s of gs extent, and com- 
prehends many particulars. Not to ſpeak of 


our SAvIouR's former life, there is hardly 
a virtue tending to the perfection of a moral 


character, of which he did not exhibit a 
diſtinct and ſhining pattern during his laſt 


ſufferings. * all the virtues were col- 


_ Jected, 
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jected, as in a narrow ſpace, and at the ſame 
time every one ſhewn to the beſt advantage. 
—Toward Go, a humility, ſubmiſſion, and 
ſelf-denial, which knew no reſerves or limit- 
ations ; a faith in his wiſdom, power, and 
coodabtly which the darkeſt ſcenes of adver- 
ſity could not ſtagger; a truſt unſhaken, a love 
unbounded, and an undoubring confidence, 
that the end of patient virtue, under the Di- 
vine protection, would not fail to be happy; 
and all theſe expreſſed by ſuitable devotions, 
Toward Men, a benevolence truly generous 
and difintereſted ; a meekneſs and genyleneſs, 
which could not be ruffled by the exaſpera- 
tions of reproach and inſult, or the ſharpneſs 
of bodily pain; pity to his cruel tormentors, 
and prayers for their ſalvation, inſtead of 
regarding them with ſentiments of hatred 
and revenge; a patriqtic tenderneſs for his 
country notwithſtanding its ingratitude to 
him, and a deep concern for the miſeries 
with which he ſaw it was ſoon to be viſited 
on account of its ſins; private friendſhip, 
and filial affection, in the moſt ſtriking 
proofs of them ; a divine compaſſion to 
penitent ſinners ; 3 conjugal duty, in its 
ſublimeſt exertions'; in general, a determined 
preference of truth and virtue, according to 
God's will, above every thing elſe held dear 
V and 


! 
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and valuable. among men; and finally, the 
dignity of conſcious innocence, and of real 
greatneſs, with a becoming firmneſs, recol- 
lection, and compoſure of mind, diſplayed 
throughout the whole ſeries of his unparal- 
leled ſufferings.--Theſe were, as more largely 
ſhewn in the former part 15 this Diſcourſe, 
the virtues exemplified by our Great Lorp 
and Mas rER, in the cloſing ſcene of his life; 
and by theſe, he put the laſt hand to that 
complete model of holineſs which his ex- 
ſs affords to all the children of Gon. 
Ain theſe virtues (and dinies are compre- 
heed, in one word, Obedience, Obedience 
to the will of Gop; which was the grand 
ſpring of all that our Saviour did or ſuf- 
fered on earth; what gave merit to his life, 
and procured his advancement after death; 
and what muſt be the chief motive of our 
conduct alſo, if ever we expect to be happy 
in the enjoyment of Gop. Obedience ſup- 
poſes a ſubject, and a rightful Governour; 
and implies ſuch a regard in the former, to 
the will and authority: of the latter, as de- 
termines him reſolutely. to follow the ſame, 
how contrary ſoever it may be to the inferior 
inclinations of his nature, or ungrateful to 
the feelings of ſenſe. This obedience the 
Sox of Gop yielded to his FATHER, in the 
7 ” „„ RS - moſt 
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moſt perfect manner: By it, he obtained 
power to fave, in the higheſt ſenſe of the 
word; and by imitating it, we become per- 
takers of his ſalvation. Obedience is better 
in the fight of Gop, than all burnt-offerings 
and ſacrifices, The fat of rams is not to 
be compared with obedience, Obedience is 
more acceptable to Gop, than if you ſhould 
offer him the cattle upon a thouſand hills; 
Nay, more precious than the blood of Cnnisr 
himſelf, ſince it was not his blood, ſimply 
conſidered, that redeemed us, but his blood 
as expreſſive of unſpotted innocence, or per- 
fect obedience, the Blood of a Lamb without 
e and without Jpot*, o 

4 
HeNos it is, chat, by the PIES of One, 
many ſpall be made righteous", But if we 
imagine that we {hall be made righteous by 
the obedience of CHRIST, without imitation, 
and without a faithful endeavour to be con- 
formed to it in our practice, we do miſerably 


deceive ourſelves. As ſurely as we are pre- 


deſtinated to be conformed to the image of 
the Sox of Gop', in the glories of the Hea- 
venly ſtate, ſo ae are we predeſtinated to 
be conformed to the image of his obedience 
and righteouſneſs, in this ſtate of trial; and 
between theſe, There: 1s eſtabliſhed, in the 

e ': =: eternal 


#5; Fee. 5, ie Rom. v. 19, Chap. viii. 29. 
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eternal decrees of Heaven, an indiſſoluble 
connection. Obey we muſt, if we hope to 


be ſaved by CHRIST; and obey like him, as 


far as we are able, without limitation or re- 


ſerve: For, God ALMIGHTY deſerves to be 
_ obeyed by his children, at the expence of all 


their orher intereſts; and he would not be 
Gop, if leſs might ſuffice for him, Can 
we deſire a more full and affecting proof of 
this, than the obedience of JzsUs CHRIST: 
If your Lord and MAsTER heſitated not to 


embrace the Croſs, with all its horrors of 


pain and ignominy, in order to obey Gop, 


and fulfil his will ; how far, Chriſtian, ought 
your obedience to go? What have you that 


you are entitled to keep back from your 


| Gop, after the ſacrifice of duty which Jesvus 


CHRIST hath offered to him? You will own 


that you owe him the ſacrifice of your life, 


ſhould he require it; and if fo, you ſurely 
owe him, by a ſtronger right, the ſacrifice 
of all your irregular deſires and. paſſions, of 


your humours, inclinations, intereſts, powers, 


faculties, talents, and means, which you 
ſhould voluntarily lay at his feet, and yield 


up to his ſervice, to be wholly directed and 


employed according to his good pleaſure: 
For you can never reaſonably think that any 


-. reſerves or exceptions. are to be made by you 
in keeping 5 e of Gop, or 


that 
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that any other object may lawfully rival him 
in your affections, while you contemplate the 
Captain of your Salvation expiring on a croſs, 
to honour his authority and laws, and to fi- 
niſh the work which he had given him to do. 


AFTER what has been ſaid, it cannot be 
needful to inſiſt at great iengrb, in proving 
the obligation we are under, to imitate this 
great example, which is both a rule and a. 
motive for attaining Chriſtian perfection. To 
draw us to the imitation of CHRIST, the 
amiableneſs of his character, the ſervices he 
hath done us, and the relation we ſtand in 
to him, might ſeem ſufficient, But to theſe 
is added the authority of his commands, of- 
ten and peremptorily enjoining this duty to 
all his diſciples: F any man, ſays he, will. 
come after me, let him deny himſelf, and take up 
his croſs and follow me; that is, let him imi- 
tate me, whatever afflictions he may meet with 
in the way, and though it bring him at length 
to the ſame kind of death which is appointed 
for me. I have given you an example, ſays he 
again, that ye ſhould do as I have done unto 
vou; an example of humility and love, never 
to be forgotten in your behaviour toward one 
another. In like manner, his Apoſtle, Be ye 
e 77 me, even as alſo am of Chriſtu. 

L 1-7 He 
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He is the true- unerring pattern rus all; 
As. ye have received Chriſt Jeſus the Lord, 7 
walk ye in him. You may be placed in very 
different circumſtances, and may have ac- 


tions to perform very different in kind from 


thoſe to which he was called; but whatever 


be your circumſtances, let i ein e in you 
=ovhich was alſo in Chriſt Jeſus; the ſame 


temper of humble piety and fervent charity. 
Ae that are ſtrong (or think ourſelves ſo) 
ought to bear "with 'the infirmities of the weak, 


und not to pleaſe ourſelves; for even Chrift pleaf. 
ed not himſelf®. Here was: ſelf-denial for the 


good of others. — Again, Fars/auch as' Obrift 


bath Jufered for us in the fleſh, arm ourſelves 
| likewiſe with the fame mind. Fortify your 


minds againſt all manner of fin as he did, 
and reſolve to endure any ſufferings eatlier 
than yield to it. By the imitation of him, 
you will maintain an univerſal purity of 
manners. To conclude, 7, von ye do well, 


and ſuffer for it, ye take it patiently, this is ac- 
 ceptable with God ; for even hereunto were ye 
called, becauſe Chriſt alſo ſuffered for us, leaving 


us an example, that Je Joould fallow Hig Steps” 6 


1 5 many other N ſhew 


: how e we are n, as Chriſtians, to 


imitate 


e 8. © e „„ 
7 1 Pet. ir. 1. Chap. ii. 20, 21. 
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:mitate: our Maſter, even in the patience and 
obedience of the croſs, when circumſtances 
do ſo require it, much more in the ordinary 
duties of ſincere. piety and virtue. His ex- 
ample is a ſublime and perfect model, which 
none can copy exactly; nor can the beſt of 
his diſciples follow him, but at an immenſe | 
diſtance. Bur we ſhould be daily growing 
up to the ſtature of perfect men in him; and 
the neareſt and beſt reſemblance we can at- 
tain of him, is by edifying ourſelves in love 
or charity. In running the Chriſtian race, we 
muſt lo to JESUS the Author and Finiſher © 
of our faith*, and keep his pattern conſtautly 
in our eye. Our confciences muſt bear us 
wititeſs, that we are holding on in our Ma- 
ſter's way, faithfully. tracing his footſteps, 
and following him as faſt as we __ other- 
ene none of his. 


Ayo thus far concerning the moral in- 
fluence of CnRisT's death, whether for re- 
claiming us from an evil courſe, or for carry- 
ing us forward in the paths of righteouſneſs. 

The whole of what has been ſaid on theſe 
| heads in the two laſt Sections, nay the ſub- 
ſtance of the former Chapter alſo, is briefly 
comprehended in theſe memorable words of 
the e Peter, when, ſpeaking of CHRIST, c 
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he ſays, Who his own ſelf bare our fins in his 
own body on the tree, that we being dead to fin 
might live unto righteouſneſs, by whoſe flripes we 


are healed*, The words are wonderfully em- 


phatical and comprehenſive. CHRIST did 
not, like the High-Prieſt under the Law, put 


our fins upon the head of a devoted animal, 


ſuch as the Scape-goat”, which carried * away 
the iniquities of the people of Iſrael into 
a land not inhabited, to fignify that they 


- ſhould never more return to the people's con- 


demnation. . Cur1sT, on the contrary, did 
'willingly become, in his own perſon, our 
Scape-goat.. He took our fins upon himſelf, 
Like a generous friend who relieves one whom 


he ſees ready to fink under an oppreſſive 


load, by receiving it for a little upon his own 
ſhoulders, becauſe he knows where to caſt it 
down, and put it away, that it may oppreſs 


no more: So CHRIST bare our fins in his 


own body, up to the croſs, the tree of igno- 


miny and torture; there to be crucified with 


him, deſtroyed, i” blotted out for-ever. For, 


i BY dying the death of the croſs, in confirma- 


Eo | ation 
v1 Pet. ii. 24. by Lot: xvi. 20,22. | 


* There are two different ſenſes of bearing FIR in 7 RE 2 


ture. One is, when the guilty perſon ſuffers: the puniſh- 
ment due to his fin, Lev. v. i. and many other places. The 


other is, when the fin of the guilty perſon is carried away; 
as the Scape-goat bore the iniquities of the people, and as 
CHRIST bore our fins. See Ia. liti. 4. compared with 


Math. viii, 17. See alſo Heb. ix. 28. 
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ation of the new covenant, he hath ſecured to 
us the remiſſion of all paſt fins repented of 
and forſaken, and hath furniſhed us alſo 
with the moſt powerful argument to abſtain 
from fin for the future. So that if the mat- 
ter do not ſtick at us, our fins are effectually 
carried off by his crucified body”; and we 
are delivered for ever, both from the puniſh- 
ment and the practice of them. But in or- 
der to that, we muſt take care not to oppoſe 
the deſign of his death *, which was expreſsly 
appointed and W to for this end, 
that we being dead to fin, ſhould live unto right- 
_ eouſneſs ; the former expreſſing true repent- 
ance, and the latter proficiency in virtue. 
And whenever this end is gained in us, it 
may be truly ſaid that we are healed by his 
ſiripes; becauſe, what he ſuffered in our be- 
half, has had its proper effect, which was to 
cure our ſpiritual maladies, and reſtore our _ 
| ſouls to perfect health and ſoundneſs*—And 
thus we are come to the laſt particular of 
our ſubject, to wit, Oey 
| Fen „ 0 
„ Matth. viii. 17. ** If Li, e 1 


Some ſay, The death of nals r benefits us by paying 
our debts; others, by procuring the remiſſion of them. 
Why ſhould they hate or think ill of one another, for a 
difference of that kind; eſpecially when they are agreed 
upon the general point, and that the benefit of our Savi- 
oun's death will extend to us only upon the condition 
that we are taught, and e . 5 to of to io, and 
jeg unto ROI? 


— — IS r 


— 


506 A Practicul Efay on-the 
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cut 8 "Death a Ground Y Compilation to. 
Good Cbri Hans. 
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Lahr: is ſo rein * the begs, ſays the 
Plalmiſt, and gladneſs for the upright in heart“. 
When the ſoul is duly purged from fin, and 
ſeaſoned with piety and virtue, it begins at 
length to be capable of true phate. No- 
thing therefore remains of what was pro- 
poſed 1 in this Eſſay, but to ſhew what there 1s 

in the Death of CHRIST, to inſpire. his ſin- 
cere followers with inward peace and joy, 
and to adminiſter comfort to them under all | 


| the afflictions of this life, 
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GAE AT and manifold are the conſolations t 
which we have in CurrsT?. The whole of 
his Goſpel is properly nothing elſe but go 
tidings of great jay to all people. Of the Diſ- 

ciples of Mofes it was juſtly ſaid, Bleſſed are 
they that know the joyful Jeund*. But this is 
ſtill more emphatically true of the- Diſciples 
of CunrisT: Bleſſed are your eyes, for they ſee; 
and your cars, for they hear, : for. verily I ſay 
unto you, that many prophets and righteous. men 
| Buys ao red to fee theſe e e ye ſee, 
n | and . 
5 Pia. I 3 5 + » Philip. tte 1. 83 '$-Luke . 10. | 
* Pfal. Ixxxix. eh : 3 OE aps el Wok 


and have not ſeen them; and to hear thoſe 
| things which ye bear, and have not beard 
them.. Every thing in the Goſpel is calcu- 


lated to afford ſolid comfort ro the heart of 5 


man; its inſtructions, which exhibit the 
moſt lovely views of the character and pro- 
vidence of Gop, particularly of his diſpenſa- 
tions toward mankind; its laws, which are 


holy, juſt and good, and not grievous or 


burthenſome, pointing out the unerring road 
to true happineſs; its promiſes, ſo liberal 
and magnificent; its counſels and warnings, 


moſt gracious and faithful; the honours it 


confers on us, the hopes ät ſets before us, 


the preſent ſuccours it provides, and the 


ample and ſatis factory evidence with which 


the whole is ſupported. Have we not cauſe 
to be filled with all joy and peace in belieuing 
this doctrine?? And was it without reaſon 


that the pious chamberlain of Ethiopia, 
when converted to the faith of i it, went. on hir 
away rejoicing®? The Apoſtle Peter doubtleſs 
expreſſes both the duty and the privilege of 


good Chriſtians, when, by way of praiſe, and 


exhortation to continue in well-doing, he ſays 
to them, Ye love Feſus Chriſt, without having 
ſecen bim; and though note ye fee him nat, yet, 


believing in him, ye rejoico with joy unſpealable | 


and Full Y Flury. mas FORO can it be 
| otherwiſe, 
£ Matth. xiii. 16, 17. (EP Roan 3 xv. 13. 5 Acts vii. 39. 
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otherwiſe, when the peace of God that baff. 
eth all underſtanding, keeps their minds and 
hearts through "Jeſus Chrift*? when this Di- 
vine SAVIOUR hath left his peace with 
them', and hath uſed every. fit precaution 
that lis. joy may remain in them, and that 
their joy may be full*? Ye believe in God, 
ſays he to them, believe alſo in me: Let not 
your heart be troubled ; neither let it be afraid. 


3 In thort, by the Goſpel, Gop hath given us 


ſtrong, ſubſtantial, everlaſting conſolation”. 
Joy in the Holy Ghoſt“, or a holy ſpiritual 


| Joy, is one of | thoſe things without which 
his kingdom cannot ſubſiſt in us; and the 


faithful ſubjects of it are not only entitled, 
but commanded, to reſoice euver more“. No- 
thing is more eſſential to the Chriſtian tem- 
per, than joy; not indeed the looſe, frothy, 
diſſipated joy of the world, which is often 
attended or followed with an aching heart; 
but the ſerene and ſubſtantial joy Which 


ariſes from the practice of virtue, from well- 


regulated paſſions, from the teſtimony of a 
good conſcience, from a ſenſe of God's love, | 


and the ſure hope of eternal life. If this joy 


were eſtabliſhed in our hearts, it would keep 
them pure, and the allurements of criminal | 
Rs ours . us in vain. 

f | Now: | 


b Philip: i . Tohat 8 mh: k Is xv. 11. 


1 Chap. xiv. 1. - m 2 Theſſ. ii. 16, Rom. xiv. 17, 
„„ 8 N 
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Now, it is certain that all the conſolations 
of the Goſpel flow, more remotely at leaſt, 


from the humiliations of CHRIST, fince with- 
out theſe, as we have ſeen, the joyful reviv- 


ing ſound of its doctrines would never have 


reached our ears. But, beſides this, there are 


divers conſolations very needful for us here 


| below, which ariſe immediately, as it were, 


out of the Croſs itfelf, and which our ſubject 


requires to be briefly explained: For here- 
by we have the comfort to know, that afflic- 


tion doth only render us fo much the more 
conformable to our SAVIOUR 3 ; that no de- 
gree of it in this life is inconfiſtent with the 
| favour of Gop; that, after enduring it with 
patience, we ſhall be gloriouſly rewarded ; 

and laſtly, that, in the very depth of it, we 
may ſafely tely on the ſympathy and ſuccour 
of our LORD JESUS CHRIST, as well as the 
protection of ALMIOHTY GOD. | Theſe con- 
ſolations are provided for us in all our af- 


flictions, of whatever kind they be, but 


eſpecially ſuch as we ſuffer in the way of 
our duty, and on account of it: And they 
ſpring peculiarly from the Croſs of CHRIST, 


and could never have been afforded us by 


+. 


any other means. 


of OY 


1. IN an. we are made to know 


the fellowyhip of our Saviour. D Kerne , and 


Philip. iii. 10.3 | 
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have a. clearer proof of our conformity to 
him; which St Paul thought a great pri- 
vilege. | JesUs CHRIST is none of thoſe taſk- 
maſters, uo bind heavy burdens, and lay them 
upon mens ſhoulders,” but will not themſelves 
touch them with one their fingers. He hath 
not left us to explore the rugged path of ad- 
verfity for ourſelves, with the help only of 
good precepts and directions; he hath more- 
over ſmoothed it before us, by his own ex- 
ample. In order to be our companion in 
affliction, he choſe to ſhare the common lot 
of mortality, and even to lead the way to 
us through all the ſorrows which may in 
any likelihood befal us during the journey 
of life. Few of the miſeries incident to hu- 
man nature in this ſtate of trial, were unex- 
perienced by him; none at leaſt of the more 
ſevere and intollerable kind did he eſcape, 
except fuch as ariſe from perſonal depravity, 
and te one arp arg of guilt, 


NOW, his Wctsty of others in afiction 
nd ſtrongly to fortify the mind; eſpeci- 
ally the ſociety of the great and 800d How 
chearfully does the private ſoldier ſupport 
. the fatigues of the military ſervice, when he 
ſees his General bearing the heavieſt of them 
in common with him It is related of 


5 Thu- 
C Matth. xxiii. oo 
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Thudippus, one of thoſe friends of Phocion“ 
who were condemned to die with him, that 
when he ſaw the executioner pounding the 
_ hemlock, he began to lament what a hard 
fortune it was for him to ſuffer unjuſtly on 
Phocion's account. What, then, ſaid this 
venerable Sage to him, doſt thou not think 
it an honour to die with *Phocion ?” He 
ought in reality to have thought ſo : But 
how much more may we be animated, and 
think ourſelves honoured, when we fuffer 
with JEsus CHRIST? The meaneſt of his 
followers ſurely have no cauſe to complain, 
while their lot is not more deſtitute of out- 
ward comforts, than was that of their great 
Heavenly Maſter. The diſciple is not above his 
. Maſter, nor the ſervant above his Lord"; it is 
well if he be on a footing with him. The 
company of ſuch a Maſter cannot but give 
_ dignity to the moſt abject ſtate of poverty, 
while it is attended with innocence; and 
our ſharing affliction with him, adds new 
ſtrength to our e 


- 


Fon, © on b ehis other Hind: if we lived" al- 
ways in eaſe and affluence, loaded with the 
favours of this world, we might have” juſt 
Soon" for uneaſineſs _ apprehenſion ; 
= 5 becauſe, 

1 5 7 . 

2 . Plutarch in Phocion. 
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becauſe, IE well ſoever we were diſpoſed to 
imitate our SAVIOUR, one important mark 


of reſemblance to him would ſtill unavoid- . 


ably be wanting in us, to wit, poverty and 
affliction: And we ſhould have reaſon for 
continual fear leſt ſo great a difference in 
our outward Sn might occaſion a 
like difference, or rather oppoſition to JIxsus, 


in the ſtate and temper of our mind. It is 


by no means a ſtrange thing for riches and 


Proſperity to beget pride and irreligion, ava- 


rice, voluptuouſneſs and ſenſuality, with all 


their kindred vices: it is even their natural 
tendency to produce ſuch effects; they will 
produce them, unleſs the temptation be 
watchfully and firmly reſiſted: and what 


can be more oppoſite to the ſpirit of Chriſti- | 


anity, or more fatal to our Salvation But 


when we are called to partake of the afflic- 


tions of CyR18T, and to fill up that portion 


of them* which falls to our ſhare among 
all his ſincere followers, theſe fears are great- 
ly abated or removed; we become more ſure 


of our way; we are put in a condition to 


reſemble our SA vIoux more completely, 
and conſequently to render our hope and joy 


more ſolid. Theſe things have I ſpoken unto 
you, ſays he, that in me ye might have peace : 


In the world ye ſhall have tribulation ; but be of 


good chear, I have overcome the world. —Further, 


24 2 


' Col. i. 24. i John 1 33. 
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II. 24ly, Tux ſufferings of CunisT yield us 


this great and ſure comfort in our. afflic- 
tions, to know that they are no proof of 
God's harred or neglect reſpecting us; nay, 
no obſtacles to his higheſt favour. And 
this leſſon, neceſſary as it is to our religious 


peace, we are not a little backward to learn. 


The vanities of the world are continually 
deceiving our minds, and corrupting our 


hearts. How prone are we: to value tem- 


poral riches, honours, and proſperity, as 


the greateſt bleſſings ; to place all our hap- 


pineſs in them; and to ſeek them with our 
whole heart 900 ſoul, even to the neglect of 


virtue, and at the expence of innocence? 
And with what ardour do we fly over ſea 


and land, through fire and water, to ſhun 


poverty, and to eſcape affliction, as the worſt 
of evils? How apt alſo are theſe external 
things to influence and regulate the mea- 
ſures of our behaviour toward others? It is 


a mark of uncommon virtue to contemn a 
vile perſon” when ſurrounded with pomp 
and affluence; though vice is naturally con- 
temptible, and would never fail to be treat- 
ed as ſuch, if it had not ſome foreign orna- 
ment to recommend it. The favourites of 
fortune, nevertheleſs, though deficient in 
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merit, or deſtitute of it, are ſure to be fol- 
lowed and fawned on by a crowd of ob- 


ſequious flatterers; while the poor man, 


whatever his merit be is often overlooked, 


forgotten, and deſpiſed. We carry this dan- 
gerous abuſe ſtill farther ; for we often 
meaſure the favour and diſpleaſure of Gop 
toward us by our outward circumſtances, 
and judge of our ſpiritual condition by the 
ſhare we have in the goods of fortune. Are 
we proſperous in the world? then we con- 


clude that all is well. with reſpect to Gop 


and our fouls, Are we diſappointed, hum- 


bled, and afflicted? then Gop is angry 8 


with us, and hath forſaken us. Thus, in 
oppoſition to the Oracle of Wiſdom", we 
pretend to diſtinguiſh Gop's love and ed | 


by the viſible appearances of a proſperous 


or adverſe lot: And ſuch ſentiments are 


as hurtful, as they are erroneous; for they 


tend to keep us in ignorance of our own 
ſtate, and to make us form uncharitable 


judgements concerning that of others, to 


nouriſh pride and inſolence in the rich, and 
to leave the poor and unfortunate no con- 


ſolation. 8 6 bes ͤ ĩð 46 


Bur, bi. not he . of che Sox 


of Gop, if nothing elſe can do it, to free 


: . pur 
1 Eeeleſ. ix. 1. 8 
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dur minds from theſe illuſions? Are not his 

humiliations, and the glory that followed 
them, ſufficient to ſecure us againſt the in- 
fection of maxims ſo injurious to our virtue 
and our inward quiet? Certainly, in the 
Croſs of CHRIST, we behold the crucifixion 
of whatever is moſt ſplendid and dazzling 
in this world, ſeparate from truth and virtue; 
every thing ſet at nought when compared 


with them, and covered with conrempt and 


ignominy; them, on the contrary, honour- 
ed, magnified, and made glorious, though 
ſeparated from every thing elſe ; we behold 
the conſummation of moral excellence, joined 
to the greateſt temporal diſgrace and miſery, 
And this example forces us to acknowledge, 
for our comfort and encouragement in well- 
doing, that it is very poſſible to be beloved 
of Gop, and yet ſorely wounded with out- 
ward trouble; yea to be the ſingular object 
of the Divine favour and complacency, and 
at the ſame time deſpiſed and rejected of men, 
and efleemed by them to be neee JO of 
God, vow e 25 | | 


IN fact, the S ck of Trixie Wenn to 
have been purpoſely deſigned, among other 
_ uſes, ro rectify in us the miſconceptions 

here mentioned, He gave Himſelf for us, 
| 3 „ ſays 
* Iſa, liii. 37 4+ | RE 
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A Practical Eſſay on the 
ſays the great Apoſtle, that he might deliver 


us from this preſent evil world, (that is, from 


the errors, the corruptions, and vices of this 
preſeat world), according to the will of God the 


Father. And what can be more effectual 


to cure our worldly prejudices and affec- 


tions, than to ſee the Beloved Sow of Gop, 


in whom he was well pleaſed, made a Man 
of ſorrows, and acquainted with grief ; and 
after a painful miniſtry, employed to pro- 
mote the glory of his Father, and the good 
of men, the ſame perſon expiring on a croſs, 
amidſt the reproaches and inſults of his per- 
ſecutors? Hence we conclude on the ſureſt 
grounds, that affliction in this life is not 


abſolutely the worſt of evils; and particu- 


larly, that it carries in it no r: either of 
vengeance or of indifference on the part of 
Gop ; that, in certain circumſtances, and 


for a time, it may very fitly be made the 
portion of thoſe who are moſt dear to him; 


that he may often ſee meet to viſit his beſt 
ſervants with it, not as a teſtimony of his 
anger, but rather of his love; for the trial and 


. exerciſe, and improvement of their virtues; 


For the ſake of giving the world, in them, 


more eminent examples of goodneſs; and 
for preparing them to enjoy higher honours 
and rewards in the life to come. Theſe are 
, reaſons 

Gal. i. 4. | | 


1 
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reaſons ſufficient to juſtify the rectitude of 


the Divine government, even in the afflic- 
tions of CHRIST, who knew no fin; and 
much more may they do the ſame with re- 


ſpect to ours. For, conſidering affliction as 


the remedy of our imperfection, and the 
chaſtiſement of our ſins, ſtill we ought to 


bleſs Gop for it, and to make it a ground ; 


of comfort and good hope; becauſe he may 
have, and we know from his word that he 
actually has, other motives for ſending it, 
nothing akin to hatred or wrath. He may 


= thereby kindly intend to ſhelter us from the 


manifold and great dangers which temporal 
proſperity doth uſually bring with it; or to 
compel us to return, and keep ourſelves 
united to him, who is the true ſource and 
center of our joy, by denying us other com- 


forts, or embittering thoſe we have. His de- 


ſign may be to teach us to ſerve him purely 


from the love of piety and righteouſneſs, 


and the hope of Heaven, and not for the 
profits and pleaſures of this world; or, at 
the worſt, to correct our faults with a fa- 
therly hand in this life, that we may be 


ſaved by a timely repentance from the more 


dreadful miſeries of final condemnation. 


Tus we are happily enabled to under- 
ſtand and reliſh thoſe many 8 Ls Oracles, 
8 K k 3 


which, 
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which, though paradoxical to worldly ſpirits, 
tend to alleviate affliction, by aſſuring us 
of the benefit of it: Such as, It is go 


; for a man that he bear the yoke in his youth*, 
Tt is better to go to the houſe of mourning, than 


to go to the houſe of feafling, Sorrow is better 
than laughter, for by the ſadneſs of the counte- 
nance the heart is made better*, Bleſſed are 
they that mourn, for they ſhall be comforted”. 
Happy 1s the man whom thou chaſtengſt, O Lord, 
and teacheſt him out of thy la. For, whom 


the Lord loveth, he chaſteneth, and ſcourgeth 
every ſon whom he receiveth*, Bleſſed is the 
man that endureth temptation; for, when he is 


tried, he ſhall receive the crown of lift, which 
the Lord hath promiſed to them that love him. 


In ſuch ſoothing terms does the Holy Spirit 


every where ſpeak to us on this ſubject.— 
And while I am permitted to conſider my 
afflictions in this favourable light, as the ef- 
fects of my Father's love, as ſent to me from 


above with a friendly intention, and though 


painful to fleſh and blood, yet ſalutary to 
my ſoul, and productive of true happineſs; 
I do not faint under them: I neither mur- 
mur impiouſly againſt Heaven, nor weakly 
bewail my lot before men. Through thy 
ſtrength, O my Gop! I ſtand firm under the 
| Tp Ven preſſure 
oa 27. Eceeleſ. vii. 2,3. d Matth. v. 4. 
Pal. xciv. 12. 4 Heb, xii, 6. © James 1. 12, 
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preſſure thou layeſt upon me, and abate 
nothing of heart or hope. Reſuming freſh 
courage from the light of thy countenance, 
and entering into the magnanimous ſenti- 
ments of thy holy ſervants, I glory in tribula. 
tions alſo, knowing that tribulation worketh 
patience, and patience experience, and experience 
hoße, and hope maketh not aſhamed*. Theſe 
are the thoughts which Gop inſpires: And 
ſhall a Chriſtian really deſpair, or complain, 
becauſe trouble is upon him, when he hears 
good men, who had leſs and fewer encour- 
agements, ſo often atteſting the advantages 
of affliction from their own experience, and 
praiſing Gop on account of it, ſaying, It is 
good for me that I have been afflifted, that I 
might learn thy ftatutes*, Before I was afflift- 
ed, I went aſtray; but now I have kept thy. 
word", I know, O Lord! that thy judgements 
are right, tad that thos tn faithfulneſs haſt af- 
flicted me. Above all, when he contemplates 
Jesvs, for the ſuffering of death, crowned 
with glory and honour?—Surely, if we con- 
ſidered our afflitions according to the views 
of Go, and entered into his holy and gra- 
cious defigns in them, we ſhould bear and 
improve them after another manner than we 
often do.—But, | | 
„ . III. 

c Rom. v. 3. K. „ Plal. exit. 21. Verſa 67. 
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520 A Practical Eſay on the 
III. Thirdly, To the aſſurance of God's. 
love under our afflictions, we ought to add 


another ſtream of conſolation, derived from 
the ſame ſource, the ſufferings of CurisrT, 


- which is the ſolid hope hereby afforded us 


of an ample reward to follow the patient en- 
during of them. In this Heavenly Saviour, 


_ Gop hath given us, not only a perfect mo- 


del of virtue and obedience for our imita- 
tion, as before ſhewn, but the moſt magni- 
ficent example of reward for our encourage- 


ment. From the depth of human miſery, 


he hath raiſed up IE sus to the higheſt pin- 


nacle of celeſtial grandeur and felicity ; an 
event in which all true Chriſtians may well 
rejoice, both on their Maſter's account, and 


their own: — On his account, ſince they can- 
net but exult at the advancement and glory 
of one whom they ſo dearly love; as he ſaid 


to his firſt followers, Je loved me, qe would 


rejoice, becauſe I go to the Father: And on 
their own account, becauſe he is riſen, and ex- 


alted, not for himſelf alone, but for them too, 


and on purpoſe to crown them in due time 


with the like honours. They are allowed to 


behold their own future glory, in that which 
is now-enjoyed by him; and in his elevation, 
they have a ſure W of what is reſerved 


5 for N J go, ſaid Rs to prepare a a 


Hake 


John EY 28, 
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place for you; and I will come again, and receive 
you unto myſelf, that where I am, there ye may 
be alſo. CHRIST is for us entered into Heaven 
. as our forerunner ®, , to aſſure us that we are to 
follow in our order after him, and that the 
members ſhall be united to their Head in 
glory, as as th were before in diſgrace and 
_ ſorrow. f 


AND on this account; eſpecially, we ought | 


to acknowledge the wiſdom and goodneſs of 
Gop, in giving us a SAVIOUR who hath at- 
tained all his honours through deep abaſe- 


ment and ſuffering. We ſee reaſons very 


ſatisfying to. our minds, and very proper to 
excite the gratitude of our hearts, why it be- 


hoved this Divine Saviour, not only to ſuffer _ 


death, but a public, infamous, and excru- 
ciating death. For it became him, ſays the 


Apoſtle, for whom are all things, and by whom 


are all things, in bringing many Sons unto Glory, 
to make the Captam of their Salvation perfect 
through ſufferings", The reaſons of this high 
appointment were taken from our ſtate and 
_ exigencies. Conſider what we are—rational 


creatures, bur weak, degenerate, mortal; pla- 
ced here in a ſtate of moral probation; liable, 


by the very conſtitution of our nature, to 
various { Trounies, and at laſt to inevitable 
| death; 


; John is 3. ® Heb. viizo, Chap. ii. 10. 
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death : deſigned for immortality by the boun- 
ty of our Creator, but incapable of enjoying 


it, without going through a previous courſe 


of painful diſcipline. What better method 
could be taken to bring us to our end as 


Gop's children, that is, to immortal Glory, 


with the Divine image impreſſed upon us, 


than by making the Captain of our Salvation 


perfect through ſufferings ? What could be 


more ſuitable, either to the perfections of 


Go, or to the circumſtances of us men? 
And what more effectual means could be 


employed, to make us embrace the offered 


ſalvation, to prepare us for it, and put us in 
the actual poſſeſſion of it? For whatever elſe 
had been done toward this great end; if he 


who hath revealed and confirmed the will of 
Gop to us concerning it, and who was con- 


ſtituted our Leader and Guide to fo ſublime 


a happineſs, had not himſelf. paſſed to it 
through the ſame. road of affliction and trial 


which falls to our lot; we could not have 


been ſo certain of our way in this dark and 


cloudy ſtate, nor have looked ſo ſtedfaſtly 
for a happy conclufion of our troubles; 
nor could he have been ſuch a Leader to 
us as our condition required. But when 
wie ſee that our Bleſſed Saviour, the Firſt 


and Chief of ail the Son ö Gor; bath 


before us, and for « our lakes, undergone va- 


rious 


— 
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rious Sede afflictions in the cauſe of truth 
and virtue, ſubmitted to the death of the 
Croſs, and attained by that means immortal 


bliſs himſelf, with the power of conferring - 
the fame on his followers ; the troubles. we 


are born to, do not diſcourage us ; nor does 


it ſurpriſe us to find, that, through many tribu- 


lations, we muſt enter into the Kingdom of GOD. 
We thus become diſpoſed to ſeek it with 
ſtedfaſtneſs and joy, whatever we may ſuffer 
here below, becauſe our Guide hath ſhewn 
us, not in words only, but, in a ſtill more 
affecting manner, by his own example, that 


there is nothing truly or finally evil to be 


met with in his way, that thoſe who obey 


and imitate him, have no cauſe of deſolating 


fear or grief in the worſt ſituations; and that 
they ought not, by any afflictions of this 
life, or eyen by an ignominious and miſer- 


able death, to be ſhaken 'from the hope of 


immortality. Now, this hope is an anchor 
of the ſoul, caſt within the vale, or_ fixed in 


Heaven; and it keeps us calm and unmoved 


like Heaven itſelf, amidſt the greateſt tem- 
peſts that ariſe in this lower world, at leaſt 


prevents us from being carried adrift : For 
it tells us, that if 7we be dead with CHRIST, 


wwe Hall 4 fo live with him: if we ſuffer, aue 
Hall alſo reign with him”: We JO be glort ified 
together * . 


P 2 Tim. ii. 11, 12, Rom. viii, 17. 
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70 W chis point, hope i is a princi iple 
of the utmoſt importance in the life of man. 
It is it which gives a ſpring to the vigour 
and activity of youth, and which ſupports 
and revives the decaying ſtrength of old age. | 
It adds a double reliſh to the joy of proſper- 
ity, and ſoftens the rugged hand of affliction. 
The beſt cordial to our drooping ſpirits; it 
bears up, and chears the mind under the 
| heavieſt preſſures of outward trouble. Ir 

forms a principal ingredient of our happi- | 
neſs, in every change of fortune; and when 
it forſakes us, ſmall is the Aatisfüction we. 
can receive from the higheſt pleaſures of the 
world. Even the hope of temporal good is 
not without its uſe, for it commonly proves 
a great ſource both of induſtry and virtue 
among men; but it is comparatively mean 
and A etre, often deluſive, and always 


unſatisfactory. It is the hope of the Goſpel 


alone, that is adequate to our neceſſities; 
it is it only that can give light and comfort 
to our minds in the gloomieſt ſcenes of 
Providence, and make us ſmile at the ap- 
proach of the King of Terrours. Why art 
thou caſt down, O my foul! and why art thou 
diſquieted in me? Hope thou in GOD; for 7 
ſhall yet praiſe him who is the light of my coun- 
tenance, and my 60D. We may be at times 
in 

* Pia. b 11. | 
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in Jar through manifold temptations *; but 
the hope which maketh not aſhamed, enables 
us always to rejoice ; for when our trial is 
_ finiſhed, we Hall receive the crown of life, 
zwhich the LORD hath promiſed to them that 


love him*; and our ſtedfaſt faith will be found 
unto prat hs and honour, and glory, at the appear- 
ing of FESUS CHRIST“. We know it, 


we are aſſured of it, from his exaltation after 


death; nor can we ever faint under the bur- 


dens of human life, while we conſider that 
our light qſſliction, which is but for a moment, 
wworketh for us a far more exceeding and eternal 


d aveight of glory", — But there remaineth ſtill, 


IV. A further conſolation ariſing from the 
afflictions of CHRIST, and a very great one 


it is in the midſt of our ſharpeſt trials; not 


only to be aſſured of the general protection 


of AL MIGHTY Gop, which is never wanting 
to good men; but to be ſupported moreover 


by what his goodneſs hath ſpecially provided 
for us, the ſympathy and ſuccour of our 


Divine LoRD, who bears to us ward all thoſe _ 
kind and favourable diſpoſitions. which we 
could reaſonably wiſh for in a Mediator, a 


Governour, and a Judge. With theſe high 
offices IExs us is. inveſted in our behalf, as 
the reward of his obedient ſufferings; and 


by 


et r 6c... James I. 12. * 1 Pet. i. 7. 2 Cor. iv. 17. 


526 Practical Eſay on tbe 
by his ſufferings, the Scripture teaches us, 
that he was qualified for diſcharging them 
in a way peculiarly fitted to adminiſter com- 
fort and encouragement to us. On this 
ground, chiefly, the Apoſtle builds that no- 
ble apology which he makes to the Hebrew 
believers”, and to all the Jewiſh nation, for 
the humiliations of the Mtss1an, which 
gave ſo much offence, and were of ſuch hard 
digeſtion to them. He does not content 
himſelf with ſaying, that ſo Gop appointed 
it, and ſuch was his ſovereign will; but he 
mentions divers reaſons why it was fit it 
| ſhould be ſo. He ſhews that the Croſs of 
 Cun1sT was a diſpenſation moſt conducive 
to the end which Gop had in view of ſaving 
men*; moſt congruous to the near relation 
pee ſubſiſts between CHRIST and his 
followers, as children of the ſame Father“; 
moſt ſuited to the ſtate and circumſtances 
of mankind in this life, and to the nature 
of the office he was deſtined to execute in 
their behalf. Upon this laſt particular, he 
has theſe conſoling words : Wherefore, in all 
things it beboved him to be made like'\unto his 
HBretbren, that he might be a merciful and faith- 
Jul High Pricft in things pertaining to GOD, to 
make reconciliation for the fins of the people: 
F. oy, n ines himſelf hath fene being 1 0 


„Heb. i, ver. 10. „ver, 11. Ver. EY 


* 
— 


S 
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eld, be is able to ſuccour them that are tempted *. 
His experience of our trials gave him not 
only the power, but the inclination: to ſuc- 


cour us. Again, We have not an High Prięſt 


that cannot be touched with the feeling of our 


infirmities, but was in all points tempted hike as - 


<ve are, yet without fin'. CHRIST is therefore 
one who can have compaſſion on the ignorant, 


and on them that are out of the way; becauſe, ' 
though he were a Son, yet learned he obedience 


by the things which he ſuffered; and being made 
 perfeet, he became the A uthor of eternal e 
to all them out ohe bin 


INDEED had our Redeemer been endow- 


ed with the ſame power to fave us which 
 Je8vs CHRIsT no poſſeſſes, but without 


being allied to us by the ſame common 
nature, and without having had previous 
trial of our infirmities and afflictions, the 
caſe might have been the ſame that it is as 


to the final accompliſhment of our hopes, 


but it would have been very different with 
reſpect to our preſent conſolation. Not to 


ſpeak of the example, we ſhould have wanted 


in him the bowels of a fellow - ſufferer. — 


Whereas now we have the comfort to know 


his readineſs to pity and befriend us in our 
ea the rejoicing aſſurance that he bears 


toward 


Ech if. 17, 18. » Ch. iv. 15. *Ch, 1.2. Ver. 8, 9. 
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toward us, the ſentiments and feelings of a 
Man, while his power to help us is that of a 
God. He is a Divine and all- powerful Ruler, 
raiſed up for us from among ourſelves; and 
who preſerves ſtill, in his glorified ſtate, the 
ſame tenderneſs and friendſhip for us, of 
which he gave ſuch ſtrong teſtimonies in 


the days of his fleſh. 


Wa ar more 5 we Salle Are we in 
need of wholeſome inſtruction and counſel ? 
His Word i is in our hands, his Miniſters are 
appointed to preach it to us, and his Spirit 
is ready to guide us into all truth. — Do we 
want the pardon of ſin? With full authority, 
he fays to every ſincere penitent, Be of good 
comfort, thy fins are forgiven thee © — Would 
we be furniſhed with ſtrength to perform 
our duty, or to bear our diſtreſſes? Let us 
come boldly to the Throne of Grace, where 

we are ſure to find whatever is needful for 
us in the way of ſalvation. He appears in 
the preſence of Gop for us, who loved us 
unto death, and to whom Gop never denied 
any-thing. And having ſuch an High Prieſt 
over the Houſe of Gop, juſtly are we requir- 
ed, or rather encouraged, to draw near to 
him every day of our lives, with true hearts, 
in full aſſurance of faith; and well may it 

be . of us, that we e ſhould hold faſt 
the 
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Death of Feſus Chrift, 529 
the confidence, and the rejoicing of the hopes | 
firm unto the end *, | 


pen as under the patronage of 
this Mighty PRINCE and SAviouR, we may 
ſafely rely on all needful aſſiſtance amidſt 
-= our preſent trials; ſo, in the end, we may 
for the ſame reaſon aſſure ourlalzes of all 
- equitable allowances being made for our 
voluntary frailties and imperfecdions. In 
the governments of this world, it is reckoned 
a high privilege for men to be judged by 
their peers; becauſe ſuch judgement, on ac- 
count of a certain fellow- feeling which pre- 
ſides in it, is likely to be more humane and 
tender, and more remote from any- thing 
of undue ſeverity. It leans always to the 
ſide of mercy, where there is any room for 
it. This privilege God ALMIGHTY hath 
been pleaſed to grant us, in that final judge= _ 
ment which we muſt all undergo, and which | 
will determine our fate for ever. For, 10 
 FESUS CHRIST He bath given authority 
to execute judgement,” becauſe he 1s the Son o 
Man. This crucified SAviouR is He who 
WAas 3 of GOD' to be the Fudge of quick 
and dead. GOD hath appointed a day, in the 
which he will Judge the world in righteouſneſs, 
| by that Man whom he hath ordained ; whereof 
_ 5 He 
« Heb, lit. 6. John v. 27. Akts x. „ 
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He hath given aſſurance unto all men, in that he 
hath raijed him from the dead", Mark the 
condeſcenſion of God : He hath appointed 
a Man to be the Judge of men; and though 
the jadgement, we are ſure, will be accord- 
| ing to truth, yer this gracious appointment 
gives us to underſtand, for our comfort, that 
it will have as great a mixture of mildneſs, 
favour, and compaſſion in it, as the caſe can 
poſſibly admit. It is true, among men, we 
often find that none are apt to be more hard- 
hearted ® and injurious in their treatment of 
others, than thoſe who have ſuddenly riſen 
from low ſtations to great power and au- 
thority, But that generally, if not always, 
happens only in ambitions men, who are 
intoxicated with proſperity, who have riſen 
without merit, or even by demerit, and 
whoſe undeſerved elevation hath 4a 64 new 
virulence to the innate naughtineſs and pride 
of their hearts. Nothing of that kind have 
we to fear in the JupE whom Gop hath 
given us. We have had good proof of the 
grace and benevolence of our LorD JESUS 
CURIST. We know how he demeaned him- 
ſelf here below; and our faith teaches us, 
thar-his vincent hath made no change 
in his affection to us, for 86 is the ſame 
e 5 hen daß, 
Acts xvii. 31. 


0 * Aſperius nihil eſt humili, cum furgiin in wat 


Death of Feſus Chrift. 531 
Yeſterday, and to-day, and for ever. Not to 
mention how much his own glory is con- 
cerned in our eternal welfare: Father, I will. 
that they alſo whom thou haſt given me, be 
with me where 1 am; that they 5 behold 
my glory, which thou haſt given me. Such 
are the conſolations and encouragements 
which CHRIST's faithful diſciples may draw 
from his Croſs; and by which they ought 


to be eſtabliſhed in an inviolable adherence 


to the cauſe of holineſs and virtue, whatever 
difficulties it may be attended with in this 
life. The Croſs, which was ſo bitter a cup 
to Him for the time, turns out in its iſſues 
a majeſtic river, whoſe ſtreams will for ever 
refreſh and gladden the City of Gop®, 


AND thus we 3 3 to ſhew 
the efficacy of CHRIS T's blood, for recover- 


ing us from the dominion of fin, and con- 


firming us in the practice of righteouliels': * 
as alſo for ſaving us from the condemnation 
and puniſhment due to unreclaimed vice in 
another world: which two things finiſh the 
Second and Laſt Part of our deſign. Many 
uſeful conſiderations belonging to the ſub- 
jet, may have eſcaped us; and I wiſh that 
the leſſons inſiſted on, bad been conveyed 
er more light and energy: Yet, what has 
| 5 1 been 
; Heb. xiii, 8. John xvii. 244 k Pal. 1 . 
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been advanced, may, it is humbly hoped, 


be of fome uſe for edifying meek and candid 


minds,, who do not love to make Religion 
a ſubject of contention, or mere curioſity, 
but an inſtrument of their ſanctification.— 
Revealed Truth is intended to reſtore and 
heal our diſeaſed nature, It is addreſſed to 


the underſtanding of man, and, through the 


underſtanding, to the heart, It is therefore 
intelligible, and may, with reaſonable atten- 
tion, and honeſt views, be underſtood and 


known. It is conſiſtent in every part with 
itſelf, and with reaſon, the original gift of 


Gon; ſatisfying to the mind, and productive 
of the - wholeſome fruits of righteouſneſs, 
peace, and holy joy. If any-thing in the 
above Eſſay is deficient in theſe qualities, 
or contrary to them; or if any-thing of im- 
portant practical uſe eee. to the ſubject 
treated of, hath been omitted; I have in ſo 
far miſled my aim. However, as hinted in 
the beginning, it appears to me, that in 


handling any point of Religion, leſs hurt 
can ariſe from the undeſigned omiſſion of 
ſome things which are true and uſeful, than 
from the poſitive aſſertion of any-thing which 


Will not bear the teſt of fair examination : 


And in practical ſubjects particularly, (of 


which kind I take all the points of true Re- 


Baie to be), it ſeems better to confine one's 
elf, 
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ſelf, as much as poſſible, to what is, or 
muſt be, admitted by all who take the Scrip- 
ture verity for their guide“, than to enlarge 
on matters which, though agreeable to ſome, 
may appear uncertain and diſputable in the 
eyes of many, and thoſe perhaps the moſt 
ee Chriſtians. For, what all are 
LES agreed 

* All Proteſtants at leaſt, if not all Chriſtians, profeſs 
to take the Holy Scriptures for the only rule of their faith 


and practice; to which end, it is neceſſary that every one 


endeavour to underſtand and apply thoſe Scriptures in the 
beſt manner he can. 'This is his duty, and what he cannot 


neglect, or omit, without fin. He may be aſſiſted by other | 


interpreters, and may follow them more or leſs as he ſees 


cauſe ; but he cannot, conſiſtently with the above principle, 


uſe any of them otherwiſe than as helps for underſtanding 


the meaning of the Divine Oracles. In theſe Oracles, his 


faith ought to be firm and implicit, even when he does not 


underſtand them; ſince, what Þ believe to be the Word of 


God, I am ſure is true, whether the ſenſe of it be apparent 
to me or not. But when an uninſpired man interprets the 
Oracle to me, and F do not comprehend his meaning,. or 
cannot perceive it to be the true ſenſe of the Oracle, I am 
not bound to the ſame implicit faith in him, nor can yield 
it, without renouncing my Supreme and Divine Rule, 
which I ought ever to adhere. to.— It may be ſaid, that 
however a man may interpret the Holy Scripture for him- 
ſelf, or his own private uſe, he ought not to communicate 


theſe interpretations to others, if different from what they - 


have been accuſtomed to. Now, had this. maxim been 
univerſally followed, it is certain we ſhould have wanted 
many excellent helps for underſtanding the Sacred Scrip- 
tures, which we now have. Beſides, this maxim feems to 
require. that men ſhould extinguiſh the candle which the 
Lon p bath lighted up, or 3 it under a buſhel; that they 


| ſhould 
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agreed in, would be ſufficienr, were it rightly 
improved, to make them much better and 
happier than they often are, if not alſo to 
reconcile, their differences. Let me now 
conclude with a few general reflections on 
the whole, 


I. WE 


ſhould quench the Spirit, deſpiſe Propheſyings, impriſon 
the Goſpel, and hold the Truth in unrighteouſneſs. It 
forbids Chriſtians to help one another in trying the ſpirits, 
in proving all things, and in diſtinguiſhing Truth from 
Error. If one ſets himſelf humbly to enquire into what 


the Scriptures have ſpoken upon any particular point, and 


ſubmits the fruit of his enquiries to the candid judgement 
of others, leaving them free to receive or reject the ſame 
as to them it ſhall ſeem meet, what offence does he commit - 
againſt Gop or Man? Or rather, does he not do as 
_ Cara1sT hath commanded * lf, indeed, he ſhould inſiſt 
on his interpretations being received by others, under pains 
and penalties, eternal or temporal; or, ſecing thoſe out of 
his power, ſhould betake himſelf to railing and invective 
againſt ſuch as preſumed to differ from him, giving, in the 
mean time, no proof of his being endowed with ſuper- 
natural illumination; he would commit an offence, and 
uſurp an authority which does not belong to him. — 
While I hold the Scriptures to be the only rule of my 
faith, and myſelf to be fallible, am I warranted to deny 
my charity, or my communion, to you who follew the 
fame rule, and with equal reverence, merely becauſe you 
will not ſubmit in every thing to my explications of it à 
In obedience to the moſt folemn and frequently-repeated 
injunctions of our Religion, we ſhould endeavour, as much 
as poſſible, to be of one mind; and perhaps it will be 
found in fact that we often are ſo more than we ſuſpect. 
We own the ſame rule, of which many parth, and thoſe 
* Math. xð. 27. Mark viii. 38. 5 


Fi 
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-L WE ought to acknowledge and lars 
the wiſdom of Gop in the Goſpel diſpenſ- 
ation. It is but an imperfect view of it that 
I have been able to give;. and who can de- 
ſcribe it in its full perfection? But even from 
what has been faid, may we not perceive 
how well founded the Apoſtle of the Gen- 
tiles was, when, ſpeaking of the redemption 
granted us through the blood of CHRIST, 
he declared rhat Gop hath therein abounded 
towards us in all wiſdom and prudence'? and 
when he affirmed that CHRIST crucified, 
| though to the Jews a ſtumbling- block, and 
to the Greeks fooliſhneſs, is in T the 
Power of God, and the Wiſdom of God "? We 
may now form ſome judgment of rl truth 
and propriety of theſe ſayings, and others of 
the like kind. To make the ignominious 
death of CHRIST the means of reconciling 

1 114 ſinners 


1 Eph. i. 8. 1 Cor. i. 24. 


no doubt the moſt important, are too clear and certain to 
permit us to differ about them. To theſe our main care 
ſhould be directed, and on them the ſtreſs of our Religion 
ſhould be laid, according to the Apoſtle Paul's counſel, 
Noevertbeleſt, whereto we have already attained, let us walk - 
by the ſame rule, let us mind the ſame thing®. Where un- 
avoidable differences remain, as they always have, and 
probably always will remain, even after uſing all diligence 
to underſtand our rule, it behoves us to conſider well 
whether theſe are of ſufficient moment to break the Bond | 

of Charity, or to divide the Body of CyuRI1ST, 


D Philip. iii. 16. 
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ſinners unto Gop, of deſtroying idolatry and 


vice, and of creating the world anew unto 
good works, ſurpaſſed all' the ſhallow con- 
ceptions of human wiſdom, and therefore 
would naturally be treated by many as fool- 
iſhneſs.— But it was ſo much the more wor- 
thy of the only wiſe Gop. It is admired by 


the bleſſed Angels in Heaven: It will be the 


ſubject of immortal praiſes to the Glorified 
Saints: And even we on earth, O Gop! 


amidſt all our darkneſs, are able, by the help 


of thy light, to ſee that it is marvellouſſy 
adapted to aboliſh the fatal enmity which 
keeps ſinners at a diſtance from Thee, to gain. 
worſhippers to Thee in ſpirit and truth, to 
form men of real worth, and qualify them 
for living with Thee in the manſions of 


| een Ger. Na. 


on W may 7 with what -uftice «od 


propriety St Paul gloried in the Croſs of 


CHRIST ; and reſolved, comparatively ſpeak- 
ing, to glory in nothing elſe. God forbid, 


ſays he, that I ho glory, fave in the Croſs of 


our Lord Jeſus Chri it", For he conſidered the 
Croſs not merely in itſelf, but in connection 
with its cauſes and conſequences: : And when 


he reflected how unmerited it was on the 


part of the Sufferer, what virtues it exhibit- 
W 574586. 
5 Gal. vi. 14. ls 
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ed in him, what ends it ſerved, and what 


bleſſed fruits it produced; inſtead of being 
offended in CHRIST, or aſhamed of him, he 
gloried in him the more on account of it, 


and thought his relation to a crucified SA- 


 vIOUR threw a greater luſtre on him than 
he could have defired from all the prefer- 
ments of the world, To know the ſellowſhip © 
of Chriſt" s ſuffermgs, and to be made conformable 
to his death*®, were titles of diſtinction more 
delirable and precious in his eyes, than the 
proudeſt honours of an ambitious and world- _ 
ly minded Jew. And this he repreſents as 
a gift and benefit to all Chriſtians; or, unto 
you it is GIVEN, ſays he, in behalf of Chrift, 
not only to believe on Him, but alſo to ſuffer for 
his fake?, To the like purpoſe ſpeaks the 
Apoſtle Peter, Rejoice, in as much as ye are par- 
takers of Chriſt's ſufferings. If ye be reproached 
for the Name of Chriſt, happy are ye". And 
of all the Apoſtles it is related, that having 
nobly ſuſtained the firſt great ſhock of per- 
ſecution they met with after Chriſt's aſcen- 
fion, they departed from the preſence of the 
Council, rejoicing that they were counted wor- 
_ thy to ſuffer ſhame for his Name". This was 
| agreeable to the inſtructions he had given 
N aying, Ble ar are ye when men hall 


revile 


. + Philip. il. fe Chap. i i. 29. 1 Pet, iv, 13. &c. 
1 Acts v. 41. | | | 
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revile you, and perſecute you, and ſhall ſay all 
manner of evil againſt you falſly, for my ſake : 
 Reaice, and be exceeding glad, Oc. . Upon 
the ſame heroic principles did Moſes act, 


when he refuſed to be called the fon of Pha- 


roah's daughter, choofing rather to ſuffer aſflic- 
tion with the people of God, than to enjoy the 


pleaſures of fin for a ſeaſon, eftceming the re- 
| proach of Chriſt greater new” than the trea- 


N in Keb. q 


We may further perceive from this diſ- 
courſe, with how much reaſon the ſame 


Apoſtle Paul, though no mean proficient in 


human learning, determined (comparatively 
ſtill we may believe) not to know any thing 


among his Corinthian Diſciples, ſave FESUS 


CHRIST, and Him crucified*, For, this alone, 
taken in its due extent, doth really compre- 


hend all ſpiritual and faving knowledge. Tr 


is a ſummary of the whole Goſpel, * The 
* doQrine of Chriſt crucified (ſays an emi- 


nent Modern Divine “) * is the inſtituted 


mean of producing and nouriſhing the 


divine life, and ſhould be the center of our 

ſermons; in reference to, and dependence 

: on: backs, other ſubjects ought to be con- 
* ſidered,” Thus he: —And as this was the 
eee N doctrine 

8 Matth. v. 11. Heb. 5 24. te. | a x Cor. . . 
* Dr Erſkine, i 


A _T 


| Death of * os Chr: N. 5 39 | 
| Aeli by which Gop choſe to demoliſh 


idolatry, and to reſtore true religion and vir- 
rue in the earth ; we may preſume it will (if 


handled juſtly and ſcripturally) be always | 


moſt effectual for caſting down imaginations, 
and every high thing that exalleth uſelf againſt 
the knowledge of God, and bringing into capti- 
vity every thought to a obedience 95 r ak 
„ 


III. Wnar has 1 ſaid may ſerve to 
ſhew us at leaſt one probable reaſon why a 


particular ordinance“ is inſtituted for the _ 


perpetual celebration of CurrsT's Death in 
the Church, rather than of any other fact or 
event relating to him. The miraculous con- 
ception, the nativity, the reſurrection, and N 
the aſcenſion of CHRIS, not to mention any 
other, are important facts in his hiſtory, pe- 
culiar to him in ſome reſpects among all 

that have ever lived on this earth; they are 
alſo eſſential articles of our faith, and ſome 
of them as necęſſary to eſtabliſh our hope 
and comfort as his death itſelf: yet there 
are no rites or feſtivals appointed by Divine 
authority, as memorials of them, Indeed 
the 285. of the Sabbath from the ſeventh _ 


- to 
1 Core 1 . ; 


. *® See Dr Sam. Chandler S Serivons particularly that 
on the Songs of CHEIST. 
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to the firſt day of the week, ſtands as a per- 
petnal monument of his reſurrection, but 
without any particular ceremony to comme- 
morate that event. Why then is the remem- 
brance of Cur1sT's Death provided for by a 
ſolemn and perpetual ordinance? It is highly 
7 ppobable: that our Lozp did hereby eſpeci- 
ally intend to counteract the blind and ma- 
licious policy of the Jewiſh Rulers, who 
thought to ſuppreſs his Religion by the 1gno- 
minious death of its Author; in oppoſition 
to which, he obliged his Diſciples to honour 
that circumſtance which the world held to 
be of all moſt diſgraceful, and taught them 
from it to draw new motives of zeal and at- 


tachment to his ſervice. But another reaſon 


might be, becauſe this event is, às we have 
ſeen, of the firſt importance in the Chriſtian 
ſcheme, and all the reſt ſtand in cloſe con- 
nection with it. This is the grand link in 
that wonderful chain of facts which are re- 
corded in the Gofpel Hiſtory ; this is the cor- 
ner {tone of our Salvation. Look backward 
from it, and you fee a doctrine of eternal 
truth and righteonſnefs now ratified and 
ſealed with the blood of its Author, an ex- 
ample of unfpotted holineſs carried to its ut- 
molt perfection, fin expiated by the moſt ac- 
ceptable of all ſacrifices, and the fire of 
Divine Dove burning with pang force, in 

| order 
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PEE Te to conſume fin, and fave the Gra — 
Look forward from the ſame event, and you 
ſee in it che ground of celeſtial honour and 
advancement, firſt to our Redeemer himſelf, 
and after him, and by his means, for all the 
children of Gop, You ſee Divine forgive- 
neſs, aſſiſtance, protection, yea immortal life 
and glory, abſolutely ſecured to you in the 
path of ſincere obedience. The Death of 
CHRisT connects together his mortal and im- 
mortal life, his abaſement and his exaltation, 
his miniſtry on earth, and his miniſtry in 
heaven; and preſents to us, as it were in one 
ſingle view, the whole of his mediation in 
our behalf: ſo that the. commemoration of it 
is in effect the commemoration of his hiſtory 
from beginning to end. Moſt fit it is there- 
fore, that this great event ſhould be celebrat- 
ed by CHRIS T's Faithful Diſciples, according 
to the commandment of their Lord. We 
| ſhould rejoice in the wiſdom and grace of 
the inſtitutionꝭ nd always perform it with 
pleaſure and thankfuldeſs, with hearts dead to 
fin, but alive untoGoD, and with the joyful 
of that bleſſed day when 
our LoxD ſhallfWrevecaled from Heaven, to 
give us an ethyjal deliverance from all the 
_ evils of mortal, and to complete our r fal- 


IV. 
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IV. W cannot omit to obſerve what a 


rich fund of practical inſtruction the Death 


of CHRIST opens up to us, both in its Hi- 
ſtory, and in its Doctrine. It affords no en- 


couragement to floth and remiſſneſs, or to 
preſumption and ſecurity on our part, or to 


the vain fallacious hope of being ſaved in 


our ſins; nor is it barely conſiſtent wich 


our moral obligations: But it contains the 
ſtrongeſt engagements, and the moſt forcible 
motives to repentance and every good work; 
and aſſures us more convincingly than any 


thing elſe could do, of inevitable deſtruction 


awaiting the impenitent. To bring ſinners 


into a ſtate of favour with Gop, without 


repentance and a holy life, was no part of 
the plan of Divine Wiſdom, under the Go- 
ſpel diſpenſation ; it was never attempted by 


the REDEEMER of mankind ; and with the 


profoundeſt reſpect for his character, let me 
add, that it would have been a vain attempt 


even for him. What! — reconcile ſinners 


to eee they continue to hate his 
| govern- 


„ The Scripture notion of Raemethation may be taken 
from Matth. v. 23, 24, 25. Being reconciled, ſignifies the 


© offending party's making his peace with the party of- 


* fended, by giving him proper ſatisfaction, and agreeing 
© to his terms of accommodation and friendſhip. It is not 


ſaid any where in Scripture, that Go p is reconciled to 


© us; but we are reconciled to Gov. Of which the ſole 
* reaſon i is, that He is the wy offended, and we are the 

1 : 0 
mY par oy 
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. government, and to trample upon his laws! 
It is an abſurdity in itſelf, a contradiction 
to the nature of things, as well as to all the 
Divine Oracles; and you ſhall as ſoon over- 
turn the Throne of GOD. There was no 
other way by which the SAviouR of the 
world reconciled, or could reconcile ſinners 
to his Father, but by converting and ſancti- 
fying them, and bringing them back to the 
path of durs. from which they had gone 
aſtray. Accordingly, this was the aim of all 
his labours and ſufferings, of his life and 
death, of his whole mediation on earth and 
in heaven; and if after all that he hath 
done, and till does for that purpoſe, ſinners 
do ſtill continue in their fins, they fruſtrate, 
with regard to themſelves, all the effects of 
his mediation : Let them profeſs to honour 
| his ck as much as they will, and call 
| him 


5 party offending. Now: the party offending i is 1 ſaid 
© to be reconciled to the party offended, and not on the 
* contrary. We are reconciled to Gon, when his anger is 
© turned away, and we are admitted into his favour, From 
© its not being ſaid in Scripture that Got is reconciled to 
© us, ſome have argued, that Gon is not diſpleaſed or an- 

, * gry even at impenitent ſinners; contrary to the whole 
© tenor of Scripture. They ought to have concluded quite 

* © contrary, that he is diſpleaſed with them; and that it 
© behoves them to reconcile themſelves to him, by comply- | 
© ing with the terms of reconciliation he hath propoſed in 
the 8 without which they muſt periſh.” 


32] roo Repoſitory, vol. ii. p. 3. 
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him Lox on SAVIOUR a thouſand times, 
they ought to know of a truth. that he is no 


| SAVIOUR to them; but is, on the contrary, | 
ſet for their eternal ruin. 


= Mie abe We are e for. Chriſt, 

ſaid St Paul, (and ſo may all faithful Mi- 
niſters of the Goſpel ſay after him), as 
though God did beſeech you by us; wwe pray 


you in Chri ift's gad, be ye reconciled wth God. 


The terms of your reconciliation, previouſly 


(ſettled in the Councils of Eternal Wiſdom, 


are plainly revealed to you by CnRIST ; 
who ſends the Apoſtles and Miniſters of his 


Word, as his FATHER fent Him, to announce 


them to men, and to engage, if poſſible, 
their compliance with them, We can neither 
make them eaſier, nor more difficult than they 
are; we cannot accommodate them to men's 


humours, prejudices, paſſions, and vices; we 
cannot alter one jot of them, without ex- 


poſing ourſelves to a condemnation equally 


juſt and dreadful. When we preſs you, 
therefore, according to theſe terms, to be 


reconciled unto Gop, it is God himſelf that 


beſeeches you by us; and he that deſpiſeth, 
deſpiſeth not men, but Gop, How long, 


Sinner, ſhall a Gracious Gop wait for you ? 


How long » will you avipiſe his patience and 


forbear- 


1 Cor. v. 20. 


7 
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forbearunce ? How: long will you go on 
treaſuring up for yourſelf wrath againſt the 
day of wrath? Are you reſolved to die in 
your ſins, and to abide the utmoſt effects of 
omnipotent vengeance? Think what you do. 
You know not what it is to fall into the 
hands of the Living Gop. Lou enjoy ſtill 
an accepted time, and a day of ſalvation ; 
and you hear the voice of Divine Mercy 
kindly warning you, like Lot out of Sodom, 
to eſcape for your life. Shut not your ears 
againſt it; harden not your heart, The time 
may ſoon come, when you ſhall hear it no 
more. Are you not yet convinced that 
Gop defires to fave you, earneſtly deſires it; 
and at the ſame time that he never will 


fave you, but in the way of obedience and 


holineſs? He hath made Him to be fin for you 
who knew no fin, that you might be made the 
: righteouſueſs of God in bim. We beſeech you, 
receive not this Grace of God in vain Once 
more let me infer, | 


V. WrarT may appear with ſufficient evi- 
dence from all the preceding diſcourſe, That 
whatever power there is in the Goſpel, 
which is properly the Doctrine of the Croſs, 
for promoting the reformation of men, this 
power is entirely of a ſpiritual and moral 
kind, de of ſuch arguments and mo- 

F tives 
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tives as are proper to determine the minds 
of rational creatures, and make them yield 
a willing obedience to it, from a conviction 
of its Divine truth and excellence, Though 
it be attended and ſupported with all the 
power of the ALMIGHTY, it uſes no violence 
or compulſion to bring men under ſubjec- 
tion to it, againſt their wills; neither indeed 
can it do ſo conſiſtently 1 its nature and 
deſign. The blind and impotent zeal, or 
the wicked policy of men, may incline them 
to force others, in religious matters, to an 
outward compliance with their wills. Too 
many inſtances of that have been ſeen even 
among Chriſtians, But Gop puts no value 
on a conſtrained and unwilling obedience. 
It is his glory to make a people willing 
in the day of his power, to ſubdue their 
hearts by the force of truth, and to reign 
there by a ſincere and nadifſembled love, 
How eaſy had it been for him, by ſpeedy 
and tremendous judgements, to quell all 
oppoſition againſt the Goſpel of his Son, 
and cauſe it to be received immediately, 
throughout the whole world, with the moſt 
prompt ſubmiſſion ? But this was not ſuit- 
able to his adorable wiſdom ; for his ways 
are not as our ways, neither are his thoughts 
as ours. It was enough for him, ſo to ex- 


ert His power in favour: US this heavenly 
| | doctrine, 


Deatb of Feſus Chrif, 47 
doctrine, as that every one who honeſtly 
attended to it, might be fully ſatisfied that 
it came from him: But after that, he left 
every one free to reject or embrace it as he 
pleaſed, only reſerving to himſelf the right 
of calling all men to account for their con- 
duct, and giving them the ſuitable rewards _ 
of it in another world. Will ye alſo go 
away ? ſaid our SAVIOUR to his moſt inti- 
mate Diſciples, putting it to their own. 
choice*. 


Ou final ſalvation, or our deliverance 
from the grave by a reſurrection to im- 
mortal life, is a work which will be effected 
without us, and can only be effected by that 
mighty power whereby Chriſt is able even to 
ſubdue all things unto himſelf'. Our prepar- 
atory ſalvation in this world, or our deli- 
verance from the ſlavery of fin, and re- 


covery to holineſs and virtue, is alſo the 


effect of his power, but not without the con- 
currence of our wills and endeavours, It 
can only be accompliſhed through the ſalu- 
tary operation of the Doctrine of the Goſpel 


on dur hearts and lives. The Miracles, the 


Righteouſneſs, the Death, the Reſurrection, 


and ee of CHRIST, are all of them © 


cauſes 12 this Salvation to us; but none of 
M m 2 | them 


2 1 67. Philip. iii. 21. 
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them can give it to us immediately, and of 
themſelves. They tend to ſanctify and heal 
our ſouls, no other way than by exciting our 
attention to the Doctrine of the Goſpel, by 
forming and ſtrengthening in us the belief 
of its truth, by giving it its due weight and 
authority in our minds, and perſuading us 
to obey it; to all which indeed they afford 
very powerful and affecting motives. But it 


is the Word of God alone, that zs able to /ave 


our fouls*. We are begotten of GOD, and made 
his children only by the Word of Truth*; which 
is the heavenly ſeed that regenerates us. 
We purify our ſouls by obeying the truth: 
Sandtify them through thy Truth : thy Word 
is Truth*, The oblation of CHRIST's body 
on the Croſs, will not benefit his followers, 


.* _ unleſs they be duly influenced by conſider- 


ing the doctrinal inſtruction it contains, 
and the moral purpoſes which it ſerves. ' It 


ſupplies great and weighty arguments for 


virtue, additional to thoſe which are derived 
from the beſt improvement of the Light of 
Nature. But the influence of Moral Truth, 
whether natural or revealed, is liable to be 
reſiſted, and rendered ineffectual, by the in- 
attention, careleſſneſs, obſtinacy, and per- 


verſeneſs of ſinners; which ſhews us both 


why the Goſpel, the laſt and moſt perfect 
„ ST | revelation 
James i. 12. Pe. 22. * John xvii. 1. 
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revelation of Gov' s will, is ſo unprofitable 
to many who enjoy it, and what we muſt 
do to make it profitable and ſalutary to our- 
ſelves. By a faithful obedience to this Di- 
vine Word, we ſhall be purified and ſaved 
for ever from the dominion of ſin: On the 
other hand, if we do not hearken to the 
words of CHRIST, and keep his command 


ments, we can neither be reconciled to Gos 


by his death, nor ſaved by his life. | 


Bur with regard to the means of Salva- 
tion, ſurely GoD may appeal to us Chriſt- 
ans, even againſt ourſelves, with {till greater 
force of conviction than he did to his people 
of old, in theſe memorable words: Judge, 
I pray you, betwixt me and my vineyard. 
What more could have been done to my vine- 
yard, that I have not done in it*? For, what 
extraordinary and ſurprizing methods haſt 
Thou now taken, O FATHER of Mercies ! to 
reclaim and ſave a periſhing world? And 
what haſt Thou omitted which could be 
done for that purpoſe, conſiſtently with the 
nature of man? Thou haſt ſhewn us fully 
what is good, and what Thou requireſt of us. 
The practice thereof Thou haſt Sn 
by every proper ſanction of reward an 
e and haſt likewiſe drawn us to 

3 | it 
, Ifa v. 3. 
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it by demonſtrations of Love, and by the 
- molt perfect example. Thou haſt moreover 


given reſt to our ſouls with reſpect to the 
pardon of all our ſins, when truly repented of 
and forſaken; the acceptance of our ſincere 
endeavours to do our duty, amid unavoid- 


able infirmities and temptations; and all 
needful aſſiſtance in the doing of it. Thou 


haſt called me to the glorious hope of im- 
mortality, and furniſhed me with whatever 
conduces to fit me for the poſſeſſion of end- 


leſs happineſs, What more have I to aſk of 


Thee, O my Gop! but a heart to value and 


improve theſe benefits? Ves undoubtedly 


I muſt now confeſs, that if I periſh, I ſhall 
periſh deſervedly, through my own fault ; 


but if I be ſo happy as to obtain that Eternal 


Salvation which I hope and earneſtly pray 
for, it will be to the praiſe of the Glory of 


thy Grace, through Jzsvs CnRIsT. Amen. 
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